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Clipper's Glomaris starts commercial rollout

http://www.glomaris.com

Glomaris (Global Maritime Information Suite), the shipping company

accounting software package developed by International shipping company Clipper Group for its own purposes, is now being given a wider commercial roll out.

The ERP software package has three modules, for chartering, operations and finance, fully integrated.

 There are calculation tools for voyage charter, time charter and laytime; there is a database of port costs around the world built up by Clipper Group; the system can manage vessel itineraries, invoicing and interface with banking systems.

The most recent new client is Seaside Navigation of Denmark, which signed up to use the software in December 2001. The company was established as a separate entity from Clipper's normal operations in October 2001, following sales to SoNo Shipping of Stamford (July 2001), Van Ommeren of Stamford and Rotterdam in April 2001, J Lauritzen in January 2001 and Metall and Rohstoff Shipping of Johannesburg in January 2001. The system was originally

completed n September 1999.

Clipper originally realised it was worthwhile putting the system on

commercial sale after it attracted a lot of interest from other shipping companies in the market for similar integrated systems. "They wanted to have a look and talk

about buying it," says Jens Hjort Jensen, director of Glomaris.

Mr Jensen hopes that the fact that the software was originally developed by people working in the maritime industry for their own purposes, rather than by an outside software company, will be a major factor in the success of

the product. Clipper managed to reduce its accounting costs by 20 per cent through its use of the system, he says.

The software is not yet web enabled, but there are plans to web enable it, he says. It will also link up to shipping internet portals if the maritime

industry starts using them on a wider scale.

There are sophisticated databases of port costs and tools to calculate them, which could make the product useful to brokers and chartering companies, he says.

The operations module can be used for shipping companies to update voyage arrival and departure details. There is a vessel register module complying with the Baltic Exchange questionaire and distance tables. 

A licence to use the package is currently priced at $70,000 for up to 5 users, with $2,500 per additional user and installation / training costs of $1,200 per day.

