PORTS
Port of London launches online connections atlas

The Port of London has launched a new online shipping service world atlas, based on the interactive port map launched last year. The ‘Connections Atlas’, developed with website design company Futura Interactive, is an interactive facility that offers people in the shipping, logistics and related transport sectors an easy way to match their shipping requirements with the services and terminals available within the Port of London. 

Users can enter the type of cargo concerned and the origin and final destination of their shipment, and the system then provides instant access to the options available to move cargo utilising the variety of shipping services available to and from London. The Atlas includes details of shipping services to and from the Port of London, shipping companies and agents providing services, and Port of London terminals and port facilities..

Geoff Adam, Port of London head of marketing, comments, “This Atlas has been developed to meet the needs of the global marketplace. Anyone looking to ship cargo via London can gain detailed information about terminals and shipping routes to and from London from their computer, wherever they are in the world.”

E-BUSINESS
Equasis records record usage of online safety database

Equasis, a free publicly available service providing an online database of quality and safety information on around 66,000 vessels of 100 gross tons and over, reports a record number of users with 300,600 hits in February this year. The number of active users ahs also risen from around 7,000 to 9,000.

George Barclay, director of Equasis, comments: “In May this year, Equasis will be four years old, and it is now widely recognised as the information linchpin of the safety culture that is increasingly evident in shipping operations. Equasis has led the way in bringing greater transparency to the information available on individual vessels.”

Charterers and insurers continue to be the major users of Equasis data, followed by surveyors, government administrations and shipbrokers. The UK remains the biggest active user, followed by the US, Spain and France. The number of seafarer users has also been grown to nearly 300 in each of the last three months of 2003.

ELECTRONICS
Imtech provides Integrated Navigation System for Belgian Navy

Imtech Marine & Offshore will provide its UniMACS 3000 Integrated Navigation System for the modernisation of the “Godetia Class” Command & Support Vessel for the Belgian Navy. This will include a redundant ECDIS including a planning station, Radar/ARPA Systems and a VDR and AIS.

The delivery includes a Surveillance Radar System for the Lombardsijde shore facility. The contract follows other recent naval sales successes in the UK, Poland and The Netherlands. Imtech has supplied over 150 systems for navy ships and 600 for commercial vessels.
USCG approves LEDs for private aids to navigation

From the 8th March LEDs (Light Emitting Diodes) can be used as private aids to navigation instead of tungsten bulbs in the US. 

Canada based Carmanah Technologies, a leading supplier of alternative energy solutions specialising in solar-powered LED lighting solutions for the marine, aviation, transit, roadway, railway and industrial worksite markets, has been supplying solar-powered LED lights since 1999 to the U.S. Coast Guard.  It’s products are only LED marine navigation lights approved for use in the U.S. federal Aids-to-Navigation System.
The Canadian Coast Guard also uses Carmanah’s lights for navigation lighting on Canada's waterways. According to Carmanah, “Compared to tungsten-incandescent bulbs, LEDs burn 20 times longer and use up to 90 percent less electricity. LEDs are also ideal for marine navigation lighting because they are durable, compact, and require no maintenance.”

SATCOMS

SECURITY
Security officers air concerns at HELMEPA security seminar

The sixth Helmepa Maritime Security Training Seminar of 2004 for Ship Security Officers (SSOs) and Company Security Officers (CSOs) took place on March 11th with a total of 18 SSOs and 6 CSOs attending and successfully passing the multiple-choice test with a mean score of 92% and 96% respectively.

Both CSOs and SSOs expressed their concerns on some security issues. In particular, delays that may be caused by inadequate preparedness of port facilities, the difficulties facing ships coming from states where the ISPS code has not been ratified, conflicts between the needs of ship’s security and safety, and implementation of the code in the case of change of ownership of the vessel.

The officers also felt there was ambiguity in the Code concerning whether or not repair yards qualify as “port facilities”, and that there may be a problem with security deficiencies being allowed to follow vessels after they are sold.

Helmepa’s seminars will continue in May 2004 and will be completed with the conduction of two more seminars for SSOs.
SOFTWARE

Manpower launches new functionality at Seatrade Miami

Manpower Software (MAPS), market leading supplier of crew manning software in the cruise sector, has added two new modules each to its MAPS Taskforce and Crew Manning products. Philip Morgan, Director of cruise and maritime sales, comments, “With these new introductions we offer a true “full lifecycle” crew management system that’s modular, integrated and easy to extend.”
Taskforce, a solution for time management of crew onboard, will feature Sentinel 180, a tool for tracking crew working hours in accordance with ILO 180 regulations. This will automatically record working hours and overtime, send the information through to payroll and generate ILO 180 reports.

The second new module, Intelligent Time Capture, ensures that crew are clocking on and off at the correct times and are working at the right venue. Managers can access running totals of hours worked, check the status of crewmembers signed on at each venue and highlight those missing, late or not signed off. It also allows late changes of the schedule to be communicated to crewmembers through a messaging capability. 
The crew manning application will include a Payroll Admin module that manages the complete payroll process, storing assignments and hours actually worked by crewmembers, calculating gross pay, creating payroll journals and exporting this data to external payroll systems for local deductions and payslip generation.
Finally, the Berthing module help to plan crew berthing arrangements and minimises the blocking of revenue-generating passenger cabins. Users can automatically allocate crew to cabins according to multiple criteria, e.g. dates on board, rank, gender, nationality and smoker/non-smoker. 

P&O upgrades offline shipment pack

P&O has upgraded its PC-based software for customers to complete shipping instructions without having to be connected to the Internet. Version 3.2 will allow users to create bookings, with historical information stored so that shipping instructions can be re-used from previous bookings.

Other enhancements include more information fields for entry of customer information early in the booking process, a re-designed look and feel and an easier upgrade facility that means previous software need not be uninstalled.

