Electronics

New VTS radar from Atlas Elektronik

www.atlas.de
Atlas Elektronik has launched a new X-Band radar system designed for VTS operations, the Atlas 9760 RTX FD. This uses frequency diversity (FD) technology for improved clutter suppression and target detection. It is fully compatible with Atlas’s series of 9760 VTS and RSS 9800 Coastal Surveillance systems.

The system transmits via two different X-band frequencies, receiving and processing each independently before correlating the two signals. This results in improved signal levels and can be combined with high-efficiency antennas to achieve greater performance benefits.

Atlas to upgrade Bremen VTS

www.atlas.de
Atlas Elektronik will upgrade the present VTS network controlling seagoing traffic along 37km of the River Weser between Bremen and Harriersand. The new system is to be operational by the end of the year, and will also be interfaced to the forthcoming German national AIS network.

The eight existing radar sites will be interfaced and modernised with new Atlas track processors while an additional station near the adjoining River Hunte tributary will be linked by microwave to the neighbouring station at Elsfleth. The whole system will be linked via a wide area cable network to the main VTS control centre at Bremen.

The control centre itself will receive five Atlas 9760 multi-function workstations for traffic surveillance and navigational assistance with two remaining workstation being used for replay and maintenance functions. The workstations will display raw video using RSC (radar scan converter) facilities which provide loss-free transmission.

Thrane & Thrane to establish world service network

www.tt.dk
Thrane & Thrane Capsat Fleet 77, 55 and 33 terminal users will now be serviced by a world-wide network independently of the original equipment manufacturers (OEM). 

Capsat terminals are sold in a number of variants by different OEMs, and would traditionally be serviced by these individual companies, but Thrane & Thrane felt this was not the most efficient approach. 

The newly established service centres are run by independent companies trained and equipped by Thrane & Thrane. They will centralize the process and maintain a sufficient inventory of spare parts available on-site, as well as employing certified service engineers, hopefully leading to improved delivery of services worldwide. The centres will perform repairs on all Capsat equipment regardless of the manufacturer and will also make warranty repairs on Thrane & Thrane’s behalf.

OSI finalises CDN$8million contract with Australian Navy

www.osilcorp.com
Offshore Systems International’s teaming partner, Nautronix Ltd., has finalised a contract to supply the Royal Australian Navy with a fleet installation of OSI’s ECPINS-MTM electronic chart navigation system. 

OSI initially announced its selection for the contract last July, and has been engaged in subsequent negotiations.

The contract will be delivered in two stages, initial delivery of software licenses and some hardware installations beginning in September 2004, with further hardware, training and the support services necessary for additional installations following at the Navy’s discretion.

Asian orders for SAM Electronics

www.sam-electronics.de
SAM Electronics has received orders for supply and installation of shaft generators and associated equipment for generating main engine-driven electrical power aboard a series of newbuildings under construction in Korean and Chinese yards on behalf of Hapag Lloyd and Peter Doehle Schiffahrt.

Three 88,600-gt container vessels being built by Hyundai Heavy Industries for delivery to Hapag Lloyd in 2005-6 are being equipped with 4.5MW, 6.6kV systems, while at the Chinese Jiangsu Yangzijiang yard, eight 17,000-gt container vessels ordered by Peter Doehle Schiffahrt for delivery between 2005 and 2007 are to be supplied with 1120 kW pulse width modulation (PWM) systems.

These PWM systems are based on new transistor technology that minimises the required number of components and helps to reduce installation and cabling costs.

Radio Holland opens Malaysia office

www.radiohollandgroup.com
Radio Holland Group has opened its 49th branch office in Malaysia in February of this year. The office is based in the Port of Tanjung Pelepas, the top container terminal port in Malaysia and the country’s busiest port.
Veripos upgrades Canadian DGPS network

www.veripos.com
Veripos has upgraded its Canadian Differential GPS network with new L1/L2 dual frequency receiver hardware at reference stations in Halifax, Nova Scotia and St Johns, Newfoundland. This follows the recent introduction of similar hardware for Veripos’ European and Mediterranean DGPS networks.

The upgrade will help to extend the validity of DGPS operations during periods of heightened ionospheric activity using the proprietary Veripos MCIF (Model Compensated Iono-Free) process. This provides supplementary corrections for any ionospheric effects at both local and reference station points.

MCP provides mobile networks onboard

www.mcpinc.biz
Maritime Communication Partners has developed a system allowing cell phones to be used onboard vessels in a similar way to standard roaming functionality. The technology allows for cellular networks to be run on moving platforms such as vessels, and deals with all the complex regulatory and legal problems associated with the different operators and running the system in national waters.

Iridium signs reseller agreement with Remote Knowledge

www.iridium.com
Remote Knowledge will become a value added reseller for Iridium’s satellite data communication services.  Remote Knowledge plans to integrate Iridium data services into a series of end-to-end telematics solutions for the recreational marine and oil and gas markets.

Remote Knowledge has markets a range of products for asset tracking, monitoring and reporting using wireless communications and integrated GPS.  It has signed an agreement with Sea Tow Services International, one of the largest private towing companies in the United States, to supply on-board devices that will permit boat owners to send service requests to the Sea Tow dispatch centre. 

Software

Seagull trains 1000 SSOs with Seagull CBT

www.seagull.no
Stelmar Tankers, has certified the 1000th Ship Security Officer trained with Seagull’s onboard computer-based security training package.

 This distinction goes to Capt. Nestor G. Pimentel, sailing onboard the MT TAKAMAR. To date, 40 SSO certificates in total have been issued to Stelmar Officers through the company’s fleet wide security training program.

The Ship Security Course Package allows all crew, including Ship Security Officers, to be trained onboard in compliance with the ISPS regulations. The full Seagull training course package includes three CBT courses and an SSO course workbook. Training activities are managed onboard or on shore through the Seagull Training Administrator. 

Videotel course passes MCA audit

www.videotel.co.uk
Videotel Marine International's shipboard security course is the first distance-learning course to pass an audit by the UK Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA). More than 1,000 people from forty different companies around the globe have signed up for the course, with 220 people gaining the certificate, and a pass rate of 93 per cent. 

Videotel has also seen a rise in interest in its other distance-learning courses, including its Safety Officer course. Videotel also offers a Tanker Familiarisation Course which can be completed onboard and will be launching further distance-learning courses later this year; it currently offers over 500 titles.

