Maersk to retrofit vessels with Fleet 77
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Shipping line Maersk has embarked on a program to fit its vessels with Fleet 77 terminals, following its participation in the Fleet 77 field trials. 

In the field trial, a Thrane and Thrane terminal was fitted onboard Chastine Maersk, a 6 000 TEU vessel engaged in trade between Sweden and the US West Coast, going through all Inmarsat Ocean Regions on its route via the Atlantic, the Mediterranean, the Suez Canal, the Indian Ocean, Singapore, Japan, the Pacific and the US. 

The trial was implemented and monitored by Henrik Schmidt, head of IT and communications at A P Moller, along with his colleague Torsten Svanholm, senior superintendent engineer, with data going through Telenor’s EIK land earth station. 

The main advantage of Inmarsat Fleet, the company says, is the faster (64 kbps) and lower cost data transfer available over the Fleet ISDN service. Maersk vessels send, on average, 300 kilobytes of data a day - not really practical to send over Inmarsat –M, which the company had been using.

A P Moller is much more interested in Fleet’s ISDN capability, rather than the packet data service. “ISDN is undoubtedly the best feature of F77 as it is cost effective and suits our current software, much of which was developed in house by Mærsk Data,” comments Mr Schmidt.

However the company recognises the potential benefits of the packet data service, which would enable it to effectively treat the shipboard computer in exactly the same way as all of the other 40 000 computers in the company. 

“Fleet F77 makes it possible for the ship to become another node in our global network,” comments Mr Svanholm.

“MPDS would be particularly suitable if an onboard engineer cannot identify or fix a problem. An online link with the manufacturer, where the engineer could take advantage of instant chat messaging and send diagnostic data together with digital images, could greatly aid fault finding. This could save time out of service and therefore save money.” 

“The aim is not to replace engineers on ships - I don't see a cost benefit for total remote monitoring as we would have to have a 24 hour monitoring office."

