Satcoms

Columbia Shipmanagement to use Iridium 

www.iridium.com
Columbia Shipmanagement is fitting more than 100 ships with Iridium satellite terminals to comply with SSAS carriage requirements and reduce ship communication costs. 

The decision to make the switch to Iridium on a fleet-wide basis was taken after a six-month sea trial.

According to Herbert Mikesch, manager for communication and electronics at Columbia, “We have decided to take advantage of this opportunity to bring our ships into compliance with the SSAS regulations, provide convenient crew calling facilities for our shipboard personnel and decrease monthly ship to shore communication expenses.”

“It puts us in a position to be ready for long range tracking when it will be required in the future.”

MVS Group is supplying the Iridium and SSAS service along with Iridium equipment manufactured by Sky Connect. The equipment will be used for voice calls, e-mail and prepaid crew calling. 

Columbia will install an Iridium phone in its office telephone switchboard, so in can make office to ship calls without going through the public telephone network. 

Telenor discount holiday calling rates

www.telenor.com
Telenor will be offering worldwide reduced calling rates for seafarers, with extended super quiet time crew calling hours running from Christmas Eve until January 3rd 2005. 

Super Quiet Time (SQT) hours will run around-the-clock beginning 20:00 Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) Christmas Eve 2004 and running until 6:00 GMT January 3, 2005.

Calls during the SQT cost under a dollar a minute for prepaid voice calls over Inmarsat-B, -M, Mini-M, and all Fleet services. 

US Coast Guard Approves Ocean Alert SSAS

www.satamatics.com
Satamatics’ Ocean Alert SSAS has been approved by the US Coast Guard for use by US-flagged vessels as being in full compliance with the technological and operational requirements of its navigation and vessel inspection circulars and the ISPS code.

Sandy Lumsden, maritime solutions product manager at Satamatics comments, “We have worked closely with the US Coast Guard to understand their specific needs. The US Coast Guard’s approval of our ship security alert system will give additional confidence to the US maritime market.”

Xantic supplies Petrobras with satcoms and e-mail
 

Xantic has announced an exclusive three-year contract to supply Petrobras Transportes in Brazil, one of the world’s leading oil and gas companies, with a complete voice and data communication system for the entire Petrobras fleet. 
The installation will be completed by Spring 2005 and covers 43 Petrobras vessels using Xantic’s AMOS Connect messaging application and Xantic Fleet 77 airtime for data transfer via satellite. 
Fifty vessels will also use mini-M terminals for Voice and data communications, again with AMOS Connect software.

“The combination of AMOS Connect and Xantic satellite communication in Fleet 77 is not only ideal for data transfer but is also very cost-effective,” says Rosinei Passos, IT supervisor at Petrobras.
Each vessel will have 35 email addresses, with all crew members having a private email address to stay in touch with their families. Petrobras will control the crew service via Xantic’s AMOS Connect Web Management system.

Petrobras will use Xantic’s Traffic and Billing Explorer (TaB) billing system to control the vessels’ communication costs. Xantic Firewall will be used to impose restrictions to the onboard Internet access, controlled by an onshore administrator. 
Software

TESMA expands use of ShipServ
www.tesma.net
TESMA, a network of ship management companies based in Denmark, is expanding its use of ShipServ TradeNet to its entire network in Denmark, Singapore, Estonia and India, 100 vessels in total. 

Per Sennicksen, director of business development with TESMA says, “We have tested and worked with ShipServ TradeNet for several years.  We have found their latest developments (StartSupplier) to solve the last connectivity issue, between us as ship manager and our many suppliers, to our satisfaction. 
“Logically we take the step of a global rollout and trust our suppliers will support this effort.”

TESMA participated in the development of the first ShipServ TradeNet integrated solution with the ShipNet’s Advanced Purchasing System (SNAPS), in 2001. 
TESMA is making their whole ship supply chain more efficient through a global centralisation of its purchasing platform featuring full synchronisation between ship and shore.  Connectivity with suppliers is an important aspect of this strategy aimed at increasing purchasing effectiveness and keeping costs under control. 

Paul Østergaard, CEO, ShipServ says, “TESMA’s decision to expand their use of ShipServ TradeNet underlines our strong appeal to the ship management community who see this as a key way to reduce and control costs for their ship owner customers. We now have seven major ship managers on TradeNet.”

ISF launches seafarer management software

http://www.itenergy.net

UK maritime software company IT Energy has launched a shipboard software package, Watchkeeper 2.0, to help shipboard staff check their hours worked is in compliance with ILO (International Labour Organisation) work hour limits. 

If there was a contravention to the working hours, seafarers can input comments saying why. The software costs GBP 150 per user. 

The software also produces the records of seafarers hours worked, as required by Port State Control around the world, and checks the hours are in compliance with other work hour regulations including STCW 95 and OPA 90.

The software is also available in a network version, so seafarers can input their working hours on different computers and view other people's working hours. 

Michael Papageorge from IT energy says that the system has already been purchased by "several hundred companies", with BP, in particular being a big user, with the system across their whole fleet. "BP tried to develop a system of their own then they heard about ours," he says. 

The system can be used to manage schedules onboard ships, based around each seafarer's role; seafarers can type in their role and download the schedule. 

ShipNet branch offices in Athens and London
www.shipnet.com
ShipNet is embarking on an expansion program, establishing branch offices worldwide, as subsidiaries of the three ShipNet companies ShipNet AS, ShipNet USA, ShipNet Asia. 
The intention is to enable higher levels of proactive Account Management, Customer Support and the provision of local Consultancy Services. The company says.
The first two of these offices will be established in Athens and London. The branch office in Athens will be fully operational by the end of Q2 2005. In London, the office will be operational on Account Management during Q1 and fully operational by the end of 2005.

PC Maritime Upgrades Engine Room CBT v3

www.pcmaritime.co.uk/comm
Three more modules have been added to PC Maritime’s engine room training software product –

Fuel Conditioning, Electric Power Plant and Marine Compressors.

The engine room training software provides a combination of multimedia and simulator training on a wide variety of engine room plant and machinery. This means the latest Engine Room CBT package contains 22 individual training modules. 
PC Maritime has also improved its Turbo Diesel v3 simulator training software, which trains the user for operating and maintaining a marine diesel engine. 
It now has a revised user interface, a new starting air auxiliary system, a new trend diagram for parameter deviations and the turbocharging system is now fully animated.

It can also be networked so that instructors can monitor students online. The package includes free instructor software for LAN installation and a framework for instructors to create their own lessons, with multiple choice questions linked to the simulated engine. 

Unitor announces UniTrak cylinder safety and security system

www.unitor.com
Maritime supplier Unitor is introducing a new system for tracking and tracing gas and refrigerant cylinders.  
UniTrak is based on giving each cylinder a unique "fingerprint" comprised of an electronic barcode and serial number stamped on the shoulder of the cylinder.  
The barcode is scanned each time a cylinder transaction takes place, making it possible to trace exactly what was delivered, by whom, when and where.

The tracking information is uploaded to a secure central server and can be accessed via a web browser. As well as improving cylinder safety through better monitoring, the system can be used as a management tool for reviewing order information by vessel, product and period, identifying individual cylinders and their contents and reviewing consumption per vessel.

Seagull CBT course for DNV's Container Express

www.seagull.no
Seagull has developed an onboard course for senior deck officers on container vessels that use DNV's Integrated Survey Program (ISP). The course consists of a CBT program covering the theoretical part of the course and practical exercises developed in conjunction with DNV. 

APL named top 100 innovative user of IT
www.apl.com
APL Ltd., the global container transportation unit of Singapore-based NOL Group, jointly with its sister company, APL Logistics, has made the top 100 of InformationWeek magazine's list of the 500 most innovative users of information technology, for the fourth consecutive year, the only shipping line to be ranked.
APL's Web site was also named recently by B2B magazine to its list of ‘Ten Great Web sites’.
Ship Navigation
Color Line uses ENCs on all vessels

http://www.colorline.com

Color Line of Norway is planning to remove paper charts from all 10 of its vessels, relying totally on electronic charts, Primar Stavanger reports. 

Color Line has been gradually installing ECDIS and ENCs on its vessels over the past few years.

“Since the coverage of electronic charts approved by both flag states and the IMO is available, it’s a matter of course for us to use ENCs on type-approved navigation systems to improve navigational safety and efficiency,” says Color Line superintendent Alfred Stensønes. 

Mr Stensønes says he believes that electronic charts boost safety of navigation, since they represent the highest quality and accuracy available in the market. However he stresses that captains and navigators must be properly trained and familiarised with the systems before paper charts are removed. 

Primar Stavanger and IC-ENC make friends

http://www.primar-stavanger.com

Efforts are underway between electronic chart distribution organizations Primar Stavanger and IC-ENC to repair their tortured relationship, making it easier for vessels to use charts sourced through both Primar Stavanger and IC-ENC on the same vessel. 

The chief executive of the Norwegian Hydrographic Office, Frode Klepsvik, the head of the UK Hydrographic Office, Dr Wyn Williams, and the president of the International Hydrographic Bureau, VAdm Alexandros Maratos, signed a letter of intent, saying it would mean “users of ENC data from both RENCs will for the first time have access to a variety of seamless and reliable ENC services.”

“It is an important step forward for digital charting and exactly the kind of collaboration which will not only provide a platform for real progress and development but it will also provide the mariner with choice, and accessible, seamless services for official navigational data,” said VAdm Alexandros Maratos. 

“We live in a digital age where people can get in their cars and satellite navigation systems will not only plot a route but provide real-time information on how to avoid traffic jams, said Dr Williams, operator of IC-ENC and chief executive of UKHO.  
“It’s absurd to expect those same drivers to then board their ship and unroll paper charts.” 

“The benefits that technology can bring to navigation are considerable and it is imperative that IC-ENC and PRIMAR-Stavanger lead the way in providing choice and solutions to the teething problems that digital navigation has been experiencing.” Dr Williams said.
“Both RENCs have been looking for some time at finding ways to improve services and promote development in this field”, said Frode Klepsvik. 

“The two RENCs working in cooperation is an excellent leap forward, which, in line with the WEND principles as articulated by the IHO, will ensure cohesive, accessible services for the mariner.”

In its newsletter, Primar Stavanger said that the discussion was about encrypting ENCs in the S63 format, the encryption system used and developed by Primar but now become an IHO standard. 

If both Primar Stavanger and IC-ENC are sending out charts in the same format, this should be easier for the shipboard ECDIS system to understand.

“The two RENCs will work with everyone involved in the IHO S63 standard to ensure wide and rapid take-up of this data protection scheme as well as the delivery of integrated, user-friendly navigation services to mariners. They will soon start delivering additional services to support these initiatives,” Primar Stavanger said. 

Some of the Primar Stavanger distributors will be allowed to encrypt raw ENC data themselves into S-63 format and generate permit files. 

This means that the encryption keys and authorization to use ENCs can be supplied by the chart distributor rather than the hydrographic office.

To date many hydrographic offices had insisted that they have complete control over the distribution, at the expense of ease of use of the chart files onboard ships; most chart suppliers have more incentive and expertise than hydrographic offices do to make sure the systems work well onboard. 

Primar Stavanger is planning to set up a joint discussion forum for the two RENCs so that important technical information can easily be shared between them. The two sides are also planning to exchange information when testing validation software, as well as the details they enter into their individual error databases.

In a separate development, IC-ENC attended the second meeting of the S63 eXtended working group, hosted by the International Hydrographic Bureau, which aims to make ENCs work better onboard ship, finding better ways to package them together and improve the encryption system. 

A new industry standard for “ECDIS passport” has been developed: this is a data file any shipboard ECDIS system can generate, which provides information about the ECDIS owner, so the chart supplier can make sure they get the right data and they do not give data to someone not authorized to receive it / not paying for it. 
Shipboard electronics

Northrop systems for world’s largest cruise ship

www.sperry-marine.com
PICTURE

Northrop Grumman (Sperry Marine) has been chosen by Royal Caribbean International to supply the navigation and communication systems for the next-generation Ultra Voyager cruise ship, which will be built at Kvaerner Masa Yards in Finland. 

When completed in 2006, the Ultra Voyager will be the world’s largest cruise ship, roughly 15 percent larger than the five previous Voyager-class vessels.  The ship will carry up to 3,600 guests and 1,400 crew.

The Ultra Voyager installation will be based on the new-generation Sperry Marine Vision FT integrated bridge system, with large, high-resolution flat-screen displays, convenient console layouts, ergonomic controls and new operating software.  

The bridge layout will be identical to those on other Royal Caribbean ships.  All displays and consoles will be arranged in a U-shaped configuration.  The systems can be controlled with trackball devices built into the pilot chairs’ armrests.  All critical components are duplicated, providing total redundancy and continuous safe operation in case of any failure or malfunction.

Sperry Marine supplied the integrated bridge systems for all of the previous Voyager-class and Radiance-class cruise ships, and has retrofitted the existing Royal Caribbean fleet of cruise ships, ensuring that all of the ships have standardized bridge installations.  Sperry Marine also provides extensive navigation training for the ships.

New Pricing for Euronav AIS

www.euronav.co.uk
Euronav has reduced the price of its AI3000 receive only AIS, previously retailing for £680.00 ex VAT, to £575.00. 
Euronav has been able to make the cost saving by improving manufacturing techniques, it says.  The unit is housed in the same ‘sturdy, practical and attractive’ casing as before.

First Autochief C20 fitted to Man B&W ME engine

www.kongsberg.com
Photo: Autochief – Hyundai

Caption: The Kongsberg Autochief engine control system talks to a Man B&W electronic engine

Hyundai Heavy Industries Engine and Machinery Division (HHI EMD), with co-operation from Kongsberg Maritime, has completed the 'shop test' of its first Man B&W ME (electronic) engine with the first ever installed AutoChief C20, on a Sovcomflot vessel. 
Kongsberg reports that the engine passed the test and will be mounted onboard the HHI new-building late this year.

Marine Computing adds Wireless Screen

www.marinecomputing.com
IMAGE – marine computing MCI wireless screen

CAPTION The Marine Computing wireless shipboard screen


Marine Computing has recently added a wireless, rugged screen to its product range. The screen is £1349.00 inc. VAT which it says is about half the price of a dedicated high-brightness waterproof display.
The display is manufactured by Panasonic and can be used up to 300 feet away from the PC. Each screen has a magnesium alloy case, sealed port and connector covers and contains a built in stylus. 
The display is an SVGA high-bright, sunlight readable TFT active matrix colour LCD touch-screen. The Wireless display is portable and gives access to navigation software from anywhere on a vessel.

Lloyds Register fuel cell research

http://www.lr.org
Lloyd's Register has a number of projects to explore the use of fuel cells onboard ships to replace shipboard power sources. 

Fuel cells generate electricity onboard from the reaction between hydrogen and oxygen. Oxygen comes from the air but hydrogen is more tricky - it’s not practical to store hydrogen onboard the ship so there needs to be a way to make it out of the ship fuel. 

Other problems are doing something about the salt in the air going into fuel cells, and the rocking of the ship, also doing something about the long start-up times. 

The European Commission recently funded a two year project exploring fuel cell technology for ships. 

Northrup supplies bridge for Egypt simulator 
www.sperry-marine.com
Northrop Grumman Corporation (Sperry Marine) has received a contract from MPRI Ship Analytics International to supply an integrated bridge system for a training simulator for the Arab Academy of Science, Technology and Maritime Transportation in Egypt.

The simulator, manufactured by Sperry Marine, will be used to train maritime students in navigation and ship handling using state-of-the-art integrated bridge system technology.  The Sperry Marine bridge equipment will be integrated by MPRI Ship Analytics into the training simulator, which will be delivered to Egypt by the end of 2004.

OSI awarded $1.6m UK Royal Navy contract

www.osl.com
Offshore Systems International has won contracts from Lockheed Martin valued at approximately CDN$1.6 million (US$1.35) for software upgrades and systems related to the UK Royal Navy’s deployment of OSI’s ECPINS-M, its electronic chart navigation system for military customers.

The largest of the two contracts is for software upgrades to enhance the Royal Navy’s electronic chart system software capabilities for submarine and surface navigation, adding functions which were options under the Royal Navy fleet contract announced in January 2004. 
In the other contract, OSI will supply new systems and software for the initial deployment of an AIS system for the Royal Navy..

OSI has also signed a subcontract agreement to supply ECPINS electronic navigation systems to the Portuguese Navy. 
The contract is valued at approximately CDN$700,000. OSI’s partner in Portugal and the prime contractor for the installation is SICOM -Sistemas de Comunições, Lda, of Lisbon, Portugal.

OSI first announced its selection by the Portuguese Navy in July, 2004. Under the terms of the final agreement, OSI will supply and install approximately 30 of its base-specification ECDIS systems, which will replace the paper charts currently being used by the Navy. The systems will help support the Navy’s environmental protection activities by significantly improving navigation safety and efficiency.

Kongsberg launches simplified VDR 
Image: Kongsberg simplified VDR
Caption “The Kongsberg simplified voyage data recorder”

Kongsberg Maritime has launched a Simplified Voyage Data Recorder (S-VDR) called the Maritime Black Box RS (MBBRS), which is based on its full version Maritime Black Box (MBBR) VDR, installed on more than 200 vessels.

An optional Replay and Evaluation Unit allows the system to be used as a training and assessment system,  with functionality for accident investigation, promotion of best practice, training support,  response assessment and assessment of competence.

The MBBRS is delivered as a kit which includes the four main modules, the Main Computer Unit (MCU), the Signal Connection Unit (SCU), the Uninterrupted Power Supply (UPS) and the Protective Storage Unit (PSU), installation materials and plug-in cables. External cables are available by specification for radar, gyro, speed log, GPS, microphones, VHF radio and AIS.

CAE sells Marine Controls unit to L-3 

www.cae.com
L-3 Communications Corporation has announced a deal to buy CAE’s Marine Controls unit for approximately C$328 million (US$279m), including C$276(US$225)  million  in  cash  and  the  assumption of C$52 (£23)million  of project finance debt. 
Marine Controls employs approximately 460 individuals worldwide, primarily in Canada, the U.S., the U.K., Norway and India. The transaction is expected to be completed prior to CAE's current fiscal year end, March 31, 2005.

CAE has jettisoned the maritime controls unit in a bid to focus on its core competency, which, it says, is simulation systems for training.

Northeast Maritime Institute installs Transas simulator
www.transas.com
Northeast Maritime Institute (NMI) is to install a new Transas Navi-Trainer Professional 4000 full mission visual ship simulator. 
The system will allow NMI to significantly expand its course offering, with a primary class ‘A’ visual bridge, three interactive PC based bridges for interactive vessel scenarios, an instructor station, and a debriefing facility.

KVH wins best satellite TV and phoneaward
www.kvh.com
For the seventh year in a row, KVH Industries has won the best product awards from 

The National Marine Electronics Association (NMEA) in the satellite television and satellite telephone categories. 
The KVH TracVision 4 was voted Best Satellite Television System for the fifth year, while the KVH Tracphone 252 (mini-M) was named Best Satellite Communications Product for the third time. 

