Inmarsat's "super quiet time," when seafarers can make cut-rate phone calls - has been extended, if you purchase airtime  through World-Link communications.

From April 1, 2004, the $0.99 per minute -B, mini-M and Fleet 77 "Happy Hour rate," for seafarers to make voice calls, will be extended from the current 11pm to 3am to all weekend long and 7pm to 7am on weekdays, so 7pm friday to 7am monday.

The offer is only available to seafarers using World Link Communications All Day CrewVoice service. There are no physical cards involved; seafarers just send an e-mail to World Link requesting a code number, for either $29.70 or $49.50, which is sent back by e-mail.  

World Link can then invoice the shipping company, which can in turn deduct the money from the seafarer's wages, or seafarers can pay World Link directly with a credit card. 

For $29.70, mini-M users can get 30 mins of Happy Hour talk time or 20 mins of Peak Hour talk time; or for $49.50, Inm-B users get 50 mins of Happy Hour talk time and 20 mins Peak Hour talk time. 

Michael Storey resigns

http://www.inmarsatventures.com/ceo_change.html

Michael Storey has resigned as president and chief executive of Inmarsat.

No reason has been given, apart from that Mr Storey wished to “resume his private investment activity” and believed that this was a suitable time, following the company’s sale to Apax Partners and Permira.

However industry commentators took the view that it was highly likely that Mr Storey would either be asked to step down or would voluntarily resign following the company’s sale. 

“I was surprised he stayed there that long,” said one maritime communications commentator. “When you take over a company, you want to put your own person in charge.” 

Andy Sukawaty, Inmarsat’s chairman, will assume the additional responsibilities of CEO.

Mr Storey has agreed to retain an involvement in the business and will act as an advisor to the chairman for a “period of time,” Inmarsat says.

Equasis records record usage of online safety database

Equasis, a free publicly available service providing an online database of quality and safety information on around 66,000 vessels of 100 gross tons and over, reports that the number of active users has risen from around 7,000 to 9,000 in the past 12 months. 

George Barclay, director of Equasis, comments: “In May this year, Equasis will be four years old, and it is now widely recognised as the information linchpin of the safety culture that is increasingly evident in shipping operations. 

“Equasis has led the way in bringing greater transparency to the information available on individual vessels.”

Charterers and insurers continue to be the major users of Equasis data, followed by surveyors, government administrations and shipbrokers. The UK remains the biggest active user, followed by the US, Spain and France. The number of seafarer users has also been grown to nearly 300 in each of the last three months of 2003.

Kristen, United Overseas Tankers and Eastern Mediterranean use ChartCo

www.chartco.com
ChartCo, which supplies chart update information (Notices to Mariners) by satellite broadcast, has scored three new customers in Greece: Tsakos Navigation, United Overseas Tankers and Eastern Mediterranean.

“We were ready to invest in technology driven safety procedures which also provide operational and commercial benefits,” says Captain Odysseas Lekatsas of Kristen Navigation. 

“By implementing ChartManager we hope to circumvent forwarding delays and costs with the safety of navigation achieved by instant receipt of chart corrections and publication updates.”

ChartCo already supplies services to Stelmar, Avin and Consolidated Marine Management in Greece. The total number of Greece-managed vessels using ChartCo is now 150.

ChartCo has decided to locate Paul Surbuts, one of its sales managers, in Athens for four months to meet local shipowners. 

USCG approves LEDs for private aids to navigation

www.carmanah.com/
From the 8th March this year, LEDs (Light Emitting Diodes) are approved to be used for private aids to navigation instead of tungsten bulbs in the US, reports Carmanah Technologies, a company specialising in solar-powered LED lighting based in Victoria, British Columbia.

Carmanah has been supplying LED lights since 1999 to the U.S. Coast Guard.  ts products are only LED marine navigation lights approved for use in the U.S. federal Aids-to-Navigation System. The Canadian Coast Guard also uses Carmanah’s lights for navigation lighting on Canada's waterways. 

According to Carmanah, “Compared to tungsten-incandescent bulbs, LEDs burn 20 times longer and use up to 90 percent less electricity. LEDs are also ideal for marine navigation lighting because they are durable, compact, and require no maintenance.”

New VTS radar from Atlas Elektronik

www.atlas.de
Atlas Elektronik has launched a new X-Band radar system designed for VTS operations, the Atlas 9760 RTX FD. This uses frequency diversity (FD) technology for improved clutter suppression and target detection. It is fully compatible with Atlas’s series of 9760 VTS and RSS 9800 Coastal Surveillance systems.

The system transmits via two different X-band frequencies, receiving and processing each independently before correlating the two signals. This results in improved signal levels and can be combined with high-efficiency antennas to achieve greater performance benefits.

Thrane & Thrane to establish world service network

www.tt.dk
Thrane & Thrane Capsat Fleet 77, 55 and 33 terminal users will now be serviced by a world-wide network independently of the original equipment manufacturers (OEM). 

Thrane’s Capsat terminals are sold in a number of variants by different OEMs, and would traditionally be serviced by these individual companies, but Thrane & Thrane felt this was not the most efficient approach. 

The newly established service centres are run by independent companies trained and equipped by Thrane & Thrane.

 They will centralize the process and maintain a sufficient inventory of spare parts available on-site, as well as employing certified service engineers, hopefully leading to improved delivery of services worldwide. 

The centres will perform repairs on all Capsat equipment regardless of the manufacturer and will also make warranty repairs on Thrane & Thrane’s behalf.

OSI finalises CDN$8million contract with Australian Navy

www.osilcorp.com
Offshore Systems International’s teaming partner, Nautronix Ltd., has finalised a contract to supply the Royal Australian Navy with a fleet installation of OSI’s ECPINS-MTM electronic chart navigation system. 

OSI initially announced its selection for the contract last July, and has been engaged in subsequent negotiations.

The contract will be delivered in two stages, initial delivery of software licenses and some hardware installations beginning in September 2004, with further hardware, training and the support services necessary for additional installations following at the Navy’s discretion.

Asian orders for SAM Electronics

www.sam-electronics.de
SAM Electronics has received orders for supply and installation of shaft generators and associated equipment for generating main engine-driven electrical power aboard a series of newbuildings under construction in Korean and Chinese yards on behalf of Hapag Lloyd and Peter Doehle Schiffahrt.

Three 88,600-gt container vessels being built by Hyundai Heavy Industries for delivery to Hapag Lloyd in 2005-6 are being equipped with 4.5MW, 6.6kV systems, while at the Chinese Jiangsu Yangzijiang yard, eight 17,000-gt container vessels ordered by Peter Doehle Schiffahrt for delivery between 2005 and 2007 are to be supplied with 1120 kW pulse width modulation (PWM) systems.

These PWM systems are based on new transistor technology that minimises the required number of components and helps to reduce installation and cabling costs.

Radio Holland opens Malaysia office

www.radiohollandgroup.com
Radio Holland Group has opened its 49th branch office in Malaysia in February of this year. The office is based in the Port of Tanjung Pelepas, the top container terminal port in Malaysia and the country’s busiest port.
Imtech provides Integrated Navigation System for Belgian Navy

http://www.imtech.nl
Imtech Marine & Offshore will provide its UniMACS 3000 Integrated Navigation System for the modernisation of the “Godetia Class” Command & Support Vessel for the Belgian Navy. This will include a redundant ECDIS including a planning station, Radar/ARPA Systems and a VDR and AIS.

The delivery includes a Surveillance Radar System for the Lombardsijde shore facility. The contract follows other recent naval sales successes in the UK, Poland and The Netherlands. Imtech has supplied over 150 systems for navy ships and 600 for commercial vessels.

Hyundai and Transas IBS

www.transas.com
Hyundai has chosen Transas as a cooperation partner for the joint development of a new Hyundai – Transas intelligent bridge system (HTiBS). This will incorporate hardware and software elements from both manufacturers.

Elements to be included in the system are the Hyundai Advanced Control and Integration System (ACONIS), Hyundai Intelligent Voyage Data Recorder (HiVDR) and Hyundai Intelligent Conning system (HiConning). Transas will supply the Navi-Sailor 3000 ECDIS-I and digital radar system (Navi-Radar 3000-I).

The bridge will be jointly branded Transas and Hyundai and will be promoted worldwide, not only sold to HHI vessels. Transas will continue to promote its own bridge system separately. 

Transas director Sven Rasmussen says that HHI chose Transas because of its heavy investment in technology development, its extensive worldwide service and distribution network, and its quality standards. 

Currently, virtually all newbuild vessels from HHI have ECDIS installed onboard, he says. 

Cvigil develops portable shipboard personal alerting system 

http://www.cvigil.co.uk
Maritime electronics company Cvigil has developed Uni-Guard, a portable personal alerting system which seafarers can carry around the ship.

If the seafarer gets into trouble, for example from pirates, he can press a discrete panic button on a unit fastened on his belt. This alarm signal can automatically switch on lights, the ship’s alarm and other warnings. 

The unit can also work out its position from infrared emitters on the ship – it can broadcast the position on the radio, so seafarers know exactly where the seafarer is who triggered the alarm. 

The unit also has a motion detector. If it does not detect any movement for a specified time (indicating that the seafarer is asleep, dead, sitting down or standing still), it emits a beep to alert the user. The user then taps the unit to cause movement to indicate that he is still alive. 

If the user does not tap the unit, then a warning signal is sent back to the bridge, together with the location information. 

A number of wall mounted receivers must be positioned on the ship, in different parts of the vessel, to pick up the radio information and also to work out the position of the wearer. 

Kongsberg completes retrofit orders 

www.kongsberg.com
Kongsberg has retrofitted a DataChief C20 system onboard the “Stena Germanica” between 19th January and 6th February 2004, and Color Line’s M/S Kronprins Harald, that  was already using the DataChief 7 alarm control and monitoring system.

A new AutoChief 7 propulsion control system has been interfaced to the existing DataChief C20 machinery automation system on the passenger/car ferry the M/S Jupiter, including a Maritime Black Box (MBB) voyage data recorder (VDR) and a safety system for the four main engines. M/S Jupiter was the first vessel to install the DataChief C20 system five years ago and the new system was installed in seven days.

In the newbuildings arena, Kongsberg has received an order to supply its SVC-400 remote process control unit for seven LNG tankers to be built at Samsung Heavy Industries and Daewoo Shipbuilding and Marine Engineering in Korea. Three of the vessels will also have a Kongsberg Maritime Navigation and Safety System, while one vessel will have a Kongsberg Maritime Integrated Bridge System installed.

SOFTWARE

Seagull trains 1000 SSOs with Seagull CBT

www.seagull.no
Stelmar Tankers, has certified the 1000th Ship Security Officer trained with Seagull’s onboard computer-based security training package.

 This distinction goes to Capt. Nestor G. Pimentel, sailing onboard the MT TAKAMAR. To date, 40 SSO certificates in total have been issued to Stelmar Officers through the company’s fleet wide security training program.

The Ship Security Course Package allows all crew, including Ship Security Officers, to be trained onboard in compliance with the ISPS regulations. The full Seagull training course package includes three CBT courses and an SSO course workbook. Training activities are managed onboard or on shore through the Seagull Training Administrator. 

Bill O'Neil to become Videotel President

www.videotel.com
Maritime training company Videotel Marine International has announced that the former General Secretary of the IMO, Bill O'Neil, is to become its new President. “Bill O'Neil has done a great deal to promote the safety culture in the maritime industry, and training is an inherent part of that culture,” says Stephen Bond, managing director of Videotel.

Meanwhile, Chris Haughton has stepped down as deputy managing director to take up a post in the Leadership Centre at the University of Lancaster, but will remain on in a consulting capacity.

Videotel course passes MCA audit

www.videotel.co.uk
Videotel Marine International's shipboard security course is the first distance-learning course to pass an audit by the UK Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA). More than 1,000 people from forty different companies around the globe have signed up for the course, with 220 people gaining the certificate, and a pass rate of 93 per cent. 

Videotel has also seen a rise in interest in its other distance-learning courses, including its Safety Officer course. Videotel also offers a Tanker Familiarisation Course which can be completed onboard and will be launching further distance-learning courses later this year; it currently offers over 500 titles.

PC Maritime simulators bought by Petrobras

http://www.pcmaritime.co.uk
Brazilian oil company Petrobras has bought a full suite of engine room simulators from PC Maritime in a deal worth over GBP 30,000. The simulators will be installed at the Brazilian Merchant Navy School, Belem.

The simulators will be part of the four-year officer’s graduate course, covering skills in diesel engines, engine room control centres and auxiliary equipment. 

Norgas uses SIS systems to integrate suppliers

www.sismarine.com
Norgas Carriers, a shipping company specialising in transportation of petrochemical gases and LPG, is using Star Information Systems’ SISCommerce solution to integrate its purchasing system with suppliers. According to Christian Biering, Purchasing Manager for Norgas, over 62% of purchasing orders are now sent electronically to suppliers through the system.

Norgas has already been using SIS shipmanagement (Star IPS) and purchasing systems (Star CPS) since they were developed, and the new commerce solution is built on top of these. It manages the information flow for the supply chain, with all requisitions originating from the vessel now being sent electronically. The new system will enable the company to manage its growing fleet without increasing office staff.

Manpower launches new functionality at Seatrade Miami

Cruise sector manning software specialist Manpower Software (MAPS) has added two new modules each to its MAPS Taskforce and Crew Manning products. This includes Sentinel 180, for tracking crew working hours (in accordance with ILO regulations 180), and “Intelligent Time Capture,” ensuring the crew are clocking on and off at the right times in the right place. 

Sentinel 180 will automatically record working hours and overtime, send the information through to payroll and generate ILO 180 reports.

Intelligent Time Capture can be used by managers to access running totals of hours worked, check the status of crewmembers signed on at each venue and highlight those missing, late or not signed off. It also allows late changes of the schedule to be communicated to crewmembers through a messaging capability. 

Philip Morgan, director of cruise and maritime sales, comments, “With these new introductions we offer a true “full lifecycle” crew management system that’s modular, integrated and easy to extend.”

P&O Nedlloyd enables bookings to be made offline 

http://www.ponl.com
Container shipping line P&O Nedlloyd has developed a system that customers can use to send shipping instructions without a continuous connection to the internet. 

The bookings information is sent to P&O Nedlloyd as an e-mail. 

They can also create bookings, with historical information stored so that shipping instructions can be re-used from previous bookings.

Port of London launches online connections atlas

www.portoflondon.co.uk
The Port of London has launched a new online shipping service world atlas, based on the interactive port map launched last year. 

The ‘Connections Atlas’ offers people in the shipping, logistics and related transport sectors an easy way to match their shipping requirements with the services and terminals available within the Port of London. 

Users can enter the type of cargo concerned and the origin and final destination of their shipment, and the system then provides instant access to the options available to move cargo utilising the variety of shipping services available to and from London. 

The Atlas includes details of shipping services to and from the Port of London, shipping companies and agents providing services, and Port of London terminals and port facilities..

Geoff Adam, Port of London head of marketing, comments, “anyone looking to ship cargo via London can gain detailed information about terminals and shipping routes to and from London from their computer, wherever they are in the world.”

