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FORTHCOMING DIGITAL SHIP CONFERENCES

MARITIME KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT TECHNOLOGY

http://www.thedigitalship.com/trainingconf.htm
May 7, 2002, London 

Admission GBP 250 (Euros 400) 

A one-day seminar exploring how expert systems, computers and communications can assist with distance learning, purchasing, safety, maintenance and fuel management and minimizing seafarer travel costs 

OPPORTUNITIES AND APPLICATIONS WITH INMARSAT FLEET

http://www.thedigitalship.com/inmfleetconf2.htm
June 6, 2002, Piraeus [Thursday of Posidonia week]

Admission 250 Euros (GBP 150) including admission to evening Inmarsat dinner 

At such a low delegate price we expect tickets for this event to sell out. Reserve yours now. For booking details see website above 

THE VIRTUAL BOX: INTEGRATING THE CONTAINER SHIPPING SUPPLY CHAIN

http://www.thedigitalship.com/containershipping.htm
September 17-18, Hamburg

In association with Power Project Resources 

Introducing our September conference, “The virtual box: integrating the container shipping supply chain,” the most exciting recent developments to help shippers, forwarders, shipping lines, ports, hauliers and rail companies could all talk to each other electronically.


TECHNOLOGY AND MARITIME SECURITY 

http://www.thedigitalship.com/digitalship2002.htm#2
“I don’t know how e-business and the internet can help the problem. But all I can say is, generally speaking, in your business are visionaries. You must be saying, in your brains, that there is a way.” 

[Maritime security consultant BRIGADIER PARROTT CBE, addressing the Digital Ship conference on April 17, 2002, “Shipping internet making it work”, on the subject of using technology for maritime security] 

We are allocating the second day to our four-day November conference, Digital Ship 2002, to a discussion about how technology can improve maritime security, and respond to demands from the US government for increased maritime security.

If you have any interesting views on the subject, or produce technology you believe can help, we would be delighted to discuss giving you speaking slots at this event.

See our outline program for the day here 

http://www.thedigitalship.com/digitalship2002.htm#2
Read about the maritime security technology discussion at our April 17 conference, “Shipping internet making it work” here

http://www.thedigitalship.com/digitalship2002.htm#8
Ship-shore communications

Inmarsat Fleet terminal costs $23,995
http://www.kvh.dk
Satellite terminal distributor KVH has announced on its website that its initial price of an Inmarsat Fleet terminal is $23,995 (see http://www.kvh.com/products/product.asp?id=67)
The cost of Fleet terminals are still expected to drop further as distributors compete against each other, with some pundits expecting terminals to eventually cost as little as $17,000. Fleet terminals are certainly substantially cheaper than Inmarsat –B terminals (around $30,000). 

The terminals are smaller and lighter than Inmarsat –Bs, and are expected to require much less work for installation and maintenance. The 84 cm diameter terminal weighs just 25 kg. 

The systems have already been tested on 7 vessels in all ocean regions, including large container ships and small fishing vessels, working in extreme weather conditions during the winter. 

Terminal manufacturer Thrane comments that it is already distributing Fleet 77 terminals to partners and distributors around the world.

France Telecom sells Iridium

http://www.francetelecom-mobilesat.com
Inmarsat land earth station operator France Telecom has signed a provision of services contract with mobile satellite company Iridium.

“Iridium and Thuraya have become credible competitors [to Inmarsat],” it says in is in-house newsletter, Mobile Satellite News. “There are now completely credible alternatives to Inmarsat which justify us sitting up and paying attention.”

“Inmarsat is not under threat; it is still the gold standard in its market because of its stability and global coverage. But a significant proportion of customers are attracted by cheaper, more mobile solutions.” 

“For its part, Thuraya offers high quality service over regional coverage areas of Europe, north and central Africa, India, central Asia and the Middle East. Thuraya has the cheapest offering on the market, at under a dollar a minute.”

“Iridium is fighting back. Its credible at last and staging a comeback,” it says. France Telecom has signed a provision of services contract with Iridium. 

“With cheaper mobile equipment, terminals and communications than Inmarsat, Iridium offers an appropriate response to the needs of .. all areas that are traditionally cost sensitive. The Iridium range is reaching out to the maritime community.”

Tuapse Port Authority approves Transas VTS

http://www.transas.com
Port authorities in Tuapse, on the Russian Black Sea Coast, have passed Transas’ vessel traffic system in a  “factory acceptance test”, meaning that Transas can receive the next tranche of its $2m contract. 

Transas is supplying a Navi-Traffic VTS system which can track up to 500 targets simultaneously, with a control center, two coastal surveillance radar stations, a shore based VHF and closed circuit television system. 

SeaWave completes HF radio communications station

http://www.seawave.com
SeaWave, which operates a high frequency radio communications service to ships, has built a “Communications Station” on Rhode Island, NE United States. The facility will be used to provide subscribers with internet e-mail and US weather data.

The station has many different antennas, with high speed satellite communications to the SeaWave corporate offices. 

 SeaWave recently launched its software package, SeaWave Navigator 1.1, which provides internet e-mail, weather charts and text weather forecasts transmitted to ships by high frequency radio. The company recently appointed Chuck Gibson as sales director. 

Maritime software

Transas upgrades sea, sky and stars on its simulators. 

http://www.transas.com
Maritime simulator manufacturer Transas has upgraded the graphics it uses on its maritime training simulators. 

The sea on the simulator displays has been upgraded; the sea reflects sky, clouds, sun, moon and stars, with dusk and dawn effects, depending on the user’s geographical position. There is a simulated star globe for sailing at night, based on a true mathematical model of stars and planets positioning. The visibility of space objects depends on the weather conditions, such as fog, rain, snow and cloud density. There are new fractal methods of cloud layer density modeling. There is 3D rain and snow models with dynamically changing speed and intensity. 

Ulysses system used for oil spill response

http://www.ulysses-systems.com
The Ulysses Systems Task Assistant software, originally developed as an in-house ship-shore document management tool for Lyras Shipping, has been selected by O’Brien’s Oil Pollution Service to co-ordinate its internal workflow processes. 

O’Brien claims to be the “largest qualified individual and spill response management provider in North America,” providing a range of maritime safety and environmental protection consulting services. 

“We were looking for a way to manage the large amount of information that flows through our offices from the various emergency and/or training locations where our teams are involved.  We think Task Assistant will help us do this more quickly and efficiently,” says O’Brien. 

"In addition, it will allow all of our team members to access important procedural and regulatory documents that are an important part of hazardous materials control and containment.”

The system will be used to update customer information, revise documents, distribute updates, provide checklists and other forms which can be completed, reviewed and approved electronically. It will also be used to create, update and disseminate the company’s physical documents. 

Kristian Gerhard Jebsen implements SAFIR

http://www.bassnet.no
Norwegian shipping company Kristian Gerhard Jebsen Skipsrederi has completed the first implementation stage of SAFIR 4.0, a safety reporting system developed by BASS and Gard Services, running both onboard ships and in the office. 

Previously, reports about safety incidents onboard vessels were written up and manually fed into the system at the office, but with SAFIR 4.0 the reports are delivered electronically from the vessel to the shore based system. 

Information is then transferred back to the vessels so that everyone can learn from the mistakes. 

New Century Shipbuilding purchases Tribon shipbuilding system

http://www.tribon.com
New Century Shipbuilding of China has purchased the Tribon M1 shipbuilding system for design and production of ships in its shipyard in Jingjiang, on the northern bank of the Yangtze River. The investment is part of a comprehensive reconstruction of the yard. Over 30 Chinese shipyards use Tribon in total. 

Orders from STN Atlas

http://www.sam-electronics.de
STN Atlas marine electronics of Hamburg has received orders from Croatian, German and South Korean shipyards to supply 16 of its integrated navigation and command systems “NACOS,” incorporating Radarpilot Atlas radars, ECDIS and other sensors. Worldwide sales for NACOS onboard commercial and passenger vessels now approaches 750. 

The new commissions include NACOS 45-4 units for 6 30,000 gt product tankers being built on Croatia; NACOS 55-4 systems for eight container newbuilds under construction at Daewoo’s Okpo yard and two $350m cruiseliners ordered from Aker MTW by Seetours, a subsidiary of P&O Princess Cruises. 

Nalfleet Marine Chemicals selects Kittiwake

http://www.kittiwake.com
Water treatment company Nalfleet Marine Chemicals has selected Kittiwake, the most web-enabled maritime supplier in the world, to supply its onboard water testing kits. Kittiwake reframed and re-engineered 65 product lines, which Nalfleet will now supply to vessels. 

RS Platou uses Nordic-It software

www.nordic-it.com
Shipbroker RS Platou has purchased the MCSWin maritime communications software of Nordic-IT, to use in its Singapore office. 

Nordic purchased the original maritime communications software assets of GN Comtext, MCSWin and MX Server, from Easylink, after Easylink bought GN Comtext. It is based in Copenhagen and staffed by former GN Comtext employees who originally developed the software. 

John Sabella launches onboard safety program

http://www.johnsabella.com
Maritime training company John Sabella has launched an onboard safety program which combines video, print and computer based training, to help seafarers comply with International Safety Management (ISM) standards of training, certification and watchkeeping. There are modules for first aid, firefighting, personal survival, personal safety, social responsibility and drilling. 

Star IS appoints UK agent

http://www.sismarine.com
Maritime software company Star Information Systems has appointed Les Smyrl as its UK technical agent, taking responsibility for support and implementation of SIS software in the UK. Mr Smyrl was previously senior technical consultant with Xantic. 

Supply chains

LINE sets up sports footwear supply chain system

http://www.line.net
Hong Kong based shipping IT company Logistics Information Network Enterprise (LINE) has formed a joint venture company with Yue Yuen, which manufacturers 15 per cent of all branded athletic and casual footwear in the world, to develop an online system called SupplyLINE for sports footwear and electronics industries. 

It has also signed up Elitegroup Computer Systems Co., and Global Brands Manufacture Group (GBM) as shareholders. The system will be used to manage integration of goods and the flow of information, hopefully leading to a reduction in logistics costs. 

INTTRA signs up Elite International

http://www.inttra.com
Container shipping line backed shipment management portal INTTRA has signed up Elite International, a logistics company for chemical and consumer industries. The company plans to use INTTRA’s freight booking and management tools alongside its freight forwarding, customs brokerage and non vessel operating common carrier services. 













