MILESTONES THIS MONTH

Invsat Limited, a subsidiary of Inmarsat Ventures, has announced that, through its teaming partner Teleconsult a/s, Norwegian shipping company Bergesen has confirmed its intention to roll out managed VSAT services from Aberdeen. By the end of 2003, 18 Bergesen vessels will be operating through Invsat's C-band teleport facilities in Aberdeen.

Northrop Grumman Corporation's Sperry Marine business unit announced a partnership agreement with Thrane & Thrane AS under which Sperry Marine will market the Capsat Fleet 77 Broadband Satellite Communications System. Under the agreement with Thrane & Thrane, Sperry Marine will offer a broadband satcom terminal as part of its extensive suite of integrated navigation, communications and ship control systems.

ShipTalk, an online service for seafarers, was launched this month (www.shiptalk.com). Run from the United Kingdom, the service is intended to evolve into a comprehensive seafarer information resource. The site has a variety of articles about seafarer related issues and provides advice about safety, legislation, job opportunities, how to make the most money and how to find lost colleagues. An annual fee of $10 will be charged. 

Lloyd's Register announced the release of Mariner, operational risk assessment software that helps ship operators identify and better manage risk in their shipboard operations. Mariner provides an in-built messaging system as a feature of the software that allows paperless exchange of information such as risk assessments, accident reports and near-miss reports.

The Met Office, in collaboration with five research organisations in Europe, aims to identify the sea condition in which rogue waves develop, as part of MAXWAVE, an EU research project. Using state-of-the-art computer models that can forecast the ocean wave energy spectrum, along with detailed observations of the sea surface from laser sensors and satellite-borne radar, known rogue wave events can be analysed. If funded, a second phase of the work could also provide probability data for predicting survival sea conditions. 

Marine Liens Ltd. has partnered with London-based Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (CIA) to assist in the resolution of online disputes between maritime contractors or suppliers and vessel owners. The CIA has developed an online dispute-resolution process that will be used in conjunction with MarineLiens.com, a forum for posting and searching maritime lien claims. The CIA has tailored a procedure and fee structure that provides for resolution of maritime lien claims through mediation and arbitration - all through the Internet. 

Shipping software company, Shipmanagement Expert Systems S.A. (SES), has received ISO 9001:2000 certification from BVQI, a quality management systems registrar. SES was certified ISO 9001:2000 compliant at the end of an extensive analysis in which the company with BVQI evaluated how the company guarantees product quality at every step of the product and business cycle. 

ShipyardXchange AS (SYX) was awarded the EBtrust Certification for good e-business management by DNV Certification AS. The EBtrust Certification affirms that DNV has found SYX's operations to be in full compliance with the standards set by the four EBtrust modules: Ethics, Infrastructure, Security, and Process and Organisation. 

Electronic navigational chart (ENC) coordinating centre Primar Stavanger, is introducing a free trial for vessels considering joining its service. A revision of its pricing regime for ENCs aimed at users with short-term chart requirements has also been announced. The trial will allow ships to select from more than 1 100 ENCs from nine nations without charge for a three-month period. 

Xenex Innovations announced it has signed an OEM license agreement with software company Sea Information Systems (SIS). The partnership aims to combine Xenex's PC Radar Technology with SIS's Electronic Chart Display and Information Systems (ECDIS) and Electronic Charting Systems (ECS); a trend they have identified within the marine industry.

South Tyneside College became the first institution in the world to receive Marine & Coastguard Agency (MCA) approval for the new Vessel Traffic Services (VTS) Supervisor Advancement Training standard (V-103/2). The course is recognised by the International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities (IALA), which sets standards for the training and certification of VTS personnel

UK company Permac Electronics has launched a laptop computer specially developed for maritime applications, priced at GBP 2 680.00 including VAT. It has anti-corrosion coated circuit boards and an internal anti corrosion device, for protection against salt spray and humidity. The keyboard has a removable waterproof membrane skin to protect it from occasional water splashes. Conrac has its own special flat panel screen, Tflex monitor, as part of the laptop. It can be read from many different angles in full sunlight.

Transas Telematics has launched its online fleet tracking system, Fleet View Online.  The ship tracking system comes jointly from Transas Telematics and MVS Communications and is designed to enable 24 hour asset tracking. Fleet View Online provides four data position reports per day, which are displayed on the Transas electronic charts and is supplied fully packaged with airtime. 

Loadmaster International (LMI), a supplier of maritime shipboard loading computer systems for stress and stability calculations, announced a new ownership structure. LMI was formerly owned jointly by Herbert Engineering Corp. (HEC) of Alameda, California and Xantic BV of the Hague Netherlands. The Malmö operations LMI AB (former Kockumation) will be acquired by Kockum Sonics, also of Malmö Sweden, and the Alamdea operations of LMI will revert to sole ownership as a subsidiary of Herbert Engineering Corp. 

Savi Technology’s co-founder, president and chief executive officer Vikram Verma, 38, was named by The World Economic Forum as one of 40 "Technology Pioneers for 2003". Each year, the Forum selects up to 100 Tech Pioneers and invites them to speak at their annual conference, to be held next year in Davos, Switzerland. 

FWL Technologies announced the acquisition of US-based logistics and internet software company i-Scope, including intellectual property rights. i-Scope had developed a range of front-end applications that sit comfortably with FWL's own offerings. The company has also established FWL Technologies LLC, a US company in its own right, which will operate from New Jersey.

INTTRA announced enhancements to its systems to support those customers and carriers affected by the new US Customs Container Security Initiative (CSI) regulations. The regulations, which are scheduled to take effect on December 2, will help detect potential container security risks, and will require carriers and Non-Vessel Operating Common Carriers to file cargo declarations 24 hours before loading the container onto a US-bound vessel. Registered participants will be able to leverage INTTRA's integrated documentation process to support both CSI and shipping instruction requirements. 

ECOM Agroindustrial Corporation has implemented the INTTRA-LINK solution to manage ocean transportation for its network of forwarders and consignees. ECOM operates on the worldwide agricultural commodities market, serving as an origination company for coffee, cotton and cocoa. 

International Asset Systems (IAS), a provider of asset management solutions to the international container transportation industry, announced that independent stack train operator Interdom Partners has adopted its InterBox intermodal reservation system. Interdom will begin using InterBox to supply equipment to its customers who reserve and schedule that equipment against their cargo bookings.

GT Nexus, provider of supply chain execution software, announced that KB Toys is now using GT Nexus Enterprise Series 7 (ES 7) to manage all cross-border shipments in its supply chain. GT Nexus configured and deployed a global private logistics network specifically for KB Toys and its supply chain partners, which include ocean, air and truck carriers, 3PLs, customs brokers, suppliers and its five U.S. distribution centres. 

