PORTS

ESC releases smartGATE and Intelligent Camera

www.embarcaderosystems.com
Embarcadero System’s smartGATE terminal access system now uses Intelligent Camera technology to improve optical character recognition accuracy. The system uses CCTV cameras already in place at the terminal gate, and aims to improve accuracy of information and improve trucker turn times.

The system can be introduced as an add-on to any already existing terminal management system which has CCTV cameras installed at the gate. ESC claims that the software will increase percentage data accuracy from OCR of container and chassis numbers into the high 90s.  

Weather Radar for Panama Canal

www.pancanal.com
The Panama Canal Authority (ACP) has invested in a million-dollar meteorological radar system that will help to make atmospheric predictions needed to control Canal water levels, to monitor rain in the Canal watershed and to plan water spills at the Canal's dams. The existing system dating from 1983 suffered from high maintenance costs.

As another measure to improve its services, a 50 feet long, 15 feet wide aluminium launch vessel will be constructed to transport Canal linehandlers to ships navigating the Canal. ACP claim it is the first vessel of its kind and will be used to deliver as many as 30 linehandlers to ships, assisting as the cargo and passenger vessels are towed or use their own power to journey through the Canal.

ELECTRONICS

SIMRAD launches new products at Europort

www.simrad.com
SIMRAD has extended its range of products in several directions with new AIS, chart and radar systems.

The type-approved AI70 uses GPS and Russian-based GLONASS for position information, and can also take advantage of the forthcoming European Global Navigation Overlay System.

The RA80 and RA90 series ‘black box’ radar systems are available in IMO and non-IMO approved versions, and feature a separate processing unit (black box) and operator unit configuration that allows it to be installed in areas where space is limited. This is because the electronics can then be placed anywhere on the vessel.

The RA80 series uses a new CF range 17” display, while the RA90 has a 19” screen. The displays have fully controllable brightness and Simrad claims they offer enhanced colour and image quality. Antenna output powers of 6kW, 12kW and 25kW are available giving ranges from 64 to 96 NM.

The 34 series of multi-function products includes a GPS Chartplotter, ChartSounder, ChartRadar and MultiRadar, all featuring TFT 7” screens. They are designed for areas where space is limited, and have the same functionality as the larger 44/54 series. 

US $6m for SAM Electronics

http://www.sam-electronics.de
A further 13 NACOS integrated navigation command systems have been ordered by South Korean Yards. The systems incorporate radar-controlled track pilots, Ecdis and other sensors.

The orders comprise Series 35-4 systems for five 95,000-gt containers for delivery to Norddeutsche Vermogen in 2005-6 and three 84,000-gt crude oil tankers under construction for Naviera F Tapias and completion in 2004-5 being built by Daewoo, and five 85,000-gt container vessels due to be delivered to Cosco Container Lines next year constructed by Hyundai Heavy Industries.

Improved off-course alarm from Lilley and Gillie

http://www.LilleyandGillie.com
The new GS620 off-course alarm from Lilley and Gillie uses the standard magnetic compass to generate alerts if the ship veers off course. The new sensor has improved ease of installation, allowing the sensor output to be aligned electronically with the magnetic compass heading, and adjusting automatically for varying strengths of magnetic field found with different compasses.

New features include Magnetic Variation and Deviation correction, and NMEA outputs. The unit is designed to make it easier to retrofit vessels with the equipment, as required by most flag states. 

Equivest Acquire STN ATLAS

www.sam-electronics.com
As part of a management buyout, Equivest has taken over STN ATLAS Marine Electronics for an undisclosed amount. 

The new business will operate under the name of SAM Electronics GmbH. STN ATLAS Marine Electronics employed a 1,000-strong workforce and generated sales of EUR 244 million in 2002.

Combined Speed Log / Echo sounder from Consilium

www.consilium.se
The combined SAL T3 sensor from Consilium Navigation provides longitudinal and transversal true speed measurement with echo sounding. Using an acoustic correlation technique, the unit can measure both water and bottom track speed as well as water depth with only one transducer. 

The echo sounder has a range between 2 - 200 metres and gives speed over ground and travelled distance over ground information. Due to the single transducer, the solution requires only a single hull penetration resulting in lower installation costs.

Distribution Agreement for SAM Electronic & Satpool

www.sam-electronics.com ; www.satpool.se 

 SAM Electronics (formerly STN Atlas) and Satpool Sweden will co-operate in a distribution and service agreement for Sweden. Satpool is a provider of maritime communication solutions and will expand into the navigation field, while SAM will strengthen its presence in the Swedish area.

Kelvin Hughes give BP Shipping Full managed Service

www.kelvinhughes.co.uk
Kelvin Hughes will provide a full managed service for a complete range of bridge electronic equipment on 13 BP Shipping vessels. All the bridge equipment from Gyros to Communications and Echo Sounders to SARTS and EPIRBS as well as RADAR and navigation systems from Kelvin Hughes and other suppliers are covered for worldwide service.

As part of the deal, Kelvin Hughes will offer a fixed price on installation of new radar equipment, a dedicated Contract Management Team, a single invoice per quarter, training discounts for ship’s crew and discount on spares, as well as total coverage of all electronic bridge equipment.

Kelvin Hughes has introduced a complete range of new systems including Gyros, Internal and External Communications, Autopilots, Ships Security Alert System, Echo Sounders, and Compasses to complement their existing Radar, ECDIS and IBS products, Kelvin Hughes now claims to offer a “one stop shop” for shipyards.

The company has also built a new website, intended as an improved information resource about Kelvin Hughes products and services, and will feature a page covering every product with brochure, handbook and any available installation information formatted for viewing or printing.

Kelvin Hughes Outfits Netherlands Nautical College

http://www.kelvinhughes.com
Kelvin Hughes will supply the Maritime Training school in the Netherlands at Ijmuiden with Radar and ECDIS systems.

The school already uses10 Kelvin Hughes radar systems, set out in realistic bridge settings with instructors controlling simulated real time ship manoeuvring scenarios.

The school recently installed a Kelvin Hughes ECDIS in one of the training bridges to give students experience of the new electronic chart systems which are being fitted to more and more vessels. They anticipate installing more ECDIS in the near future.

SATCOMS

Telenor Launches Fleet 55

www.telenor.com/satellite
Telenor has launched its Fleet 55 service. The Fleet 55 terminal offers mobile ISDN, Mobile Packet Data Service (MPDS) including high-speed data communications, at up to 64kbps, in smaller equipment suitable for smaller vessels. 

Telenor will also launch a Fleet F33 terminal, which provides global voice and data communications to leisure boats, fishing vessels, and other small vessels, by the end of November.  In addition to global digital calling, Fleet F33 provides a variety of data services at speeds up to 9.6kbps and Telenor and Inmarsat plan to offer mobile packet data service for F33 in the future.

Telenor has also added 9.6kbps data and fax capability to its Fleet F77 service.

France Telecom introduces Opti-time pre-paid phone card

www.francetelecom-mobilesat.com
The third phone card in its range intended for use by seafarers for private calls, the Opti-time card charges calls at a fixed rate per minute and has per second billing. Depending on the time of day of the call and the Inmarsat system used, users can enjoy up to 150% extra time for the same money.

To buy more call time, seafarers can either order a new access code to be delivered to them by secure email (virtual card), or can keep a single card code and order a top-up by calling customer services.

Mission Introduces Combined Calling Card for Seafarers

www.missiontoseafarers.org
The Mission to Seafarer’s new calling card allows seafarers to make calls home both on shore using a landline and onboard the vessel via satellite. A special access code will allow the card to be used over the Xantic platform in both Burum and Perth Land earth Stations. The development makes it easier for seafarers to stay in touch with family and is probably the first such combined calling card.

The collaboration between Xantic and Millennium Communications, that provided the original land line calling card, was arrived at after a lot of technical research and negotiation by the Mission. The cards should now be available.

Marlink launches online management tool

www.marlinkonline.com
Marlink Online is a tool for customers to manage their communication accounts, and gives access to billing information, an analysis tool for viewing account usage, and access to new services.

Using the account, users can visit an Online Airtime Store where they can buy and re-load prepaid cards and scratch cards, reload SIM cards, set up credit card payment options, purchase equipment, and sign up for any of Marlink's other services. They can also manage calling card activation and deactivation and access codes.

As an introductory offer, the service is available for free sign-up by visiting the website, and a virtual CD-ROM can be ordered giving a virtual tour of the services on offer.

SECURITY

Purplefinder assists USCG  Marine Safety Office

www.purplefinder.com
Pole Star Space Application’s Purplefinder tracking service will be used by USCG to monitor carriers using the Miami area. The scheme uses Pole Star’s existing client base and the data is provided by the carriers on a purely voluntary basis. 

The system will be used to readily identify vessels with a “shared commitment” to security, and to focus resources on vessels with limited available information, or with a particular security risk. 

In order to pursue Maritime Domain Awareness, seen as central to security efforts, the USCG is attempting to maintain a real-time plot of vessels that have submitted the Notices of Arrival forms and / or participate in voluntary programs such as this one. The scheme will now be extended to include more regional operators.

Sailor Security System over Inmarsat & Iridium

www.sailor.dk
Sailor has developed a Ship Security Alert System (SSAS) to meet SOLAS requirements, available either as a dedicated Inmarsat Mini-C terminal, or an add-on to existing Iridium communication terminals.

The SAILOR H3000M SSA Mini-C system comprises a transceiver, antenna and 12-channel GPS receiver in one unit, and also provides traditional Inmarsat-C services such as e-mail, fax, telex etc. With the addition of a SSA Capsat Manager program installed on a PC, the ship can be polled for information from shore and its position tracked.

The SAILOR Iridium SSAS solution is an add-on feature for the SAILOR SC4000 Iridium system, which provides standard Iridium voice and data services. When an alert is generated, it is delivered as an email or SMS to another Iridium terminal, typically a search and rescue organization, and includes the position of the vessel. Optionally additional messages may be sent to, for example, the shipowner’s offices.

RiskWatch launches new version

www.riskwatch.com
RiskWatch has launched version 3.0 of its port security risk assessment solution. The new software meets new MTSA and ISPS code security requirements.

RiskWatch claims the software provides a complete security risk assessment solution for seaports based on U.S. and international maritime security regulations, meeting all requirements including the Maritime Transportation Security Act Final version, ISPS Code, and Coast Guard NVIC requirements.  

RiskWatch aims to quantify risks by analyzing the threat profile, evaluating the value of assets, recommending controls implementation, and conducting an electronic vulnerability assessment to uncover weaknesses in the current security program.

SOFTWARE

C-Map distributes Singapore ENCs

http://www.c-map.no
The Maritime Port Authority of Singapore (MPA) has signed an agreement with C-Map to improve distribution and availability of Singapore Electronic Navigational Charts (ENCs).

The MPA offers complete coverage of national waters in ENC format, and provides an update service. Due to the constantly shifting sandbanks affecting navigation in Singapore Waters, surveys are regularly carried out and the updates posted on a weekly basis.

MAPS crew manning new version

www.manpowersoftware.com
Manpower Software, a leading supplier of crew manning solutions to the cruise industry, has launched version 5.4 of its software including a new Payroll Administration module designed to simplify the complicated process of working out crew wages. The module keeps track of all crew payments, and the data can be exported to common payroll systems.

Other improvements include the ability to make automated travel requests, for organizing crew transfers and journeys home, and a more extensive travel itinerary database. Another new tool, the Re-assignment Wizard, allows administrators to temporarily place a person in a new position, for example to replace someone on leave.

BASS signs up B&N Nordsjöfrakt

www.bn.se ; www.bassnet.no
Swedish based B&N Nordsjöfrakt will install BASS SAFIR and Easyinfo on all 25 of its owned and managed vessels. SAFIR keeps track of all incident and inspection reports and replicates data between the ship and the office, while Easyinfo manages safety manuals, instructions and other documents distributed to the ship.

Secunda Order for ABS-NS e-Procurement

www.abs-ns.com
Nova Scotia-based Secunda Marine Services Limited will implement ABS NS eProcurement, which simplifies the sending of multiple Requests for Quotes (RFQs) from the office and directly from the vessels.

An addition to the Purchasing and Inventory module, the add-on allows automatic communication with established suppliers, through software installed at the vendor’s office. So far Secunda have completed 30 vendor installation with plans to double the number in the next month.

The system reduces administration through automatic processing of price data, and by allowing the purchasing and approval process to proceed directly from the vessel, cutting out work at the office. It also improves turn around times by speeding up the RFQ process.

Lagaay Integrates with ShipServ

www.lagaay.com
Lagaay International, a leading supplier of medicine and safety equipment to vessels, has integrated its purchasing system with ShipServ’s TradeNet. Through ShipCat, an electronic ship-specific catalogue, seafarers can keep track of the medical supplies onboard and order replacements through the TradeNet system.

Launch of ChartCo Plus

http://www.kelvinhughes.com
Kelvin Hughes and ChartCo have collaborated to launch the ChartCo Plus Service, that will provide on-line synchronisation of the charts and publications inventory between the ship and Kelvin Hughes' Outfit Management system.

The system ensures that any changes required to a vessel’s charts or publications are electronically transmitted to Kelvin Hughes for dispatch and inclusion to the Outfit

Management System. The service is only available to existing users of the Kelvin Hughes Outfit Management Service.

Marine Press of Canada to Supply P&O Charts

www.marinepress.com
All charts, publications and electronic charts for P&O Nedlloyd’s fleet of over 40 container vessels will now be supplied by Marine Press of Canada. P&O already use the Digitrace chart correction system from Marine Press onboard all their vessels, and will therefore now integrate all their chart information through the same supplier.

Recognition for Seagull

http://www.seagull.no
The Ship Security Officer computer-based onboard training package from Seagull has been given official recognition by the Maritime Port Authority of Singapore (MPA). 

The package includes three CBT courses and an SSO course workbook: Security Awareness (CBT #115); Ship Security Officer (CBT #121); Ship Security Officer Workbook; Automatic identification System (CBT #109). It can be used to train all crew members including the Ship Security Officer in accordance with forthcoming ISPS regulations.

