European Union makes agreement on AIS requirements

http://europa.eu.int/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/l24243.htm
The European Union has reached agreement on its requirements for Automatic Identification Systems. 

The ambition is to establish a monitoring, control and information syste for shipping, to enhance safety and efficiency of traffic and prevent pollution by ships. 

The directive covers ships of over 300gt, except for warships, recreational craft, fishing vessels under 45 metres and ships used for non-commercial public service. 

Ships must notify their arrival prior to entry into European Community ports. Ships entering the “area of competence” of a coastal station with a mandatory reporting system approved by IMO must participate in it.

Ships entering the “area of competence” of a vessel traffic service must comply with any IMO-approved ship routing systems, and must use the vessel traffic services. 

Any ship calling at a port in the Community must be fitted with an Automatic Identification System to IMO standards. Any ship calling at a port must be fitted with a voyage data recorder. 

Shippers are under obligations to ensure that accurate detailed information about the cargo is sent to the shipmaster and this corresponds to any dangerous goods onboard. 

Various information about the ship and cargo must be notified to the authorities of the port of departure, if in the European Community. member states must co-operate to ensure interoperability of their national information systems to exchange information about them.

“Appropriate” measures must be taken for ships posing a hazard to shipping, with a view to preventing or reducing their risk to safety or the environment. 
Co-operation must be arranged between the European Commission and Member States with a view to future development of the European monitoring, control and information system for maritime traffic, covering development of links between coastal stations and port authorities and extension of the coverage of the European monitoring system. 

Efforts must be made to improve management of information about shipping, one of the tasks of the European Maritime Safety Agency. 

