FRONT PAGE NEWS

Teekay to trial Admiralty ECDIS service

Oil transportation giant Teekay Shipping has enrolled for sea trials of the Admiralty ECDIS service provided by the UK Hydrographic Office. 

The Admiralty ECDIS service allows shipping companies to use UKHO raster charts, automatically replaced by the official vector ENC charts when they become available.

All of the associated administration is handled automatically by software; the shipping company does not need to get involved in making sure the latest electronic chart is onboard and updated, or dealing with many different suppliers. 

Teekay says it is interested in trialling the Admiralty ECDIS service due to its ‘proactive safety culture.’

“Safety is our number one operational priority, “ says Teekay’s senior VP marine operations Captain Graham Westgarth. “ We are committed to protecting our personnel, equipment, cargo and the environment.”

“Teekay will have the opportunity to gain first hand experience of IMO-approved dual-fuel navigation and the feedback they provide will help UKHO fine tune the service ahead of the commercial launch,” says UKHO chief executive Dr Wyn Williams. 

The Admiralty ECDIS service is expected to launch in Spring 2004. 

SUBHEAD

Confidence in ECDIS

This is a strong vote of confidence in using official vector electronic charts and official type approved chart display systems (ECDIS), rather than private vector electronic charts, for ship navigation.

Many in the industry are getting impatient by the time that official hydrographic offices are taking to produce official vector electronic charts, deciding instead to use private vector electronic chart systems in combination with traditional paper charts.

Private companies, such as C-MAP, have been providing vector charts of the whole world for many years. C-MAP claims that the quality of its vector charts is comparable to the quality of vector charts produced by many official hydrographic offices; the company is ISO9002 certified and does a great deal of production work for hydrographic offices.

Photo attached: Caption “Using the Admiralty ECDIS service onboard Teekay’s European Spirit” 

