Headline news

Inmarsat announces packet data system (front page)

http://www.inmarsat.com 

Inmarsat has made a “service announcement” for the imminent launch of Inmarsat Fleet, a ship-shore communications service where people pay for the amount of data they communicate rather than the number of minutes the connection is made for, as with Inmarsat –A and –B. 

The initial service launch is dubbed Inmarsat Fleet F77, because of the 77cm diameter terminal required to use the service. The terminal can also be used for 64 kbps ISDN and voice communications. 

No more precise information is yet available about the cost of packet data over Inmarsat Fleet, because it is currently under discussion with the land earth station operators, which sell the service to end users. 

Inmarsat Fleet is ideal for sending small chunks of data. This is because the user does not have to pay for the “handshaking time” taken to connect a ship-shore data connection, as they do while communicating over Inmarsat-B, while no data transfer is made. Thus there is no need to “batch” messages together to reduce communication costs, as is current practise for Inmarsat –A and –B communications. 

Communications terminals have already been developed by Nera (Norway) and Thrane and Thrane, with terminals under development by JRC (Japan), Glocom (USA) and STN Atlas (Germany). 

The service will be available from the beginning of 2002, led by Inmarsat land earth station operators, Xantic, Telenor, Comsat, KDD, OteSat, France Telecom and Telecom Italian, followed later on by Stratos, MCN (China) and SingTel. 

For more, read the supplement on pages 15-18.

CSX Lines to market its $70m IT system (front page)
http://www.csxlines.com 

US domestic shipping line CSX Lines has spun its information technology division into a separate company, Horizon Services Group (HSG), which will also market technology to other shipping lines and inland logistics companies. 

CSX Lines is widely considered to have the best technology out of all shipping lines, because it has the $70m system originally developed by Sea-Land service, before the non-US domestic aspects of Sea-Land were sold to shipping line Maersk. 

The system is extremely popular with customers; in October 2001 it announced that 50 per cent of all container shipments were being booked online, more than any other carrier. 

This $70m will now be made available to other shipping lines, and could lead to Horizon Services Group being a serious competitor to Cargosmart, GT Nexus and INTTRA, which are not thought to have invested as much as $70m in their systems. 

The computer system Horizon is marketing will handle everything from booking container shipments to billing, with all intermediate aspects including customer service, documentation and e-business. 

AND offers free crew calling terminals to ships

http://www.and-group.com/
info@and-group.net 

UK company AND, which provides outsource service support to vessels, is offering to install a crew calling and communications terminal onboard "virtually any" vessel free of charge.

AND will factor the cost of installing the terminal in the charges made to seafarers, currently $2.50 per minute for calls over Inmarsat mini-M. The equipment has its own mini-M terminal, so it does not interfere with operational ship-shore communications. It is designed to be installed in the ship's bridge or separately in the crew quarters. Seafarers will be able to purchase calling cards from the ship's master. 

The AND terminal provides a great deal more facilities than just telephone calls. Seafarers can write electronic letters, which are delivered to their families by regular post; the messages are posted out from a location near the final destination, to improve delivery time and reliability.

The terminal also has facilities for sending e-mails, as well as functionality to purchase flowers, lingerie and chocolates, view recent news from the seafarer's home toen and obtain training materials. All of these items can be purchased using the prepaid card. 

---------

Mitsui OSK introduces ship performance analysis system 

http://www.molpower.com
Shipping line Mitsui OSK Lines (MOL) has developed a shipboard administration system for its own purposes, called TOMAS (Total Management System). The ambition is to improve safety and quality of navigation and ship management. Expert MOL marine engineers contributed knowledge to the system.

The system includes a computerised onboard logbook, which sends the log information back to shore for incorporation into a shore-based database. This data is then analysed. There is a noon report analysis system which “analyses” data in the noonday report, including ship position, ship speed and engine speed.

In future the system will be developed to include a performance analysis tool for main engines, a management system for fuel and lubricating oils, a maintenance record control system and a maintenance planning system. 



Kelvin Hughes launches ECDIS risk management software (if it doesn’t fit, goes to electronics)

http://www.kelvinhughes.com 

Kelvin Hughes has produced a software package to help shipping companies calculate the risk of using raster charts on electronic chart display and information systems (ECDIS), as required by the UK Maritime Coastguard Agency (MCA).

MCA requires that shipping companies justify any reduction in paper charts carried onboard, as companies move to electronic charts, by the results of a risk assessment. 

Possible risks of using raster charts include computers being virused, shipping companies finding they do not have the necessary charts onboard, computer crashes and power failure. 

The software can be used to for ship operators to develop instructions and procedures for shipboard personnel on safe and efficient use of an electronic chart system. 

Kelvin Hughes has also launched a new bridge design for merchant vessels, with five flat screen 23-inch displays. The central control unit is attached to the chairs, not the centre of the display system (as on traditional "T" shaped bridges). 

Kelvin Hughes believes that the new design will make moving around the bridge much easier and significantly improve access to displays and controls. This will particularly help when the vessel is making difficult manoeuvring operations, such as docking and navigating narrow channels. 

Telia to discontinue satellite-based services (if not, communications)
http://www.telia.se 

Telia AB's satellite services division and its operations at the Teleport earth station in Tanum, Sweden, will be discontinued during 2002. The division's satellite earth station in Ågesta, outside Stockholm, is for sale. 

The costs for discontinuing these operations are covered by a SEK 800 million ($75.9m) provision for losses that Telia reported in the third quarter this year. 

The decision, which directly affects 21 employees in Tanum and three employees in division management in Farsta, is due to declining demand for satellite-based services for international telephony, Telia says. 

Since satellite operations in Ågesta, located south of Stockholm, have other technical and commercial possibilities, Telia intends to sell the business, if possible, including the facilities and employees. 

The Tanum satellite earth station, built in 1970-71 will be closed down gradually during 2002 so that existing customers will be able to find other satellite service providers before Tanum is closed. 


David Palmer joins LevelSeas 
http://www.levelseas.com 

David Palmer, previously executive vice president of group marketing with Stolt-Nielsen, has joined LevelSeas as business development director. Mr Palmer has previously worked as CEO of International Product Carriers and Heidenreich Marine, as well as managing director of Dorado Tankers. 

At Stolt, he specialised in "developing close ties with its customer base and broadening the depth of its supply chain service offerings," LevelSeas says. At Stolt he was also involved in development and design of customer facing information systems. 

"LevelSeas is incorrectly perceived as a product that disintermediates brokers - the fulfilment expertise that the shipbroking industry provides will exist regardless of how you hook up to customers," says LevelSeas. 

"A key challenge will be to partner with the bulk shipping community to build bridges between participants using LevelSeas’ technology to create value through this connectivity and integration”. 

---------- 

 

Shippingbabes.com returns

http://www.shippingbabes.com
Shipping babes, the shipping website developed by Johnny Kulukundis of Connecticut, USA, has been relaunched as MaritimeWired.com, with a range of witty commentary and remarks about the state of the maritime industry. The site had been down since September 11th. 



Ship-shore communications

Queensland fishermen rip off Telstra 
http://www.telstra.com 

According to Australian IT publication iTnews, hundreds of fishermen in Queensland, Australia, have managed to rip of Australian communications company Telstra over the last five years with ship-shore telephone calling cards. 

Most Australian trawlers are fitted with a communications unit, which works with the Optus satellite, a rival to Inmarsat, charged at $1.48 to $3.26 per minute, IT news says. However the fishermen have discovered that by using a Telstra calling card, they get charged just 30 cents a minute. 


MTN provides comms to Norwegian Star 
http://www.mtnsat.com 

US ship-shore communications company Maritime Telecommunications Network (MTN) has won a three year deal to provide telecommunications to the Norwegian Star, a cruise ship operated by Norwegian Cruise Line. 

MTN will provide its internet protocol satellite technology (Satellite High Speed IP Network). The communications network includes telephone, fax and data services, with internet services to both passengers and crew. 

---------- 

Telenor launches Eik Direct 
http://www.telenor.com 

Inmarsat land earth station operator Telenor has launched Eik Direct, a service for telephone calls to ships, which helps customers route their calls from anywhere in the world to Telenor's land earth station on Norway. 

The service has technology to recognise the caller's phone, which means that customers do not need to enter their PIN code before being connected to the ship on every call they make. 

There are routing agreements with Australia, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Holland, Spain, Turkey and the US. This means that the user does not have to pay for the call from the phone he is using to the Telenor land earth station in Norway. 

Customers use the same Inmarsat Service Provider both to and from the ship, so they only have one bill. 

----------- 

COMSAT provides free safety information by Inmarsat C 
http://www.comsat.com 

Inmarsat land earth station operator COMSAT has teamed up with the US Coast Guard and US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) to allow ships to send safety information free of charge over Inmarsat C. 

Participating ships can send weather data gathered onboard ships to NOAA, as well as ship position reports to AMVER (a centre which operates a database of ship positions, part of the US Coast Guard). The costs of message transmission are covered by NOAA and the US Coast Guard. 

COMSAT co-ordinated a rescue for vessel Ocean Wolf, which had suffered an explosion in the engine room and was taking in water, 420 miles from land, near Puerto Rico, on October 30 this year. COMSAT determined there were four ships within three hours of the vessel, from a safety message broadcast by Inmarsat C. 

----------- 

Launch of ship tracking business 
http://www.remotereporting.com 

A vessel tracking company has launched, RemoteReporting, providing services to track where your ships are over the internet, via satellite communications. The service is charged at $1.50 per day per vessel. 

An associated service, Virtual Port Captain, is intended to allow seafarers to do the job of a port captain. Seafarers are provided with a digital camera, which they can use to record ship discharging operations; the photographs are sent by e-mail to a secure website for viewing by associated parties, as a record to be used to work out who was responsible for a vessel being held up in a port and how much money they should pay. 

----------- 

Telaurus reduces prices 
http://www.telaurus.com 

Ship-shore communications company Telaurus has reduced prices for high frequency radio communications to ships at sea. 

The "Premium Plan" is reduced from $0.99 per minute to $0.59 per minute for VHF radio stations over the WLO radio station in Mobile, Alabama (see http://www.wloradio.com). The "Premium Plan" HF communications are reduced from $4.99 per minute to $2.50. 

---------- 

PurpleFinder delivers meteorological data 
http://www.purplefinder.com 

Pole Star Space Applications has upgraded its e-fleet management system PurpleFinder with a fully integrated 12-hour 10 days meteorological data facility, which includes data relating to wind parameters, pressure, wind waves, swell waves and wave direction. 

The facility provides an effective means of assessing the current and future impact of weather on a shipping fleet, and allows routing information and weather advisories to be issued to ships, according to Pole Star. 

The two-way messaging facility of PurpleFinder enables the transfer of such data from shore to ship. 

---------- 

Descartes launches wireless system 
http://www.descartes.com 

Supply chain management company Descartes has launched a wireless routing, scheduling and dispatch system, for electronic communications with drivers and dispatchers. 

Drivers can issue status updates to dispatchers and receive last minute customer updates; they can view and review their itineraries for the day. Some devices have signature capture, enabling drivers to submit proof of delivery. 

Descartes has offered wireless systems in North America for seven years. The system can be used to optimise routing and scheduling, improve fleet management and minimise transportation costs. 

------------- 

SynchroNet changes pricing model 
http://www.synchronetmarine.com 

SynchroNet Marine, which operates a matching tool for empty box containers, has changed the pricing model. 

Payment is now only made by the supplier of the box, rather than both supplier and recipient; the receiver can use the box free of charge for a certain period. 

The ambition is to encourage people to use boxes posted on SynchroNet and promptly return boxes after they have been used, whilst moving the supplier's boxes to the location where they are required within the negotiated time period. 

"SynchroNet wants to ensure that when our customers need a box or when they are looking to reposition a box we are their no 1 alternative," says SynchroNet. 

 
********* 

Tribon and ZoHakuWeb consider co-operation 
http://www.tribon.com 

Shipyard parts information portal Tribon.com has started discussions about possible future co-operation with ZoHakuWeb Ltd of Tokyo. The co-operation will be geared around sharing information between the two services. Discussions about both business and technical aspects are in place, with a view to finishing in early 2002. 

ZoHakuWeb, short for "Zosen Haku Kiki Web" focuses mainly on technical information exchange between shipbuilding (Zosen) and ship machinery and equipment manufacturing (Haku kiki) by the Web. It covers online cataloguing, design support functions, application service provider functions and digitised purchase orders. About 100 companies, including 20 shipyards and 77 marine equipment suppliers have joined. 

Tribon.com focuses on connecting shipyards, equipment suppliers and shipowners, centering on a database of shipbuilding components. More than 110 shipyards and 150 suppliers have signed up to use it. 

ZoHaku was created following a 3 year research and development project on electronic data exchange for design and technical information between shipyards and equipment manufacturers, sponsored by Nippo Foundation. 

------------ 

ShipyardXchange claims "critical mass" 
http://www.shipyardxchange.com 

Shipyard e-procurement service ShipyardXchange.com claims "critical mass" now it has 8 yards and 100 suppliers signed up as users. 

The "critical mass" concept, first written about in the book "Unleashing the Killer App", is about when an internet service gets so many users it can attract more users on the basis of the users it already has. 

The service was originally conceived by shipyard Aker Brattvaag, with stakeholders Akey Yards, Aker RGI, Sener SA, Ementor and Marintek. 



Shell uses content management system onboard 
http://www.iora.com 

Shell International Trading and Shipping is providing health and safety procedure updates to its fleet of 35 vessels, using a software system developed by iOra. 

The system is intended to help Shell comply with the ISM code, proving that all ship operators have an up to date safety management system. The original software is supplied by CD-ROM, with updates sent over the ship-shore communications network. 

Shell's safety information is maintained at its London office, with updates sent automatically out to the vessels. 

---------- 

Saab TransponderTech supplies AIS to China 
www.transpondertech.se 

Swedish automatic identification systems (AIS) company Saab TransponderTech has won deals to supply AIS systems to shipyards in China and South Korea. 

One order is from Daewoo shipyard, South Korea, to supply two newbuild tankers with AIS, the first AIS orders for newbuildings in South Korea placed directly by a shipyard, the company says. 

The second is from Consilium Marine, ordering AIS transponders for vessels being built for the National Iranian Tanker Company being built in Dalian shipyard in China. 

Other orders have been placed by Kongsberg Maritime, Nera, STN Atlas and Kelvin Hughes. 

---------- 

Veripos establishes GPS service in West Africa 
http://www.veripos.com 

Veripos has launched Veripos-I, a satellite-based, differential GPS service that is complementing the existing HF network in West Africa “to provide two independent reference facilities for continuous high-accuracy positioning for offshore applications.” 

---------- 

SingTel launches Inmarsat C SMS 
http://www.singtel.com/sentosasales 

SingTel has launched an Inmarsat-C short message service, enabling maritime users to send SMS messages between vessels and GSM mobile phones with roaming facilities with SingTel Mobile. 

SingTel envisions that the service could be used to enable seafarers to contact shipowners, agents and their families and friends. SingTel has also launched a service for sending e-mail in traditional and modern Chinese characters over Inmarsat C. 

---------- 

Final agreement between ICO and Teledesic 
http://www.ico.com 

Final agreement has been reached between mobile satellite communications system originally spawned by Inmarsat, ICO, and Teledesic, the 288 low earth-orbiting satellite system being developed by Craig McCaw. 

The two companies will merge, but continue to operate their businesses independently to achieve maximum flexibility. 

---------- 

Sait-Stento to provide communication system for cruise ships in Norway 
http://www.sait-stento.com 

SAIT-STENTO has announced it has won a contract to supply onboard public address and onboard communications systems for two new cruise ships sailing on the Norwegian Coastal Express Route. 

SAIT-STENTO’s unit for marine communication – Stento Marine – will manufacture and supply a system for internal communication and public announcement onboard of the two ships. 

---------- 

Globe Wireless node in Bolivia 
http://www.globewireless.com 

Maritime communications company Globe Wireless has added a node in Bolivia on its Maritime Data Network high frequency radio messaging system. 

Thrane & Thrane releases Fleet77 hardware

http://www.tt.dk 

Thrane & Thrane has launched its maritime satellite communication solutions, Capsat Fleet77, at Europort 2001 in Amsterdam. The system is utilizing the new Inmarsat service called Fleet providing communication possibilities for merchant, fishery, yacht and navy vessels. 

The terminal, which measures 85cm in height, 84cm in diameter and 25kg in weight, offers both voice and data traffic. Data communication between vessels and ashore can be done with either 64 kbps ISDN or 24x7 online access based on MPDS (Mobile Packet Data Service Protocol). Where ISDN connections are charged by the minute MPDS access is paid by the quantity of data send and received.

--------

Transas Telematics tracking venture with Russian LESO

http://www.transas.com
Transas Telematics has announced that its latest fleet tracking venture will be in collaboration with communications provider Morsviazsputnik and its commercial partner MVS USA.

Both companies already provide fleet tracking solutions - Transas Telematics developed and markets Fleet View, an office-based system, and Morsviazsputnik provides the web-based application Victoria. Collectively the two systems track approximately 3000 vessels.

This co-operation is supposed to result in a tracking system that will meet the requirements of most organisations, and will include key elements from Fleet View including animated weather forecasting, tide and current information, polling, route planning, track history and port information. The complementary features of the individual systems will provide an end product requiring some Internet access, but with the essential security of an installed system. 

--------

Fugro introduces monitoring and tracking service

http://www.fugroseastar,com
Fugro SeaSTAR has launched a range of asset monitoring and tracking services for the marine industry. The SeaSTAR Asset Monitoring Service (SAMS) is intended for use on both fixed and moving platforms, including buoys and operational vessels, permitting owners to monitor position, status and behaviour of onboard sensors and systems, and to exercise remote control of key functions. The system is highly flexible and can be tailored to meet specific user requirements. 

SAMS comprises four basic functions: data collection and processing onboard the asset; data transmission to and from the assets via SeaSTAR's message handling server; analysis and presentation of data to suit user preferences and alarms.

Data from the vessel is transmitted to shore via satellite or GSM to a secure web server maintained by Fugro SeaSTAR. The system can support two-way text messaging in addition to the data and alarm reporting. The data can be accessed from the SAMS web server. 

-------

COMSAT tests Fleet77 for Inmarsat

http://www.comsat.com
At its 'last ever' COMSAT lunch at Europort this year, Comsat has announced it is one of the three service providers to participate in Inmarsat's field test for the newly unveiled Fleet77 service. It will also play a role in the selling of the service to the maritime market from the first or second quarter next year.

Comsat, which will be a part of Telenor (as Telenor USA) by the end of the year, has also introduced a range of additional features to its Inmarsat-C data service. The new features include a web interface and simplified billing. 

--------

France Telecom launches first underwater phone box

http://www.francetelecom.com/vanglais/whats_in_the_news/f_news.html
France Telecom has launched what it believes is the world's first underwater telephone box. The parties talk by conducting sound through human bones. 

The diver initiates a call and talks by biting into a mouthpiece; he hears the person with the sound vibrations propagating to his ear via his skull, which acts as a resonance chamber. 

The mouthpiece is connected to an underwater terminal with a dialpad, light and buzzer. The light flashes to alert the diver to an incoming call. The terminal connects by cable to a buoy floating on the water. The buoy talks to the telephone network by GSM. 

-------

Iridium and EuroCom launch data-ready communications unit

http://www.iridium.com
In collaboration with EuroCom Industries, Iridium Satellite showcased a data-ready, fixed-mount communications unit for use with the Iridium satellite service. The equipment is marketed under the brand Skanti and Sailor.

All voice and data communications can be handled from the unit, which can be kept anywhere inside the ship as the line-of sight satellite connection is made by an omni-directional antenna which is fixed outside.

--------

Mini-M phone launched by KVH Industries

http://www.kvh.com

KVH Industries has unveiled its Tracphone® 252, successor to Tracphone 25, working with the Inmarsat Mini-M service. 

Housed in a 10" (25 cm) diameter dome, Tracphone 252 is aimed at the recreational yachting market as well as commercial shipping. It provides voice, fax, data, and e-mail. The system offers versatility for onboard communications, with interfaces for additional telephones (PABX systems), a fax machine, and a PC. 

--------

Astrium awarded Royal Navy satcom contract

http://www.astrium.com
Astrium has been awarded a contract for its SCOT 3 ship-borne satellite communications terminals by Thales Communications for integration onto the first of the UK Royal Navy's Type 45 Destroyers.

The SCOT family provides high-capacity multi-media information, which includes continuous operation for speech, telegraph, video-conferencing and data for a variety of uses, such as targeting, damage assessment and logistics. 

--------

Xantic and Seatrade communications deal

http://www.xantic.net

Xantic has signed a contract with Seatrade, an operator of fully refrigerated vessels, to equip a number of vessels with AmosConnect, a messaging service for Inmarsat users. 

AmosConnect is designed for use with Inmarsat-A, -B, -B-HSD, -M, mini-M, Global Area Network and is ready for Inmarsat Fleet and Mobile Packet Data services. It can also be used with GSM, ISDN, NMT and PSTN and Internet when these services are accessible. 

The contract between Xantic and Seatrade was agreed following extensive sea trials, which involved six Seatrade vessels.



Comsat enhances Inmarsat –C interface

http://www.comsat.com
Inmarsat land earth station operator Comsat mobile communications has made enhancements to its Inmarsat C web interface. 

The enhancements, dubbed “Simply Easy COMSAT-CTM”(communications terminal module) include a new web interface, simplified billing and improved customer resource materials. The ambition is to make COMSAT-C easier to understand and simpler to use. 

There are tools to help co-ordinate billing, including splitting bills between different users and compiling bills for departments, to simplify cost tracking. A “polling and data report” service enables users to track where their vessels are. 

Thrane & Thrane and Nera complete due diligence

http://www.tt.dk
Thrane and Thrane has completed the due diligence process to acquire the shares of the satellite communications subsidiary of Nera ASA. 

Under a revised agreement, the acquisition is considered effective October 1, 2001. Thrane and Thrane will pay DKK 285m cash ($33.9m) and issue a subordinate convertible bond for DKK 215.7m ($25.8m). During the three-year term of the bond Nera is entitled to convert it to 2,157,000 TT shares, equivalent to 32 per cent ownership of the company. 

Nera and TT will jointly set up a new company called Broadband AS, including Nera’s satellite based broadband activities, which will have a capital base of NOK 45m ($5.02m) at its launch on January 1, 2002. Nera will have 67 per cent and TT 33 per cent ownership in this business. 

TT sales for the first six months of the 2001/2002 financial year were DKK 198m ($23.5m), against a forecast sales of DKK 235m ($27.9m). The company expects to lose DKK 10m ($1.19m) over the year, against a forecast of break even. 

The lower sales are attributed to the US recession, which has led to lower sales of aeronautical communications equipment, and a component error in TT’s Inmarsat-C land mobile tracking equipment. Sales to the maritime industry are in line with the forecast. 
 



E-Business

MarineProvider releases survey on e-procurement

http://www.marineprovider.com 

Commissioned by e-procurement company MarineProvider, US based consultancy Fastwater has conducted a market survey on the existing and expected use of e-procurement systems. The survey polled more than 150 ship operating and owning companies.

"This study reflects a growing awareness by the industry that e-procurement has considerable value," says Collin Lewis, CEO of MarineProvider ASA. A high level requirement from many of the respondents of the survey seems to be the full integration into shipping software systems such as AMOS and ShipNet. Another main concern viewed, was financial stability of e-procurement vendors. 

One of big main question marks amongst respondents was whether e-procurement can actually save money. According to the survey, professional buyers are clearly focused on the primary objective of finding the best products and services for the best prices. 

"With their eyes on the bottom line, they also want to find ways to reduce the process costs associated with purchasing", says Collin Lewis. "This is where e-procurement will be of the ultimate benefit - e-procurement has the ability to streamline the entire process."

Although the survey reflects quite extensively the requirements of the buying side, it does not, however consider the needs of the suppliers, who have more and less been neglected in the process, according to Gregor Ross (ex Setfair), who touched on this subject at the Seatrade conference at this year's Europort.

--------

ShipServ extends customer base

http://www.shipserv.com
ShipServ, which is in the business of ship supply management rather than e-procurement, (according to CEO Paul Ostergaard) has signed further contracts with four ship owners / managers: Green Management, Anders Utkilen, Seatrans and an unnamed UK ship owner. Including the new customers, the number of 'connected' vessels is now at 650. 

The TradeNet hub is integrated with ship management software ShipNet, Logimatic, BASS and AMOS. Additionally, Danaos has developed an MTML interface to use by ShipServ for integration with customers. However, although it is technically possible to purchase spares directly from the ship, the requests have so far come from or via the shore-based office.

In admittance by the company, the integration with suppliers' in-house system is more problematic. Referring to the Fastwater e-procurement survey commissioned by MarineProvider, one supplier said that full integration on the suppliers' side may be desirable, but not a realistic step at this moment in time. The rate of errors directly transmitted into an integrated system would be too high. One way to improve this is the provision of electronic catalogues.

--------

Xantic’s new AMOS version integrates into MarineProvider

http://www.marineprovider.com
Xantic (formerly SpecTec) is now supplying a direct integration module from the latest release of its AMOS Maintenance and Purchase software (5.0) into MarineProvider’s e-procurement system. 

This means that every AMOS 5.0 user can connect their existing purchasing management system (AMOS) straight into MarineProvider’s system to connect directly with suppliers and organise their responses. 

Marex re-launches website

http://www.marex.com
Marex, a company offering electronic commerce and management information solutions, has announced its launch of a comprehensive redesign of its website, www.marex.com, "to more accurately reflect the Company's expanded business model and its transition to a software products and technology services company serving a wide range of businesses across multiple industries."

Descartes improves shipping line contract management tools

http://www.descartes.com
Descartes, which develops management systems for shipping lines, has improved its Ocean Rate Builder product for negotiating and producing service contracts for ocean container shipments. 

The system now has functionality for shipping lines to identify service contracts with specialised terms, such as credit, container free time, transit time commitments and service contract expiration dates. Shipping lines can report on the productivity of their pricing departments in processing bids and determine how successful they are in winning new contracts.

The tool is being tested by shipping lines Hyundai Marine and Yang Ming Line this month, with a view to using the system to manage service contracts for their North American export cargo. 



Deal Logistics goes live

http://www.deallogistics.com
Deal Logistics, an online logistics tool operated by Texuna Deal Group has gone live, providing communication services for businesses in trade and transport. 


--------

Launch of Norwegian shipping database

http://www.corrocean.no
The Norwegian Oil Industry Association (OLF) is funding the developing of a database of shipping movements along the Norwegian Coast and Continental Shelf. The main ambition is to assess risk of collision between shipping and offshore installations. 

The database is called COAST Norway, being developed by Safetec Risk Management, a division of the CorrOcean Group. It provides vessel information for all shipping routes, including vessel numbers, type, size, age and flag, with passing distances to oilrigs and ships' speeds. 

Data will be sourced from port log information, ferry route data, coastal radar information, local navigational information, pilot information and radar data from operators on the Norwegian Continental Shelf. 

A similar initiative has already been established by CorrOcean in the UK, 

--------

Seaportservice.com launches

http://www.seaportservice.com 

A new portal has launched, providing information about ship suppliers around the world and what they have to sell, with functionality to put together automatic requests for quotes.

It is free to use the service, but suppliers must pay 99 euros per year to be listed on it. Since being launched four weeks ago, the service has already signed up 50 suppliers and 230 buyers, the company says.

NB: this story appeared in last week's Digital Ship newsletter with an incorrect website address. It should be www.seaportservice.com.

Figures from INTTRA

http://www.inttra.com 
Shipping line-backed container shipping portal INTTRA reports that over 35,000 bookings for 60,000 containers have already been managed over the system, which has 1,400 registrants from 400 companies. 

Stena uses Chinsay’s Recap Manager

http://www.chinsay.com 
Shipping line Stena Bulk has announced that it will be using the Recap Manager developed by chartering software company Chinsay. Stena has worked closely with Chinsay in developing the tool. 

Recap manager is a collaborative workflow tool which enables brokers and shipping lines to online compile lists of changes they have made to standard charter parties for a particular fixture (known as a recap).

Chinsay has appointed Claus Waaler, previously managing director of Clarkson Tanker division (1998-2000) as head of Chinsay UK. 

Marseilles and Klang in information exchange

http://www.marseille-port.fr/ANGLAIS/
Malaysia’s Port Klang and the Port of Marseilles Authority have entered into a sister port agreement, aimed at encouraging free flow of information between the ports and entering joint promotional activities.
GoReefers opens Argentina office

http://www.goreefers.com
Refrigerated cargo transport company GoReefers has opened an office in Argentina. 

GoReefers Argentina will have its own website with local shipping schedules and services for booking cargo insurance, cargo handling and documentation. The Argentinean site will be linked to GoReefers main site.

 

GT Nexus deal with Schenker 
http://www.gtnexus.com 

Shipping line-backed container shipment management service GT Nexus has announced a deal with logistics conglomerate Schenker AG, to build a private network. 

This is the first major contract GT Nexus has received for its Forwarder Private Network product (FPN) first rolled out in August this year. Schenker has contracted for the FPN has part of a major seafreight and supply chain initiative it is undertaking. 

"As logistics providers, we are in the middle of the industry value chain," says Schenker. "We manage the complex logistics of our customers and work closely with global carriers to meet these customers' needs. 

"GT Nexus addresses both of these critical relationships and is an important tool in helping improve the level of service to our customers." 

---------- 

GoReefers to market reefer power system 
http://www.goreefers.com 

Refrigerated cargo online logistics company GoReefers has entered an agreement with Container Services Co to use its Cryo-Power containers for frozen cargoes. It has exclusive right to use the CSC container on trade routes between Europe and South America, the US, New Zealand, China and 
Africa. 

The cryogenic containers are vacuum sealed like a thermos flask, using carbon dioxide as a refrigerant. They are much easier to maintain than conventional reefer containers, which cool the contents by mechanical means(like a conventional household refrigerator). 

---------- 

Chinsay focuses on recap tool 
http://www.chinsay.com 

Sweden-based e-chartering service Chinsay has decided to focus on tools to put together a "recap," enabling brokers to make a quick summary of how they have changed the standard charter party terms on a specific fixture. 

---------- 

Launch of marine security company 
http://www.gmssco.com 

A marine security consultancy has launched, "Global Marine Security Systems Company," backed by Hart Group Ltd, Tufton Oceanic and Energy Transportation Group. 

The consultancy will have a special emphasis on LNG (liquefied natural gas) and LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) carriers, oil and product tankers and cruise and passenger ships. It will provide threat assessment advice, political analysis, and action procedures. In the maritime technology sphere, it will provide advice about how to make computer systems onboard vessels invulnerable to hacking. 

Hart Group Ltd, which specialises in global marine risk management, has over 30 years experience in security audits and systems to combat anti-terrorism threats to petroleum operations in Colombia, Peru, Venezuela, Angola, Zaire, Algeria, Nigeria, Russia and Kazakhstan. 

Tufton Oceanic is a merchant banker dedicated to shipping and oil industries, with particular emphasis on the cruise industry. Energy Transportation Group develops and operates LPG and LNG infrastructure in emerging economies in Asia, Europe and the US, including Indonesia to Japan trades. It has worked with government agencies to create LNG security protocols. 

--------- 

IAS enables proof of delivery 
http://www.interasset.com 

International Asset Systems (IAS), which operates the Interbox tool to enable shipping lines to share box containers, has introduced a system for users to track empty container pick up and delivery orders online, called IAS Transport Manager. 

The ambition is to help users gain much better information about where their containers are and aid communication. 

Users send requests for container movements over the system to pre-selected transport companies, which can accept or decline them. After acceptance, the IAS system tracks progress of the move by putting together gate events at terminals, shipper premises or consignee distribution centres. 

---------- 

GoCargo's NaviPact system sold to BridgePoint 
http://www.bridge-point.com 

US logistics company BridgePoint has purchased the NaviPact shipping line contracting tool, originally developed by now-defunct container management site GoCargo. 

NaviPact includes functionality for negotiation, tender and review of service contracts with shipping lines; it is possible for multiple users to collaborate. It is available as a stand-alone module from BridgePoint or as part of its larger service offering. 

---------- 

Danzas signs up to CCEWeb 
http://www.danzas.com 

Logistic company Danzas has signed a pilot agreement with CCEWeb to use its internet based trade processing and document management system @GlobalTrade. 

Danzas Canada will participate in the pilot of @GlobalTrade, together with Gross Machinery of Canada, a corporate customer. 

---------- 

CNS appoints MD 
http://www.cnsonline.net 

Community Network Services (CNS), which operates a freight management IT service in the UK, has appointed Dr Neil Robinson as managing director. Dr Robinson was previously had of e-commerce for an unnamed IT consultancy in the UK. 

---------- 

Launch of Marineliens.com 
http://www.marineliens.com 

An internet service has launched, MarineLiens.com, to report on vessels with outstanding bills. It is free of charge to report on a vessel, and $20 to search and see if a vessel has outstanding bills. 

To search, you enter the hull's identification number or name, together with credit card information. The company running the service, Marine Liens Ltd, is registered in Bermuda. 

---------- 

Seatrade reports successful show 
http://www.seatrade-global.com 

Seatrade has released figures showing that 2,400 people visited the 250 companies exhibiting at Seatrade 2001 in Hamburg. More than 750 delegates had registered for the two-day conference dealing with topics such as war risk insurance and port security. The next Seatrade is scheduled for the end of September 2003. 

---------- 

Coffee trade over bolero 
http://www.bolero.net 

Secure electronic documentation platform bolero.net has announced the completion of the first coffee trade using an XML contract over bolero. 

The trade was initiated over the InterCommercial Markets website, involving a Colombian coffee exporter a US importer. Following the trade, the two parties received a contract in XML, under the Green Coffee Association contract standard, which they digitally signed using bolero's infrastructure.

Seabulk chooses SeaSupplier for e-procurement 
http://www.seasupplier.com 

SeaSupplier, the marine e-procurement subsidiary of Stolt-Nielsen S.A., has announced it is providing its total SeaManager solution to Seabulk International’s three global divisions: Seabulk Offshore, Seabulk Tankers, and Seabulk Towing. 

Seabulk owns and operates a fleet of 205 ships. SeaManager will be applied to consolidate the purchasing activity of Seabulk’s three management centers into one platform. 

Gerhard E. Kurz, president and CEP of Seabulk, comments, “This is a significant step forward in our ongoing efforts to lower costs and improve service and response time to our customers. 

"We have evaluated several e-procurement solutions to streamline our purchasing process and reduce our costs. SeaSupplier provides us the opportunity to control and coordinate our global purchasing and logistics activity under one platform for 205 ships and three management centers worldwide.” 

Jacob B. Stolt-Nielsen, CEO of SeaSupplier, says: “We are very pleased with Seabulk’s confidence in SeaSupplier by awarding us a three year global e-procurement contract. 

“The core of our solution was developed and used by Stolt-Nielsen Transportation Group (SNTG) for many years and has been significantly enhanced to provide our customers, including SNTG, the most extensive and robust procurement solutions in the industry.” 

---------- 

Third quarter figures for Marex 
http://www.marex.com 

Recreational marine e-procurement company Marex has released its third quarter results. Revenues in the third quarter were $92,921; this is a decrease of 11 per cent over revenues in the second quarter; Marex attributes this drop to its migrating customers from a transaction fee to a subscription fee model, so builders can be moved onto the MarConnect buyer-supplier integration product. 

During the third quarter $7.9m of orders were placed through the system; net loss was $2,668,684, compared to $6,035,396 in the third quarter of 2000. 

Marex has announced that it has completed user testing for MarConnect, and has begun rolling the system out to builders and suppliers. 

---------- 

Seaportservices.com launches 
http://www.seaportservices.com 

A new portal has launched, providing information about ship suppliers around the world and what they have to sell, with functionality to put together automatic requests for quotes. 

It is free to use the service, but suppliers must pay 99 euros per year to be listed on it. Since being launched four weeks ago, the service has already signed up 50 suppliers and 230 buyers, the company says. 

---------- 

Terry Telford launches e-shipping consultancy 
http://www.bridgeportcommunications.com 

Terry Telford, previously advertising buyer for SpecTec (now Xantic) has launched an e-shipping marketing consultancy, Bridgeport Communications, based in Sweden. 

Services to be offered include marketing, advertising and public relations, covering general consultancy, copywriting, website and literature design, photography, editorial, research, media planning and event management. 




ELECTRONICS AND NAVIGATION 

Marine Press of Canada expands into Europe 
http://www.marinepress.com 

Marine Press of Canada, a chart agent based in Montreal, has appointed Johan Sunnberg as sales manager for Europe. Mr Sunnberg was previously a manager at Scandinavian Airlines' cargo division. 

Distributors have also been appointed in Germany (SevenCs), Sweden (Nautic Center in Gothenburg), Finland (Troil Marin in Helsinki) and Italy (Artwork Engineering of Genoa). 

---------- 

Business for Samsung Heavy Industries 
http://www.shi.samsung.co.kr 

Samsung Heavy Industries of South Korea has won an order from Bukwan Ferry, to supply a voyage data recorder for a newbuild under construction at Hyundai Mipo Shipyard. Daesun Shipyard of South Korea also placed four orders for Samsung VDRs in September 2001. 

---------- 

PRIMAR and UKHO to jointly promote electronic charts 
http://www.primar.org 

Official electronic chart co-ordinating centre Primar is joining forces with the UK Hydrographic Office, to promote the benefits of using official electronic navigation charts (ENCS), combined with UKHO Admiralty Raster Charts (ARCS) together to navigate vessels. 

Producing raster charts, a simple graphical scan of the paper chart, is much cheaper than electronic charts, which require the information to be keyed into a computer mark by mark. Raster charts are available for the whole globe, whilst ENCs are only available for some coastal areas. 

Primar and UKHO hope that shipping companies can be persuaded to use ENCs and ARCS together, which it terms the "dual fuel approach," for example using ARCS on open seas and ENCs in coastal navigation and port approach. UKHO hopes to raise awareness at the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) about dual use of ARCS and ENC. 

In its 2000-2001 financial figures, UKHO revealed that turnover rose to £49.1m from £44.9m in the previous year, and profit rose from £1.3m to £6.3m. The bulk of the profits will be reinvested in the UKHO, rather than turned over to the UK Ministry of Defence, the parent UK government department. UKHO claims that 70 per cent of world shipping depends on it for charts and publications. 

"There is a great deal of change taking place in our market, with a growing focus on electronic charting and the delivery of navigational safety information in digital form, " says UKHO chief executive Dr. Wyn Williams. "We need to keep abreast of the changes, and that means investing considerable sums in new technology." 

---------- 

Norcontrol supplies VTS to Dubai 
http://www.norcontrolit.com 

Norcontrol IT of Norway has won a lucrative contract to supply a vessel traffic management and information system for Dubai Ports Authority at Jebel Ali Port, the world's largest man-made part. 

The system includes radar, automatic identification systems, VHF communications, meteorological and hydrological information and a closed circuit television system. 

---------- 

Primar wins marine information provider award 
http://www.primar.org 

Electronic navigation chart distributor Primar has received an award from the UK Institute of Transport Management (ITM) for "best information provider to the marine sector." 

"The importance of ENC cells should not be underestimated and by the provision of these charts, safety at sea is very much catered for," ITM says. The award presentation will take place on 12 November 2001 at the Cafe Royal in London. 


 ------------ 

DCS to develop simulation software for shipbuilding 
http://www.3dcs.com 

Michigan-based Dimensional Control Systems (DCS) has won a $670,000 contract from the US Office of Naval Research (ONR) to develop a software tool for shipbuilding. 

The tool will use simulation algorithms to test how changes in the parts specification will change the quality of the final product. The simulators assess the impact of part and assembly variation on the end product. They can determine the robustness of design and test alternative tolerancing schemes. 

DCS plans to use this grant to modify its technology for shipbuilding industry, covering issues such as weld shrinkage and distortion which are specific to shipbuilding. 

Technical support is provided by the University of Michigan; Bender Shipbuilding will pilot and test the development work; General Dynamics Electric Boat and Northrop Grumman Ingalls Shipyard will provide informational support. 

"We would be very encouraged and delighted if more shipyards and ship design firms would like to participate in some way," says DCS. Contact Ramesh Kumar, project manager, on kumarr@3dcs.com. 


Kelvin Hughes supplies 6 radars to Shell 
http://www.kelvinhughes.com 

Maritime electronics company Kelvin Hughes has won a deal to supply Shell International Trading and Shipping Company (STASCO) with 6 sets of its Nucleus 3 radar systems. 

The system includes two Nucleus 3 6000 radar, a Nucleus 3 6000 ECDIS, Nucleus 3 display and a radar interswitch unit. 

--------------- 

 Transas orders for GMDSS simulators in Indonesia and Hong Kong 
http://www.transas.com 

Transas Marine Pacific (Singapore) has won a contract to supply a GMDSS (global maritime distress and safety system) simulate for the Pertamina Marine Education and Training Centre in Jakarta, Indonesia. 

The system has 12 PC-based trainee workstations, two Transas mini GMDSS consoles and an instructor station. 

Another order was received from the Marine Department of the Government of Hong Kong, to supply a similar network in the port's simulation centre, including an instructor station, and 6 interactive PC based trainee workstations and a GMDSS console. 

------------- 

Danish Navy agreement with Primar 
http://www.primar.org 

The Royal Danish Navy has signed an agreement with electronic chart distribution service Primar, allowing it to deal with Primar directly without an intermediate distributor. 

The Navy will be able to download charts and updates directly from Primar to the navy supplier office, which then redistributes the charts to vessels. 

The Danish Navy plans to equip 30 vessels with type approved electronic chart display and information systems (ECDIS) running official Primar electronic charts. Over 50 vessels will be equipped over the longer term. A specially developed "military layer" will overlay the chart information. 

In a separate deal, Transas Eurasia, representative of the Transas group in Russia, has signed a distributor agreement with Primar, the European electronic navigation chart co-ordinating centre. 

Transas Eurasia is the fourth Transas company after Transas Europe, Transas Scandinavia and Transas UK to co-operate with Primar on ENC distribution. Electronic chart users in Russia can receive access to the official S-57 chart data produced by Hydrographic Offices of Denmark, Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden and Great Britain. 

-------------- 

Offshore wins USCG orders 
http://www.osl.com 

Vancouver-based electronic chart company Offshore Systems International (OSL) has won orders worth $525,000 from the US Coast Guard under a previously announced blanket purchase agreement. The orders are for electronic chart systems, charts and related services. 

“The U.S. Coast Guard is one of Offshore’s long-time customers," says OSL. “These new contracts will broaden their capabilities for electronic navigation in U.S. domestic waters, and the system components will enhance their capabilities to the highest levels of our product range.” 

Marine Surveyor e-newsletter

KiwiMarineHK@compuserve.com 
Mike Wall of Kiwi Marine Consultants, Hong Kong, has launched a monthly e-newsletter, Flashlight, aimed at marine surveyors. To subscribe, write to Mike on the address above. 

AVECS VDR type approved

http://www.avecs.de 

Maritime electronics company AVECS reports that its voyage data recorder has now been type approved by German approval body BSH (Bundesamt für Seeschifffahrt und Hydrographie) to certify that it meets IMO regulations.

Twenty AVECS voyage data recorders have already been installed, with customers including Super Fast Ferries and passenger vessels AIDA and MS Arkona. 

--------

KMSS launches Maritime-eCampus.com

http://www.maritime-ecampus.com
Kongsberg Maritime Ship Systems (KMSS) has launched Maritime-eCampus, an internet portal service for maritime training.

Training colleges can use the portal software (with their own branding if they like) as a means of hosting training materials and providing results to students; they can provide courses, including ship simulations, to students anywhere in the world and provide remote tuition and advice. The software has a system to help instructors keep track of student's progress and interact with them. 

"More and more maritime training is taking place outside the traditional classroom, and we are convinced that e-learning is the future for the maritime industry," says Kongsberg. 

--------

S G Brown launches lightweight VDR

http://www.vosperthornycroft.com
UK company S G Brown has launched a lightweight voyage data recorder, which it claims is the "lightest and most compact VDR on the market." It is expected to prove particularly attractive to fast ferry operators and owners of smaller ships. The lightweight unit has the same specifications as S G Brown's standard VDR unit.



Leica Marine fits AIS on Grand Princess

http://www.leica-geosystems.com
Leica Geosystems has won an order from Princess Cruises to install an Automatic Identification System (AIS) onboard its luxury cruise ship Grand Princess. 

According to Steven Spendlove, electrical superintendent for Princess Cruises, the company intends to outfit its entire 20-ship cruise fleet with AIS if the sea trials on the Grand Princess are successful; it expects to be one of the first cruise shipping companies to fit its entire fleet with AIS. 

Navigate using a Palm Pilot

US software company Northport Systems has developed software which enables navigation using a Palm Pilot. 

Northport has written software for the Palm operating system, which supports GPS mapping. The software can be used to upload standard electronic maps and charts into a Palm Portable Digital Assistant (PDA); users can also plug in a GPS receiver, so they can see where they are on the chart. 

Norcontrol wins Dubai VTS deal

http://www.norcontrolit.com/
Norcontrol IT of Norway has won a deal to update the vessel traffic management and information systems for the Dubai Ports Authority at Jebel Ali Port, the world’s largest man made port.

Norcontrol will supply a vessel traffic management and information system with associated database. The upgrade includes radar, automatic identification system receivers, VHF communications, meteorological and hydrological information and a closed circuit television (CCTV) system. 

HydroComp launches

Ship performance analysis and design software company HydroComp has launched Version 4 of its NavCad software, which connects the system into Microsoft Excel or Visual Basic. This can also make it possible to integrate the HydroComp system with other marine design software. 

Solar Solve website multilingual 

http://www.solasolv.com
Solar Solve Marine, which produces retractable solar screens for ship’s bridges, has translated its website into eight languages. Its marketing and technical information is now available in English, German, Norwegian, Spanish, Italian, Japanese, Korean and Chinese. 

DNV approval for Poseidon GMDSS simulation

http://www.poseidon.no
Poseidon Simulation of Norway has received a DNV product certificate for its GMDSS simulator tool, Class A. The DNV certificate guarantees that the system can simulate a realistic environment. 

