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SMM Preview

DECK

At this year’s SMM in Hamburg, a variety of new products and services are waiting to be exhibited and demonstrated to the vistors. Here are the most exciting developments and exhibits in the maritime ICT, navigation and electronics sector

BODY

Inmarsat Fleet was the main news of both last year’s Europort and this year’s Posidonia. For all of those who aren’t “fleeted out” yet, SMM will provide another chance to learn more about Inmarsat’s new service. 

Some LESOs and service providers have waited to commercially launch the service.

Unsurprisingly perhaps, hardly any of the e-business players will have stands at SMM this year. But be warned, they will be around nonetheless. Despite the decrease of hype in the internet sector, web-based technologies are taking off. Visit some of the software providers for more news on that.

Class looks to be at the forefront of developing innovative software products and services. See Germanischer Lloyd, which will be launching a new emergency simulation tool as well as a web-based engine information tool.

SUBHEAD

Germanischer Lloyd 

http://www.germanischerlloyd.de
Germanischer Lloyd (GL) has, together with manufacturers of marine diesels, developed web-based application for engine manufacturers, suppliers and class. 

From mid-September 2002, “engine online” will be available on the internet – and open to other users.
Wolfhard Sengler, who is in charge of IT and Organization at GL says, “after an initial joint workshop with Caterpillar Engines and MAN B&W Diesel, it was possible within a very short space of time to set up an application which considerably reduces the workload of all participants, since it optimizes their processes on a common foundation.“
Version 1.0 of “engine online” will go live from the middle of September. In the first phase, the engine manufacturer will find in his Client Account all available data on the various engine types and their variants, together with the processing status of all documents and drawings submitted to GL for examination as well as relevant information on approval tests already conducted. Certificates already issued will be accessible for download. 

The second phase will give engine manufacturers will the possibility of updating the data set himself by means of entry masks. Finally, “in the third phase,” says Mr Sengler “the engine builder will be able to specify where data are to be entered and who is to enter them. The designers and suppliers, for instance, can then be included in this manner.” For a test account, go to www.germanlloyd.org/engineonline.

Another new development displayed by GL is AENEAS, a software package for evacuation analyis. This simulation and optimization tool will be available in design variants for RoPax, HSC and cruise ships of all types. GL’s partner in this project, TraffGo, is a young spin-off company from the Physics of Transport and Traffic Department at Duisburg University, Germany.

GL project coordinator Jens Schreiter says: “The analysis in the design phase is simplified considerably and sped up enormously. An interface to the usual CAD systems makes for smooth integration during the pre-contract phase. Ultra-short computation times permit several thousand simulations a day.”

In cases of emergency onboard, passengers tend to react very differently, depending on their age, character and circumstances. To calculate these aspects, AENEAS simulates the dynamics of a passenger evacuation with the aid of “virtual agents”. Those computer models represent the main characteristics of passengers moving about on board. 

According to GL, the application is already in use at the shipyards Flensburger Schiffbau-Gesellschaft (FSG) and Meyer-Werft in Papenburg. For detailed information see Germanischer Lloyd at SMM.

SUBHEAD

MARCOM’s AIS 

http://www.marcom.de
MARCOM will present its new generation of AIS systems, based on a modular system concept. It will be possible to operate it as a stand-alone system as well as connecting to radar and ECDIS with a common operating surface. 

The system is also available with an integrated electronic sea chart.

 

For the ship reporting services, MARCOM has developed an information system to automatically prepare and transfer the AIS telegrams via internet. In cooperation with the Hamburg Ship Reporting Service, a first prototype will be presented at the SMM. Thereafter the start of trial operation in the Hamburg port is planned using the new transponders.

SUBHEAD

STN Atlas 

http//www.stnaltas.de


STN Atlas Marine Electronics will exhibit a comprehensive range of advanced ship automation, communication, navigation, propulsion and power management systems.

Important exhibits include the company’s Ship Control Centre (SCC) integrating and automating all main bridge equipment operating functions for navigation, communications and general ship management. 

It incorporates a latest NACOS Series 4 navigation command system inclusive of Chartradar Atlas 1000, a new type-approved unit combining radar, electronic charting and conning functions.

Other navigation aids include the Debeg 3400 UAIS transponder with interfaces to Radarpilot 1000, Chartpilot and a new 3401 DCU minimum keyboard display for retrofitting with the UAIS.  Other featured systems comprise a VDR-100 voyage data recorder with data management unit, and the Debeg 4124 integrated navigation and speed log with a combined 24-channel GPS-Glonass receiver.

Communication exhibits include the public debut of the new Debeg 3270 Inmarsat F satcom terminal, which is providing high-speed ISDN at 64 kbps as well as Inmarsat’s Mobile Packet Data Service (MPDS).

Power generation and distribution facilities will be highlighted by a new shaft alternator with a pulse width modulated (PWM), a patented Primary Power Bus (PPB) distribution system for direct supply of generator power to all sectors of a ship will also be featured along with the Dolphin podded drive system for vessels requiring high speed and improved manoeuvrability.

New automation developments shown include current advances in integration being jointly carried out by STN ATLAS Marine Electronics and Lyngsø Marine under their alliance, PartnerShip.  These utilise new hardware and software for core automation tasks and increased safety levels.


SUBHEAD
ChartCo

http://www.chartco.com
ChartCo has announced it will be launching modules to extend its oceanXpress electronic navigation data services. Details regarding the new extension will be available at the show.  


SUBHEAD

Solar Solv

http://www.solasolv.com

Solar Solve Marine, manufacturer of anti glare roller screens will be launching two new products at SMM.

FIRETITE has been designed and developed in conjunction with a European fast ferry builder to offer protection to passengers and crew from the hazardous effects of smoke in the unfortunate event of a fire occurring. According to Solar Solve, six ferries have FIRETITE installed already.

Solar Solve will also launch an electronic control system developed to enable simpler installation and operation of anti glare roller screens onboard. This new system is suitable for both AC and DC powered motors and allows operation of all rollers together or in groups, from a central location.

SUBHEAD
Jotron 

http://www.jotron.no

Norwegian maritime electronics company Jotron is launching a new UHF radio and AIS system at the forthcoming SMM exhibition. The transceiver is fully waterproof with an illuminated keyboard and backlit display. It will also launch an automatic identification system (AIS).

SUBHEAD
CONRAC

http://www.conrac.de

CONRAC, which manufacturers screen displays for onboard ships, will launch a Germanischer Lloyd approved 18.1 flat panel monitor at this year's SMM show in Hamburg, specially designed for shipboard use. The display has maximum resolution of 1280 by 1024 pixels.

CONRAC has also introduced an ECDIS approved monitor, 6023 SD, specially designed for electronic chart display and information systems (ECDIS).



SUBHEAD
Transas 

http://www.transas.com

Under the motto "Safety, quality, IT," Transas will present its latest IT developments in marine navigation and simulation.

Transas will be the launch the new-generation 3000 line of navigational products, including components such as the Navi-Radar, PC-based radar display system; the Navi-Bridge; the Navi-Fisher, electronic chart system specifically adapted for fishery vessels. An enhanced version of Navi-Sailor 3000 ver.2 with UAIS transponder interface will also be exhibited and demonstrated.

Visitors to the Transas stand will also be able to see a range of simulators including ARPA/radar, ECDIS, the latest GMDSS version, TGS 4100, ERS and LCHS. One of the new exhibits will be a visual presentation software Seagull Vis 4000.

Different types of Transas vessel traffic service (VTS) units and fleet & ship management equipment also will be on display during the show, including Navi-Harbour VTS system, TRIM and FleetView systems.


SUBHEAD

HDW Hagenuk Schiffstechnik 

http://www.hdwhagenuk.de
HDW Hagenuk Schiffstechnik (HST) has made a modular bridge navigation system MBCC the centre piece of its exhibition.  HST will market this system as an alternative for medium sized ships. It comes with flat screen displays and features the HDW-Hagenuk electronic sea chart system ECDIS 2000 and conning display. 

ECDIS 2000 is extended to autopilot link and track control as well as radar overlay and AIS functionality. With the aid of simulation programmes navigation exercises can be carried out directly at the booth.

Complying with the new IMO carriage requirements VDR and AIS systems are exhibited and operated with data interlink to ECDIS respective radar. A playback station shows the recording of selected voyages.

The BridgeMaster radar family is on display for the first time. It combines X-band and S-band modules with large flat TFT displays. According to HST, the BridgeMaster radar generation has been re-approved to meet already the new stringent spectral emission regulations coming in force in 2003. 

HST also exhibits Inmarsat Fleet F77, showing the Thrane & Thrane Capsat Fleet F77 terminal. Inmarsat-C and Inmarsat-M systems are also at the show as well as Inmarsat-E EPIRB’s and TV Sat-systems.

HST’s business sector marine electrical engineering will demonstrate customised hardware solutions for electrical power distribution and switchboards. Reference is given to the integration and co-ordination of electrical systems from the planning stage to installation, commissioning and after-sales service. 

SUBHEAD

Ulysses Systems

http://www.ulysses-systems.com
Hall 8, Stand 8028
 

Ulysses will exhibit under the motto: „Software does not work on ships, common sense works on ships". The company has developed two new tools for ship operations.

The performance reporting tool gathers information from ‘smart forms’ completed by staff as part of normal working procedure, and analyses that information, making it available to all parts of the organisation.

An STCW 95 and ILO 180 compliance tool was developed in collaboration with BP Shipping. According to Ulyssses, the IMO and the International Chamber of Shipping were also consulted in order to ensure that the legislation was correctly interpreted and incorporated into the system.
Maersk Data markets e-mail system
http://www.maerskdata.com
 

Maersk Data has decided to sell CrewMail, an e-mail originally developed for in-house use at A.P.Moller to other shipping companies. “The interest has been overwhelming. The first vessels had Crew*Mail installed in April 2001. 
 

"In April this year, almost 150,000 mails were sent to and from 3,000 seafarers – and the number will be even higher when the new solution has been installed on all ships. Crew*Mail is currently available on around 200 vessels,” says Henrik Schmidt, head of IT at Technical Organisation with A.P.Moller Group.
 

”All seafarers get their own mail address which they can use no matter which ship they are on,” says Bo Steffensen, who is a member of Maersk Data’s Crew*Mail project team. When a mail is sent via the Internet to one of the seafarers, a land-based mail server ensures that the mail is sent to the right ship.

 The mail server is updated daily with information from the human resource systems at the crewing centres of the ship-owning companies. “If the recipient isn’t on a vessel, the sender will receive a message saying that the recipient is home on leave,” explains Bo Steffensen. 
France Telecom markets SkyFile e-mail system
http://www.francetelecom.com
 

Apart from promoting the Inmarsat Fleet service, France Telecom will exhibit SkyFile, an e-mail software which had been developed former DeTeSat, now a part of France Telecom. 
 

SkyFile also enables communication via SMS and fax: SMS-messages can be sent to almost any GSM-network world-wide and the GSM-user can reply directly. It is also possible to send faxes from Inmarsat -A, -B, M4/ISDN, -M, Mini-M and Fleet F77 terminal to a terrestrial fax.

 Telaurus launches se@COMM for Mini-M
http://www.telaurus.com
 

Telaurus will be announcing its se@COMM communications software, which enables users to send e-mails via Inmarsat mini-M but pay per kilobit sent rather than by the minute of connection.

This means that the user does not have to handle any risk of having to pay multiple communication charges for the same e-mail if it takes a few tries to send it. The user pays the same no matter how many tries it takes. 

Telaurus also says that its communications are cheap. “It delivers triple the data throughput at half the cost of traditional maritime communication options,” the company claims. 

“Combining multiple satellite networks and productivity tools, TGN provides everyone, from the shipping company to the captain and even to the crew, the same voice and data communications reliability, ease of use and cost-effectiveness whether at sea or on land."  
 

Radio Holland Group 
http://www.radiohollandgroup.com
 

The Radio Holland Group presentation at SMM will focus on showing the new company, its portfolio of products and services. One novelty shown, is a range of new airtime services. 
 

The group will also show a selection of product presentations, such as the Radio Zeeland Sigma Line for inland shipping,  the RHRS2005 TFT riverradar, Maritime IT Network design, AIS and VDR equipment,  Audio/video equipment and finally the innovative fleetmanagement via internet system Ship@Sight. An online demo is also available at www.rhmarine.nl. 
 

Xantic launches shipowner management information system

http://www.xantic.net
Maritime software and communications company Xantic will launch AMOS F-MIS, a web hosted management information system for shipping fleet owners. The system provides complete business information from maintenance to purchasing and stock.

Taking data from Xantic’s AMOS maintenance and purchase software, the tool provides at a glance information to shipowners and shipmanagers about the status of their fleet, including main performance indicators.

The data is accessible over the internet, so shipowners can monitor their fleet at any time and make management decisions more quickly. There is no software installation.

The reports are built around a technology called OLAP cubes, which allow data to be analysed from different perspectives, for example the manager can look at a report showing the total maintenance costs of each vessel, or total costs per ship over the last 5 years. The owner can find out which particular class of spares is costing the most money.

All overview data has drill down buttons enabling users to immediately find out reasons for any problem, right down to accessing the original data. 

Data can be displayed in any format, including charts, pies, histograms, line charts.

