ALTERNATIVES TO INMARSAT

BRITISH TELECOM SATELLITES

mike.j.reed@bt.com
Karl, 

With reference to you enquiry regarding the BT trial of a fast download (one

way) Satellite service for IP use. 

I have copied comments from our engineer Mr Morley for your interest below, 

Apologies for the delay in responding. 

The BT IPStream Satellite product assumes a satellite receiving dish is

installed at the customer premises and the customer has a dialup connection

to the Internet. 

I would view this requirement as a special bid requiring specialised

equipment on-board ship. 

One key challenge is the antenna system which needs to maintain pointing

accuracy commensurate with the relative positioning/roll of the ship. Such

automatic tracking antennas are available. To give you a rough idea of the

coverage of the Eutelsat 16 Deg E W2 satellite, click on the "coverage" link

at <http://www.eutelsat.com/satellites/16e.html># 

The other issue is provision of dialup PSTN connectivity which depends on

the communications capabilities of the ship/shipping company. 

Regards, 

Neil. 

Neil Morley

Systems Engineer

Satellite Systems Team

BTexact Technologies

As commented above this system does rely on the use of an existing

connection for uploading/requesting information however when left connected

to your PC it will periodically download Email accounts and favourite

internet pages independently which have been previously requested & loaded. 

We do have a two way satellite system available which is obviously more

expensive and will need the same technical considerations as mentioned above

details of which can be found at the following URL :-

<http://www.btopenworld.com/satellite/index.html> 

I hope this goes someway to answering your enquiry 

Regards Mike Reed ( Satellite Trial Manager)

ICO 

MIKE JOHNSON

we haven't been doing much

sittting here idling waiting for the FCCs rule on request for terretrial use

that's leading to a lot of speculation

we've had a management change 

Greg Clark has decided to step away from day to day management

he 

==

opens a whole new market for us

initial subscriber base

deliver in building service

we could penetrate a steel frame

that's been the big shortcoming

with repeaters on the grounnd

we can serve wall street

headquarters of shipping companies

repeaters mean however that we need special dispensation from the FCC

to use the spectrum for terrestrial based equipment

there's nothing to prevent us from using it on the ground

a peculiarity 

first of all its wireless

secondarily its mobile

the same system could be used either a fixed or mobile line

the user / engingeer in the receiving end

would have the option of sitting at a desk up or being on 

unified communications system

this is market segment that none of tthe other satellite companies have been able to go after

get the FCC to demand other countries that control their spectrum will take note of that

its not broadband

but its 144 kbps that's third generation

megabits per second 

154 its very equivalent to third generation 

a lot of people think won't be functioning terrestrially into well into this decade

this is a very good proposition

its a result of changes that we've made in the technology and business plan since we came out of chapter 11

frankly we're still working on the exact look and design of terrestrial equipment

it can be on a tower in an urban area that would operate 

units that can sit on a windowsill and serve a whole building

the plan at the moment is to base in london

got one satellite in the sky 

24 hour contact with it

its beeen up there 10 months 

12 satellites

all the lines on the graph converge at 10,390 km

it made the most sense 

we're the only ones with that orbit

we've got very endorsement from the engineering comunity

cost is such a big factor with these systems

we have a regulatory team in washington

the guys that actually comb through these requests 

there's so much at stake

the technology we know the world needs

higher bandwidth database applications

for basic telephony for the developing world

as a first step

half the population of the globe have never made a phone call

at the origin the rationale was to bring communications to the developing world

bring the population 

these systems depends on utilising your capacity

if your utilising the capacity at a high rate the airtime can be priced lower

getting the capacity committed or used 
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