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Leica Geosystems, manufacturer of differential GPS systems, standard GPS 
systems and AIS for the maritime industry, has re-branded its products for the 
high seas market under the name MX Marine.

The letters “MX” come from Magnavox, a previous brand name used by Leica for 
products in the high seas market.

The Leica company, better known for the cameras it makes, had been looking 
to find a way out of the maritime business. But its maritime division was 
dependent on the Leica name, the company believed, and it was too difficult 
to give control of the brand to a third party.

In March 2002, the company decided that instead of selling its marine 
business it would reorganise it. It decided to drop its business to the 
recreational marine industry, which was not particularly profitable, and 
focus instead on just the high seas market.

MX Marine is based in Torrance, California, the research and development, 
product management and customer support is handled out of Torrance. There are also sales and support offices in Denmark and Florida.



SUBHEAD
AIS and GPS combined


The company confidently expects to see business growth of some 35 per cent a 
year, exploiting what it sees as a special niche, selling both differential 
GPS systems and AIS systems in a single unit.

Leica resells the BSH type approved Saab TransponderTech AIS system, but 
with Leica’s display.

The unit has been designed with as open software as possible, to try to make 
it easier to upgrade the software inside the unit. In future, it will also be possible to upgrade the software remotely. 


The company has already sold systems to Holland America Lines, Princess Cruises, BP Tankers and SuperFast Ferries. 

SUBHEAD

DGPS is required

A little known clause in the latest SOLAS regulations, MX Marine says, does actually go so far as to require ships to have DGPS receivers onboard, although it depends on your interpretation of the rules. 

The GPS systems required onboard ships must have indicators on them, indicating how accurate the data being received is. The systems have a green indicator for under 10m accuracy, amber for 10 to 100m accuracy and red for worse than 100m accuracy.

However in order to achieve accuracies of under 10m, shipping companies do need to have a differential GPS (DGPS) receiver, which compares the GPS reading on the ship with GPS reading of a known fixed point on shore nearby to give a more accurate reading. 

