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DECK


Livewire Digital was involved in a project running Inmarsat –B and Inmarsat Fleet together with a shipboard wireless communications network, on a Superyacht. Here’s the story





BY LINE


By Tristan Wood, managing director, Livewire Digital 





BODY


The 46m expedition yacht MV Maupiti has a quite a bit of technology onboard, a technology-savvy captain and an owner who likes to lead the field in IT. 





When they were offered the opportunity to conduct a maritime field evaluations of Inmarsat’s new Fleet F77 service with a Nokia wireless LAN, they didn’t need much persuading.





Launched in 1993, the Maupiti was originally equipped with both Inmarsat A and B systems, giving her owner and crew reliable voice and data rates of up to 64kbit/s. But with spare parts for the Inmarsat A becoming increasingly difficult to source, Captain Stewart Fontaine was on the lookout for a replacement system. 





The owners of the Maupiti run several business ventures, so robust data communications are vital. 





As well as purely business applications, the 128kbit/s service was used to download the British Admiralty Notice to Mariners each week. E-mail and weather routeing wre also common applications.





Inmarsat Fleet’s Mobile Packet Data service (MPDS) is used onboard for instant messaging, which has proved a useful business tool, not just for the owners but also for communication between the crew and the Maupiti’s management agency, Fraser Yachts.





 “We use it for all sorts of simple, real-time conferencing where we just need simple yes/no answers,” says Stewart.





“It’s a great business tool, and one I can see being a lot more widely used in future.”





The ship-shore communications terminal is coupled to a wireless local area network system onboard, also installed by Livewire, which gives owners and crew Internet access throughout the vessel. They can work on laptops on deck, in the saloon, and in our cabins.





SUBHEAD


Fleet and B linked together 





The Fleet F77 onboard was bonded to the existing Inmarsat B terminal, giving a combined data rate of up to 128kbit/s. 





Technology  developed by Livewire Digital allowed the two systems to be 


bonded together for the first time and, according to Stewart, it worked. 





The system doesn’t always use the whole 128kbit/s bandwidth. Livewire’s equipment switches on the second channel (the Inmarsat B) automatically when it detects a large file download. It also shuts down both the Fleet F77 and Inmarsat B ISDN channels after 30 seconds if no data is being transmitted.





By replacing Inmarsat A with Fleet F77, we were looking for a system to provide a ‘clever redundancy’, and something that would provide additional bandwidth for data applications.”

















