CMA maritime anti-terrorism survey

http://www.maritimesecuritygroup.com
A survey into maritime security, made among members of the Connecticut Maritime Association, USA, found some interesting views. 

Respondents thought that the most likely maritime terrorist threat was putting a weapon inside a dry box container; respondents thought that the 2 per cent of containers which are currently visually inspected by the US Customs should increase by 5 per cent, and there should be investment in technologies such as electronic documentation, electronic seals and x-ray technologies.

The issue of ships defending themselves was highly contentious, with 50 per cent of respondent saying ships should be provided with firearms and 50 per cent saying they shouldn’t.  The presumption was that both firearms onboard and ship security officers would provoke terrorists. The issue of ship security officers was also contentious. 

The survey identified a strong sentiment that ships do not have sufficient staff to assume the additional duties of a ship security officer.  The reason is that ships are already often overwhelmed with paper work and would see the requirement as “one more manual on the bookshelf”.  

The captain already is the ship security officer; that is his job, said one respondent. 

Respondents identified that ships are not staffed to man surveillance cameras and stern facing radar.  

Ships have been forced to reduce crew numbers down to the point that they cannot undertake additional assignments without sacrificing other work assigned and ultimately ship safety.

SUBHEAD

Port security

The proposed new rules would create the position of port facility security officer who would have important new duties.  Among these duties respondents thought that this officer should be empowered to refuse entry of a ship to the port facility for cause.  

This would be an important new power that certainly has the potential to cause abuse of the system and create unintended results.  

52 per cent of respondents thought that a (ship) company security officer should have the authority to reject a port for security reasons, another new power that can again have unintended ramifications.

SUBHEAD

AIS 

Important concerns were identified by the survey on the subject of Automatic Identification System, or AIS as it is known in the trade.  This is the feature that ships would install to identify the ship and its progress by electronic means.  

Although 93 per cent of respondents agreed with the need for AIS, 77 per cent felt that this capability should extend to ships smaller than the proposed 500GRT and 76 per cent thought that the capability should be of a longer range than VHF (line of sight).  

There is a feeling that terrorists would again use smaller ships like the motorized inflatable used to attack the USS Cole.  

There was strong support for fitting ships with an alarm to be activated onboard ship to alert authorities of a terrorist hijacking, and even that the cost of the device should be born by the ship owner.  Interestingly 37 per cent of respondents felt that the alarm should not be silent.

The importance of jurisdiction for the rules remains paramount to the industry. As we all know, there is no single regulatory body with the power to enforce regulations such as these internationally. 

The industry is familiar with the US Coast Guard and 90 per cent of respondents identified the Coast Guard as the best unit to manage and control maritime security in the United States.  

However training needs to be part of an international effort and thus 86 per cent felt that training should be developed by the IMO.  84 per cent thought that the IMO should develop requirements for ship security plans while implementation should be the responsibility of the ship owners.

The survey asked which concerns rated highest for people in the maritime industry.  “Getting reliable information” rated highest while number two was to “Avoid dealing with multiple governmental agencies”. 

 Interestingly “Being part of the decision making process” rated lower on the list.  “Expense of expected new legislation” also rated lower, but “avoiding time delays” rated highly. 

BOX TEXT
The survey was designed and written up by the Maritime Security Group, co-founded by John E Mangels, previously operations support manager in general operations department of the Stolt Nielsen Transportation Group. See http://www.maritimesecuritygroup.com 

























































































































