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Do seafarers need phone boxes 

It might not be immediately obvious, but the use of technology in the maritime

industry is beginning to gather momentum.

Technologies such as electronic charts, eprocurement,

There are so many
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2 months after Inmarsat launched its Fleet service, there is plenty of talk

about how it might be used.

MAIN HEAD

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Who wants technology in shipping?

Maintaining security and safety in the shipping industry is hard because there is no overwhelmingly powerful body to supervise everything.

No country in the world has the power to keep coffin ships away from their coastlines. With only 50,000 large ships, nobody knows where they all are.

The cultures are tough to crack. Many shipping companies still see the media as a threat and restrict the flow of information about their activities, from the ship to shore and from the shipping company at large, as much as they possibly can.

Shipping is a slave to the power of the dollar; there have been safety legislation and union moves which have worked against the power of the dollar, but its been very hard work.

The beautiful thing is, the power of the dollar can work in different

directions.

The amount of business entrepreneurship going on in the fields of maritime

technology is absolutely staggering.

There are plenty of cynics but at Digital Ship we do believe that  technological

development in the maritime industry is moving at a powerful pace.

The e-procurement companies are signing up customers. New ship-shore

communications services are opening up new doors. The production of official

electronic navigational charts is heating up. Even seafarers are gradually being

provided with communications facilities onboard.

It is a long hard slog. But at the same time, nobody wants to put in systems

which don't work. The standards of technology we have become accustomed to in

the office, with computers crashing all the time, is not really suitable onboard

a ship.

Persuading shipowners, with 99 per cent of their attention on freight rates, to

buy anything new is hard. There are lots of technical problems to be ironed out

and different commercial interests to reconcile. People need to be trained to

use the systems.

Bits move easier than boots, said Ingvar Ahlqivst, check sp, monitoring systems

architect with ship power supplier Wartsila. Its much easier if engines can be

fixed remotely, rather than having to get an engineer onboard the ship.

The new Inmarsat communication services, Fleet, do make it easier for short term

communications to be made.

Whilst no-one has yet come up with a single killer application good enough to

convince shipowners to change their Inmarsat Bs for Fs, there are plenty of

great ideas and they all add up to a convincing case.

Inmarsat Fleet's packet data service makes it more cost effective to send small

packets of data (under 100K) than under Inmarsat B, where messages are typically

batched and sent once a day.

The vessel has an "always on" connection, which can be used to integrate the

ship with the shore much easier and cheaper than previously.

In computer based training applications, the student can be closely connected to

the instructor and work more closely together. With engine monitoring, the

systems can work together much more closely.

We fully accept that many of our readers will have seen a great deal more than

the editors of Digital Ship and have a lot more experience and knowledge.

Having said that, Fleet is still waiting for its killer application.

It is likely that for newbuilds, Fleet will be seen as the most likely choice of

communications equipment, because it does everything that an Inmarsat B does and

more, at a cost which is promised to be no more expensive, and expected to be a

lot cheaper than current services.

It is quite unlikely that shippin
