SATCOMS

Shipping line Wallenius Lines has announced plans to install an intranet system onboard its vessels, produced by iOra, communicating data over GSM (mobile phone communications) when the ships are near shore and Inmarsat -B when the ships are in the open ocean. The intranet system will be used to deliver safety and cargo information from the head office to the fleet of vessels, including quality manuals, maintenance and purchasing information, and HR information.
iOra claims that Wallenius has achieved a 35 per cent reduction in data communications costs by using its system in a trial, which has led to the system being used in the whole fleet. Wallenius was very keen to enable ships to communicate with the rest of the organisation several times a day, iOra says. The company believes that that it can improve productivity and compliance with legislation.

"We are constantly striving to find new ways of improving business processes and reducing costs," comments Goran Bjork, CIO at Wallenius Lines. "The amount of critical data we share with the fleet is only ever going to increase and iOra offers a way of increasing the information flow while reducing the costs by at least 35%."

"This is a smooth way to keep control of the wide spread communication of documents that are frequently changing. We transmit critical data from our intranet and the maintenance and procurement systems. We also transmit valuable information on weather reporting, it is vital to keep the crew up to date," the company says.

The service is also going to be used for providing crew with current affairs and information from special interest sites. The crew can also access and browse Wallenius intranet and various websites offline from onboard ship, with the data downloaded daily to the ship.

Each vessel has a local area network onboard with 10 workstations, server, and periphery equipment such as printers and digital cameras. According to iOra, Wallenius is now considering using the technology for its travelling land based staff, to improve flow of information. Wallenius Lines operates more than 60 vessels and claims to be the world's leading operator of RoRo vessels.

Maritime communications company Telaurus Communications LLC of Cedar Knolls New Jersey has announced the appointment of Faith Cohen as European Sales Manager.  Faith brings to the newly created position a experience in maritime communications gained working 11 years with maritime service provider TEAMtalk Satellite, formerly known as IMC. She carries with her a broad range of skills having arrived at IMC as the company began its move to provide news services to the cruise market.  Faith has a degree in Business Studies from John Moores University, Liverpool and multi-lingual proficiency in French, Italian, Russian and Hebrew. 

Invsat Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of Inmarsat Ventures, has announced that, through their teaming partner Teleconsult a/s, Norwegian shipping company Bergesen has confirmed its intention to roll out managed VSAT services from Aberdeen. By the end of 2003, 18 Bergesen vessels will be operating through Invsat's C-band teleport facilities in Aberdeen.

SOFTWARE
Nordic IT, the shipbroker and shipping communications software company formed 12 months ago from a management buyout of MCS Win and MX Server software from Easylink Services, reports the following new clients:

CMP Agencies - Denmark, Wonsild Competitive Tankers Copenhagen - Denmark, AAen Transport - Denmark, Volgotanker Marine Services A/S - Denmark, R.S Platou Shipbrokers - Singapore, Reider Shipping - Holland, Brauer Shipping - Germany, ScanTrans - China, Thoresen - Thailand, Hav Chartering - Norway and Tordenskjold Marine - Norway.

In the past 12 months, a number of improvements and add-on modules have been made to the software. This includes: Rules Module, to filter and process incoming messages (eg messages can be automatically sent to different mailboxes, printed, routed to fax machines); Approval Module, to manage the approval process for outgoing documents; Billing module; Optical character recognition module; Archiving module; Offline reader module; Position list module and Sales and purchase module.
ShipTalk, an online service for seafarers, was launched this month (www.shiptalk.com). Run from the United Kingdom, the service is intended to evolve into a comprehensive seafarer information resource. The site already has a variety of articles about seafarer related issues and provides advice about safety, legislation, job opportunities, how to make the most money and how to find lost colleagues. An annual fee of $10 will be charged. The company hopes that seafarers will use the service in internet cafes or at home, and eventually from onboard the ship itself once shipboard internet access becomes more widespread. 
INTTRA, provider of business-to-business ocean freight transportation services, announced enhancements to its systems to support those customers and carriers affected by the new US Customs Container Security Initiative (CSI) regulations. The regulations, which are scheduled to take effect on December 2, will help detect potential container security risks, and will require carriers and Non-Vessel Operating Common Carriers (NVOCCs) to file cargo declarations 24 hours before loading the container onto a US-bound vessel. Non-compliance may result in delayed shipments and added supply chain costs for shippers, forwarders and carriers.

INTTRA is announcing workflow tools that streamline documentation-related business processes across its network of shippers, forwarders and carriers. Beginning December 2, registered participants will be able to leverage INTTRA's integrated documentation process to support both CSI and shipping instruction requirements. Workflow messages and reports alert designated individuals regarding instructions and timing for CSI submission. Registered shippers, forwarders and NVOCCs can access these features via INTTRA-ACT (Web-hosted solution) or INTTRA-LINK (integrated solution), or through software providers connected to INTTRA. Workflow tools can be used for INTTRA carrier bookings, whether booked through INTTRA or directly with its carriers.

Lloyd's Register announced the release of Mariner, operational risk assessment software that helps ship operators identify and better manage risk in their shipboard operations. 

Developed by Lloyd's Register over a four-year period, it incorporates substantial input from industry leaders responsible for managing safety in shipping companies.

In addition to its primary function for carrying out operational risk assessments, Mariner incorporates other applications including health surveillance, incident reporting, environmental management systems and accident statistics based on the OCIMF Marine Injury Reporting Guidelines. 
Instead of traditional paper methods, Mariner provides an in-built messaging system as a feature of the software that allows paperless exchange of information such as risk assessments, accident reports and near-miss reports.

The Met Office, in collaboration with five research organisations in Europe, aims to identify the sea condition in which rogue waves - the term given to ocean waves of exceptional height and steepness- develop, as part of MAXWAVE, an EU research project. Using state-of-the-art computer models that can forecast the ocean wave energy spectrum, along with detailed observations of the sea surface from laser sensors and satellite-borne radar, known rogue wave events can be analysed. If funded, a second phase of the work could also provide probability data for predicting survival sea conditions. 

Marine Liens Ltd., owner of the global maritime-lien database at www.MarineLiens.com, has formed a strategic alliance with London-based Chartered Institute of Arbitrators for the purpose of assisting in the resolution of online disputes between maritime contractors or suppliers and vessel owners. 

The year-old MarineLiens.com, a forum for posting and searching maritime lien claims, maintains its own online resolution process. Once a claim of lien is posted, notification is sent to the owner of the vessel, who then has the opportunity to refute. Notification of rebuttal is sent to the claimant, who then has 30 days to respond. If s/he does not respond, the claim is automatically marked as settled. Should the claimant respond to the vessel owner's challenge, the claim stands and the dispute must be resolved outside of the Web site. 

MarineLiens.com encourages parties who are unable to resolve liens through its Web site to seek any available outside resources to facilitate settlements. The Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIA) has developed an online dispute-resolution process that dovetails well with the Marineliens.com process. The CIA has tailored a procedure and fee structure that provides for resolution of maritime lien claims through mediation and arbitration-all through the Internet. 

Shipping software company, Shipmanagement Expert Systems S.A. (SES), has received ISO 9001:2000 certification from BVQI, a quality management systems registrar. SES was certified ISO 9001:2000 compliant at the end of an extensive analysis in which the company with BVQI evaluated how the company guarantees product quality at every step of the product and business cycle. The company was successfully certified after one round of audits without any non-conformity.

ShipyardXchange AS (SYX) was awarded the EBtrust Certification for good e-business management by DNV Certification AS. The EBtrust Certification affirms that DNV has found SYX's operations to be in full compliance with the standards set by the four EBtrust modules: Ethics, Infrastructure, Security, and Process and Organisation. 
With EBtrust, DNV complies with the same principles as for accredited certification: DNV visits the customers, stipulates requirements, and points out factors that have to be improved before a certificate can be issued. Regular audits are conducted after the certificate has been issued, since EBtrust also stipulates continuous improvements as a requirement.

ELECTRONICS

Northrop Grumman Corporation's Sperry Marine business unit has been awarded a contract to supply integrated bridge systems (IBS) for the next eight U.S. Navy Arleigh Burke (DDG 51)-class destroyers. The IBS includes primary navigation sensors, radars, electronic chart display and information systems, gyrocompasses, autopilots, ship control systems and other navigation systems, all running under Sperry Marine's proprietary Voyage Management System software.

The IBS contracts for DDG 94 through DDG 101 were awarded to Sperry Marine by Bath Iron Works (BIW), lead shipyard for the DDG 51-class Aegis destroyers. The ships are being built at BIW and Northrop Grumman's Ingalls Operations. The first ship to receive the IBS installation will be the Nitze (DDG 94), scheduled to be commissioned in 2005. The contract is valued at $7.9 million.

Electronic navigational chart (ENC) coordinating centre Primar Stavanger, is introducing a free trial for vessels considering joining its service. A revision of its pricing regime for ENCs aimed at users with short-term chart requirements has also been announced. Agreed with the centre's cooperating hydrographic offices, the trial will allow ships to select from more than 1 100 ENCs from nine nations without charge for a three-month period. This offer reflects an acknowledgement that considerable confusion continues to prevail about the difference between ENCs and other official and unofficial chart services.

Primar Stavanger believes that the reluctance of many ship owners to take advantage of this new and better chart service can best be overcome by allowing them to test it for a time. "We think that many more potential users will thereby appreciate the benefits of moving from other raster and vector services to ENCs," says marketing manager Rune H Johnsen. "Only ENCs authorized by a Hydrographic Office are permitted, under International Maritime Organisation (IMO) regulations, for navigation on an Electronic Chart Display and Information System (ECDIS) without use of updated paper charts."

Primar Stavanger's recommended sales price for a large ENC which is the equivalent of a paper chart stands at USD 24, including weekly updates for one year.

The centre is now also offering ENCs with a six-month update subscription at half the price - i.e. USD 12 per large ENC. This offer is specially designed to meet the needs of shipping companies and other users with seasonal trading patterns, such as cruise liners.

Xenex Innovations, a company commercializing the PC Radar Technology, announced that it has signed an OEM license agreement with Sea Information Systems (SIS), a company founded in 1984 and located in Aberdeen, U.K. SIS designs and develops software systems for applications in marine and offshore operations.

The partnership aims to combine Xenex's PC Radar Technology with SIS's Electronic Chart Display and Information Systems (ECDIS) and Electronic Charting Systems (ECS); a trend they have identified within the marine industry.

South Tyneside College recently became the first institution in the world to receive Marine & Coastguard Agency (MCA) approval for the new Vessel Traffic Services (VTS) Supervisor Advancement Training standard (V-103/2). The course is recognised by the International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities (IALA), which sets standards for the training and certification of VTS personnel.

Supervisor training is the second stage qualification in the V-103 recommendations, introduced by the IALA in 1998, recognising the essential contribution of VTS personnel towards maritime safety and security. The V-103/2 standard provides those completing the course with key skills and the competence required to oversee VTS operations, including the ability to anticipate and address potentially serious incidents before they occur.

The new standard meets a recognised demand for VTS training above the basic level, bringing the UK into line with International Maritime Organization (IMO) and European Union guidelines on the training and certification of VTS personnel.

UK company Permac Electronics has launched a laptop computer specially developed for maritime applications. Priced at GBP 2,680.00 including VAT. It has anti-corrosion coated circuit boards and an internal anti corrosion device, for protection against salt spray and humidity. The keyboard has a removable waterproof membrane skin to protect it from occasional water splashes. Conrac has its own special flat panel screen, Tflex monitor, as part of the laptop. It can be read from many different angles in full sunlight.

Transas Telematics has launched its online fleet tracking system, Fleet View Online.  The ship tracking system comes jointly from Transas Telematics and MVS Communications and is designed to enable 24 hour asset tracking. Fleet View Online provides four data position reports per day, which are displayed on the Transas electronic charts and is supplied fully packaged with airtime. Users can also access data via the internet with a secure password. Tools offer voyage leg and cumulative distances and current and forecast meteorological data. Fleet View Online also shows vessel track history of up to 3 months and can receive data position reports from vessels via Inmarsat's new Fleet 77 range, Inmarsat C and Inmarsat D+.

Loadmaster International (LMI), a supplier of maritime shipboard loading computer systems for stress and stability calculations, announced a new ownership structure. LMI was formerly owned jointly by Herbert Engineering Corp. (HEC) of Alameda, California and Xantic BV of the Hague Netherlands. The Malmö operations LMI AB (former Kockumation) will be acquired by Kockum Sonics, also of Malmö Sweden, and the Alamdea operations of LMI will revert to sole ownership as a subsidiary of Herbert Engineering Corp. 

Two providers of satellite tracking and asset monitoring solutions, UK based telematics company Satamatics and Ottawa-based SkyWave Mobile Communications, have announced the signing of a partnership to collaborate on technology, network infrastructure and intellectual property. The companies aim to offer unprecedented service levels for global tracking and remote asset monitoring on the Inmarsat D+ network. Both SkyWave and Satamatics currently develop and market products and solutions for global asset tracking, monitoring and control solutions over land, sea or air. The partnership allows both companies to take advantage of Satamatics' established, global coverage hub and network, enabling them to focus their resources on market development and producing solutions for customers worldwide.

CONTAINERS AND SUPPLY CHAINS

Savi Technology’s co-founder, president and chief executive officer Vikram Verma, 38, was named this week by The World Economic Forum as one of 40 "Technology Pioneers for 2003". Verma will be involved in ongoing dialogues with world economic leaders on a variety of far-reaching issues affecting business and society, such as how innovative technologies can improve the global community by transforming the way business and society operates.

The World Economic Forum, based in Geneva, Switzerland, is an independent organization committed to improving the state of the world. The World Economic Forum created the Technology Pioneers program in partnership with Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu in 2000. Each year, the Forum selects up to 100 Tech Pioneers and invites them to speak at their annual conference, to be held next year in Davos, Switzerland.

This year, the World Economic Forum selected a group of chief executives from Australia, Canada, Denmark, Germany, Ireland, the Republic of Korea, the Netherlands, Sweden, the United States and the United Kingdom. The criteria for selection include innovation, potential impact, growth and sustainability, proof of concept and leadership.

FWL Technologies announced the acquisition of US-based logistics and internet software company i-Scope, including intellectual property rights. The company has also established FWL Technologies LLC, a US company in its own right, which will operate from New Jersey. FWL has been working on the deal for some months, systems testing the i-Scope products for compatibility with FWL's own mainstream solutions. i-Scope had developed a range of front-end applications that sit comfortably with FWL's own offerings. In addition, FWL Technologies also announced the acquisition of 70% majority share in off-shore development company, based in Pune, India.

International Asset Systems (IAS), a provider of asset management solutions to the international container transportation industry, announced that independent stack train operator Interdom Partners is the latest company to adopt IAS's InterBox intermodal reservation system. Interdom will begin using InterBox to supply equipment to its customers who reserve and schedule that equipment against their cargo bookings.

Interdom will use InterBox to consolidate its regional equipment inventories and make them available to intermodal marketing companies (IMCs), who then log in to search for and book equipment needed in a particular location. Once the booking is made, the information is electronically transmitted to all parties: Interdom, the equipment user and the facility holding the equipment. 

GT Nexus, provider of supply chain execution software, announced that KB Toys, America's largest combined mall-based and online specialty toy retailer, is now using GT Nexus Enterprise Series 7 (ES 7) to manage all cross-border shipments in its supply chain.  

KB Toys is using GT Nexus Orders and GT Nexus Analytics, the global visibility, supply chain event management and performance management product lines within ES 7. The implementation was completed on schedule, in time to provide KB Toys with end-to-end supply chain visibility for its three month pre-Christmas peak season period, during which time it ships the majority of its annual product volume.

The project called for GT Nexus to configure and deploy a global private logistics network specifically for KB Toys and its supply chain partners, which include ocean, air and truck carriers, 3PLs, customs brokers, suppliers and its five U.S. distribution centres. GT Nexus collaborative supply chain applications are hosted on this private logistics network, which serves as a global data repository and integration platform for KB Toys.

ECOM Agroindustrial Corporation has implemented the INTTRA-LINK solution to manage ocean transportation for its network of forwarders and consignees. ECOM operates on the worldwide agricultural commodities market, serving as an origination company for coffee, cotton and cocoa. INTTRA-ACT will enable consignees and other logistics providers to plan and manage resources by monitoring ocean-going cargo via a single portal. With trading houses in Switzerland and New York, ECOM ships primarily to the United States, Europe and Japan. ECOM has implemented the INTTRA-LINK solution at its Brazil site, and plans expansion to more origin offices in the next few weeks.

The ABS Council expressed strong support for a proposed comprehensive series of maritime security initiatives was expressed at its semi-annual meeting in New York yesterday following detailed presentations on the subject by ABS executives. 

"New demands will be placed on classification societies when the proposed IMO International Ship and Port Facility Security Code (ISPS Code) comes into effect," said ABS Chairman and CEO Frank J. Iarossi after the meeting. The ISPS Code is expected to be adopted by the IMO at the upcoming Diplomatic Conference in December. It is expected to enter into force on 1 July 2004. The ABS is currently developing security related services in anticipation of ISPS Code adoption.

In addition, ABS will be seeking early recognition as a Recognized Security Organization (RSO) by all the principal flag states with which it currently maintains agreements. 

The 60-strong Council is drawn from the more than 800 members of the classification society to provide guidance to the Chairman and management of the society. It includes prominent members of the shipowning, insurance and regulatory sectors.

SATCOMS

Wallenius Lines uses iOra shipboard intranet system 

http://www.iora.com

Shipping line Wallenius Lines has announced plans to install an intranet system onboard its vessels, produced by iOra, that communicates data over GSM (mobile phone communications) when the ships are near shore and Inmarsat -B when the ships are in the open ocean.

The intranet system will be used to deliver safety and cargo information from the head office to the fleet of vessels, including quality manuals, maintenance and purchasing information, and HR information.

iOra claims that Wallenius achieved a 35 per cent reduction in data communications costs by using its system in a trial, leading to the system being used in the whole fleet.

"We transmit critical data from our intranet and the maintenance and procurement systems. We also transmit valuable information on weather reporting, it is vital to keep the crew up to date," Wallenius says. 
The service will also be used to provide crew with access to news and current affairs and browse various websites offline while onboard ship, with the data downloaded daily to the vessel.

Launch of Shiptalk Seafarer portal

http://www.shiptalk.com
An online service for seafarers has been launched called ShipTalk.com. Run from the United Kingdom, the service is intended to evolve into a comprehensive seafarer information resource.

The site already has a variety of articles about seafarer related issues, some written specially and some taken from established shipping publications.

The company hopes that seafarers will use the service in internet cafes or at home, and eventually from onboard the ship itself, once shipboard internet access becomes more widespread.

It provides seafarers with advice about safety, legislation, job opportunities, how to make the most money and how to find lost colleagues. An annual fee of $10 will be charged.

Telaurus appoints European sales manager 

http://www.telaurus.com

Maritime communications company Telaurus Communications LLC of Cedar Knolls New Jersey has announced the appointment of Faith Cohen as European Sales Manager.  Faith brings to the newly created position a experience in maritime communications gained working 11 years with maritime service provider TEAMtalk Satellite, formerly known as IMC. She carries with her a broad range of skills having arrived at IMC as the company began its move to provide news services to the cruise market.  

Faith has a degree in Business Studies from John Moores University, Liverpool and multi-lingual proficiency in French, Italian, Russian and Hebrew. 

Invsat secures Bergesen contract

http://www.invsat.com

Invsat Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of Inmarsat Ventures, has announced that, through their teaming partner Teleconsult a/s, Norwegian shipping company Bergesen has confirmed its intention to roll out managed VSAT services from Aberdeen. By the end of 2003, 18 Bergesen vessels will be operating through Invsat's C-band teleport facilities in Aberdeen.

SOFTWARE

11 new clients for Nordic IT in first year 

http://www.nordic-it.com

Nordic IT, the shipbroker and shipping communications software company formed 12 months ago from a management buyout of MCS Win and MX Server software from Easylink Services, reports the following new clients:

CMP Agencies - Denmark, Wonsild Competitive Tankers Copenhagen - Denmark, AAen Transport - Denmark, Volgotanker Marine Services A/S - Denmark, R.S Platou Shipbrokers - Singapore, Reider Shipping - Holland, Brauer Shipping - Germany, ScanTrans - China, Thoresen - Thailand, Hav Chartering - Norway and Tordenskjold Marine - Norway.

In the past 12 months, a number of improvements and add-on modules have been made to the software. This includes:

Rules Module, to filter and process incoming messages (eg messages can be automatically sent to different mailboxes, printed, routed to fax machines); Approval Module, to manage the approval process for outgoing documents; Billing module; Optical character recognition module; Archiving module; Offline reader module; Position list module and Sales and purchase module.

INTTRA develops 24 hour rule software  

http://www.inttra.com/

INTTRA, provider of business-to-business ocean freight transportation services, announced enhancements to its systems to support those customers and carriers affected by the new US Customs Container Security Initiative (CSI) regulations. 

The regulations, which are scheduled to take effect on December 2, will help detect potential container security risks, and will require carriers and Non-Vessel Operating Common Carriers (NVOCCs) to file cargo declarations 24 hours before loading the container onto a US-bound vessel. Non-compliance may result in delayed shipments and added supply chain costs for shippers, forwarders and carriers.

INTTRA is announcing workflow tools that streamline documentation-related business processes across its network of shippers, forwarders and carriers. Beginning December 2, registered participants will be able to leverage INTTRA's integrated documentation process to support both CSI and shipping instruction requirements. 

Workflow messages and reports alert designated individuals regarding instructions and timing for CSI submission. Registered shippers, forwarders and NVOCCs can access these features via INTTRA-ACT (Web-hosted solution) or INTTRA-LINK (integrated solution), or through software providers connected to INTTRA. Workflow tools can be used for INTTRA carrier bookings, whether booked through INTTRA or directly with its carriers.

Lloyd's Register develops risk assessment software  

http://www.lr.org/code/home.htm

Lloyd's Register announced the release of Mariner, operational risk assessment software that helps ship operators identify and better manage risk in their shipboard operations. 

Developed by Lloyd's Register over a four-year period, it incorporates substantial input from industry leaders responsible for managing safety in shipping companies.

In addition to its primary function for carrying out operational risk assessments, Mariner incorporates other applications including health surveillance, incident reporting, environmental management systems and accident statistics based on the OCIMF Marine Injury Reporting Guidelines.

Instead of traditional paper methods, Mariner provides an in-built messaging system as a feature of the software that allows paperless exchange of information such as risk assessments, accident reports and near-miss reports.

Met Office to take part in rogue wave research 

http://www.metoffice.com

As part of MAXWAVE, and EU research project, the Met Office, in collaboration with five research organisations in Europe, aims to identify the sea condition in which rogue waves - the term given to ocean waves of exceptional height and steepness- develop. 

Using state-of-the-art computer models that can forecast the ocean wave energy spectrum, along with detailed observations of the sea surface from laser sensors and satellite-borne radar, known rogue wave events can be analysed. 

If funded, a second phase of the work could also provide probability data for predicting survival sea conditions. 

MarineLiens and Chartered Institute of Arbitrators form online alliance 

http://www.arbitrators.org/DRS/Schemes/marine_leins.htm.

http://www.MarineLiens.com.

Marine Liens Ltd., owner of the global maritime-lien database at www.MarineLiens.com, has formed a strategic alliance with London-based Chartered Institute of Arbitrators for the purpose of assisting in the resolution of online disputes between maritime contractors or suppliers and vessel owners. 

The year-old MarineLiens.com, a forum for posting and searching maritime lien claims, maintains its own online resolution process. Once a claim of lien is posted, notification is sent to the owner of the vessel, who then has the opportunity to refute. Notification of rebuttal is sent to the claimant, who then has 30 days to respond. If s/he does not respond, the claim is automatically marked as settled. Should the claimant respond to the vessel owner's challenge, the claim stands and the dispute must be resolved outside of the Web site. 

MarineLiens.com encourages parties who are unable to resolve liens through its Web site to seek any available outside resources to facilitate settlements. The Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIA) has developed an online dispute-resolution process that dovetails well with the Marineliens.com process. The CIA has tailored a procedure and fee structure that provides for resolution of maritime lien claims through mediation and arbitration-all through the Internet. 

SES has been quality certified according to ISO 9001: 2000

http://www.vardakis.com

Shipping software company, Shipmanagement Expert Systems S.A. (SES), has received ISO 9001:2000 certification from BVQI, a quality management systems registrar. 

SES was certified ISO 9001:2000 compliant at the end of an extensive analysis in which the company with BVQI evaluated how the company guarantees product quality at every step of the product and business cycle. The company was successfully certified after one round of audits without any non-conformity.

EBtrust Certification for SYX

http://www.syx.com

http://www.dnv.com

DNV Certification AS has awarded ShipyardXchange AS (SYX) the EBtrust Certification for good e-business management.

The EBtrust Certification affirms that DNV has found SYX's operations to be in full compliance with the standards set by the four EBtrust modules: Ethics, Infrastructure, Security, and Process and Organisation.

With EBtrust, DNV complies with the same principles as for accredited certification: DNV visits the customers, stipulates requirements, and points out factors that have to be improved before a certificate can be issued. Regular audits are conducted after the certificate has been issued, since EBtrust also stipulates continuous improvements as a requirement.

ELECTRONICS

Northrop Grumman supplies integrated bridge system for destroyers

http://www.northgrum.com/

http://www.sperrymarine.com/

Northrop Grumman Corporation's Sperry Marine business unit has been awarded a contract to supply integrated bridge systems (IBS) for the next eight U.S. Navy Arleigh Burke (DDG 51)-class destroyers. 

The IBS includes primary navigation sensors, radars, electronic chart display and information systems, gyrocompasses, autopilots, ship control systems and other navigation systems, all running under Sperry Marine's proprietary Voyage Management System software.

The IBS contracts for DDG 94 through DDG 101 were awarded to Sperry Marine by Bath Iron Works (BIW), lead shipyard for the DDG 51-class Aegis destroyers. The ships are being built at BIW and Northrop Grumman's Ingalls Operations. The first ship to receive the IBS installation will be the Nitze (DDG 94), scheduled to be commissioned in 2005. The contract is valued at $7.9 million.

Free 3 month electronic charts trial from Primar Stavanger 

http://www.primar-stavanger.org

Electronic navigational chart (ENC) coordinating centre Primar Stavanger, is introducing a free trial for vessels considering joining its service.

A revision of its pricing regime for ENCs aimed at users with short-term chart requirements has also been announced.

Agreed with the centre's cooperating hydrographic offices, the trial will allow ships to select from more than 1 100 ENCs from nine nations without charge for a three-month period. 

This offer reflects an acknowledgement that considerable confusion continues to prevail about the difference between ENCs and other official and unofficial chart services.

Primar Stavanger believes that the reluctance of many ship owners to take advantage of this new and better chart service can best be overcome by allowing them to test it for a time. 

"We think that many more potential users will thereby appreciate the benefits of moving from other raster and vector services to ENCs," says marketing manager Rune H Johnsen.

"Only ENCs authorized by a Hydrographic Office are permitted, under International Maritime Organisation (IMO) regulations, for navigation on an Electronic Chart Display and Information System (ECDIS) without use of updated paper charts."

Primar Stavanger's recommended sales price for a large ENC which is the equivalent of a paper chart stands at USD 24, including weekly updates for one year.

The centre is now also offering ENCs with a six-month update subscription at half the price - i.e. USD 12 per large ENC.

This offer is specially designed to meet the needs of shipping companies and other users with seasonal trading patterns, such as cruise liners.

Xenex announces Sea Information Systems OEM License agreement

http://www.xenex.com

Xenex Innovations, a company commercializing the PC Radar Technology, announced that it has signed an OEM license agreement with Sea Information Systems (SIS), a company founded in 1984 and located in Aberdeen, U.K. SIS designs and develops software systems for applications in marine and offshore operations.

The partnership aims to combine Xenex's PC Radar Technology with SIS's Electronic Chart Display and Information Systems (ECDIS) and Electronic Charting Systems (ECS); a trend they have identified within the marine industry.

New college course highlights importance of VTS training

http://www.stc.ac.uk/

South Tyneside College recently became the first institution in the world to receive Marine & Coastguard Agency (MCA) approval for the new Vessel Traffic Services (VTS) Supervisor Advancement Training standard (V-103/2).

The course is recognised by the International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities (IALA), which sets standards for the training and certification of VTS personnel.

Supervisor training is the second stage qualification in the V-103 recommendations, introduced by the IALA in 1998, recognising the essential contribution of VTS personnel towards maritime safety and security. The V-103/2 standard provides those completing the course with key skills and the competence required to oversee VTS operations, including the ability to anticipate and address potentially serious incidents before they occur.

The new standard meets a recognised demand for VTS training above the basic level, bringing the UK into line with International Maritime Organization (IMO) and European Union guidelines on the training and certification of VTS personnel.

Transas opens in Oslo 

www.transas.com

The new Transas representative office in Oslo, Transas Norge AS, commences operations from December 1, 2002. The company will be the official distributor of the whole range of Transas products, including marine software and electronics, maritime simulators and VTS systems, in this country.

Transas Scandinavia AB, has been servicing Norwegian customers from the Gothenburg office. But according to Charlie Carlsson, Managing Director of Transas Scandinavia, now the Norwegian market calls for more efficient and closer approach. 

Permac Electronics launches shipboard laptop computer 

http://www.permac.co.uk

UK company Permac Electronics has launched a laptop computer specially developed for maritime applications. Priced at GBP 2,680.00 including VAT.

It has anti-corrosion coated circuit boards and an internal anti corrosion device, for protection against salt spray and humidity. The keyboard has a removable waterproof membrane skin to protect it from occasional water splashes.

Conrac has its own special flat panel screen, Tflex monitor, as part of the laptop. It can be read from many different angles in full sunlight.

Transas tracking tool goes live

http://www.fleetviewonline.com

http://www.transas.com

Transas Telematics has launched its online fleet tracking system, Fleet View Online.  The ship tracking system comes jointly from Transas Telematics and MVS Communications and is designed to enable 24 hour asset tracking.

Fleet View Online provides four data position reports per day, which are displayed on the Transas electronic charts and is supplied fully packaged with airtime. Users can also access data via the internet with a secure password.

Tools offer voyage leg and cumulative distances and current and forecast meteorological data. Fleet View Online also shows vessel track history of up to 3 months and can receive data position reports from vessels via Inmarsat's new Fleet 77 range, Inmarsat C and Inmarsat D+.

Kockum Sonics acquire Loadmaster International AB

http://www.loadmasterint.com

http://www.herbert.com

http://www.kockumsonics.com/

Loadmaster International (LMI), a supplier of maritime shipboard loading computer systems for stress and stability calculations, announced a new ownership structure. 

LMI was formerly owned jointly by Herbert Engineering Corp. (HEC) of Alameda, California and Xantic BV of the Hague Netherlands. The Malmö operations LMI AB (former Kockumation) will be acquired by Kockum Sonics, also of Malmö Sweden, and the Alamdea operations of LMI will revert to sole ownership as a subsidiary of Herbert Engineering Corp. 

Satamatics and SkyWave mobile establish partnership 

www.satamatics.com

Two providers of satellite tracking and asset monitoring solutions, UK based telematics company Satamatics and Ottawa-based SkyWave Mobile Communications, have announced the signing of a partnership to collaborate on technology, network infrastructure and intellectual property. The companies aim to offer unprecedented service levels for global tracking and remote asset monitoring on the Inmarsat D+ network.

Both SkyWave and Satamatics currently develop and market products and solutions for global asset tracking, monitoring and control solutions over land, sea or air. The partnership allows both companies to take advantage of Satamatics' established, global coverage hub and network, enabling them to focus their resources on market development and producing solutions for customers worldwide.

CONTAINERS AND SUPPLY CHAINS

APL gets IT innovation award

http://www.apl.com/

Logistics company APL, subsidiaries of Singapore-based Neptune Orient Lines (NOL), received the award for IT Innovation at a gala ceremony in Hong Kong. The award was based on votes cast by the readers of supply chain management publication Freight Transport Buyer Asia, as well as the Asian readerships of Containerisation International and International Freighting Weekly.

Readers were asked to consider a number of criteria before casting their votes, including reliability of information technology (IT) solutions as well as cost savings and efficiency gains resulting from its implementation.

APL and sister company APL Logistics (APLL) were finalists in several other categories at the awards.

Savi CEO named "technology pioneer for 2003" 

http://www.savi.com

Vikram Verma, 38, co-founder, president and chief executive officer of logistics company Savi Technology, was named this week by The World Economic Forum as one of 40 "Technology Pioneers for 2003". Verma will be involved in ongoing dialogues with world economic leaders on a variety of far-reaching issues affecting business and society, such as how innovative technologies can improve the global community by transforming the way business and society operates.

The World Economic Forum, based in Geneva, Switzerland, is an independent organization committed to improving the state of the world. The World Economic Forum created the Technology Pioneers program in partnership with Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu in 2000. Each year, the Forum selects up to 100 Tech Pioneers and invites them to speak at their annual conference, to be held next year in Davos, Switzerland.

This year, the World Economic Forum selected a group of chief executives from Australia, Canada, Denmark, Germany, Ireland, the Republic of Korea, the Netherlands, Sweden, the United States and the United Kingdom. The criteria for selection include innovation, potential impact, growth and sustainability, proof of concept and leadership.

FWL Technologies acquires US Software Company

http://www.fwltech.com

FWL Technologies announced the acquisition of US-based logistics and internet software company i-Scope, including intellectual property rights. The company has also established FWL Technologies LLC, a US company in its own right, which will operate from New Jersey.

FWL has been working on the deal for some months, systems testing the i-Scope products for compatibility with FWL's own mainstream solutions. i-Scope had developed a range of front-end applications that sit comfortably with FWL's own offerings.

In addition, FWL Technologies also announced the acquisition of 70% majority share in off-shore development company, based in Pune, India.

Shippers will use InterBox to source Interdom equipment

http://www.interasset.com

At the IANA Intermodal Expo, held November 16-19, 2002 at Anaheim Convention Centre Anaheim, CA, International Asset Systems (IAS), a provider of asset management solutions to the international container transportation industry, announced that independent stack train operator Interdom Partners is the latest company to adopt IAS's InterBox intermodal reservation system. Interdom will begin using InterBox to supply equipment to its customers who reserve and schedule that equipment against their cargo bookings.

Interdom will use InterBox to consolidate its regional equipment inventories and make them available to intermodal marketing companies (IMCs), who then log in to search for and book equipment needed in a particular location. Once the booking is made, the information is electronically transmitted to all parties: Interdom, the equipment user and the facility holding the equipment. 

KB Toys uses GT Nexus Enterprise Series 7

http:// www.gtnexus.com

http://www.kbtoys.com

http://www.etoys.com

GT Nexus, provider of supply chain execution software, announced that KB Toys, America's largest combined mall-based and online specialty toy retailer, is now using GT Nexus Enterprise Series 7 (ES 7) to manage all cross-border shipments in its supply chain.  

KB Toys is using GT Nexus Orders and GT Nexus Analytics, the global visibility, supply chain event management and performance management product lines within ES 7. The implementation was completed on schedule, in time to provide KB Toys with end-to-end supply chain visibility for its three month pre-Christmas peak season period, during which time it ships the majority of its annual product volume.

The project called for GT Nexus to configure and deploy a global private logistics network specifically for KB Toys and its supply chain partners, which include ocean, air and truck carriers, 3PLs, customs brokers, suppliers and its five U.S. distribution centres. GT Nexus collaborative supply chain applications are hosted on this private logistics network, which serves as a global data repository and integration platform for KB Toys.

ECOM to use INTTRA-LINK

http://www.ecomtrading.com

http://www.inttra.com

ECOM Agroindustrial Corporation has implemented the INTTRA-LINK solution to manage ocean transportation for its network of forwarders and consignees. 

ECOM operates on the worldwide agricultural commodities market, serving as an origination company for coffee, cotton and cocoa. INTTRA-ACT will enable consignees and other logistics providers to plan and manage resources by monitoring ocean-going cargo via a single portal. 

With trading houses in Switzerland and New York, ECOM ships primarily to the United States, Europe and Japan. ECOM has implemented the INTTRA-LINK solution at its Brazil site, and plans expansion to more origin offices in the next few weeks.

ABS Council supports maritime security initiatives

http://www.eagle.org/

Strong support for a proposed comprehensive series of maritime security initiatives was expressed by the ABS Council at its semi-annual meeting in New York yesterday following detailed presentations on the subject by ABS executives. 

"New demands will be placed on classification societies when the proposed IMO International Ship and Port Facility Security Code (ISPS Code) comes into effect," said ABS Chairman and CEO Frank J. Iarossi after the meeting. The ISPS Code is expected to be adopted by the IMO at the upcoming Diplomatic Conference in December. It is expected to enter into force on 1 July 2004. The ABS is currently developing security related services in anticipation of ISPS Code adoption.

In addition, ABS will be seeking early recognition as a Recognized Security Organization (RSO) by all the principal flag states with which it currently maintains agreements. 

The 60-strong Council is drawn from the more than 800 members of the classification society to provide guidance to the Chairman and management of the society. It includes prominent members of the shipowning, insurance and regulatory sectors.

