MAIN HEAD Posidonia preview
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DECK HEAD At the beginning of June the whole shipping world will be coming to Piraeus, Greece, for Posidonia. 

BODY

Whilst those of us involved in maritime operations will be working hard in the exhibition stands, shipbrokers will be engaged in their own breed of hard work, doing deals over their mobile phones alongside the pool at the Voulagmeni holiday resort. 

The exhibition doesn’t open until 11 am in the morning though, which means that its possible to go out fairly late and still get a good night’s sleep. Its going to be quite large; the event attracted 28,750 visitors when last held in 2000 with 1,500 exhibitors. 

“Today Greek owners are rapidly renewing their fleet and upgrading its infrastructure, creating opportunities for all sectors,” say the event organisers. “Posidonia 2002 will capture this mood of regeneration, of technology-driven change.”

SUBHEAD France Telecom

Maritime telecommunications provider France Telecom (www.francetelecom-mobilesat.com) will be launching its Inmarsat Fleet service at Posidonia. 

Users will be able to manage their Inmarast Fleet account via a special home page hosted by France Telecom, with different levels of administration and communications controls, so that different users onboard ships are able to do different things. 

They can control the types of transmission allowed through the service, for example prohibit communications of HTML pages so that seafarers cannot surf the internet onboard ships (which can get very expensive). 

Using the controls in conjunction with different accounts, the system might be configured so that the shipmaster can download all the news and graphics heavy web pages he likes, whilst other seafarers are only allowed to use very inexpensive instant messaging. 

The interface also allows real time tracking of communications and access to all traffic details over the three previous months. This data can be accessed both onshore and on the ship, so that everybody can monitor exactly how big a telephone bill the ship is amassing and take steps to ensure it does not get too high. 

France Telecom supports using the Fleet terminal as part of a shipping company’s virtual private network (VPN), with secure communications into it. Vessels can have a fixed IP address, which will simplify connections with the business network; no matter where the ship is on the world, the business network will still recognise the ship. 

France Telecom will also demonstrate its free e-mail software, with automatic compression and optional filtering services. Other services to be exhibited are its scratch and phone cards for seafarers and Navimail service to retrive customised ship weather forecast files. 


SUBHEAD Navarino Telecom

Navarino Telecom of Greece, considered to be one of the fastest growing Inmarsat airtime providers, will be demonstrating its complete communications packages, incorporating both airtime and hardware, for Inmarsat mini-M, Fleet 77, ship-shore e-mail software and Iridium.

Navarino was the sole representative of British Telecom in Greece until its recent acquisition by Stratos; it continues to act as Stratos’ distributor. It is also a distributor of Thrane and Thrane satellite communications terminals. 

Navarino also recently signed to be a dealer in Greece for maritime e-mail software company Global Technology. The compay also provides accounting authority services and specialised internet services for the maritime industry. 

 

SUBHEAD Newslink Services

Shipboard news provider Newslink Services (www.newslinkservices.com) will be launching an Offline Newspaper Viewer at Posidonia. If seafarers perusing news onboard vessels using this piece of software, rather than using Adobe Acrobat, Newslink can reduce the size of each newspaper file to under 10 kb, resulting in savings on ship-shore communication costs. 

Newslink will have an internet café for visitors at its exhibition stand. It will demonstrate its NewsLink newspaper, sent to vessels by e-mail, and the NewsLink Infotainment Magazine sent to vessels quarterly by CD-ROM. The company promises that its stand at Posidonia will portray the technology driven change sweeping the maritime industry. 

SUBHEAD Seamenship International

Scottish maritime training software house Seamenship International (http://www.seamanship.com) will be using its exhibition at Posidonia to build its European presence. 

The company would like to meet shipping companies, training institutions, deck and engineer officers and prospective distributors. It will also be showcasing its new Seamanship training and Seamanship Library products. 

SUBHEAD Netshipbrokers

Netshipbrokers will have its online tool for shipbroking on display. 

Netshipbrokers was one of the first companies to get involved in online chartering, in business since 1997. “Everyone else follows our own ideas,” claims director Dr. Panagiotis Nomikos. “We have the most experienced team of operators and the largest networks, market penetration and support.

The site has a private area, where a small group of shipbrokers, who already know and trust each other well, share shipping requirements with each other, with listings of exclusive cargoes, online voyage estimation, online negotiating, online fixture reports, online disbursement management, online bunkering management and online vessel movement follow up. Dr Nomikos estimates that “perhaps a dozen vessels are fixed every through weeks through our information.”

Each potential member to the private area is checked by asking existing members if they know the broker and believes them to be professional and trustworthy. 

The public area is used by over 6,000 members around the world, circulating cargoes, vessel positions and sale and purchase requirements. Requirements are accepted into the database free of charge. 

Subscriptions are charged at USD 350 for the public area for six months; $500 for the “exclusive” area and $700 for both areas.

==

SUBHEAD Marine Provider

E-procurement company MarineProvider (http://www.marineprovider.com) will be giving live demonstrations of its online tool, showing how its system integrates into Xantic’s AMOS M&P (maintenance and purchasing) system and ShipNet’s SNAPS backoffice purchasing system. 

It will also demonstrate live bunker fuel trading, together with partner company OceanConnect, and demonstrate a mystery “new MarineProvider product”, which has already completed acceptance trials with shipowners. 

SUBHEAD Transas

Transas (www.transas.com) will exhibit a multi screen ship training simulator system, and onboard equipment including ECDIS (electronic chart display and information system) and automatic identification system (AIS). Transas will exhibit together with its Greek distributor, SRH Marine Electronics. 

It will demonstrate its Navi-Trainer shiphandling simulator, its engine room simulator and a liquid cargo handling simulator. These are all PC-based systems. 

The Navi Sailor electronic chart display system will retrieve live AIS information from an AIS system fitted onboard a Greek ferry. 

SBHEAD McMurdo Pains Wessex

Maritime safety equipment manufacturer McMurdo Pains Wessex (www.mcmurdo.co.uk) will exhibit its new universal automatic identification system (AIS), developed in joint venture with maritime software company Transas. 

It will also exhibit its Fastfind personal location beacon. This device, similar in size to a cellular phone, can be used to alert worldwide search and rescue services of an emergency and tell them precisely where you are, using GPS (positioning) satellites to get a position and satellite communications to send the alert within 3 minutes. 

it will also exhibit its VHF radio with integral digital selective calling, and its wristwatch man overboard system which sends a safety alert if the wearer falls overboard. 

SUBHEAD Kongsberg Seatex

Kongsberg Seatex, the company in the Kongsberg maritime electronics group specialising in maritime navigation and positioning systems, will exhibit its AIS 100 transponder. 

SUBHEAD Teledata Marine Systems

Maritime software company Teledata Marine Systems (www.teledata-usa.com) will exhibit ShipManager software for day to day management of a shipping company, board in the office and onboard ship; it wall also exhibit its Active Condition Based Maintenance system for shipboard maintenance planning; its Classification Society Manager software to help classification societies work together with shipowners and surveyors over the internet; and RepairNet, its tool to report problems with components and discover any trends in faults. 

SUBHEAD Saracom

South Korean maritime equipment manufacturer Saracom (www.saracom.net) will exhibit its marine navigational and communication equipment including GMDSS, ship sound signal appliances, auto ship handling and Inmarsat C services.

SUBHEAD Telaurus Communications 

Ship-shore communications company Telaurus Communications (www.telaurus.com) will exhibit together with its Greek agent Franman Ltd its se@COMM ship-shore e-mail software and its Telaurus Global Network which combines satellite ship-shore communications with its own high frequency radio communications. 

SUBHEAD STN Atlas

German maritime electronics company STN Atlas will exhibit together with its Piraeus distribute Marine Industrial Enterprises. 

It will demonstrate its Chartradar Atlas 1000, a type approved console which combines full radar capabilities with electronic charting, with an integrated conning function. The console is available both 12 and 16 inch versions, with two radar antenna speeds.  The console works with either S57 Edition 3 electronic chart data or C-Map CM93 format. 

STN Atlas will also exhibit its Satlog Debeg 4124 satelite navigation and speed log system with GPS-Glonass combined satellite positions. The unit can calculate vessel’s position and speed taking data from the GPS and Glonass positioning satellites, with accuracies of 8m position and 0.2 knots speed. If there is a differential GPS signal, the accuracy increases to 1m position and 0.1 knots speed. 

The company will display a new automatic identification system (AIS), the Debeg 3400, which can provide alphanumeric and graphic target and traffic information, either standalone or part of integrated bridge systems. The system has been trialed onboard Holland America and P&O Princess Cruises ships. A system is currently being type approved by the German Bureau of Shipping and Hydrography (BSH). 

It will also exhibit its voyage data recorder, which its being fitted on four Celebrity Cruises Millenium class cruiseliners, Costa Atlantica’s 84,000gt vessel and TT Line’s new ferries Nils Holgerson and Peter Pan, as well as a series of container ships ordered by Hapag Lloyd. 

SUBHEAD Intermarine Electronics


Intermarine Electronics (www.intermarine.gr) will exhibit its IME4000 elecronic chart and display system (ECDIS). The system has dual independent servers with back-up arrangements, with mirrored data on both servers, as required by ECDIS legislation. The two servers can use the same hard drive or operate separate hard drives with the same data stored on them.

SUBHEAD Radio Marine Electronics

Radio Marine Electronics of Greece will demonstrate the Leica Geosystems automatic identification and GPS products; the Marconi Marine Iridium products and applications; and the SKP Radio Ukraine safety and communication products. 

SUBHEAD

Manpower software 

UK software house Manpower software (www.manpowersoftware.com) will be exhibiting its crew manning software MAPS, which is used by BP Shipping and the British Royal Fleet Auxiliary, to help shipping companies reduce the costs of manning and improve staff retention, as well as helping compliance with STCW certification and help to improve crew travel, scheduling and security. 

"The ability to accurately view current and future crewing needs

means an end to the last-minute decision making that costs maritime companies millions," says Manpower. 

"Advanced planning can cut crew travel costs by around

10 per cent, this alone shaving large sums from the bottom line cost." 

