Engine equipment monitoring: 

The latest with engine monitoring. What are the major engine manufacturers doing? How can the value of the data sent be more than the communication costs. Companies likely to be reviewed Wartsila, MAN B&W and Rolls Royce. By Yana Lenzner.

Broadband ship shore communications:

What are the possibilities for broadband communications with ships? Companies likely to be reviewed: Lagumar Marine, KVH, Satpool, INVSAT, Stratos 

Giving seafarers and charter passengers sitcoms, e-mail and the internet: the business case: by Tristan Wood, managing director, ship shore communications consultancy Livewire Digital

Short range radio data communications:

Tim Power explores the data exchange between ship and shore, while the ships are in port. Kind of like a short-term high bandwidth internet connection with the ship at every port call, ideal for software upgrades. Companies likely to be reviewed: CISCO. 
First class and second class ship shore communications by Steve Harding. Shipping companies can manage their communications better by sending their urgent communications by digital high frequency radio or Inmarsat –B, -C and Fleet, and send their less urgent communications by data radio communications in ports, GSM in ports, mini-M

High frequency radio communication

How good is digital high frequency radio, and does it have a role in maritime communications?

Seafarers and onboard software - what do seafarers think about onboard software 

As we have plenty of new developments in software systems, we find out the seafarer’s perspective. Do most ships actually have software now, or is it still a minority? 

Are seafarers involved in choosing it, or is it forced on them? Do they know how to use it? Is it easy to use? Do they find it helpful? Are there any suggestions as to how it could be improved? Companies which may be reviewed include: Ulysses Systems, AVECS, Xantic, Vector, BASS, ABS-NS, Star Information Systems

Weather routing technologies and medical assistance onboard:  

What are the latest technologies for providing weather information onboard and giving medical assistance? Do most ships receive weather information onboard by satellite? What information is most helpful? 

How many ships have remote medical assistance services onboard? How useful are some of the developed services? Companies which may be reviewed include Nowcasting, Global Medical Assistance, Telemedic Systems, Applied Weather International, WNI OceanRoutes, UK Meterological Office, Transas
Financial issues of maritime software

 Is it possible to quantify the savings shipping companies can get through using maritime software? Yana Lenzner answers the question 

European union SWAN research

Yana Yana Lenzner reports on the European Union funded research in maritime information technology under the SWAN program, and how it is contributing to shipping. 

Container security 

Tim Power reviews the technical developments to improve container security, including X-rays scanning, radation detectors, container seals, tags, container terminal monitoring systems, terminal gate systems, software and tracking devices. How can technology help the problem, and does it actually work? 

The latest in electronic charts 

How far has the maritime industry come along with putting electronic charts onboard ships? When will these technologies be completed? What does it take to speed up the process?

Shipbroking software

The latest developments in shipbroking software and the outlook vs. proprietary software debate. What is happening with online shipbroking now, will it ever happen? By Karl Jeffery

Letter from germany

Yana Lenzner reports on the most exciting recent developments in maritime information technology from Germany. 

Perspectives from the U.S

 Barry Parker continues his series with developments in maritime information technology from the US, particularly in the security field
SMM REPORT

Our report of probably the most exciting maritime exhibition ever, for maritime information technology. 

Highlights include: Inmarsat, launch of Fleet 55 and 33, and reducing call charges to 79 cents a minute. AVECS: this innovative software company is really moving ahead. Product Lifecycle Management: IBM and EDS have some innovative developments. Electronic charts: there is some interesting new software. Also, the latest in Automatic identification systems. Written by editor, Karl Jeffery, and deputy editor, Jayde Card

