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Headline news 566, 1

Primar restructures

http://www.primar.org

Primar, the official European electronic navigation chart co-ordinating centre, is undergoing a restructuring.

Instead of one co-ordinating centre in Europe, the UK Hydrographic Office and Norwegian Hydrographic Office will each operate their own electronic chart co-ordinating centres. 

Primar will be renamed Primar Stavanger and operate as the Norwegian Hydrographic Office electronic chart co-ordinating centre. 

"Although the single RENC structure of Primar was desirable, their different technical and financial requirements for the distribution of ENCs [between the UK Hydrographic Office (UKHO) and the Norwegian Mapping Authority (NMA] meant that this was not a practical way forward at this time," diplomatically explains Asbjørn Kyrkjeeide, general manager of Primar.  

The NHS RENC service will start 1 April and the UKHO RENC service will start 1 July 2002.  However, for the convenience of distributors and end users, the service currently provided by Primar will continue until 1 July 2002.

"The two organisations continue to work closely together to ensure safety at sea and ensure the end users are not harmed in any way," says Rune Holst Johnsen, marketing manager of Primar. 

===

IMO shipping security measures

http://www.imo.org

At a recent meeting of the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) the question of maritime security was raised. Some of the recommendations made concern AIS (automatic identification systems on ships), SOLAS (safety of life at sea regulations) and ISM (international safety management code).

One of the suggestions made was the implementation schedule of mandatory AIS on vessels of above 500 gt on international voyages, which will be accelerated now, with the final implementation date decided by a diplomatic conference in maritime security in December 2002.

SOLAS XI, on the other hand, will be amended to include special measures for maritime security, with definitions, requirements for ships and requirements for port facilities, with a draft International Code for Security of Ships and Port Facilities.

The ISM Code may be complemented by a regulation which requires ship security plans to be carried on all ships of over 500gt engaged in international voyages. There will also be a requirement for a Ship Security Officer, trained in the context of the STCW Convention, with responsibilities including any necessary instruction to the seafarers onboard, with training requirements for this officer to be developed as a matter of urgency.

At the same time, to co-ordinate security measures across the fleet, all shipping companies will have to employ or train one of their staff to be a Company Security Officer (CSO).

The IMO Secretariat has been restructured in order to "ensure a systematic and consistent approach to maritime security issues." The Navigation Section of the Maritime Safety Division (MSD) has been re-designated as the Navigational Safety and Maritime Security Section.  

The Baltic and International Maritime Council (BIMCO) comments that the security measures  recommended by the IMO at a recent meeting will serve to protect ships from being used for terrorist activity and other crimes. 

The proposals will, if implemented, also compel ports to review their security arrangements, BIMCO says. BIMCO represented its members at the working group and two sub-groups that looked at security guidance for ports and ships as well as possible amendments to the Advice on Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) Convention addressing security.

BIMCO says it fully supports the IMO's present efforts aimed at enhancing security in a maritime environment and will continue to actively participate in and promote these efforts.

===

Ship-shore communications, 1877, 1.5

Inmarsat in the US now 

http://www.inmarsat.com

Inmarsat Ventures, the parent company of Inmarsat, has opened an office in Washington DC. 

The move follows an October 2001 ruling by the US Federal Communications Commission (FCC) granting access rights to the US domestic market for several Inmarsat partners, and legislation extending the ORBIT Act deadline for the company's initial public offering (IPO). The legislation and FCC ruling mean that Inmarsat partners can sell Inmarsat services in the US. 

As a former Intergovernmental Organisation, Inmarsat was restricted from conducting business in mainland United States except in the coastal waters around the country and in the skies overhead under the terms of the ORBIT Act of 2000.  

The Washington DC office will include Alan Auckenthaler, General Counsel of Inmarsat Ventures plc and Vice President of The Americas for Inmarsat IncLimited, and Robert Demers, Director Government Accounts for Inmarsat IncLimited.  

They will take the lead in building Inmarsat's presence in the U.S. through working with service providers and Land Earth Station Operators (LESOs) to provide on-the-ground assistance and education to prospective customers. The new office will also be responsible for interfacing with the U.S. government on strategic satellite communications policy.

Inmarsat believes it can offer services in the US that no one else can offer. "Until this point, satellite communications offerings in the United States have failed to deliver on the promise of fast and reliable voice and data communications," says Inmarsat. 

"We are confident that Inmarsat's entry into the US market will provide US-based businesses the quality mobile voice and data communications services currently being utilized by Inmarsat customers worldwide."

There are two Inmarsat land earth station operators located in North America, COMSAT and Stratos. Other US partners are Honeywell and SITA offering aeronautical services and John Deere offering agricultural tracking systems. 

Inmarsat has also opened a Miami office to service their Latin American operations. 

-----

New contracts for Denbridge Digital

http://www.denbridgedigital.com

UK company Denbridge Digital, which builds software systems for vessel traffic systems (VTS), has won a number of new contracts.

It has delivered a vessel traffic management system (VTMS) for the Port of Altamira, Mexico, including a VTS workstation, a vessel database and an X-band radar with a 12-foot scanner. The terminal Administración Portuaria Integral de Altamira is the first private port in Mexico to install a VTMS. 

Construction is currently underway for a VTS at the Port of Taichung, Taiwan, where Denbridge is supplying radar processing and display components at the port's vessel traffic management system. This will be completed in 2002, including a number of workstations, a vessel tracking management system, a vessel database and a recording system which will capture all radar video, closed circuit TV, radar tracks and VHF radio audio. 

Denbridge has received orders from the Uruguayan Navy, together with its representative in Uruguay, Aeromarine, to supply equipment as part of a coastal surveillance system. This includes installing radar video compression and control equipment to allow remote radars to be monitored from a control centre in Montevideo. It has supplied radar display workstations, the wireless network and interfaces to the radars. 

The system uses its radar video data compression system which, it claims, includes the highest radar video resolution through the lowest transmission bandwidth in its class. 

In August 2001 Denbridge received an order from Gloucester Harbour Trustees (UK) for replacement of pilot carry on portable radar displays, the size of laptop computers. These receive compressed radar data sent over a wireless communication network. Pilots take the systems onboard to help them navigate vessels through Gloucester Harbour and the River Severn. 

A further order was received from Denbridge's representative in Kuwait for the supply of radar compression and display equipment for use by a Kuwaiti government organization.

-----

Lockheed Martin wins $50m contract for Egyptian search and rescue system

http://www.lockheedmartin.com/syracuse/

Lockheed Martin has won a $50m contract to build a maritime search and rescue system for the Gulf of Suez, complementing the existing Gulf of Suez vessel traffic management and information system.

The system will provide the Egyptian Ministry of Transport with necessary capabilities to manage and respond to any maritime distress in the Gulf of Suez.

As part of the contract, Lockheed Martin will also supply 13 specialised vessels, including two water tractor tugboats, three motor lifeboats, three utility boats and five inflatable hull boats. They will all carry specializes electronic equipment including Automatic Identification System transponders.

Separately, Lockheed Martin will provide specialized software to connect the existing Gulf of Suez vessel traffic management and information system to a system to manage search and rescue missions.

This system will receive distress signals from vessels and locate their positions using a combination of radar detection, radio direction finders and closed circuit TV cameras; there is software to help the operators locate and immediately dispatch the best available search and rescue unit using a ship-to-shore voice and data communication system.

Five rescue co-ordination centres (RCC) will be developed in Ras el-Adbiya, Safaga, Sharm El-Sheikh, False Ras Gharib and Alexandria. The existing Vessel Traffic Center at Sharm el Sheikh on the tip of the Sinai Peninsula will be upgraded with SAR equipment. The Port of Alexandria will receive a new Vessel Traffic System and SAR centre that will allow the SAR mission to extend into the Mediterranean Sea.

The SAR system is scheduled to be complete in 30 months. It is financed by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID).

TEAMtalk unveils fourth generation of Super-Hub

http://www.super-hub.com

TEAMtalk Satellite, formerly IMC, has unveiled its fourth generation of Super-Hub, its Inmarsat maritime data hub service. 

The Super-Hub 4G has been re-developed to provide an improved service to the company's existing customer base, through the enhancement of its existing products and the addition of new services to its range, which now includes a communication software package specially designed for mini-M users in the yachting, fishing and remote communities; a system which allows clients to integrate vessels into a 'virtual office network'; an SMS service; a service to access and monitor all traffic message information, and a remote managed private hub system.

One of the first services to be launched is Super-Hub Pioneer, a communications package targeting Mini-M user in the fishing, yachting and land mobile sectors. The service was developed together with Telenor Satellite Services.

Super-Hub Pioneer comprises all the regular features of TEAMtalk Satellite's Super-Hub communications, including Mapi compliance, batching, data compression, duplex transmission, secure data transfer and 24-hour technical support. The specialist feature is a dedicated access code via Telenor Satellite Services enabling a quicker connection and disconnection and higher data rates. Additionally, Super-Hub Pioneer can download a selection of news free of charge.

-----

Launch of MatrixMaricom.com

http://www.matrixmaricom.com

Matrix Maricom, a new start-up ship-shore messaging company, has launched its website at Matrix Maricom.com. 

An initial service launch is Eighthbell Crew mail, a seafarer e-mail service. Seafarers can set up accounts by emailing eighthbell@matrixmaricom.com and filling in an electronic form. 

-----

Inmarsat downtime was 25 mins in 2001

http://www.inmarsat.com

Inmarsat reports that its systems had less than 25 minutes downtime over the whole of 2001, equating to 99.9968 per cent network availability. This is an improvement over the 2000 figure of 99.9954 per cent network availability.

"The fact that our network availability figures continue to improve is testament to the tremendous professionalism of Inmarsat's satellite and network control teams," says Michael Butler, managing director of Inmarsat.

===

President Putin visits Transas VTS in Primorsk

http://www.transas.com

Vladmir Putin, president of the Russian Federation, participated in the official opening ceremony of a new oil terminal in the Port of Primorsk in the Gulf of Finland, part of the Baltic Pipeline System.

At the ceremony, Transas says, he inspected the Transas vessel traffic system working in the port.

Transas won a contract to install a VTS system in May 2001; the implementation of the entire pipeline project is scheduled for 2004. The VTS was brought in at the first stage of the project.

-----

Interactive Website for Globe Wireless

http://www.globewireless.com

Maritime communications company Globe Wireless has updated its website. Customers can now open e-mail accounts from the website and send e-mails to ships. 

===

Iridium launches more satellites 

http://www.iridium.com

Iridium Satellite LLC has announced the successful deployment of five new spare satellites. Launched by The Boeing Company from Vandenberg Air Force Base on February 11, the additional satellites join seven existing in-orbit spares to support Iridium's network of 66 low-earth-orbiting satellites. 

According to the company, the five satellites have ascended into their assigned orbits and are fully functional. Iridium plans to launch two more spares in June to complete planned upkeep of the constellation.

"The successful launch and deployment of five additional on-orbit spares demonstrates Iridium's long-term commitment to our customers and overall business objectives," said Gino Picasso, Iridium Satellite CEO.  

"Over the last several months, we've seen an increased interest and demand for the mission-critical capabilities our services can provide, and as a result, we are ahead of our business plan. This launch offers further proof that Iridium is very much in business and poised to leverage the many new opportunities we see in the marketplace."

---

Canadian shipping IT directory

http://www.ccmc.nf.ca

The Canadian Centre for Marine Communications (CCMC) has announced the release of the 2002 edition of the Canadian Marine ICT Directory - a collection of 120 Canadian

companies involved in the development and commercialisation of marine information and communications technology (ICT) products and services. The directory includes contact details as well as company profiles.

The Directory is available in online and print versions. The continuously updated online version is searchable and available at www.ccmc.nf.ca/directory. 

===

===

ChartCo redefines brands

http://www.chartco.com

Maritime data broadcasting service ChartCo has redefined its brands. All its products have now been re-organised under the four headings of MetManager (weather forecasting and routing data); ChartManager (British Admiralty and US notices to mariners and chart correction tracings); oceanXpress (updates for electronic navigation charts and associated publications) and News Services (weekly and daily newspapers for seafarers). 

Bill Payne, one of the original founders of maritime satellite broadcast service ChartCo, has retired after four years with the company and 44 years in the mariitme industry. 

Bill joined ChartCo from Kelvin Hughes, where he was general manager of navigation systems. 

"Bill has been a wonderful colleague to work with; his sound judgement and sense of humour will be missed by us all at ChartCo," said Andy Norris, ChartCo managing director.

-----
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Stasco Tanker to provide Kelvin Hughes radar

http://www.kelvinhughes.com

Maritime electronics company Kelvin Hughes will be providing Shell International Trading and Shipping Company (STASCO) with two Nucleus3 6000 radars, for a retrofit of a shuttle tanker Cardissa. 

===

Saab TransponderTech supplies AIS to the Shetland Islands

http://www.saab.se

Saab TransponderTech has been won an order to supply an automatic identification system (AIS) to the Shetland Islands. The system is comprising two Base Stations to be integrated into the already existing Norcontrol IT VTS Centre in Sullom Voe. 

-----

Emerald Shipping orders integrated management system from AVECS

http://www.avecs.com

Emerald Shipping has ordered AVECS' integrated management systems for its newbuildings. The first parcel tanker, managed by Overseas Maritime Carriers in Lausanne, will be equipped with a complex integrated management system including a Voyage Data Recorder (VDR). It will also be prepared for the Automatic Identification System (AIS) in March 2002.

The AVECS MER (Voyage Data Recorder) comprises a data concentrator, which changes all input data in a uniform data format at a speed of up to 1 GB per second. A replay system allows this data to be visualised. The data concentrator is used for the co-ordination and compatibility of the data of all relevant systems present on the vessel. Ship internal automatic data transfer prevents input and communication errors. Data will be passed on and edited automatically.

The structure of an integrated system allows for a data network with interfaces towards all commercial parameters, like stock control and purchasing. A central system allows for pro-active analysis of maintenance data.

The automatic data transfer between ship and shore-based office enables the company to constantly monitor its vessels. Over a longer period of time these data can be used as a base for analysis, statistics and forecasts regarding retentive value and ship safety. 

Meanwhile, French ferry company SeaFrance Sealink has ordered the crew management system CrewMaster from German software company AVECS Corporation. The software will manage the crewing of the complete fleet of ferries between Dover - Calais.

Kockum Sonics warns against dangerous horn imitations

http://www.kockumsonics.com

Swedish ship horn company Kockum Sonics has issued a warning about a highly dangerous imitation of its patented Electro-TYFON horn, which has recently been brought onto the market by an unnamed company.

The Kockum Sonics horn has a special shape which means that the sound propagates horizontally; this means that it is very loud in a horizontal direction from the horn (ie on the open sea) but not so loud in a vertical direction (i.e. directly beneath it, where the seafarers are).

The imitation horn, Kockum claims, propagates sound vertically instead of horizontally. IE, so it deafens the seafarers immediately beneath it, but the sound does not travel very far out to sea.

-----

STN Atlas launches navigation aid

http://www.sam-electronics.de

German maritime electronics company STN Atlas has launched  Chartradar Atlas 1000, a navigational aid which combines electronic chart facilities with radar in a single console. The unit is type approved.

The system can track up to 50 ARPA and AIS targets with a choice of views. Chart data is derived from either S57 (ENC) format or C-MAP C93 formats. The system works with X and S band transceivers. Units can provide steering and track control.

Meanwhile, STN Atlas has completed installation of a vessel traffic system at the deepwater iron ore transit port of Majishan, China. The contract, worth $1m was awarded by the Shanghai Baosteel Group Corporation, an iron and steelmaker in China.

The VTS includes an Atlas radar station with an AIS station, VHF communications and a closed circuit TV network, connected via a 13km fibre cable. 

-----

MOL to consolidate training centres in the Philippines

http://www.molpower.com

Mitsui O.S.K. Lines has announced plans to consolidate its two training centres in the Philippines in a move to ensure higher quality training aimed at ensuring safe navigation and environmental protection. Effective February 1, the MOL Training Center (Philippines), officially called the Magsaysay Institute of Shipping, will handle all training in the Philippines for MOL merchant mariners.

The training centre is equipped with advanced training facilities to offer realistic training experiences, including a new main engine remote control simulator, a steering simulator, a radar with automatic radar plotting aids (ARPA) simulator, various refrigerated container units, diesel engines, hydraulic oil system unit, cargo pump, lathes and welding equipment, and a range of navigation, deck, and engine room equipment.

-----

Royal Danish Navy, USCG and US Navy buy ECDIS

http://www.osl.com

Vancouver-based electronic chart systems company Offshore Systems International (OSI) has won orders for US $1.1m over the first quarter of 2002 (ending Feb 28), from the Royal Danish Navy, the US Coast Guard and the US Navy. 

The orders are for Offshore's Electronic Chart Precise Integrated Navigation System - Military (ECPINS- M) with associated charts and services. 

Offshore was recently invited to deliver a briefing on its ECPINS-M technology at NATO Headquarters in Brussels."

=== 

STN Atlas to automate French Ferry

http://www.samelectronics.de

STN Atlas Marine Electronics of Hamburg has been awarded a contract for supply and installation of integrated monitoring and control and automatic power management systems onboard a the SNCM Ferryterranée RoPax ferry being built by the van der Glassendo Noord yard in the Netherlands.

The vessel is 175m long and has a capacity for 550 passengers and their vehicles. The systems include a monitoring and control system for centralised ship management, with 2,500 measuring points and automated alarms. There is a power management system for control, display and monitoring of the vessel's generators.

Kelvin Hughes secures Chinese contracts

http://www.kelvinhughes.com

Kelvin Hughes has secured contracts to supply navigational systems to a series of Chinese vessels. 

Hudong Zhongua Shipyard in China will fit Kelvin Hughes integrated navigation systems in four 4,100 TEU container ships being built for China Shipping; the vessels will feature two Kelvin Hughes Nucleus3 6000 radars; a third radar transceiver will be located on the foremast of the vessels to give greater visibility when the ships are loaded with cargo. 

Kelvin Hughes will also supply its new MANTA2300 flat panel electronic chart display and information system (ECDIS) and conning displays. This is the first time China Shipping has used Kelvin Hughes systems in a new build project. 

A further contract is to supply two Nucleus3 radars to Jiangnan Shipyard, building the second Yuehai train ferry operating between the Chinese mainland and Hainan island.

The contracts follow the company's opening of a dedicated office in Shanghai on December 1999. 

Meanwhile, Kelvin Hughes has signed a contract with Wightlink, said to be the UK's largest independent ferries and ports operator, to supply its Nucleus3 radar and C.Plath gyrocompass.

Wightlink has 12 vessels, including 3 fast catamaran ferries, which carry over 5m passengers between the UK and the Isle of Wight.

-----

Norcontrol IT wins United Arab Emirates VTS contract

http://www.norcontrolit.com

Norwegian vessel traffic management and information system (VTMIS) manufacturer Norcontrol IT has won a contract to provide a system to Port Mussafah in the United Arab Emirates, with delivery scheduled for July 2002.

The contract includes a three-year corrective maintenance package. Norcontrol IT will supply its VTMIS 5060 system, including a dual screen VTS operator station, a radar, HF and VHF radio communications and a hydrological and meteorological system. It also includes a VTS web based database information system.

Port Mussafah is considered to have very demanding requirements for a VTMIS,mbecause it has a very long and complex navigational approach with limited port marine resources such as tugs, pilots and berths.

More functionality for Transas engine room 

http://www.transas.com

Transas has added enhancements to its two-stroke Engine Room simulator. The new version has fresh water and sea water cooling systems, along with lube oil and fuel oil supply systems. 

The instructor station software has been enhanced to enable more potential faults to be introduced. The system can now interact with other Transas simulators, including those for ship handling, cargo handling, crisis management, GMDSS and vessel traffic systems. 

The simulator is used for training marine engineers in Watchkeeping in the engine control room of a highly automated ship. It covers preparation of machinery for operation, machinery starting, monitoring and control during operation, preparation for and taking the machinery out of operation. 

Northrup Grumman introduces mission data recorder 

http://www.northgrum.com

Northrop Grumman Corporation's Sperry Marine unit has introduced a mission data recorder (MDR) for the military market that automatically logs and stores critical data

from shipboard sensors and systems.

The MDR is the military equivalent of Sperry Marine's voyage data recorder currently approved and certified to meet or exceed all requirements required by the International Maritime Organization for all passenger and new cargo ships over 3,000 gross tonnage by July 1, 2002.

Installed as either a stand-alone system or as a core element in a complete integrated bridge system, the MDR captures operation, navigation, machinery and tactical information and stores it in protected memory.  The historical shipboard data can be played back onboard or accessed remotely from shore for near real-time access to vital data from the ship.  
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P&O Nedlloyd offers ship tracking online

http://www.ponl.com

Container shipping line P&O Nedlloyd has added a ship tracking tool to its website, enabling all users to see where the company's vessels are.

The tool is built by Pole Star Space Applications, which provides the Purplefinder ship-tracking product. A location report is sent every midday from a hidden Inmarsat-C communications device on the vessel, and this data is put on a map displayed on the website. Historical information showing the vessel's movements over several days is also displayed. 

The company points out that the data on the site only describes the vessel's position as it was last reported, and with reports issued only once a day (at 12.00 midday) it is still very difficult for terrorists to use the site to pinpoint the exact location of the vessel. However P&ONL is able to use the service to find out the exact position of the vessel any time it chooses. 

The feature has been on P&ONL's private intranet for two years, as a cost effective means of tracking vessels. Now it is being made publicly available, so seafarers' families can monitor the position of vessels. 

The company can use the Purplefinder service to monitor the safety of vessels. Authorised users can poll a vessel at any time to confirm its position, course and speed. 

P&O Nedlloyd claims to be the first global shipping line to provide open internet access to ship tracking information generated by Purplefinder. 

====

Samsung Heavy Industries to become a "Digital Shipyard"

http://www.shi.samsung.co.kr/

South Korean shipbuilding company Samsung Heavy Industries (SHI) has announced plans to digitise its entire shipbuilding process.

The goal of the project is to make significant improvements in shipbuilding process by combining innovative production information and digital manufacturing technologies.

Samsung will build simulation models of all of the different construction processes. The simulation tool can then be used to optimise the construction process, planning manpower deployment, method of construction, logistics flow and automation for best productivity. 

SHI plans to allocate a total of 6 billion Won ($4.6m) over three years to the project. 

The research was launched in February 5, 2002 in Geoje Shipyard. The development is in association with Seoul National University and some other academic and research institutions, including 8 universities and the Korea Research Institute of Ships and Ocean Engineering. 

Dr.Seong-Yong Han, Vice President and Head of R&D Center at SHI, said that Korea must integrate IT technology with its world's leading shipbuilding technology for unparalleled technology to solidify its dominant position in the global market.

---

Royal Caribbean Cruises signs with SeaSupplier

http://www.seasupplier.com

SeaSupplier, the maritime e-procurement subsidiary of shipping company Stolt Nielsen, has signed a "multi year contract" with Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd, to connect RCCL with its shipping suppliers through SeaSupplier's SeaConnect system.

SeaSupplier will also supply its marine product database and sourcing consultancy services. It will also enable RCCL to join its marine supplier consortium. SeaConnect will integrate with RCCL's existing J D Edwards purchasing system.

The contract is part of an initiative from RCCL to streamline its worldwide procurement and logistics for its Royal Caribbean International and Celebrity Cruises fleet. 

===

iShipExchange and ShipNet announce integration 

http://www.ishipexchange.com

Hong Kong based maritime e-procurement service provider iShipExchange and Oslo based ShipNet have announced that iShipExchange completed the integration of its e-procurement service with Version 6 of ShipNet's accounting/procurement software.

This integration allows iShipExchange clients to use ShipNet's complementary accounting/procurement software; and conversely, ShipNet's clients will be able to access iShipExchange's range of e-procurement services without any changes in operating procedures or customisation. 

===

ShipServ ends second investment round with $2 million

http://www.shipserv.com

Supply chain management company ShipServ has reported that both existing and new investors have put another $2 million into the business. New investors include some ShipServ customers, who together with the former Seavantage customer shareholders represent less than ten percent of the equity.

Around 30,000 transactions have gone through ShipServ's TradeNet in 2001. The company is expecting this number to increase six fold in 2002. 

ShipServ's IT department has been working on WebSupplier Version 3.0, which features a new, Java-based user interface called Streamline editor. The editor is to enable faster page loading and rapid quote input. 

-----

Chinsay signs agreement with ABSA

http://www.chinsay.com

Chinsay, which produces an online recap management tool for shipbrokers, has signed an agreement with the US Association of Ship Brokers and Agents (ASBA), a major provider of tanker charter parties.

Through the agreement, Chinsay can use the ASBA standard form in its document management software Recap Manager.

-----

Teekay signs up with SeaSupplier

http://www.seasupplier.com

Teekay Shipping, which claims to have the world's largest fleet of "medium size" oil tankers, has signed a contract, described as "multi-year," with e-procurement company SeaSupplier. 

SeaSupplier will integrate Teekay's existing procurement system, developed by JD Edwards, with suppliers signed up to SeaSupplier, through SeaSupplier's "SeaConnect" e-procurement platform.

SeaSupplier will help standardise contracts, rationalise product databases and automate connectivity with suppliers. A variety of communications standards will be used, including MTML (marine trading markup language), XML and flat files. 

Teekay's suppliers will have the option of connecting into the system via SupplierExpress, a tool developed by SeaSupplier which works over a simple web browser, or SupplierConnect, a software tool which integrates supplier's existing back end sales and order fulfilment systems. 

"We selected SeaSupplier's SeaConnect solution to reduce our cost of communicating with suppliers and their cost of doing business with us," says Teekay. "We expect that Teekay and it's suppliers will benefit from this automation which will help us maintain our competitive position and achieve further cost efficiencies. The SeaSupplier solution was selected because it's flexible and robust architecture.  After substantial testing and planning, we are confident that SeaSupplier will deliver a scalable and economic platform."

SeaSupplier was formed through the merger of e-procurement companies PrimeSupplier and OneSea in June 2001, 

-----

MarineProvider takes stake in OceanConnect

http://www.marineprovider.com

OceanConnect has scored another first; the first time one maritime e-procurement company has purchased equity in another. It has been announced that MarineProvider has taken an equity stake in OceanConnect. 

The news follows recent announcements that Chemoil and DS Norden have taken equity in OceanConnect, and OceanConnect's acquisition of the Clarksons Bunker Group. 

"Having seen what OceanConnect can do for ship owners, our board of directors felt that owning equity would strengthen MarineProvider's investment portfolio," MarineProvider CEO Collin Lewis said. 

Ola Lorentzon, managing director of Frontline and board member of MarineProvider ASA added, "At first, we were sceptical of OceanConnect's assertion that buyers get better prices through OceanConnect. We've tested the promise and found savings and other benefits that have made us a repeat customer."

The two companies have long had a close working relationship. Some of MarineProvider's first "trades" were bunker procurement, made actually over the OceanConnect system. 

ABS Nautical Systems gets into e-procurement

http://www.abs-ns.com

ABS Nautical Systems, which produces the SafeNet fleet management system, has written a software component to connect SafeNet directly into ship suppliers, as an extension of its purchasing and inventory module. 

The software allows shipping company users of SafeNet to integrate with suppliers' systems and conduct electronic transactions. Nautical Systems does not take any commission or transaction fee; the user only pays a "modest" one time set up fee on top of their costs of purchasing the fleet management software, plus an annual fee for support. 

The system was written following client feedback at a Nautical Systems user conference. One client is already using the system to talk to suppliers. 

Suppliers can integrate with SafeNet free of charge. Nautical Systems provides them with a free communication applet, which enables integration.

-----

Marine Stores Guide 4th edition

http://www.impa.net

The International Maritime Purchasing Association (IMPA) has launched the 4th edition of its Marine Purchasing Guide, which provides a listing of all essential products required onboard ships.

The Guide is available in both print and CD-ROM, with the IMPA 6 digit item coding system. There are over 3,400 items and 32,000 codes.

-----

LINE and Reebok roll out supplier portal

http://www.line.net

LINE (Logistics Information Network Enterprise), the maritime information technology company in Hong Kong backed by container terminal operator Hutchison Whampoa, has completed the development of its supplier internet portal, developed with sports company Reebok.

The system, dubbed "Order Visibility Application", will allow Reebok and other companies to connect together manufacturers, logistics companies and other business parties together over the internet.

The system provides automated workflow, exception reporting, alert messaging and other tools.

All of Reebok's footwear and clothing manufacturers around the world will be linked to the system, along with all of its logistics companies.

Port of Rotterdam uses IT company Mercator

http://www.mercator.com

The Port of Rotterdam has selected IT company Mercator to put together its WebJonas system, which is used by shipping agents around the world to register vessels calling in Rotterdam. The system will be go live in February 2002.

The system handles electronic messages for notifications of arrival, International Forwarding Transportation of Dangerous Goods Notification (IFTDGN) and declarations to port. This information, along with details of positions of ships in the harbour, is integrated into the port's back end systems by Mercator; the data is used in the Port control room to monitor behaviour of ships and ensure safety of the port area.

Information exchange is made by EDI and XML. The data is provided directly to various systems involved in guidance, regulation and safety of vessels in the harbour.

-----

New container tracking company

http://www.allset.se

Cargo securing supplier All Set Marine has acquired the venture "Eritrack" from Ericsson Business Innovation, Ericsson's Corporate Venturing Unit to set up a new Swedish sister company - All Set Tracking. 

Effective from February 1, 2002, the new company will market and supply wireless solutions for tracking of cargo containers. Target customers are freight carriers in the shipping and air cargo sectors.

The concept, named ALLTrack, is based on a wireless information system which tracks and monitors containers on-line and in real time throughout the transportation chain; all the way from the exporting company via forwarders and trucking companies, ports, ocean carriers and railroad systems to the final destination.

ALLTrack, uses radio transmitting devices, "Tags", exchanging data and information with mobile or stationary "Readers", which, in turn, passes on this information to a central database server, combining short and long distance radio communications.

The Readers incorporate a GPS, a processor, as well as a communication module ("Comunit") that sends the information via GSM, Mobitex, WLAN or Inmarsat-C to the central server, which is integrated with the customer's back-end system. 

TradeShip develops "FleXible Messaging Architecture"

http:// www.tradeshiponline.com

TradeShip, which provides software and services to manage electronic messaging for container equipment messaging, has launched a "FleXible Messaging Architecture" (XMA) to assist in integration of its products.

Systems include TradeRepair geared towards container owners, TradeDepot for container depots, TradeSurvey for surveyors and Trade XMS for message handling.

The data can be used to help container owners review their costs, exchange data and monitor all moves and repair activity.

-----

-

Maersk Sealand wins e-commerce award

http://www.maersk.com

At a ceremony Copenhagen Maersk Sealand was awarded the Danish e-commerce award "E-handelsprisen 2002" for its B2B homepage: maersksealand.com. Maersksealand.com took the first prize as the best B2B site in Denmark in competition with more than 50 B2B web sites. 

The award follows a year of development of the services on maersksealand.com. "We are very proud and happy to receive this acknowledgement", says Mr. Thomas Eskesen,

Director of e-commerce in Maersk Sealand, "It confirms that we have chosen the right strategy. We develop the site in accordance to customer needs and we continue to educate our staff within e-commerce."

$17m more for Celarix

http://www.celarix.com

Celarix, which provides supply chain management systems to shipping lines P&O Nedlloyd and CMA-CGM among others, has raised $17m further financing, led by Austin Ventures, one of the largest venture capital firms in the US. 

Total investment in Celarix is now over $75m, with investors including Charles River Ventures, JPMorgan Partners, TL Ventures, Integral Capital Partners and Technology Crossover Ventures.

Celarix will use the funding for operations and further product development, while expecting to achieve break-even in the next six months. "Our decision to lead this investment was based largely on the rapid growth of the Supply Chain Event Management space, the differentiated positioning of the company as a network-based solution provider, the company's progress with existing customers and its proven success with new customers," says Austin Ventures. 

-----

Navis gets on the web

http://www.navis.com

Navis, which develops software for managing container terminals, has launched a web access product, so container terminal customers can provide information to their customers over the internet.

The system is already in use at P&O Newark Container Terminal in New Jersey, USA, with  several additional terminals will be adopting the technology in the next quarter.

Authorised members of the port community can enter and access real time information and reports over the internet. They can be kept updated about container movements through the terminal, and access real time container information including load and discharge lists and stow plans.

Trucking companies can schedule appointments and check any outstanding demurrages charges on a container before the truck arrives for pickup. Demurrage payments can also be made online, either through an existing credit account agreed with the terminal or using a credit card secure payment system.

The data made available on the site is provided directly from the terminal management system, updated in real time, so it is completely accurate. Navis expects that the facility will be useful to shipping lines, trucking companies, railroad companies, shipping agents, consignees and government agencies.

-----

United Arab Shipping Company Takes Stock in INTTRA

http://www.inttra.com

The United Arab Shipping Company, has taken a stake in INTTRA, the online customer relations portal formed by P&O Nedlloyd and Maersk, among others. It has been using the system since November 2001. 

United Arab Shipping Company claims to be the largest ocean carrier for dry cargo in the Middle East, and is the National line of the Arabian Gulf States. The investment is undisclosed size but described as "long term."

"Believing that INTTRA offers the premier portal for containerised ocean transportation, we joined its network a few months ago to provide our customers with a view of both regional and global shipments from one portal. After experiencing INTTRA's operating principles that ensure data security and confidentiality, and after seeing how INTTRA's functionality creates efficiencies for both carriers and shippers, we decided to take the next step and make a financial commitment to INTTRA," says UASC. 

"Our due diligence extended over several months, and in this process we remain extremely impressed with INTTRA's products, development team, market momentum and management. 

-----

ModernPorts.com earns Hong Kong Computer Society award

http://www.modernports.com

ModernPorts.com, a portal developed by Hong Kong container terminal operator Modern Terminals Ltd for the Hong Kong shipping community, has been awarded a certificate of merit in the IT Excellence Awards 2001 of the Hong Kong Computer Society.

The awards are geared to promoting greater use of IT, encouraging further development of software, and encouraging and promoting world-class application and innovation of IT in Hong Kong.  

A number of new functions have been added to Modernports.com, including a bilingual menu bar providing information in Chinese as well as English; an electronic interface enabling shipping lines to alter the onward carrier or port of discharge for selected containers; functionality for shipping lines to declare or alter status and details of containers.

There is also a facility to manage connections between vessels for inbound and outbound containers; a function to handle special handling requests, such as outbound vessel stowage, container utilization, customs controlled cargo; and a function to enable users to trace transactions made over the portal. 

"Our ultimate goal is to re-engineer the business flows of the Hong Kong shipping industry and contribute to enhancing Hong Kong's position as a regional logistics hub," says Modern Terminals. 

-----

Port of Vancouver to gamma scan containers

http://www.portvancouver.com

The Government of Canada and the Vancouver Port Authority has commissioned gamma ray scanning equipment for containers passing through the port. 

The equipment, the Port claims, can "safely and non-intrusively" inspect containers for "contraband" at a rate of one per minute. It was purchased for C$2.5m and will be operated by Canada Customs and Revenue Agency inspection officers at container terminals Deltaport, Centerm and Vanterm. 

Using the system, operators can view radiographic images of containerised goods and look for hidden compartments which could be used to hide stolen or smuggled goods. Operators can see if the cargo is consistent with the declared manifest. Data can also be shared with other agencies responsible for cargo verification. The tests work in addition to normal manual checks. 

-----

Port of Rotterdam publishes water and wind info online

http://www.portofrotterdam.com

The Port of Rotterdam reports that it is publishing observations of water and wind on its website. Graphs are available with frequent observations of the last 24 hours of 4 parameters on about 20 locations. Parameters concern water depth, current, wave height, wind speed and direction. Furthermore self-refreshing windvanes are available at three locations. 

Since last autumn, PortShipInfo, a service that has been set up in cooperation with Royal Dirkzwager is reporting sea-going vessels that are expected 24 hours ahead that are in the port, or left the port the last 24 hours. This free information is refreshed twice a day.

Furthermore, PortMaps are available online, comprising various maps of the Rotterdam Port and Industrial Complex, among which a new set of maps on approximately 1:50.000 scale, showing many details about the water side (port names, waterfront numbers) as well as the land side.

Soon to come is practical information for barge operators about the services facilities, rules and regulations in the Port of Rotterdam. 

---

===

eModal system hits Europe

http://www.emodal.it

eModal, which operates an online port communication system in the US and Latin America, is now offering the service in Europe, through a partnership with Italian container terminal operator Teleporto Adriatico in Italy. Initial launch is planned for Trieste Container Terminal.

The ambition behind eModal is to help provide container tracking data for many ports and terminals around the world on a single platform. "We reviewed many Port Community Systems around the world before deciding that eModal provides the best system to meet our current and future requirements, said Francesco Pedrini, TPA Managing Director. "The European market is very promising because there are few interfaces in ports among container terminals and their customers."

-----

Maersk Sealand has web partner program

http://www.maersksealand.com

Shipping line Maersk Sealand has developed a web partner program, enabling users to interact with Maersk via other websites and internet portals, not just through Maersk Sealand.com. The service is expected to be of use to freight forwarders and e-business companies. 

>From their own websites, companies can offer users services to track Maersk containers, obtain rates of exchange, obtain data about container dimensions and look up shipping schedules. 

Logistics.com and CargoSmart co-operate 

www.cargosmart.com

Logistics.com, a provider of logistics planning and execution solutions for shippers and carriers, has announced an alliance with CargoSmart, a portal for ocean shipping. 

The partnership gives shippers a one-stop site where they can procure rates and manage their ocean shipments by combining Logistics.com's OptiBid Lane procurement solution with CargoSmart's array of online management services including interactive sailing schedules, instant booking confirmation, cargo tracking and tracing, shipment milestone notification and relationship manager. 

Engelhard Corporation is the alliance's first customer. The company is using Logistics.com's OptiBid Lane and associated services to secure its 2002 global ocean tender.

===

Softship chooses sole UK distributor

http://www.softship.de

German maritime software company Softship has appointed Cambridge Online Systems as the sole UK distributor for its range of shipping software tools. 

Under the agreement Cambridge Online will not only market and sell the software, but also offer support and maintenance.

Software 1,548, 1 

Strategic Software restructures 

http://www.softmar.com

Strategic Software, which produces communications software for shipbrokers and software for shipowners, has split the business into the two separate components.

VesselOps, the vessel operations and voyage management system, developed together with the Armada Group, will now be owned by a new company called Softmar, led by David Marais, the original founder and chairman of Strategic Software.

"VesselOps is an exciting new product which deserves a dedicated development team," says Mr Marais. "Since its launch in September 2001 VesselOps has attracted a great deal of interest from ship owners and operators. This restructuring enables Softmar to concentrate resources and focus on expansion in the ship operating sector."

Softmar will continue working with Strategic Software, with both companies running out of the London headquarters.

The ambition behind the restructuring is to help Strategic "streamline its core business services" and help expansion into the ship operations sector. 

Marais will remain a major shareholder and member of the board of Strategic, the company he founded nearly 20 years ago. Strategic is also a major shareholder in Softmar. 

--

Resurgence Software appoints VP business development

http://www.resurgence-software.com

New Orleans-based Resurgence Software, which produces a system for shipping companies to record information and create reports about how reliable maritime equipment and services are, has appointed James Bremner as VP business development. Mr Bremner was previously director of corporate development for Petrocosm Corporation in Houston. 

How good is Ulysses Task Assistant?

http://www.ulysses-systems.com

Ulysses Systems has carried out a number of its own tests, to compare how quickly users can find the necessary documents using its "Task Assistant" software, which structures all the documents and tasks for seafarers so they are easy to find and follow, against an unstructured electronic document filing system.

The test used actual documents used onboard a real ship, the tanker Amphion, simulating the documents the master would need to find for a port call in Trieste (Italy) and the different administrative tasks which would need to be completed. This covered the plan for arrival, the arrival, the management of ship in port and preparation for subsequent voyage.

In the test, the Task Assistant could locate over 90 per cent of the archived port records, whilst the electronic document manager could locate 80 per cent of them; both systems located over 95 per cent of the archived voyage records; and the Task Assistant located 95 per cent of the new voyage related records, whilst the document manager located 90 per cent of them.

The Task Assistant could be used the find the documents much more quickly. It found archived port records 50-70 per cent quicker than a document manager; it found archived voyage records 30-50 per cent quicker than a document manager, and it found new voyage records 10-30 per cent quicker than a document manager.

Ulysses is very keen to be able to quantify the value that its software can provide in terms of real maritime experience, because purchasing decisions in the maritime industry are normally based on the basis of direct value, rather than the perceived quality of the system. It wanted to develop tests which could show specific benefits rather than just ask users to give the system a score based on how good they thought it was.

The latest customer to choose Task Assistant is Oglebay Norton, which operates a fleet of 12 vessels sailing the Great Lakes, with about 400 seafarers in total. 

The latest version of Task Assistant has modules for crewing, maintenance and purchasing. 

===

Totem Plus launches remote engine monitoring system

http://www.totemplus.com

Israeli maritime electronics company Totem Plus has launched IMACS, an alarm and engine monitoring system, which can work both onboard the vessel and on shore.

The ambition is to be able to analyse data about vessel operations and alarms to generate useful information. For example, the trend in the ratio of the vessel's engine revolutions per minute to the vessel's speed can indicate a problem, for example fouling on the hull slowing the ship down. 

A trend in the ratio of the exhaust temperature to the engine's revolutions per minute can show injector deterioration. 

The data transfer from ship to shore can be made by satellite connection, or transfer by CD.  Sending data by satellite communication means that the shore superintendent and experts can give better advice to the vessel during emergencies or breakdowns, or allow daily supervision, the company says. 

===

Transas launches LNG simulator

http://www.transas.com

Maritime navigation, simulators and communications company Transas has launched a simulator for a liquefied natural gas (LNG) tanker; the simulator covers ships hull, ballast system, cargo system, terminal operations, machinery room and gas plant, with processes displayed on the simulator screen. 

The simulator also incorporates a comprehensive Load Calculator system for cargo calculations, such as draft, trim, heel, stability, shearing forces and bending moments.

In February 2002, Transas launched a new, upgraded version of its web site, www.transas.com, to provide more information and make the site easier to use. 

Users of the site can access Transas' online chart correction service; they can also register for Transas training courses, download software updates and register for conferences. 

Transas has announced that its activities in the leisure market will be continued under the new name of Transas Nautic. Malcolm Hughes remains General Manager of the Transas leisure division, which is part of Transas Marine, a manufacturer and supplier of marine software and electronics. 

===

More contracts for Marine Software Ltd

http://www.marinesoftware.co.uk

UK maritime software house Marine Software Ltd has delivered its Marine Planned Maintenance for Windows (MPMWin) and Marine Storekeeper for Windows (MSKWin) systems to Global Marine Systems (GMS), for installing onboard ROV Viper. 

The company will also produce an asset transfer system for GMS as a bolt on to MPMWin, enabling the company to track assets such as winches from when they are landed ashore to later transfer to other vessels.

Bluewater Marine Management has taken delivery of MPMWin and MSKWin for UND Birlik, its latest new building at the Flensburg yard; MPMWin has also been installed for Seabulk Offshore International on its vessels Seabulk Betsy at Pioneer Shipyard in Singapore and Seabulk Puffin at Lebroy Shipyard Batan, Indonesia.

Seaspan Ship Management based in Vancouver have ordered a further three MPMWin systems for their container vessels CSCL Ningbo, CSCL Dalian and CSCL Felixstowe.

===

IFS Norway joins forces with DNV to provide software solutions

http://www.dnv.org

IFS Norway AS and classification society Det Norske Veritas have announced they are to develop IT solutions in a combined effort. Plans are to initially focus on software which is organising operations of oil production vessels offshore - FPSOs/Floating Production, Storage and Offloading. 

In a month's time the partners will present a prototype of an integrated solution combining the DNVs solutions for design and strength assessments of FPSO's with the ERP business applications suite by IFS.

During the next 5 years it is expected that approximately 60 FPSO vessels will be built on the worldwide market. DNV Software's FPSO Package will be utilised in a number of these projects for design and strength assessments. The new solution aims to enable operators to maintain a higher level of maintenance and thereby reduce downtime in the offshore oil production from these vessels. 

Seagull releases knowledge test software

http://www.seagull.no

Norwegian computer based training company Seagull has launched a new version of its knowledge assessment software, CES. 4.0. 

The system is intended to help seafarer employers evaluate the degree of competence of a new hire, and verify to a limited extent whether the certificates the seafarers claim to have are genuine or purchased. 

The CES 4.0 has 5,000 questions stored on its database, including tests for STCW based on level, department and vessel type. There are maritime legislation tests for Norwegian and UK law, a test editor enabling users to define their own tests, and various reporting functions to review how well a seafarer got on. 

------

KMSS supplies cargo handling simulators to Maine

http://www.kmss.no

Kongsberg Maritime Ship Systems (KMSS) has won a contract to supply eight workstation based cargo handling simulators for the Marine Maritime Academy, USA. 

The system will be delivered in spring 2002, with VLCC (very large crude carrier) and product carrier cargo handling models. 

The instructor station and eight student workstations will all have dual, flat screen monitors, enabling the user to see more than one process diagram at a time. 

The system uses the same model library as the fully operational system. Each model is based on data from real ships, creating the most realistic scenarios available. It can be used for training loading, discharging, operating valves and pumps, lining up systems, inerting, stripping, tank cleaning, purging, reliqufication and ballasting, as well as calculating and monitoring stability and stress. 

dKart Navigator available in US

http://www.mdres.com/dKartNavigator

Marine navigation software, "dKart Navigator" is now available directly from the United States. The product uses standard C-Map (CM93) and S-57 electronic vector maps and it operates on laptop or desktop computers running Windows 98 or NT/2000.

===

P&O Princess Cruises uses Manpower Software

http://www.mswtech.com

P&O Princess Cruises has signed up to Manpower Software, a provider of people management tools. The cruise line is to buy MAPS Crew Manning software, the cruise version of MAPS Foresight, which delivers analysis of future requirements, enabling forecasting and management of the workforce.

