Satcoms

Columbia Shipmanagement to use Iridium 

www.iridium.com
Columbia Shipmanagement is fitting more than 100 ships with Iridium satellite terminals in a move to comply with SSAS carriage requirements and reduce ship communication costs. 
The decision to make the switch to Iridium on a fleet-wide basis was taken after a six-month sea trial.

According to Herbert Mikesch, manager for communication and electronics at Columbia, “We have decided to take advantage of this opportunity to bring our ships into compliance with the SSAS regulations, provide convenient crew calling facilities for our shipboard personnel and decrease monthly ship to shore communication expenses.”

“It also puts us in a position to be ready for long range tracking when it will be required in the future.”
MVS Group is supplying the Iridium and SSAS service along with Iridium equipment manufactured by Sky Connect. The equipment will be used for voice calls, e-mail and prepaid crew calling. 
Columbia will install an Iridium phone in its office telephone switchboard, so in can make office to ship calls without going through the public telephone network. 
Telenor discount holiday calling rates
www.telenor.com
Telenor will be offering worldwide reduced calling rates for seafarers, with extended super quiet time crew calling hours running from Christmas Eve until January 3rd 2005. 

Super Quiet Time (SQT) hours will run around-the-clock beginning 20:00 Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) Christmas Eve 2004 and running until 6:00 GMT January 3, 2005.

Calls during the SQT cost less than a dollar a minute for prepaid voice calls over Inmarsat-B, -M, Mini-M, and all Fleet services. 

US Coast Guard Approves  Ocean Alert SSAS
www.satamatics.com
Satamatics’ Ocean Alert SSAS has been approved by the US Coast Guard for use by US-flagged vessels as being in full compliance with the technological and operational requirements of its navigation and vessel inspection circulars and the ISPS code.

Sandy Lumsden, maritime solutions product manager at Satamatics Ltd comments, “We have worked closely with the US Coast Guard to understand their specific needs, and to ensure that all their requirements could be accommodated by our Ocean Alert technology.  
“The US Coast Guard’s approval of our ship security alert system will give additional confidence to the US maritime market.”

VHF communication solution from Transas

www.transas.com
Transas has completed the development of a new VHF communication system incorporating a radio-station remote control capability. 
It says this new communication solution is based on, and comprises, all the advantages of SP-Radio’s (Denmark) 4000 series transceivers, but is free from the drawbacks of other systems already in the market.
The setup consists generically of a Control Center and one or more Base Stations. The base stations can either be located at a distant site, or combined with the Control Centre. It says this system overcomes the inadequacies of a mobile ship station, achieving the advantages of installing a specified VHF system without the high costs.

The basic price of the equipment (2 base stations with 2 VHF radio stations and 2 operational consoles) is $22,000, excluding possible base station-control center communication channel maintenance and mounting and setup costs.
The system will enable users to carry on VHF negotiations from any operator’s desk using any of the radio stations connected to the system. They can also broadcast simultaneously from several radio stations for any operator (for example, to send meteorological-messages on several radio channels at the same time), and monitor any of the VHF radio-stations
The hardware can also be integrated with the VTS installation. Currently, a system has been installed at the VTS in Vysotsk, while installation works are also being carried out in Ust-Luga Port and the VTS Petrodvorets. Modernisation of the VHF Control Center at VTS Petrodvorets and VTS Astrakhan is in process, as well as work on further system development. 
Xantic supplies Petrobras with AMOS Connect, Fleet 77 and mini-M solution

 

Xantic has announced an exclusive three-year contract to supply Petrobras Transportes in Brazil, one of the world’s leading oil and gas companies, with a complete voice and data communication system for the entire Petrobras fleet. The installation will be completed by Spring 2005.
The agreement encompasses 43 Petrobras vessels using Xantic’s AMOS Connect messaging application and Xantic Fleet 77 airtime for data transfer via satellite. Additionally fifty vessels will use mini-M terminals for Voice and data communications, again with AMOS Connect software.

“In our deliberations surrounding a new communication system, we took into account the vital role data communication such as corporate and private email and file transfer for ship management applications now plays onboard vessels,” comments Mr. Rosinei Passos, IT Supervisor at Petrobras. “The combination of AMOS Connect and Xantic satellite communication in Fleet 77 is not only ideal for data transfer but is also very cost-effective. As a result, we can expect to see substantial savings on our use of this type of satellite communication.”
AMOS Connect will be physically connected to both Fleet and mini-M terminals. The Fleet terminals will be used as the main data communication system, with the mini-M terminals serving as backup. For voice communication, the mini-M terminals will be the main system using Xantic SIM Cards. 

Each vessel will have 35 email addresses, with all crew members having a private email address to stay in touch with their families. Petrobras will control the crew service via Xantic’s AMOS Connect Web Management system, which allows for control of all settings and system access.
Various Xantic tools will be used to administer the system. Traffic and Billing Explorer (TaB) is a billing system that means Petrobras can control the vessels’ communication costs. Xantic Firewall will be used to impose restrictions to the onboard Internet access, controlled by an onshore administrator. Xantic Easy Accelerator will reduce the costs of onboard web access via the compression and reduction of graphics and page contents.

Software

TESMA expands their use of ShipServ TradeNet to entire network

www.tesma.net
TESMA, a network of professional ship management companies, has decided to expand the use of ShipServ TradeNet to all its Technical Competence Centres in Denmark, Singapore, Estonia and India. TESMA’s network and fleet continues to expand and is expected to surpass 100 vessels in full technical management during 2005.  

Per Sennicksen, Director Business Development, TESMA Holding says, “We have tested and worked with ShipServ TradeNet since several years.  We have found their latest developments (StartSupplier) to solve the last connectivity issue, between us as ship manager and our many suppliers, to our satisfaction. Logically we take the step of a global rollout and trust our suppliers will support this effort.”
TESMA Denmark has been working with ShipServ TradeNet since 2001.  As an early endorser of e-commerce TESMA actively took part in the development of the first ShipServ TradeNet integrated solution with the ShipNet’s Advanced Purchasing System (SNAPS).   
TESMA is making their whole ship supply chain more efficient through a global centralisation of its purchasing platform featuring full synchronisation between ship and shore.  Connectivity with suppliers is an important aspect of this strategy aimed at increasing purchasing effectiveness and keeping costs under control. 
Paul Østergaard, CEO, ShipServ says, “TESMA’s decision to expand their use of ShipServ TradeNet underlines our strong appeal to the ship management community who see this as a key way to reduce and control costs for their ship owner customers. We now have seven major ship managers on TradeNet.”
ShipNet expands local presence worldwide

www.shipnet.com
ShipNet is embarking on an aggressive expansion strategy to establish and develop regional branch offices worldwide. Branch offices are subsidiaries of one of the three ShipNet companies (ShipNet AS, ShipNet USA, ShipNet Asia). The intention is to enable higher levels of proactive Account Management, Customer Support and the provision of local Consultancy Services.

The first two of these offices will be established in Athens and London. The branch office in Athens will be fully operational by the end of Q2 2005. In London, the office will be operational on Account Management during Q1 and fully operational by the end of 2005.

ShipNet will continue to evaluate and identify in what geographical areas additional branch offices can deliver the most value to the ongoing development of our customer base and existing customers’ utilisation of their ShipNet solutions.
PC Maritime Upgrades Engine Room CBT v3

www.pcmaritime.co.uk/comm
Three more modules have been added to PC Maritime’s engine room training software product which provides a combination of multimedia and simulator training on a wide variety of engine room plant and machinery. The new modules are Fuel Conditioning, Electric Power Plant and Marine Compressors

This means the latest Engine Room CBT package contains 22 individual training modules. Upgrade prices are £995 from V1 or £495 from V2.

PC Maritime has also improved its Turbo Diesel v3 simulator training software, which makes the user responsible for operating and maintaining a marine diesel engine. It now has a revised user interface, a new starting air auxiliary system, a new trend diagram for parameter deviations and the turbocharging system is now fully animated.

It can also be networked so that instructors can monitor students online. The package includes free instructor software for LAN installation and a framework for instructors to create their own lessons, with multiple choice questions linked to the simulated engine. The upgrade price from v1 or v2 is £495.
Unitor announces UniTrak cylinder safety and security system

www.unitor.com
Unitor is introducing a new system for tracking and tracing gas and refrigerant cylinders.  UniTrak is based on giving each cylinder a unique "fingerprint" comprised of an electronic barcode and serial number stamped on the shoulder of the cylinder.  The barcode is scanned each time a cylinder transaction takes place, making it possible to trace exactly what was delivered, by whom, when and where.

The tracking information is uploaded to a secure central server and can be accessed via a web browser. As well as improving cylinder safety through better monitoring, the system can be used as a management tool for reviewing order information by vessel, product and period, identifying individual cylinders and their contents and reviewing consumption per 

vessel.
Seagull CBT course for DNV's Container Express
www.seagull.no
Seagull has developed an onboard course for senior deck officers on container vessels that use DNV's Integrated Survey Program (ISP). The course consists of a CBT program covering the theoretical part of the course and practical exercises developed in conjunction with DNV. 

APL and APL Logistics named to Information Week's list of most innovative info technology users
www.apl.com
APL Ltd., the global container transportation unit of Singapore-based NOL Group, jointly with its sister company, APL Logistics, has made the top 100 of InformationWeek magazine's list of the 500 most innovative users of information technology, for the fourth consecutive year. APL remains the only ocean carrier ranked.
APL's Web site was also named recently by B2B magazine to its list of ‘Ten Great Web sites’.Cindy Stoddard, NOL's Chief Information Officer, says, "We constantly seek to innovate and break new ground in e-commerce in order to bring real business benefits to our customers." 
She noted that when APL first introduced an electronic bill of lading (BL), the master shipping document, back in 1996, the innovation was viewed with skepticism because of uncertainty about the banking industry's acceptance. But today, electronic bills-of-lading are a core product offered by a number of major ocean carriers, enabling exporters to receive faster payment for their goods.

Last month, APL introduced the latest in its growing portfolio of on-line customer-service capabilities:  Customizable Shipping Schedules. Another industry first, this powerful tool enables customers to access the company's worldwide vessel schedules, select multiple point-to-point services, and receive a single, customized report.  The company introduced this innovation to simplify the forward planning of shipments for its customers.   

Electronics

New Pricing for Euronav AIS
www.euronav.co.uk
Euronav has reduced the price of its AI3000 AIS, previously retailing for £680.00 ex VAT,  to £575.00 ex VAT. Euronav has been able to make the cost saving by improving

manufacturing techniques. The unit still uses twin receiver technology and remains housed in the same ‘sturdy, practical and attractive’ casing as before.
First Autochief C20 fitted to Man B&W ME engine
www.kongsberg.com
Hyundai Heavy Industries Engine and Machinery Division (HHI EMD), with co-operation from Kongsberg Maritime, has completed the 'shop test' of its first Man B&W ME engine with the first ever installed AutoChief C20, on a Sovcomflot vessel. The engine passed the test and will be mounted onboard the HHI new-building #1562 late this year.
The MAN B&W 6S70ME is an electronically controlled, enhanced version of the MC engines. Starting production in the 1980s, the MC engines have evolved to include bore sizes from 260 mm to 980 mm and are used to propel ships of all sizes. “The AutoChief systems have become a regular partner to the MC engines, so the C20 was the obvious choice for this highly advanced ME engine,” says the company.
Marine Computing adds Wireless Screen
www.marinecomputing.com

Marine Computing has recently added a wireless, rugged screen to its product range. The screen is £1349.00 inc. VAT which it says is about half the price of a dedicated high-brightness waterproof display.
The display is manufactured by Panasonic and can be used up to 300 feet away from the PC. Each screen has a magnesium alloy case, sealed port and connector covers and contains a built in stylus. The display is an SVGA high-bright, sunlight readable TFT active matrix colour LCD touch-screen. The Wireless display is portable and gives access to navigation software from anywhere on a vessel.
CNS Systems introduces AIS system
www.cns.se
CNS Systems has released the VDL 6000/FASS AIS. It includes one or two fixed AIS stations, each corresponding to a Physical Shore Station (PSS). An optional embedded controller offers functions such as the possibility to define specific data filter criteria and log data locally in the shore station. It is also possible to remotely configure the system to automatically generate AIS messages for virtual aids to navigation.

New NACOS INS series from SAM Electronics
www.sam-electronics.de
NACOS 5, a new series of functionally integrated navigation command systems featuring radar-controlled trackpilots together with latest state-of-the-art sensors, has been introduced by SAM Electronics. Comprising five basic models, the series marks a further stage in development of the established NACOS range of systems which it says presently account for 35% of world commercial newbuilding INS requirements and 70% of those for new-generation cruiseliners.

The system is designed for both standard and one-man bridge operation and incorporates new Radarpilot 1100 radar. The series features fully integrated radar and ECDIS operation with interactive on-screen high-resolution displays. Ancillary functions include those for conning, automatic speed control, voyage planning and centralised alarm management supported by fail-safe system redundancy.

Simrad launches ‘revolutionary’ SART
www.simrad.com
Simrad has announced the launch of a brand new Search and Rescue Transponder (SART), the SA50, which will be the smallest SART currently available, with a simple tubular shape and overall height of only 220mm.
All conventional SARTs use Lithium batteries, which are controlled by complex rules on transport by air, road or sea. By using innovative circuit design, the Simrad SA50 meets the operational requirements using a battery pack which is classified as non-hazardous. This means that the SART or replacement batteries can be shipped directly to the customer without any additional cost or paperwork, greatly reducing the cost of ownership.

Northrop Grumman supplies integrated bridge system for maritime training simulator in Egypt
www.sperry-marine.com
Northrop Grumman Corporation has received a contract from MPRI Ship Analytics International, a subsidiary of L-3 Communications,  to supply an integrated bridge system for a training simulator for the Arab Academy of Science, Technology and Maritime Transportation in Egypt.

The simulator, manufactured by Sperry Marine, will be used to train maritime students in navigation and ship handling using state-of-the-art integrated bridge system technology.  Sperry Marine is supplying a completely functional ship bridge, including radars, navigation stations, heading and speed sensors, autopilot, steering system and other components, including a multi-console Voyage Management System with ECDIS.

The Sperry Marine bridge equipment will be integrated by MPRI Ship Analytics into the training simulator, which will be delivered to Egypt by the end of 2004.

Northrop Grumman to supply world’s largest cruise ship with navigation and communications systems
Northrop Grumman has been chosen by Royal Caribbean International to supply the navigation and communication systems for the next-generation Ultra Voyager cruise ship, which will be built at Kvaerner Masa Yards in Finland. When completed in 2006, the Ultra Voyager will be the world’s largest cruise ship, roughly 15 percent larger than the five previous Voyager-class vessels.  The ship will carry up to 3,600 guests and 1,400 crew.
The Ultra Voyager installation will be based on the new-generation Sperry Marine Vision FT integrated bridge system. Vision FT features large, high-resolution flat-screen displays, convenient console layouts, ergonomic controls and new operating software.  

The bridge layout will be identical to those on other Royal Caribbean ships.  All displays and consoles will be arranged in a U-shaped configuration.  The systems can be controlled with trackball devices built into the pilot chairs’ armrests.  All critical components are duplicated, providing total redundancy and continuous safe operation in case of any failure or malfunction.

Sperry Marine supplied the integrated bridge systems for all of the previous Voyager-class and Radiance-class cruise ships, and has retrofitted the existing Royal Caribbean fleet of cruise ships, ensuring that all of the ships have standardized bridge installations.  Sperry Marine also provides extensive navigation training for the ships.
OSI awarded $1.6m UK Royal Navy contract
Offshore Systems International Ltd has won contracts from Lockheed Martin valued at approximately CDN$1.6 million for software upgrades and systems related to the Royal Navy’s deployment of OSI’s ECPINS-M, an electronic chart navigation system for military customers.
The largest of the two contracts is for software upgrades to enhance the Royal Navy’s electronic chart system software capabilities for submarine and surface navigation, adding functions which were options under the Royal Navy fleet contract announced in January 2004. In addition, OSI will supply new systems and software for the initial deployment of an AIS system for the Royal Navy..

OSI has also signed a subcontract agreement to supply ECPINS electronic navigation systems to the Portuguese Navy. The contract is valued at approximately CDN$700,000. OSI’s partner in Portugal and the prime contractor for the installation is SICOM -Sistemas de Comunições, Lda, of Lisbon, Portugal.
OSI first announced its selection by the Portuguese Navy in July, 2004. Under the terms of the final agreement, OSI will supply and install approximately 30 of its base-specification ECDIS systems, which will replace the paper charts currently being used by the Navy. The systems will help support the Navy’s environmental protection activities by significantly improving navigation safety and efficiency.

KONGSBERG LAUNCHES SIMPLIFIED VDR

Kongsberg Maritime has launched a Simplified Voyage Data Recorder (S-VDR) called the Maritime Black BoxR S (MBBRS), which is based on its full version Maritime Black Box (MBBR) VDR, installed on more than 200 vessels.

According to the company, the MBBRS provides a cost-effective solution to the mandatory VDR requirements, as well as a valuable tool to increasing onboard safety and

efficiency. An optional Replay & Evaluation Unit allows the system to be used as a training and assessment system,  with functionality for accident investigation, promotion of best practice, training support,  response assessment and assessment of competence.

The MBBRS is delivered as a kit which includes the four main modules, the Main Computer Unit (MCU), the Signal Connection Unit (SCU), the Uninterrupted Power Supply (UPS) and the Protective Storage Unit (PSU), installation materials and plug-in cables. External cables are available by specification for radar, gyro, speed log, GPS, microphones, VHF radio and AIS.

CAE to sell its Marine Controls unit to L-3 Communications for C$328 million

www.cae.com
L-3 Communications  Corporation  will buy CAE’s Marine Controls unit for approximately C$328 million, including C$276(US$225)  million  in  cash  and  the  assumption of C$52 (£23)million  of project finance debt. Marine Controls employs approximately 460 individuals worldwide,  primarily in Canada, the U.S., the U.K., Norway and India. The transaction is  expected to be completed prior to CAE's current fiscal year end, March 31, 2005.

CAE's  president  and chief executive officer, Robert E. Brown, says, “This  decision  marks  an important first step in our strategic  process  by  sharpening  CAE's  focus  on  its  core competency - the development and use of simulation and modeling technology  to  provide  training solutions. The sale of Marine Controls  will  significantly  improve  our  balance  sheet and provide greater flexibility to the company.”
Northeast Maritime Institute expands with Transas NT-Pro 4000 full mission simulator
www.transas.com
Northeast Maritime Institute (NMI) is to install a new Transas Navi-Trainer Professional 4000 full mission visual ship simulator. The system will allow NMI to significantly expand its course offering, with a primary class ‘A’ visual bridge, three interactive PC based bridges for interactive vessel scenarios, an instructor station, and a debriefing facility.

Eric Dawicki, President of NMI, comments, “Northeast Maritime Institute combines the very best of maritime tradition and history, with the very latest and very best marine technology available in the world. Navi-Trainer Professional 4000 offers the tools we need to achieve our training objectives, and Transas provides the type of professional service and support others simulator providers cannot.”

KVH wins best product award for seventh consecutive year
www.kvh.com
For the seventh year in a row, KVH Industries has won the best product awards from 

The National Marine Electronics Association (NMEA) in the satellite television and satellite telephone categories. The KVH TracVision* 4 was voted Best Satellite Television System for the fifth year, while the KVH Tracphone* 252 was named Best Satellite Communications Product for the third time. 
"We design our TracVision and Tracphone products to the highest standards to ensure that our customers, dealers, and distributors can always be confident that they are selecting the highest quality, best performing products in the marine satellite industry,” remarks Ian Palmer, KVH's executive vice president of satellite sales.

TracVision 4, a self-contained, 18-inch antenna system, uses KVH's integrated Digital Video Broadcast (DVBR) technology to provide automatic satellite acquisition and tracking of satellite TV services. Tracphone 252, a completely self-contained system, provides secure voice, fax, and data services to boats as small as 35 feet (10 m) via the Inmarsat mini-M service.












