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Vector Informatics Systems SA of Athens, Greece, is now putting its maritime software on general sale. 

The company has a fully integrated maritime software system which is used by shipping companies Eletson and Stelmar. 

The software was originally developed independently for Eletson and Stelmar, over the past three years; the company was originally established in 1997.

Eletson and Stelmar did not, themselves, collaborate in the development of the software; Vector has produced software for them individually as separate projects. But now, as a result of the software development, it has put together a product suitable for general sale. 

Vector currently has 35 employees, of which 30 are technical and 5 are in sales. 

SUBHEAD

What it does

The software covers procurement, safety management, maintenance, messaging and shipping company administration, with modules both onboard ship and on shore. 

There are no accounting modules, because Vector considered that there was nothing particularly specific about maritime accounting software which justified the development of maritime specific software. 

The messaging system is a special feature, carrying telex, fax, filing and structural messaging. To reduce costs Vector did not build the software from scratch, it has just developed a plug in to Microsoft Outlook so it can put together all of these messaging forms. 

The software is workflow based, gearing around helping employees manage their business processes. Every body is provided with a series of tasks to complete. 
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Shipboard application

The shipboard module is used to display, enter and send data from the ship. Seafarers can manage their delivery of spare parts and receive changes to ISM data. They can order things, do the payroll and manage maintenance. 

The shipboard application weighs just under 1 megabyte; it is written in Javascript. The company put a great deal of effort into keeping all shipboard software as light as possible so it can be sent to the ship by satellite. “We turned every bite around before implementing it,” the company says. 

Updates to the software can be automatically installed just by sending updates to the ship by e-mail; in a recent update, Vector deployed updates on 26 Stelmar vessels at sea over a weekend. 

Vector asserts that the software is so easy to install and use that there is really no need to have any information technology skills onboard. The ambition is to make the software as easy to use as a cashpoint machine.  

For ship-shore e-mail, the software integrates with Rydex and Xantic (AMOS) ship-shore e-mail software, which keep the e-mailing costs as low as possible. It can work with both IMPA and ISSA catalogues. 

