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There is a training standard developed for operators of vessel traffic systems. Recently South Tyneside College, UK, was the first institution to receive UK Maritime and Coastguard Agency approval that its course meets the new VTS Supervisor Advancement Training standard (V-103/2).

The course is recognised by the International Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse Authorities (IALA), which sets standards for the training and certification of VTS personnel.

Supervisor training is the second stage qualification in the V-103 recommendations, introduced by the IALA in 1998, recognising the contribution of VTS personnel towards maritime safety and security. 

The V-103/2 standard provides those completing the course with key skills and the competence required to oversee VTS operations, including the ability to anticipate and address potentially serious incidents before they occur.
The new standard meets a recognised demand for VTS training above the basic level, bringing the UK into line with International Maritime Organization (IMO) and European Union guidelines on the training and certification of VTS personnel.

The VTS Supervisor plays a vital role in a complex operational environment, and contributes to maritime safety, general security, environmental protection and port efficiency,” says Bob Shaw, team leader on the course. “The VTS Supervisor course prepares participants to take their place as professionals alongside others in the marine industry.”

The new course has been welcomed by ports and VTS Authorities, who see it as an opportunity to improve the training of their VTS staff and enhance safety and efficiency for all vessels using their facilities.

So far, more than 85 existing VTS Operators from several ports in the UK, including Sullom Voe, Peterhead, Tees & Hartlepool, Harwich, London, Southampton, Holyhead, Larne and Sunderland have attended the college.

