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This piece has sections about different companies, under the main categories ship-shore communications, vessel operations and software.
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Sci-fi at SMM
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A variety of marine electronics will be on display at Hamburg Shipbuilding, Machinery and Marine Technology exhibition

BODY

SMM2000, the 19th Shipbuilding, Machinery and Marine Technology trade fair to be held at the Hamburg Exhibition Centre September 26-30, will have a great deal of innovative marine electrical products on display. 

SMM is one of the largest shipbuilding and shipping exhibitions in the world, expecting over 36,000 trade visitors this year. Further information about SMM is available on the website, www.hamburg-messe.de/smm
Ship-shore communications

Globe Wireless

www.globewireless.com
Globe Wireless will launch a new release of Globe Communications Centre, its onboard communications system for sending e-mail, fax, telex and data files through radio, satellite or other communications networks. 

The Centre can now be connected into a shipboard local area network, allowing different crewmembers to have their own e-mail addresses and send messages from their own PCs, rather than sharing an e-mail address from a single computer. However, the captain is still able to monitor incoming and outgoing mail.

The system can interface with most onboard shipmanagement software, including SpecTec, Danaos and ABS, through internet e-mail standards MAPI, SMTP and POP3. It can also connect to all standard e-mail software including Outlook, Eudora, Netscape and cc: Mail.  

It is also possible for vessels to install a public computer kiosk for all crew to use for personal e-mail, connecting into the Globe Communications Centre. The kiosk offers privacy and security for each user, with individual password protection. Communications charges for the personal e-mail can be billed directly to the crewmember. 

GN Comtext

www.gncomext.com
Maritime communications company GN Comtext has expanded its product portfolio, following the partnership arrangement with Inmarsat land earth station operator Stratos announced in June this year. It will present its graphical fax service and a range of e-mail communication systems. It also now offers voice and real-time messaging. 

GN Comtext aims to offer a one-stop-shop for customers for all their communications needs, including software and network services. It takes responsibility for message delivery for start to finish; this end-to-end service also leads to simplified billing and customer support. 

Station 12
www.station12.com
Lousy photo in web file (too dark). 

Station 12 will exhibit the following range of satellite communications services, now available following the merger of the satellite operations of Station 12 parent KPN and Australian LESO Telstra.

The WebLink service provides access to the internet and internet e-mail from onboard vessels. 

PhoneConnect is an online click and call service, enabling fleet managers to set up a telephone call to vessels by clicking an icon on the Station 12 website. 

TelexConnect is a shore to ship telex service, sending messages via Station 12's telex centre.

mini-M pre-paid is a service for managing crew calling. Crewmembers pay for their telephone calls using prepaid cards, so shipmanagers are saved the headache of collecting money for them after the calls are made. There are no contracts, credit checks, monthly subscription fees or bills. 

DeTeSat 
www.detesat.de
German Inmarsat LESO (land earth station operator) DeTeSat will exhibit its T-SkyNet SkyHub service for sending e-mails through the DeTeSat land earth station, launched in August 2000. 

The data communication has compression, automatic error correction and can continue transmission where it left off if the communication link is broken. The company claims that reductions in data communication costs of up to 60 per cent are possible through this system. The operation, DeTeSat claims, is very simple and based on standard e-mail software such as Microsoft Outlook. The installation can be performed by the customer.

DeTeSat will also launch a system to send SMS (short message system) messages through Inmarsat-C to terrestrial mobile telephones. This service is expected to be particularly attractive to crewmembers, who can use it to communicate with friends and family worldwide at relatively low cost. 

Sea Tel Europe 

www.seatel.com
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Caption: "Catching the signals with SeaTel"

Satellite terminals company Sea Tel will exhibit TVRO (television receive only) and Tx/Tx (transmit and receive) maritime communications systems. 

It will exhibit its Model 4894 and model 9797 transmit and receive systems. The 4894 is one of its most popular digital broadcast satellite antennas. The 9797 is an unlimited azimuth transmit and receive system which can be used for either C or Ku-band (VSAT) applications. 

SeaTel produces dishes, which range from 13 inches to 13 feet, utilising L-band, C-band, X-band, Ku-band and Ka-band radio communications. It claims that its marine stabilised pedestal, which rocks on 3 different axis, allows the unit to continue to receive and transmit in the harshest weather conditions. 

KVH  

www.kvh.com
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Caption: The KVH GyroTrac

Satellite terminals company KVH will exhibit its digital satellite antenna TracVision G4 and its Tracphone 25 and Tracphone 50 telephones for Inmarsat mini-M. Also on show is the GyroTrac Compass for vessels.

Vessel operations 

C-Map
www.c-map.no
Norwegian electronic charts company C-MAP will exhibit its S57 Edition 3 database of charts. The database includes a great deal of additional functionality other than chart data, including data on navigation aids and tides. C-MAP has developed a system for electronic charts to be downloaded on demand to vessels, over the internet and Inmarsat link. 

The company is currently working to increase the number of national hydrographic offices it works with, to increase the range of charts available over the system. It signed a contract with the Norwegian Hydrographic Service, which has plans to produce "modern" sea charts of the Norwegian coast by 2006. C-MAP will be able to use data from the Norwegian Hydrographic Office databases; it will also use S57 Edition 3 data and ENC S57 data.

C-MAP also recently signed a contract with the South African Navy Hydrographic Department, enabling it to produce and sell digital nautical charts based on the South African paper charts. This is the first agreement of its type which the department has made with a commercial company. 

Equilinx 
www.equilinx.com
Maritime e-procurement company Equilinx will have its internet online marketplace on display, for buying and selling ship repair and replacement parts, equipment and services.

The system includes a great deal of functionality to support the transaction, including contract purchases and request for quote dialogue. Equilinx claims that the system is easy to integrate into shipping company's existing purchase and order processing systems. 

Unique among maritime e-procurement companies, most of the staff at Equilinx are ex-mariners, including chief engineers, port engineers, captains, ship operations specialists and purchasing agents. Equilinx also employs a number of seasoned business managers and experts in e-commerce. 

Kockums Computer Systems
www.kockums.se
Kockums Computer Systems will exhibit its work to develop, design, construct and provide support to submarines. Recent developments include the Collins class for the Royal Australian Navy, the Gotland class for the Royal Swedish Navy and the Stirling Air Independent Propulsion System. Kockums will exhibit models of the submarines, as well as mine countermeasure systems. 

Kongsberg Maritime  
www.kongsberg-maritime.no
Kongsberg Maritime will exhibit its Norcontrol and Simrad products, including a complete Integrated Ship Control System. This includes an Integrated Bridge System (IBS), a Dynamic Positioning (DP) System and an Engine/Automation system.

Kongsberg will also exhibit a ship handling simulator, a cargo/ballast control system, hydrographic equipment and yachting equipment.  

Kongsberg Maritime accounts for 60 per cent of business activities within Kongsberg Gruppen, a Norwegian technology company with 3,400 employees. Its main markets are shipping, offshore, hydrography, naval defence, fisheries, yachting, maritime training/simulation and vessel traffic systems. 

Litton Marine

www.litton-marine.com
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Caption: The Litton Voyage Data Recorder, the Litton flat screen radar

(maybe only use one of these, see how it goes)

Litton Marine will show a full range of products on display, including the following:

· The Voyage Data Recorder meeting IMO specifications

· Night vision systems, including image intensification and infrared systems

· Complete Integrated Bridge System (IBS) with ECDIS

· ISIS 2500 machine control and condition monitoring system

· New PC-based ECDIS software -- ChartMaster ECDIS

· Fully IMO type approved BridgeMaster E flatscreen radars

· New autopilot and steering control system -- SMM will be the first unveiling for this product

· Full array of magnetic compasses, gyrocompasses, speed logs. pilots, repeaters and GPS 
McMurdo and Pains-Wessex
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www.pwss.com
McMurdo and Pains-Wessex will exhibit its G4 406 EPIRB (emergency position indicating rescue beacon) with integral GPS. The unit has a 12 channel GPS receiver. It will also exhibit the McMurdo R1 and R2 VHF radios, a range of lifejacket and lifebuoy lights and a range of distress signals and smokes. 

Radio Holland Marine

www.saitrh.com
Radio Holland Marine will present a range of different maritime electronic equipment, also showing how the units can be networked together. It will also explain the global service concept of the company, with its international shore-based maintenance co-ordination program. 

The company will exhibit its Compact Control Centre (C3 bridge), developed in co-operation with SAIT Marine (Antwerp). The bridge is designed to allow for unobstructed lookout through the window, whilst handling internal and external vessel communications, monitoring of all systems on the vessel, control of vessel speed and course and presentation of navigational information. The system also allows for easy configuration and connection to ship's computer networks.

Radio Holland comments that it is experiencing a growing demand for compact integrated bridge consoles, particularly from vessels with only a limited amount of space available on the bridge. 

SAIT Marine is responsible for building the consoles and electronics for the C3. It also incorporates electronics from Furuno, Transas, SP Radio, C.Plath, Chartworx, Praxis Automation and Jotron. Each console is built to specific customer requirements. 

The unit features the Datamation conning display, which displays vessel speed and course, along with wind and GPS data, on one screen. 
The company will exhibit its Maritime IT Network Design (MIND) service, in co-operation with consultants Leones IT, to set up computer networks onboard vessels. The networks can be used for a number of different applications, including word processing, spreadsheet and database programs, fax, e-mail, intranet, internet and video conferencing.

The networks can be connected into nautical instruments built to NMEA (National Marine Electronics Association) standards. They can also connect into satellite, GSM and radio communication systems, enabling remote monitoring of vessels. 

STN Atlas
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Caption "The STN Atlas Ship Control Centre"

www.stn-atlas.de
STN Atlas Marine Electronics will exhibit a new series of NACOS navigation command systems at SMM, incorporating Atlas Radarpilot 1000 radars. 

It will exhibit a new coastal shipping version of its Ship Control Centre (SCC), designed for small vessels. The unit combines and automates all main bridge equipment operating functions, including navigation, communications, engine control and alarm monitoring. It includes Atlas 12-inch radars, a Geamar integrated monitoring and control system and a series of flat screen displays. 

STN Atlas will exhibit the Debeg 3250 Inmarsat-B system, which incorporates, it says, the world's smallest and lightest antenna, which is capable of halving standard Inmarsat charges. It will be exhibited together with the Debeg 6322 VHF radio telephone. 

The company will exhibit Dolphin, a podded propulsion unit developed with LIPS BV of the Netherlands and LDW of Bremen. Hydrographic survey equipment will also be on display. 

Transas
www.transas.com
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Caption "The Transas bridge simulator": high priority photograph 

The main focus on the Transas stand will be a virtual bridge network system, based on Transas’ full mission shiphandling simulator, Navi-Trainer Professional. An integrated network of workstations featuring Transas products, such as the Navi-Sailor 2400 ECDIS, Navi-Harbour VTMS (vessel traffic management system) will be on display.

Transas will exhibit a full spectrum of simulators including the navigational simulator, Navi-Trainer Expert, the TGS 4000 GMDSS simulator, Engine Room and Liquid Cargo Handling Simulators, to illustrate how a single, interactive system can be created.  

To demonstrate the classroom or CBT type applications of Transas software, stand alone versions of the simulator, navigational systems and VTMS will be displayed at various workstations. These can be configured in a variety of different ways to meet a broad range of educational and training requirements.

Software

AVECS 

www.avecs.de
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Caption "Managing ISM documentation onboard using AVECS"

German software company AVECS will demonstrate its software to help vessels comply with the International Safety Management (ISM) code. The software has 1200 installations, onboard 500 vessels. AVECS claims that up to 80 per cent cost savings can be achieved by using the system compared to traditional paper safety management systems. The software is certified by Germanischer Lloyd, Lloyd’s Register and Det Norske Veritas. 
AVECS has a number of different products, including NAVECS (Nautical Audio Visual Emergency Control System), TiTAN (maintenance management system), QDMS (Quality Document Management System), AIDA (Audit and Inspection Database Application), Crew Master (Crew Management System), Cargo Commander (cargo mapping and planning system) and a Voyage Data Recorder. 

Barber Software Solutions

www.itbass.com
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Caption: Managing communications using Bass EasyInfo

Barber Software Solutions, subsidiary of shipmanagement company Barber International, will demonstrate its range of onboard and office applications during SMM. 

SeaBASS is a vessel management system, including operational management, crew and payroll administration and fleet management. It runs both onboard vessels and in the office, sharing data between the two applications via Inmarsat communication. 

The software is built in modules, so it can be built up as required. All of the modules have a similar interface, to make it easier to learn how to use the systems. 

BASS will exhibit BASSOffice, a suite of office applications, including accounting, vessel operational management, crew and payroll administration, purchasing and fleet management. 

A further product is BASS EasyInfo, an intranet/internet vessel operational management system which runs on the vessel, communicating data with terrestrial networks. It includes operational and document management, messaging facilities and scheduling. The system includes form templates, vessel references, with possibilities for news updates and data replication from land. 

SUBHEAD

MarineSoft
www.marinesoft.de
German software company MarineSoft will exhibit its range of information technology products for the maritime industry. 

BULLET LIST

· MSMarine Training provides project management for maritime training centres, including equipment and courseware

· MS Marine Language is for computer-based training of technical knowledge and marine English including the Standard Marine Communication Phrases

· MS Machinery Space Simulator is for simulation based training according to STCW 95, including multimedia training and computer-based simulation

· MS Marine Logistics is a software system for ship administration and maintenance, running both onboard and in the office. 

Star Information Systems 
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Caption: The IPS StarBoard system

www.sisys.com
Norwegian maritime software company Star Information Systems (SIS) will exhibit its integrated ship and fleet management system, first demonstrated at the Posidonia exhibition in June. The software includes modules for accounting, purchasing, operation and maintenance, material support, crew management, quality assurance, document handling, event and non-conformity handling and insurance. 

Information about an entire fleet can be gathered together in one database, enabling staff to manage, monitor and control safety, technical and economic ship and fleet information. Companies using the system include Alcoa Steamship Co., Barber International, Odfjell ASA, Ocean Rig, V-Ships, Wilh. Wilhelmsen Lines, Norwegian Gas Carriers and Walleniusrederierna AB.

