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Resurvey and ENCs for the Malacca Straits 

DECK HEAD

Plans are being submitted to the World Bank to loan money to resurvey and make electronic charts of a crucial section of the Malacca Straits, which should lead to big improvements in shipping 
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The governments of Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore are submitting a proposal to the World Bank to request a loan for a resurvey and production of electronic charts for the Malacca Straits between Indonesia and Malaysia, under the “Marine Electronic Highway” project. 

The project is being co-ordinated by the IMO, with Intertanko and the International Hydrographic Association also involved.

The initiative involves resurveying the water, issuing official electronic charts of the Malacca Straits and fitting vessels with chart display systems (ECDIS), as well as AIS and DGPS base stations along the coastlines. 

The initiative will also look at marine data flow and exchange for safety of navigation and marine pollution. 

The IMO is co-ordinating the scheme from its office in London, negotiating between the member governments and the world bank.

There is a budget of $12m, of which $11m is already committed. Intertanko is providing $3m (in terms of ECDIS systems fitted to 60 vessels owned by Intertanko members) and the World Bank will loan $5m-$6m if it approves the plans. The World Bank will only loan 50 per cent of the cost of any project. 

The World Bank will then recoup its loan through sales of electronic charts and other fees paid by users of the service. 

One of the main expenses is a resurvey of the Malacca Strait for electronic charts. The resurvey is very important because the ocean depth can change over time – there are shifting sandbanks and ship wrecks.

The electronic charts (ENCs) will be produced by hydrographic offices in Singapore, Malaysia and Indonesia. 

The International Hydrographic Office is overseeing the surveying requirements of the project. 

The area to be specifically resurveyed runs from Pulau Iyu Kecil to Horsburgh Lighthouse, a well known piracy hotspot and very dangerous navigation area, with so many VLCCs and large container ships going so close to each other. It is the main navigation route between Eastern Asia, including Japan and South Korea, and the West. 

The charts could also be used in the event of any oil spill to contain the oil; they would enable cleanup operators to work out more accurately how oil is likely to spread. 
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Intertanko

Intertanko has agreed that 60 of its member’s vessels will have the equipment onboard; with the cost of the equipment at $50,000 per installation this is considered as a $3m contribution to the project.

This commitment is being made directly by the shipowners, and is likely to be mainly in ECDIS systems fitted in new build vessels. 

“We’ve given a commitment to the IMO that 60 of our vessels that regularly go through the straits will have this equipment by Dec 2006,” says John Fawcett-Ellis of Intertanko Singapore.  

“From our perspective we’re very keen of course,” says Mr Fawcett-Ellis. “Anything which helps safety of navigation is a very good thing. We’re the only shipping association which has been supporting this. We think there’s every reason to support it.”

