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55 per cent of CSX Lines booking online

http://www.csxlines.com 

US domestic shipping line CSX Lines reports that it currently takes 55 per cent of all customer bookings over its website, compared to just 15 per cent at the beginning of 2001. 

It currently has 8000 shippers a week logging into its online system NetCaptain, an increase from 3000 shippers a week at the beginning of 2001. All of its vessel load list reports generated during 2001 were web enabled. 

Over 2001, usage of online container tracking tools increased by 400 per cent. The shipmyvehicle.com consumer online booking tool for moving vehicles by maritime transport around the US increased in usage by 1100 per cent between July and December 2001, taking total booking revenue of $149,000. 

Inmarsat Fleet substantially cheaper than Inmarsat -B and -C

http://www.xantic.net

Inmarsat Fleet, the new ship-shore communications service, is substantially cheaper than Inmarsat -B, according to pricing released by Inmarsat distributor Xantic. 

Data sent over the mobile packet data service (MPDS) on Inmarsat Fleet, where users only pay for the specific amount of data they send rather than the length of the connection, costs $4.60 per megabit. 

This compares to $6.16 per megabit when sending data over Inmarsat -B at 9.6 kbps, assuming a base price of $3.55 per minute and the data transmission operating at maximum efficiency, which in practise is almost impossible to obtain. It also compares with a whopping $1 per kilobit for data over Inmarsat -C (or $1000 per megabit), or in other words, Inmarsat Fleet MPDS is 217 times cheaper than Inmarsat -C. 

Voice calls over Inmarsat Fleet cost $2.29 per minute off peak and $3.29 per minute at peak, compared to $3.55 per minute over Inmarsat-B. 64 kbps ISDN calls over Inmarsat Fleet cost $9.20 per minute, compared to around $8 a minute for Inmarsat -B HSD. 

Xantic is offering discounts of 10 per cent (voice calls) and 25 per cent (data calls) for the first year.  The price of the shipboard terminal is still undisclosed, but is expected to be less than $30,000 and less than the price of an Inmarsat -B terminal, because the construction of it is less complex. 


Xantic comments that it will provide Inmarsat Fleet as both a communications platform and a fully integrated package, bundling airtime with a range of services, such as AMOS software. 

Customers signing up for Xantic's Inmarsat Fleet service will also be offered a three month free trial of AMOS Connect, Xantic's ship-shore e-mail, fax and telex communications system, as well as a free three month trial of its traffic and billing system. 


ShipServ and ISSA develop relationship

http://www.shipserv.com
The International Ship Supplier's Association (ISSA) is providing a free CD-ROM inside its 2002 catalogue of ship supplies (released on March 21). The CD-ROM catalogue, produced by supply chain management company ShipServ, includes a “lite” version of its own ShipLink software to integrate orders generated from the catalogue to ShipServ’s TradeNet purchasing system.

ISSA claims to have received 2,000 advance orders for its catalogue, twice as many advance orders as it received from the last edition, mainly from shipping companies; the catalogue is priced at UKP £115, for both the hardcopy book and CD-ROM and has 35,000 items in it. The CD-ROM contains all the details of the book (including some of the pictures). 

Seafarers onboard vessels can choose orders from the ISSA catalogue, supplied on CD-ROM, which integrates directly with the ShipServ ShipLink software, where a requisition is prepared. This is then sent on to shore where it can be processed through a purchasing software such as ShipNet or AMOS. 

ShipServ has also deepened its integration with the ShipNet shipping company software system, which is used by around 300 shipping companies. It has improved the speed of the integration and the amount of functionality. 

Graig Ship Management has already welcomed the move. "We extensively utilize ShipNet's SNAPS and ShipServ TradeNet and encourage our vessels to use the ISSA catalogue," says Stephen Donovan, purchasing manager of Graig Ship Management. "Our managed fleet has recently doubled and the purchasing department expects to be able to handle - without significant increase in staff- these new ships through efficiency gains brought about by the integration of these products." 

ShipServ already integrates with Xantic (previously SpecTec) software; Dutch shipowner Vroon recently announced it was using both Xantic and ShipServ. An integration with BASS software is expected shortly. ShipServ also produces its own "lite" software for a shipping company to manage supplies, which is considered appropriate for a shipowner with under 5 vessels. 

ShipServ's strategy continues to be to form as many collaborations with other companies as possible and facilitate existing business processes rather than change business processes; it comments that of the 25 shipping companies putting all of their purchasing through ShipServ, very few of them have changed the suppliers they work with as a result of using the system, they just communicate with them in a different way. 

Ship-shore communications and electronics 4111

MTN and NewspaperDirect form shipboard newspaper alliance

http://www.newspaperdirect.com

NewspaperDirect, which claims to be the "leading innovator in electronic newspaper delivery", has formed an alliance with Maritime Telecommunications Network (MTN), a major supplier of VSAT communications services to the cruise shipping industry. 

Under the alliance, MTN will be able to supply NewspaperDirect newspapers to passengers on cruise lines which are MTN customers. 

NewspaperDirect has partnerships with over 100 newspapers in the US, Europe and Asia, providing travellers with their hometown newspapers, so they can keep in touch as they travel the world. Titles covered include the Wall Street Journal, International Herald Tribune, USA Today, El Pais, The Times (UK), La Stampa, Suddeutsche Zeitung, De Telegraaf and Times of India. 

==

INVSAT lifts VSAT terminal onboard Bergesen tanker

http://www.invsat.com
Norwegian shipping company Bergesen has installed a 2400SE C-band VSAT terminal supplied by Invsat Limited and Teleconsult, on its LPG tanker, the MV Helios, in the Spanish port of Algeciras.

With the help of electronic contractors, Sandvik Marine Electronics, it was arranged for the system to be transported aboard by helicopter lift as the tanker couldn’t be moored along the dock.

Nick Peters, Key Account Manager with INVSAT, comments, "This is the first time Invsat has carried out this type of operation.  Its success required good planning by our engineers and people from Sandvik Marine Electronics, and most importantly, some very skilful flying from the helicopter pilot. Invsat has learnt a great deal from this operation that will benefit us and our clients greatly in similar operations in the future.”

ABB Marine to establish “single IT infrastructure”

www.abb.com
Finnish marine automation company ABB has announced plans to establish a single information technology infrastructure. “Over the last year, ABB has gone through a major transformation process,” says Heikki Soljama, senior vice president of ABB Marine and TurboCharging. “We are restructuring our organisation in order to have a specific unit to serve the needs of a specific customer. 

“We see information technology and the internet becoming a major part of our product and service concepts,” he says. “These will become essential tools for completion transactions between our customers and us. Our industrial IT architecture will combine data collected from processes into a single management system for customers. The goal is to make industrial IT a real value generator for our customers.”

ABB observes that it sees clear industry trends towards fewer and larger customers, operating within networked communities of customers, manufacturers and suppliers. There is consolidation in shipowners and shipyards, but these companies are increasingly outsourcing more and more of their work to other companies, thus reshaping the industry structure.

As the networks get tighter, real time information and co-operation becomes increasingly important in the construction and operational phase of a ship’s lifecycle; the pressure is on ABB to respond to customer’s needs with speed, flexibility and custom tailored products, solutions and services. 

Global companies are using the internet to change from mass marketing to mass specialisation, working intimately and knowledgeably with their individual customers. Collaborative skills are most important. 

ABB is creating a single IT structure for its entire range of technologies and products to help customers optimise their operations. It wants to offer a similar information in standard formats about all of its products, including robots, motors, drives, switchgear and instruments. 

There are also developments to allow the vessel to communicate with shore over a satellite communications link, integrating into ABB’s computer system. It has a pilot project, where a ship simulator, Marintronics, can send and receive data between the expert centre and a pilot vessel. The simulator is used to optimise the ship’s power consumption in any wind, sea, current and wave conditions, comparing measured consumption to the modelled consumption and analyse any deviations.

Telenor launches new maritime communications company Marlink

http://www.marlink.com
Inmarsat Land Earth Station Operator Telenor has moved all of its ship-shore communications business into a new company, called Marlink.

Marlink promises to provide "a wide range of mobile satellite communication services", mainly for the maritime industry. It will supply airtime from a number of different suppliers, not limited to Telenor, as well as traffic accounting, hardware and value added services. 

Marlink brings together the retail arm of Telenor Satellite Services and SAIT Communications, one of the world’s largest accounting authorities, which Telenor acquired in 2001. 

The business currently serves around 8000 vessels worldwide and had revenues in 2001 of nearly US$ 100 million, making it one of the world’s largest global mobile satellite service providers. It already has a website at www.marlink.com.

It has offices in 10 key locations for the maritime market: Amsterdam, Athens, Brussels, Dubai, Hamburg, Houston, London, Oslo, Singapore and Tokyo.

Globalstar resumes “normal operations”

http://www.globalstar.com
Mobile satellite communications system Globalstar, currently under US Bankruptcy Court protection, has announced that the Court has approved its first day motions allowing the company to continue normal course operations, with respect to its customers, employees and most suppliers. 

Globalstar filed for voluntary petition under Chapter 11 of the US Bankruptcy Code on February 15 this year. It is currently finalising and implementing a new business plan. 

Inmarsat Ventures releases preliminary 2001 results

http://www.inmarsat.com 

Communications provider Inmarsat has reported its 2001 total revenues to be $442m, six per cent up from 2000. $416m alone was earned by Inmarsat Ltd, the satellite company. Earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation and amortization was $280m; data traffic revenues were up 19 per cent. 

Profit before tax was $63m, compared to $93m in 2000, which is attributed to the postponement of the IPO and the costs associated with the closing of failed e-procurement venture Setfair, speculated to be at around $70m. 

Inmarsat subsidiary INVSAT, a provider of broadband communications, increased its revenues by 60 per cent to $24m, compared to $15m in 2000. 

Inmarsat onboard Volvo yachts

http://www.inmarsat.com
Inmarsat is providing video communications for the Volvo yacht race, which goes from Southampton, UK, to Kiel, Germany, via Australia. It takes about nine months in total, with eight high performance yachts. Volvo is paying the Inmarsat bill. 

The yachts transmit broadcast quality audio and video to television stations around the world and receive large weather and navigation charts. The equipment installation cost was £25,000 per boat, including an Inmarsat-B, mini-M and Inmarsat -C and two notebook PCs. They are all rugged and waterproof. The communications equipment weighs 550 kg in total. The system was put together by Livewire Digital. 


Telemetry sailing data and information about weather, wind speed and boat pitch and roll is sent to the office via Inmarsat -C. The mini-M is used for onboard radio interviews and transmitting data. The Inmarsat -B is used for large data and video files, including allowing crew members to access race office intranet, receiving information about optimal routing based on weather reports. Over 2 GBytes of data were sent within the first few weeks of the race.

The notebook PCs, used to edit, store, archive, compress and transmit video footage. There are three onboard cameras mounted on masts with gyroscopes so they keep a steady horizon as the boat rocks on the waves. Crews' access to the internet is carefully controlled from a server in Southampton; they can only visit ten predefined websites. 

CITIS WINNERS

http://www.citisweek.com

At this year’s CITIS award ceremony, IMO secretary-general William O’Neil was honoured for his dedicated work with a lifetime achievement award. The award for innovation in ship’s communication was given to Newslink Services for its daily electronic seafarer newspaper.

BMT SeaTech received the award for innovation in IT for ship operation. BMT developed maritimeEXODUS a training software for evacuation. The company was also nominated for the award for innovation in ship’s electronic safety and navigation, which went to VideoTel for its collision avoidance training CD-Rom developed together with the Standard P&I Club.

Greek ship owner / manager Thenamaris won the Inmarsat innovation award for effective use of internet protocol. The company is developing all of its software application in-house and was nominated for its Thenamail application, a message management system

Kelvin Hughes restructures

http://www.kelvinhughes.com

Maritime electronics company Kelvin Hughes has completed an international restructuring. 

The move takes Kelvin Hughes away from traditional British business model of separate production, engineering and sales departments, to a more streamlined organisation with three separate businesses of commercial shipping, naval shipping and charts and maritime supplies. 

The sales, service and management functions of Kelvin Hughes' overseas companies (Denmark, Netherlands and Singapore) have now been folded into the UK operations; the workforce has also been reduced by 80. 

The main strengths of the different sectors, Kelvin Hughes thinks, are as follows:

Commercial shipping department: technology and innovation, with examples being the flat panel bridge MANTA and the design of its voyage data recorder.

Naval shipping department: the launch of its Navigational Tactical Display (NTD) showing radar, chart and tactical information on the same screen 

Charts and Maritime Supplies: the company believes it is unique as a "one stop shop" for both charts and associated hardware. 

In a separate development Kelvin Hughes has been awarded type approval for its voyage data recorder from UK inspection agency QINETIQ, formerly DERA. The type approval covers two different crash survival modules, one manufactured by L3 and the other by Smiths Industries. 

SeaWave launches maritime communications software

http://www.seawave.com

Ship shore communications company SeaWave has launched maritime communications software, SeaWave Navigator Version 1.1, providing e-mail, colour weather charts, text weather forecasts, and other communication services. 

Airline industry completes 3g trials

http://www.eurocontrol.int
The European Organisation for the Safety of Air Navigation (EUROCONTROL) has completed trials with 3rd generation wideband communications to aeroplanes, being used in safety applications. There is much the maritime industry can learn from this.

The trials were completed together with Roke Manor Research, involving a research aircraft owned by QinetiQ. During the trials, live video activities in the cockpit and cabin were relayed to the ground station, along with still photographs taken with a webcam. A passenger on the aircraft browsed the internet and watched a video streamed from a server on the ground. The trials used a Siemens demonstrator, built in 2000 by Roke Manor Research to stimulate interest among telecommunications companies in the potential offered by third generation technologies. 

Eurocontrol imagines that 3g technologies could eventually enable onboard activity to be continuously monitored for security purposes, which should give passengers and crew increased confidence in safety of air travel. This technology could also be used to help for communications with air traffic management control, which could lead to more effective use of the airspace. EUROCONTROL comments that it plans further development in the near future, although the deployment of operational systems is still some years away.

Lockheed Martin provides traffic safety system for Turkish Straits

http://www.lockheedmartin.com

Lockheed Martin reports it has received a $2 million contract extension from the Republic of Turkey to provide a Vessel Traffic Management Information System (VTMIS) for the Istanbul and Canakkale Straits.  The original contract, signed in October 1999, was worth more than $20 million.

The contract extension allows Lockheed Martin to install three more remote radar sites on the Marmara Sea, which connects the Black Sea with the Aegan Sea, to supplement the two Vessel Traffic Centres (VTCs) and 16 remote sensor sites along the straits in Turkey. This contract extension represents the last phase of the contract.  Installation of the additional radar sites is scheduled for the middle of next year.

The VTMIS will monitor the 45,000 vessels per year moving between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean Sea. It integrates radar, video, meteorological, hydrographic and

navigational sensors to allow the vessel traffic system operator on the shore to monitor and advise vessel traffic.

---

Resurgence launches new version of Wave

http://www.resurgence-software.com

Resurgence Software, which produces a maintenance management system for the maritime industry, has released a new version of its Wave software system, version 4.0. 

Customers can add in their own data for predicted and required Mean Time Between Failure (MTBF) and Mean Time To Repair (MTTR) which can be used as a basis in the system. There is a Failure Review Board module which can be used to formalise procedures for addressing critical failures, eliminating repetitive failures and facilitating root cause analysis. Users can identify chronic failures based on their own criteria.

"The Wave Software System is designed for maritime operators who are dissatisfied with costly equipment failures and the inadequacy of the information provided by their existing systems," says Resurgence. "Companies are often frustrated by the fact that they are eternally entering information into software packages but never seem to get any useful information back."  

"The Wave Software System allows companies to use the information they are collecting to analyse the performance of critical systems and equipment." 

NTL Business wins £8m deal from Maritime and Coastguard Agency

http://www.ntl.com

NTL Business has announced a new contract with the Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA). The contract is valued at approximately £8 million for a minimum five-year term. NTL Business will provide maintenance and management service support for the MCA network of around 150 remote radio sites around mainland Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

"We handle over 12,000 emergency cases a year so we need a technical partner who can guarantee an extremely high quality of service. NTL Business has a great deal of experience in this area and we are looking forward to building on this and working together over the next five years," says Richard Parkes, director, technical Services at the MCA.

----

UKHO updates China Sea publications

http://www.ukho.gov.uk

The UK Hydrographic Office has updated its volumes of Admiralty Sailing Directions for the South China Sea area. The updates include colour photography and major revisions to the text. There are port diagrams and chart index diagrams. 

The volume NP 30 includes much new material about the port of Hong Kong, some of which is supplied by the Hong Kong marine department. Offshore oil and gas installations and terminals in the Gulf of Thailand and South China Sea are also well documented. 

--

New Radio Holland Group now independent

http://www.radiohollandgroup.com

Radio Holland, based in Rotterdam, has announced that Zenitel, based in Brussels, and German RheinMetall Group, both 50% shareholders in EMG EuroMarine Electronics GmbH (Hamburg), agreed to divest SRH Marine. The closing of the deal is subject to final approval of antitrust committees in The Netherlands, Belgium and USA.

Consequently, SRH Marine would become an independent, international company in the maritime market. It was decided that the new name of the holding will be 'Radio Holland Group' with headquarters in Rotterdam.

The branch of Radio Holland in Hong Kong is now available in the net, at http://www.radiohollandhongkong.com. Radio Holland Hong Kong was founded in 1982 as part of the international Radio Holland Group, with its office in Kwai Chung, to cater to the needs of ships calling into the Hong Kong and Macau port areas. Radio Holland Hong Kong is supported by two offices in China.

UKHO launches new electronic chart centre

http://www.ukho.gov.uk
The UK Hydrographic Office is launching a new centre for managing validation and distribution of electronic navigational charts at its headquarters in Taunton, UK. 

The centre will collect and co-ordinate ENCs from a number of hydrographic offices around the world and feed them into the retail distribution chain.

The establishment of the centre follows the difference of opinion between the UK Hydrographic Office and Norwegian Hydrographic Office about the technical and financial requirements for distribution of ENCs, and the operation of Primar, the original single co-ordinating centre for electronic charts in Europe, based in Oslo, Norway. 

“Now that ENCs have been successfully established in the market, we have been reviewing the cost and operating structure of Primar” said Bob Moss, Marketing & Supply Director at UKHO.  “Some of the hydrographic offices involved were happy to carry on with the existing model, but some wanted to explore an alternative model. The result is that UKHO will set up a new international centre for the co-ordination and distribution of ENCs.”

Primar is now split into Primar Stavanger (for Norwegian hydrographic Office) and the UK Hydrographic Office centre.  The two separate distribution centres will be in operation from July 1 this year. 

The centre will be a discrete operating unit within UKHO, separate from the normal charts and publications production activity, and non-profit making. There will be full co-operation between NHS and the UKHO during the preparation phase of the new service, so that existing ENC customers will not be inconvenienced.  

UKHO itself intends to become a specialist distributor for both its own and the NHS (Norwegian Hydrographic Service) distribution centre.

As part of its investment in ENCs, UKHO has also replaced its existing ENC production system, with a new upgraded system provided by HydroService.  This will streamline UKHO’s ENC production and maintenance (updating), resulting in a significant increase in monthly output. The new production system will also allow UKHO to take on production work for other Hydrographic Offices who may not have the technology to produce their own.

Nera Satellite Services changes name to NSSL

http://www.satcoms-solutions.com

At the beginning of April 2002, Nera Satellite Services Ltd will become NSSL Ltd, with the phrase 'satcom solutions' attached to the logo, referring to NSSL's new web address, www.satcoms-solutions.com.

Bob Chewter, managing director, NSSL Ltd says: "Whilst we were proud to use the Nera brand with its reputation for quality satcom products, we have in the past been partly perceived as just an equipment supplier, rather than an independent service provider of total customer communications solutions. We have chosen our new name and identity to display our independence, the wide range of products available to us and our commitment to finding the right solutions to our clients' needs."

NSSL's products and services to the maritime industry include airtime using quality LES's, onboard satellite and radio equipment, fleet-wide management of ships' electronics - satcoms and navigation, global spares and logistics management and IT and applications provision, systems integration and support.

---

Upgrade to marine TV satellite antenna

http://www.satcomms.com
Applied Satellite Technology, a UK company, has upgraded its AST1250 satellite antenna. It has improved the antenna stablisation, improved signal gain, given the antenna “low loss radome material” and “second generation polarisation skew control”.


New customers for Dualog

http://www.dualog.com
Norwegian ship-shore communications company Dualog has signed up Forland Rederi shipping company of Bergen, O H Meling of Stavanger and Trondheim shipping company PGS Production, Thenamaris of Greece and United Ocean of Singapore as new clients. 

It has developed a new service for fishing vessels, Fisknett, which provides vessels at sea with access to auction prices, functionality to check their own quota status and economic standing. They can also access weather service from the Norwegian Meteorological Institute, with updates on weather and ice maps. 

The system is currently being used by 50 Norwegian fishing vessels. Dualog is considering rolling out the service in South Korea, Australia, South America, Scotland and Seattle. 

Dualog has established a subsidiary in Singapore. It has recently signed up new Dualog Service partners TDC of Aberdeen, Maritonics of Dubai and GSI of Houston. These companies will handle installation of Dualog products and technical support for vessels. 

Transas opens Dubai office

http://www.transas.com

Maritime electronics and software company Transas has opened an office in Dubai, in conjunction with electronics company Elcome International, which has worked with Transas in the United Arab Emirates over the past five years. 

"Transas believes that the time is right to affirm our allegiance to the area with a more permanent presence," says Transas. "We fully consider Dubai to be a very important area for the future of the marine industry."

Products and services handled through the office include electronic chart systems, vessel traffic and surveillance systems, maritime simulators, automatic identification systems, ISM code and technical management systems, fleet tracking systems, maritime communications and aviation simulation.  

====

ChartCo launches private network service

http://www.chartco.com

Ship shore data broadcast company ChartCo has launched a private network service, intended for companies with a leased data link between ship and shore over a VSAT network. 

The ship can dial ChartCo's data centre direct and download data, as an alternative to receiving the data by broadcast. 

KMSS receives type approval for VDR

http://www.kmss.no

Kongsberg Maritime Ship Systems (KMSS) has received type approval for its VDR (Voyage Data Recorder) the 'Maritime Black Box' (MBB).  The system consists of three main units: a data collection unit, a protected storage unit and a replay and evaluation unit.

The first orders have already been taken for Viking Lines passenger vessels; the company had been awaiting type approval of the KMSS VDR. Viking Lines comments, “The replay unit is perhaps the most useful tool, as it also allows us to review events for training purposes.”

KMSS has won a contract to upgrade the fire detection system onboard cruise vessel Norwegian Majesty, owned by Norwegian Cruise Line from Miami. The contract includes 2500 detectors, 1300 “smart buzzers” and a colour graphic workstation, monitoring and control system, to replace the traditional LED panel system. 

KMSS has been awarded a contract to supply a ship-handling simulator to the Portuguese Navy. The system has several naval bridge cubicles in two different locations, connected with a fibre optic network. 

It will be possible to simultaneously train several bridge crews on the same exercise scenario. Included in the package will be a simulation area of the entire Portuguese coast. 

Radio Holland Marine equips cruise ship with AV equipment

http://www.rhmarine.nl

Cruise vessel Costa Mediterranea, under construction for Costa Crociere with Finnish shipyard Kvaerner Masa Yards, will be equipped with audiovisual products from Radio Holland Marine, including closed circuit television, stabilised satellite TV dishes and a TV distribution system. All passengers will be able to watch television from their cabins, both broadcast TV and pictures from the closed circuit television; one camera will be installed in the mast and the other on the funnel of the ship. The vessel will have two SeaTel 3.6m satellite TV antennas, using C and Ku band, each in a 4.3m radome.

The ship will also be equipped with a small broadcast studio with editing equipment and video cameras, so crew and passengers can make television programmes from onboard. Passengers will also be able to watch programmes made onboard in their cabins. All crew will be trained to use the system by Radio Holland. 

Saab TransponderTech to supply 9 AIS base stations in Finland

http://www.transpondertech.se

Swedish automatic identification system (AIS) manufacturer Saab TransponderTech has been awarded a contract to supply nine AIS base stations to the Finnish Maritime Administration, through local partner Navielekro Ky. The systems will be used on the inland waters of Saimen lakes in Finland. The installation is thought to be the first operational inland water AIS system in the world. Saab already provides 10 AIS base stations along the coast of Finland. 

===

Leica to fit AIS on Holland America

http://www.leica-gps.com

US electronics company Leica Marine GPS has won a contract to supply 14 automatic identification systems (AIS) onboard Holland America Line cruise ships. 

The deal was made via Leica's dealer Radio Holland USA, which will also provide installation, integration and commissioning support for the equipment. Installations will begin in March 2002. 

New Indonesian simulator complex uses Transas

http://www.transas.com
A new ship training simulator complex has opened at Pertamina Shipping Training Institution, Jakarta, Indonesia. The complex has Transas simulators for bridge, radar, cargo handling and GMDSS training. 

The centre will be the first Indonesian independent structure capable of meeting training needs under STCW 95, it claims. 

Swedish Club licenses sixth bridge resource training centre

http://www.swedishclub.com

The Swedish Club has licensed a sixth SAS-BRM (Bridge Resource Management) training centre - the Wallem Maritime Training Centre Moscow (WMTC Moscow). It is the second SAS-BRM training centre operated by Wallem Shipmanagement to be licensed by the Club. The other, at Mumbai, India, was licensed for SAS-BRM training seven years ago.

Wallem Shipmanagement fully manages over 100 vessels, totalling 9 million tonnes. It also provides manning only services to 30 vessels. Martin Hernqvist of the Swedish Club says: "It is important that all seafarers have a clear understanding of the importance of human factors in maintaining safe shipboard regimes. SAS-BRM meets this need and takes account of increasingly important new factors - such as the impact of automated systems on human behaviour." 

Permac Electronics appointed UK reseller for Argonaut

http://www.permac.co.uk

UK distributor Permac Electronics has been appointed UK reseller for Argonaut Computer Inc of La Jolla, California, which designs and manufactures computers and laptops which are suitable for use onboard ships. The computers are extra rugged, shock and humidity protected. They can withstand 8 times the shock of standard drives. 

===

SOFTWARE 1526

Transas wins simulator contract in Poland

http://www.transas.com
Transas has been chosen by the Polish Naval University of Gdynia as the supplier of a simulator complex, delivering and installing its Navi-Trainer Professional 4000 simulator software and equipment. 

The complex will include 12 bridges allowing 12 independent vessels to simultaneously operate in common convoy manoeuvring exercises. With this simulator, the Polish Navy will be able to dramatically cut down the cost of their crew training by shifting it from real ships to the dedicated facility ashore.

The simulation complex configuration consists of a main bridge with seven visualisation channels, 3 secondary bridges each with a visual channel, and 8 individual single-PC bridges, on which the electronic chart, visuals and ship controls are combined on a single screen. Apart from group exercises, the individual bridges are fully prepared for CBT courses as stand-alone workstations.

The simulator also comprises GMDSS equipment and a VTMS station for traffic control. The Transas GMDSS simulator, dubbed TGS4100, has recently been type-approved by the Russian Maritime Administration of the Ministry of Transport.

Star Information Systems supplies software to 30 Farstad vessels

http://www.sismarine.com
Star Information Systems (SIS), a provider of fleet management software, has announced is providing its system across a fleet of 30 supply vessels of public Norwegian company Farstad Shipping ASA.

The contract involves delivery of SIS systems for maintenance, purchasing, document management, events, information and planning, budgeting and cost control, and insurance both ashore and onboard Farstad’s 27 owned vessels, two vessels under management and one newbuilding. 

SIS has also secured a contract with shipping company Destination Gotland to supply software systems onboard the company's two Ropax newbuildings. 

Destination Gotland has also upgraded four of its five vessels with SIS fleet management systems. The work included conversion and cleaning of old databases. Systems are available for budgeting, work planning, requisitions, insurance handling, documents and forms, with full integration between ship and shore. 

Contracts for Marine Software

http://www.marinesoftware.co.uk
UK maritime software house Marine Software has supplied Marine Planned Maintenance Systems for Seabulk Offshore S.A, to be fitted on Seabulk South Carolina and Seabulk Hawk, both operating in the Singapore region.

Incat of Tasmania has now taken delivery of our Planned Maintenance system for a newbuilding which will shortly be delivered to Bay Ferries in Canada.

SES releases new systems for e-procurement

http://www.vardakis.com
SES, Shipmanagement Expert Systems, software solutions provider for ship management companies and vessels, has added two new modules to its existing systems (SES-Vessel and SES-Office). The modules enable internet (e-mail) connectivity between the ship owner's purchasing department with their suppliers.

The SES-Purchasing LINK module allows the shipping Company's users of SES-Office to automatically export and dispatch "Request for Quotations" to suppliers and in return import respective prices into the SES-Office's database. 

SES does not require any fee on transactions made, the new modules are handled as automatic update to existing customers.

Seabulk Offshore selects ABS-NS SafeNet management system 

http://www.abs-ns-com

Seabulk Offshore Ltd, part of Seabulk International, has selected ABS Nautical System's SafeNet fleet management system for 14 supply, crew and utility boats operating in the US Gulf of Mexico. 

UKHO's TotalTide approved by MCA


http://www.ukho.gov.uk

The tidal prediction program developed by the UK Hydrographic Office, TotalTide, has been approved by the UK Maritime and Coastguard Agency.

The software provides vessels with a range of tidal height and tidal stream information as meeting carriage requirements for Tide Tables. 

The software can produce tidal reports for 7000 ports worldwide, covering periods of between 3 hours and 7 days, displayed in both tabular format and tidal curve. It can also provide information about lunar phasing, a springs and neaps indicator and periods of daylight and nautical twilight.

It can calculate periods of safe port entry based on masthead height and depth of draft.  Users can group and save favourite ports and streams in special files for easy reference.


The software is supplied on a single CD-ROM with the calculation program and data sets, priced at £130 for the calculation program and £70 for each of the data sets.

NYK Shipmanagement uses BASS software

http://www.bass.com

BASS reports that NYK Shipmanagement has implemented BASS' accounting and purchasing systems in the Singaporean office. 

BASS has also announced its agreement with Indian Maritime Training Centre (IMTC) to train seafarers to familiarize themselves with BASSware suite.

For a start, BASS installed the planned maintenance software, Star IPS at IMTC in September last year. The first Star-IPS training was conducted around mid October 2001. To date, 110 participants have undergone the training.

The programme is divided into four modules, which are covered in three days. At the end of each module delivery, participants will complete the practical exercises based on relative day-to-day shipboard activities. The course is delivered with the help of PowerPoint slides and hands-on navigation through the actual software.
Three ex-Radio Officers supervises the training at IMTC. BASS will in future install its other integrated software solutions including BASS EasyInfo, a vessel operational and information management), BASS PayNet, SAFIR, for safety and incident reporting, and other systems at IMTC. 

Offshore Systems collaborates with Terma A/S on navy project

http://www.offshoresystems.com
Offshore Systems International, a marine electronic navigation company with a strong focus on the defense industry, announced it has signed a memorandum of agreement with Danish command and control systems company Terma A/S. The collaboration is planning to development a new Electronic Chart system product for command and control applications to meet specific Royal Danish Navy requirements.

ABS appoints director of technology integration

http://www.eagle.org
ABS has appointed long-time employee Diana Diettrich to director, technology integration. She will be responsible for formulating and directing the development and integration of new technology based services in the areas of risk and reliability, safety assessment and human factors engineering. 

Xantic launches AMOS upgrade

http://www.xantic.net

Xantic has released upgraded versions of AMOS M&P and shipboard software AMOS Express. 

Among the new functions of AMOS M&P 5.1 is an improved interface which makes it possible to hide areas of menus based on login access. The front end can then be upgraded to have an Outlook style with user profile. The system has an enhanced Project Module. Initially based on requirements for dry-docking, this module has now been extended to include the specific needs of all major projects in terms of Work Planning & Forecasting. 

The Purchase Module has been given a major revamp. With a configurable workflow, commodity purchasing, an audit trail and frame agreements for contract purchasing. The contract purchasing tool removes the need for individual quotes to be made for each transaction, typifying the way the software developers have placed user-friendliness to the fore in their redesign.  


Both AMOS M&P and AMOS Express are enabled with several e-business portals based
on the XML transaction format. This is in addition to previous features such as Electronic Data Interchange and back office integration to core financial systems.


AMOS Express was originally developed in response to market demands for a somewhat simpler maintenance and procurement software solution. It is widely used in coasters, fishing vessels, barges and less complex vessels of a larger size. 

Alliance Marine uses ABS Nautical Systems software

http://www.abs-ns.com
Alliance Marine Services, which offers marine support services for shipowners, has contracted with ABS Nautical Systems to purchase four additional modules from its range of fleet management system software. These are maintenance and repair, purchasing and inventory, financial reporting and replication manager, and complement the crew management and crew payroll modules the company already uses. 

RINA releases evaluation tool for safe evacuation procedures

http://www.rina.it

Italian classification society RINA has developed a tool for assessing on board evacuation procedures of passenger ships. Carnival Cruises is testing the system on its latest newbuilds.

The recently issued IMO guidelines for evacuation analysis allow for assessment of the ship design component of the evacuation system, such as the escape route layouts. For the onboard evacuation procedure RINA developed a method and performance criteria for assessing the efficiency of evacuation plans. An ad-hoc notation will be issued to all ships which meet the criteria.

Alberto Annicetti, president of RINA USA, says, " Safety is not just a matter of hardware - the ship and her equipment - but there is also a critical human factor involving the crew and how they perform on board. We have developed this tool to help operators in this vital sector. We are delighted that Carnival should be the first to use the system. It demonstrates their commitment to safety."

 

Tribon and ClassNK develop software interface

http://www.tribon.com

The Japanese classification society ClassNK and software provider Tribon Solutions have developed a direct interface between the Tribon Shipbuilding system and ClassNK PrimeShip.

This new capability aims to offer efficient data transfer and cost reductions in the early ship design phases; ship designers will be able to examine multiple design alternatives in a shorter time. 

PrimeShip consists of a range of software applications and supplementary services; it includes software to be used at the design stage, as well as a variety of through-life services to support maintenance and procedures across the full lifespan of a vessel. 

The direct interface, based on the XML standard, supports Finite Element Method (FEM) based strength assessment of hull structures. 

e-business and supply chains 1864

ShipyardXchange integration with Logimatic *

http://www.shipyardxchange.com
Shipbuilding e-procurement portal ShipyardXchange has signed a letter of intent with maritime software company Logimatic, to integrate ShipyardXchange with Logimatic’s MARS material and production control system. 

ShipyardXchange reports that its pilot program ended on Jan 30, 2002, running with 5 shipyards and 120 suppliers. During the first 3 weeks of February the system handled 200 requests for quotation and orders for euro 2.6m were made through the system. 

Shipyards Aukra Industrier, Langsten Slip & Båtbyggeri, Brattvaag Skipsverft, Aker MTW and Estaleiro Promar and Aker Finnyards, Aker Brevik, and Søviknes Verft within the Aker group will start using ShipyardXchange as their procurement vehicle for strategic goods. Odense Steel Shipyard has become a yard member on ShipyardXchange.

Hamworthy deepens Tribon relationship

http://www.tribon.com

Maritime equipment supplier Hamworthy KSE has deepened its relationship with Tribon.com, an online parts database to be used to source parts for shipbuilding. 

Hamworthy has decided to place more products on Tribon.com, including a range of sewage treatment plants and inert gas plants, and also put up a company presentation page. "We have been encouraged by shipyard enthusiasm for Tribon.com and we are keen to realise and measure the benefits this service will bring," says Hamworthy. 

The latest suppliers to join are Selcast Oy (electrical installation accessories), FW Oventrop (valves and controls), Daikin Industries (air conditioning systems), Jastram GmbH (propulsion systems) and XF Marine Group (marine transmission and propulsion systems). 

NYK Line is first carrier to join Inttra, GT Nexus and CargoSmart

http://www.nykline.com
In an almost revolutionary move, Nippon Yusen Kaisha (NYK Line) has signed up to all three container shipping line portals: Inttra, GTNexus and CargoSmart. NYK says it has based its decision on the wish to comply with customer preferences.

Tsunenari Tokugawa, executive vice president of NYK Line Tokyo, comments, "NYK has a strong belief that customers should be the centre of e-commerce initiatives. Participation with GT Nexus, INTTRA and Cargo Smart is in line with our 'Customer Center' philosophy. We want to be more responsive to customers' diverse requirements and provide them with more options for doing business with NYK." 

Yutaka Yasunaga, Chief Information Officer of NYK Line North America, adds, "For the last two years, NYK has invested substantially to become more competitive in the world of e-commerce. This effort has led to the success and development of our own Pegasus Internet initiatives. Our cutting-edge technology and experience in the field of e-commerce, coupled with the sophisticated technical teams of the other industry portals should enable a smooth integration of all systems." 

NYK is also promoting its own internet and e-commerce initiative, Pegasus, which is to be integrated with the three portals. According to the shipping line participation with the portals is indeed just one step towards complementing its e-commerce strategy centred around Pegasus. 

NYK says it will continue to expand and further enhance its own e-commerce initiatives. From March 2002 onwards the following online applications will become available through its website at http://www.nykline.com: schedules; container tracking; rate inquiry; booking; shipping instructions; bill-of-lading processing; shipment summary; cargo tracing; shipment details; exception reporting; cut-off and availability; event notification. 

CargoSmart opens in Bremen

http://www.cargosmart.com
Container shipping portal CargoSmart, established by shipping line OOCL, has opened an office in Bremen, Germany.

CargoSmart claims that it currently has 600 companies using the system in Europe, accounting for 33 percent of its total customers. Customers include car trading company Gebrueder Behling and household goods import-export company Elih International Holding. 

From the European office it will work closely with the local shipping community and develop new business. The office will be headed by Carsten Schneider, CargoSmart’s business development manager, previously customer service manager for OOCL in Germany. 

---

Envision Peripherals contracts GT Nexus for private logistics network

http://www.gtnexus.com

Envision Peripherals (EPI), manufacturer of the AOC and Envision brand of monitors, has contracted GT Nexus, a provider of e-logistics solutions, to design and deploy a private platform of software solutions and a secure data repository. 

It will use this to centrally manage shipment information and automate its interactions with logistics providers. The company also hopes to avoid unplanned costs, such as expedited services and penalties, through more accurate and timely visibility to global shipments across the supply chain.

Brazilian terminal goes electronic

http://www.mtls.com

Brazilian container terminal Rio Cubatao Logistica Portuaria Ltda will be using the e-container terminal management system developed by Maher Terminals Logistic Systems (MTLS).

This is a completely web-enabled e-commerce system, enabling data exchange between terminal operators and their customers. 

Terminal managers can locally or remotely review and control terminal activities. Clients can report, enter data and look for information over the internet, such as notification of cargo status. 

MTLS has also been selected by Massachussetts Port Authority (Massport) as the "preferred vendor of choice for container management technology." MTLS will start installing its e-container terminal management system at Massport from the first quarter of 2002. 

-----

Port of Seattle chooses revenue and property management software  * 

http://www.dst-usa.com
The Port of Seattle has chosen the PROPworks software by Decision Support Technologies for its revenue and property management. It will use the core modules Agreement Management, Company/Contact Management, Concession Sales Management, Billing and Invoicing. It will also use supplementary modules Space Management, Utilities Management. 

Other seaport clients for DST include Port of San Francisco and the Puerto Rico Ports Authority.  

Port of Tanjung Pelepas implements electronic vessel clearance system 

http://www.ptp.com.my

The Port of Tanjung Pelepas, Malaysia, has implemented an electronic vessel clearance system, which shipping agents can use to submit an application online to obtain port clearance for vessels. 

Port clearances had previously been obtained through manual submissions to four government departments: Royal Customs and Excise, Marine, Health and Immigration. Now shipping agents only have to submit the documentation once. 

New York pilots implement shipping scheduling system

http://www.americassystems.com
The Port of New York / New Jersey is implementing a computerised scheduling system, to handle the 10,000 ocean-going shipmovements annually into the New York / New Jersey harbour and associated 84 ship pilots. 

Until now, the scheduling has always been handled on a wall mounted board with plastic tags showing each pilot’s name, which is a very complex task, particularly when pilot sick days, ship delays and rescheduling is taken into account. 

The pilots have now signed a contract to develop a custom built pilot scheduling and dispatching system from Americas Systems. The system is web-based and will be completed by June this year. It will include a billing module which will interface with a third party commercial software accounting package, as well as fax and e-mail.

It also integrates with the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey’s Freight Information Real time System for Transport (FIRST), an online system (www.firstnynj.com) which gives real time information about status of cargo arriving at terminals and ship arrivals.  Through the integration with FIRST, pilots can access information about ship delays.

Procter and Gamble signs up to Optimum Logistics

http://www.optimumlogistics.com

Procter and Gamble Chemicals has signed up to use the Optimum Logistics online e-supply chain management system, owned by Stolt Nielsen. All of P&G Chemicals' bulk marine trade documentation will be sent electronically over TransLink, Optimum's electronic trade documentation module. 

Optimum claims that TransLink is the first internet based trade documentation system to be fully integrated with a transportation execution process. It enables collaboration and data sharing between shippers, receivers, carriers, freight forwarders, surveyors and terminals. 

Another new customer for TransLink is Lubrizol Corporation. Lubrizol will employ Optimum Logistics’ TransLink platform to manage shipments of lube oils to ports and marine terminals around the world. TransLink will also track and trace shipments, provide alert notification to exceptions or failures, produce operational reports and help with internal planning and collaboration. 

Optimum Logistics has opened a new office in Singapore. The office space is shared with Aspen Tech, which has acquired a minority equity stake in the company. Optimum Logistics’ is to integrate its supply-chain execution technology with AspenTech’s supply chain optimisation solutions. 

The joint offering aims to “give process manufacturers the ability to optimise their purchasing, manufacturing, sales and transportation decisions based on accurate real-time information about their logistics network.”

 

Germanischer Lloyd updates online service

http://www.germanlloyd.org/fleetonline

German classification society Germanischer Lloyd has updated its online portal "Class.IT fleet online." GL hopes that Fleet Online can evolve into a management tool for the entire fleet. 

New developments are: shipping companies can create and manage their own surveys over it; each client has their own personal contacts at Germanischer Lloyd; clients can enter their own notes and comments after each survey; users can download a pdf file of statement of survey dates; users can pull up 3D ship models created using the class.IT hull design Poseidon software at any time; ships not classed by GL can also be managed with Fleet Online.

Using the tool, shipping companies can monitor the progress of their survey orders, with a little anchor symbol, which indicates that status of processing for each survey. All surveys are automatically transmitted worldwide to the responsible person immediately after they have been completed. 

100 companies use BIMCO’s internet document editing

http://www.bimco.dk
Danish shipping company association BIMCO reports that over 100 companies are now using its internet document editing application (idea), including owners, brokers, shipmanagers, port agents and law firms. Clients include Columbia Shipmanagement in Cyprus; A P Møller’s Maersk Broker in Copenhagen, Wijsmuller in Netherlands and law firm Norton Rose in the UK. 

The system was launched six months ago in Beijing, China. It enables people in different offices around the world to work on the same standard shipping documents at the same time, including ship and crew management agreements, voyage and time charter parties, towage contracts, bills of lading and statements of fact. 

BIMCO expects to have 40 different forms on the system by the end of May 2002. It sees the tool as a natural extension of its documentary activities. 

Laycan sold to Ergo Group

http://www.laycan.com

Norwegian e-chartering service Laycan has sold its software and development team to Ergo Group, a 2000 employee information technology subsidiary of the Norwegian postal service. All of its information technology team are now working for Ergo Group.

Meanwhile, the ex-commercial team of Laycan has set up its own conventional shipbroking company, Dyna Shipping, which will also continue to market the Laycan chartering system. 

ErgoSolutions, the group at Ergo responsible for the acquisition, has announced that it does intend further development and maintenance of Laycan's ship chartering system. 

Ergo plans to use Laycan to extend its current logistics information technology work to shipping. It will change the income model of the software, from a transaction oriented broker model to a straight license fee.  

StrategicIMX completes shipbroking desktop integration

http://www.strategic.co.uk

Maritime software provider Strategic Software has announced that StrategicIMX, its web-based data exchange tool can now integrate all users of existing Strategic and Dataworks shipbroking software via the internet.

US-based McQuilling Brokerage and Charles R Weber are among the tanker brokers utilising TankerIMX, a version specifically designed to cater for this particular industry. E-Jan/DryBulkIMX, the IMX software for companies involved in dry bulk ocean transportation, is being used by NYK Line, Japanese shipbroker Yamamizu as well as other Japanese, European and US shipbrokers and shipowners.

