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Problems with AIS

There are more manufacturers pouring themselves into the AIS fray all the time; it seems like a daft move for a manufacturer to make when there is precious little to distinguish any of the products. 

Shipping companies have to make a decision about whether they want a unit type approved by Germany's BSH, generally considered the most demanding type approval body, or want to cut prices and buy an AIS not type approved by BSH; once this decision is made it comes down to the price. 

Introducing the AIS systems is very messy. An AIS box has much less technology than you find in a cellular phone and costs Euro 10,000 and upwards, but there's no guarantee that its going to interoperate with other AIS systems until you put it on your ship and try to find out. 

There are already lots of other transponder systems in use, such as the network operated in Iceland, which may not interoperate with the standard IMO system. 

Also there is the tricky issue of determining who is responsible for ensuring that the data received on a ship's AIS is correct and who is to blame for an AIS assisted accident. 
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Cultural changes

More disturbing is the possible threat to shipping's highly evolved business culture which this international regulation represents. The fact that shipping has never had any powerful regulatory bodies, as other transport modes do, is one of the industry's most defining characteristics; this is all about to change. 

