US takes BIMCO security concerns „on board“ 

Following a recently submitted joint maritime industry appeal concerning US procedures for handling vessels entering US ports, a BIMCO (Baltic and International Maritime Council) delegation led by the organisation’s president Michael Everard met with high ranking officials from various US government agencies on 16-17 September.

Mr Everard and his delegation, which among others included CC Tung, chairman OOCL and Joseph Cox, president of the Chamber of Shipping of America, spoke to representatives from the US Customs Service, the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), the State Department Visa Office and the US coast guard. 

Michael Everard sums up the intention of the meetings, "It is imperative to understand that the events of the 11 September 2001 have changed the way companies in the United States conduct business. 

Our message to the government officials in Washington was that we, the international shipping community, understand that this has been necessary. However, it is essential that these measures be implemented in ways which do not disrupt trade and thereby shipping."

"Our concerns were taken on board and it is our impression that the basic aim of BIMCO in this case was understood. We therefore expect to return to Washington soon to continue the process of 
dialog by providing practical input".

The BIMCO delegation, for instance, expressed its deep concern about reports of crews being detained on board ship despite having fulfilled the formal visa requirements for entry, in some instances by armed private security companies. 


SUBHEAD
CSI

During the meetings, the U.S. Customs referred to the U.S. Container Security Initiative (CSI) which BIMCO views positively, as it makes sense to base the risk analysis in the host country where the containers are loaded.

BIMCO, however, views the 24-hour manifest rule (which requires a cargo manifest to be submitted to US authorities 24 hours before the vessel sails) with some scepticism, as BIMCO questions the ability of US customs to analyse and report back to the carrier within the designated 24-hour period. 

It feels, moreover, that the 24-hour rule is currently not feasible in its present form when referring to bulk cargoes.


SUBHEAD
C-TPAT


The US Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism (C-TPAT) program is a joint government-business initiative aimed at building co-operative relationships that strengthen overall supply chain and 
border security, recognising that customs can only provide the highest level of security through close co-operation with its industry partners. 

BIMCO says it is confident that all owner members will have little difficulty in adhering to the terms of the C-TPAT. The U.S. Customs Service agreed, during the meetings in Washington, to sit down and work out a proposal with BIMCO, which builds on previous security programs. 

SUBHEAD
Crew Identity Cards

There seems to be consensus within the maritime industry that a standard identification (ID) card should be produced for seafarers. Developing a universally acceptable solution, however, appears to be quite a challenge for the relevant international regulatory bodies, particularly the IMO and the International Labour Organization (ILO). 

The issue of crew identity cards was brought up at the meeting between BIMCO and the State Department. BIMCO emphasised the importance of the United States accepting an eventual ILO standard, which is for the most part based on input from the U.S. delegation.

BIMCO feels that a crew identity card must be supplemented by a similar identity card for port workers and officials which will enable the Master to quickly determine who is a bona-fide port official or employee and who is an impostor seeking access to the ship to pursue criminal or terrorist 
activities.


SUBHEAD
Security guards

The reason given by the Americans for putting armed guards on certain ships is to prevent possible terrorist acts against the US. 

In BIMCO's view, such costs should be borne by those benefiting from doing so.

Additionally, it was pointed out that security guards should consist of trained staff from, for example, the US Coast Guard, rather than private security guards who rarely have any previous experience in dealing with highly sophisticated vessels carrying e.g. flammable cargoes.

BIMCO has taken the initiative to draft the wording for a clause as soon as possible, which takes into consideration the possible liability for costs arising from the posting of security guards in U.S. ports.

Summarising the meetings with the US officials Michael Everard says, "Changing the landscape of international shipping is not done overnight and, as anyone having been involved can attest, is often a complicated process. 

„However, as the representative of more than 2,600 members in 122 countries, we have the unique ability to help pave the way for a broad understanding of the intricacies of international shipping. This week has been quite important in that respect, and I feel that our input on these issues will prove invaluable in the discussions currently taking place."


 



 

