I look fat in my photo

[reference Digital Ship print magazine, November, page 31]

Oh my God!  I've GOT to lose at least 30 pounds ... that's one of the worst photos of me I have ever had the mispleasure of seeing in print.  I wish I was 10 years younger and 50 pounds lighter.  

Romy Schneider said of Peter O'Toole in the movie What's New Pussycat, "You know, when the light hits you in a certain way, your actually quite handsome!"  I used to be good looking.

Alexander Papachristidis Bove, Seatramp Tankers

Setfair survey was biased

As one of the participants in the setfair survey I have to comment that the context of the questions put to me tended to influence the kind of answers that I gave and I am quite sure that this would have applied to the other respondents in the survey. 

From the start it was made quite clear that the survey was "internet-related" and I have no doubt at all that it was because of this that 34% of the respondents made the absurd response that the internet was the main influence on the maritime industry.
With the exception of container lines, for which internet booking services might indeed represent a revolution in their method of doing business, e-mail and the internet are a useful management tool, but the main influence on their actual business remains, as ever, the balance between supply of cargo and actual physical, occasionally rusty tonnage. 

The light-speed movement of electrons might be the wave of the future in many industries, but in the maritime industry it is still the thirteen-knot speed of very large pieces of steel that make or break the whole sector.
As an aside, with reference to your article on Dataworks toying with the name "shipbrokersexchange.com",  I cannot help but recall the awkward experience of trying to explain to a very devout muslim Jordanian why setting up a company called Jordanian International Ship Management was perhaps not a good idea...
Yours electronically, 

Michael N Papaioannou 
Director, Helikon Shipping Enterprises Limited 
E-Mail: helikon@helikship.com 

