MAGAZINE NEWS FILE September
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Dramatic growth in OceanConnect.com

http://www.oceanconnect.com

Bunker e-procurement service OceanConnect.com is reporting dramatic growth. The amount of tonnage sold on the site was 486,984 tons in the second quarter of 2001, up from 100,196 tons in the first quarter and 24,425 tons in the final quarter of 2000. 

The percentage of deals actually closed online stands at 81 per cent for the second quarter of 2001, up from 64 per cent in the first quarter and 35 per cent in the final quarter of 2000. 

OceanConnect CEO Tom Reilly comments that offline brokers typically close around 60 per cent of all deals they work on. “That’s a reflection on the value that online purchasing brings,” he says. 

Jonathan Elder joins Brand

http://www.brandcomms.com

Maritime communications specialist Jonathan Elder has joined Brand Communications, a company providing software for radio and satellite communications. At Brand, he will be leading the company’s entry into the maritime market and developing business with mobile network operators. 

Mr Elder was one of the original founders of e-procurement company Setfair and before that was closely involved in the development of mobile data applications at Inmarsat and BTCellnet. He has also been a director of the Mobile Data Association. 

--------

Baltic data only on Baltic Exchange.com

http://www.balticexchange.com

The Baltic Exchange.com has announced that in future, the only way to access its 48 daily indices of freight market information will be via its platform balticexchange.com and on the Baltic’s physical trading floor. It will no longer be put on general release. 

Users will be able to access the daily indices by taking out a subscription to BalticExchange.com (UKP £2,000 per annum). Crucially, rival e-chartering sites LevelSeas and AXSMarine will not be able to put the data on their sites. 

The Baltic believes that its market information, including freight rate indicators, has substantial commercial value. Further, there have been instances of charterers using the rate data to deal directly with the owner, thus cutting out the broker which provided the data to the system free of charge in the first place. 

“It is unacceptable for the Baltic Exchange as a shipbroking market to see its members lose out in this way and that such commercially valuable information should, in effect, be available without charge in the public arena,” says the Baltic. 

COSCO and MISC join CargoSmart

http://www.cargosmart.com

CargoSmart, the container-booking portal backed by shipping line OOCL, has announced that it has been joined by shipping lines COSCO Container Lines and MISC.

“Joining this growing network of carriers is a strategic move for our business,” says Ms. Ye Qingyuan, deputy manager of e-commerce with COSCON. “Providing our customers with the ability to review the supply chain process from one place will increase their efficiency levels, reduce their administrative costs and enhance their level of satisfaction with our service.” 

The deal is a major milestone for CargoSmart, which had always wanted to evolve into a platform for multiple carriers rather than just OOCL. 

CargoSmart claims that it currently has 500 companies as customers, using the service an average of 8000 times a month. 

CargoSmart sees GT Nexus and INTTRA as its main competitors, both being shipping line-backed portals. Until now, Cargosmart had been considered by many to be in third place, since it was only backed by one shipping line. 

This deal changes everything, and means that Cargosmart could well emerge as the main point of contact for shippers and shipping lines in Asia, placing it in a very powerful position. 

The service provides shippers with information about their cargos, including real time event notification, tariffs, online booking processing and tools to share information with trade partners. It plans to offer online bill of lading processing and shipment instructions shortly. 
First customers for LevelSeas

http://www.levelseas.com

E-chartering company LevelSeas reports that, six weeks after the initial product launch on July 1, 2001, it has 13 companies as paid subscribers. These are Cargill (the first subscriber), Rio Tinto, Billiton, Bocimar, AP Møller, Mitsubishi, BP, Shell, Stehn & Co, Glencore, Coeclerici, Teekay and V Ships. 

Together these companies account for 350 individual users (ie people) and cover half the total of the LevelSeas sales target for the year 2001, an undisclosed amount but described as being in the seven-figure range for UK pounds, Levelseas claims. All of the deals are subscription deals to use the system, and none are exclusive, which means that the companies are still free to use other e-chartering companies. 

Cynics have already been quick to point out that no figures have yet been made available about the volume of business these companies intend to transact over the system. Insiders have claimed that many of the companies have been allowed to use the system free of charge. 

International mining company BHP Billiton has committed to increase its shareholding in e-chartering site LevelSeas to 5.7 per cent from its current 2.6 per cent. It has an option to increase its shareholding to 10 per cent, linked to the volume of business it puts through the site. 

Dietze, McQuilling and Weber launch Strategic’s TankerIMX 

http://www.strategicIMX.com

Strategic Software, which supplies communications software to the maritime industry, has launched TankerIMX, a tool to enable communications flow between tanker brokers, charterers and owners. It is created in association with leading tanker brokers Dietze, McQuilling and Charles R Weber. 

The software simplifies the management of databases of ship positions and cargo orders between the companies involved. Rather than having brokers, charterers and owners sending each other 2,000 e-mails and faxes a day with information about various vessels, they can simply update each other’s databases as they choose. 

Strategic is proud to report that release 1.0 of TankerIMX was delivered within six months after work started, on time and within budget. 

"The shipping industry has long represented a deep reservoir of potential for work process improvement in the areas of data, document and information management and exchange,” say Dietze, McQuilling and Charles R Weber in a joint statement.

“Only recently, however, has the technology of the internet arrived at a place where realization of this potential is within the reach of many. Wise application of the internet by those intimately familiar with the industry, its players and work processes is critical to successfully integrating web-based connectivity and achieving real cost and timesavings."
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Danzas, Panalpina and Schenker join INTTRA

http://www.inttra.com
Shipping-line backed container booking site INTTRA has announced that freight forwarders Danzas, Panalpina, Kuehne and Nagel and Schenker will be using the service. Under the deal, the three companies will connect their operations into INTTRA’s INTTRA-LINK system. 

"INTTRA-LINK will extend the scope of our existing logistics systems into the ocean-going supply chain,” says DANZAS. “INTTRA's standardized

integration methodologies and tools will enable us to rapidly enhance the services that we are currently delivering to our customers."  

"INTTRA has mirrored our objective of developing world-leading, fully

optimized global transport networks for cargo flows,” says Panalpina. “Its comprehensive, uniform portal will improve our speed of workflow in ocean freight services."

"We believe the industry is best served by a neutral, industry backed portal,” says Kuehne and Nagel. “We determined that INTTRA is the portal for the industry, providing the best portal to link us to the leading carriers, and support our goal of giving our customers easy visibility of everything that happens in the supply chain.” 

Partnership between GT Nexus and NextLink

http://www.gtnexus.com
Shipping line-backed e-logistics company GT Nexus has formed a partnership with NextLink, which provides regulatory content and trade compliance software. 

Under the arrangement, the two companies will work together to develop a trade and logistics management information system. Customers can manage regulatory compliance as part of the transportation management. 

GT Nexus has launched Forwarder Private Network (FPN), an e-logistics solution designed to help freight forwarders manage their shipments, integrating directly with the back office systems of the ocean carriers which use GT Nexus. 

GT Nexus has also formed an alliance with Cleartrack Information Network, a supply chain event management firm, to develop a combined service offering which helps shippers track shipments across different transport modes. 

The company claims that it has completed integration with the back office systems of the shipping lines which back it, including APL, CP Ships, Crowley Liner Services, CSAV, Hanjin, Hyundai, “K” Line, Mitsui O.S.K. Lines, Senator Lines, Wan Hai, Yang Ming and the Zim Israel Navigation Company.  

NYK Line revamps FROM

http://www.nykline.com

The NYK Line Logistics Technology Institute (NYKLTI), part of shipping line NYK, has revamped its fleet tracking system FROM (Fleet RemOte Monitoring system). The service will be used within NYK and also placed on general sale. 

The new system, dubbed intranet FROM (i-FROM) enables users to share information about vessel movements over a local area network, without requiring any special software. 

The system displays the vessel’s latest positions on a map, shows past sailing route, allows quick calculation of estimated time of arrival and displays past sailing route. 

An optional feature is “Seajack Alarm,” which sends out an alarm message to safety authorities any time the FROM system loses communication with a vessel. 

--------

Trade Ship launches Trade Depot for terminals

http://www.tradeshiponline.com

Transportation software company Trade Ship has launched TradeDepot, a tool for day to day management of maintenance and repair operations of container depots and terminals. The software is already installed at Global Terminal and Container Services, New Jersey. 

The software connects to the internet, enabling the depot and business partners to work together on business negotiation and transaction, particularly relating to approval of repairs. It also includes functionality for gathering and transmitting digital images. 

Trade Ship reports that its web-enabled Fleet Management System has been successfully piloted by Greybox Logistics Services, a subsidiary of Transamerica Leasing. The Fleet Management System includes modules for equipment management, tracking, subleasing and maintenance. 

GoReefers opens New Zealand office

http://www.goreefers.com

E-chartering company GoReefers, which specialises in reefer cargo, has opened an office in New Zealand covering the Asia Pacific. The office will concentrate on building up the South Pacific perishables market, with New Zealand being one of the major fruit and meat exporting countries in the region. 

Following the office opening, Joe Pope, chairman of the board of trade New Zealand, joins the board of GoReefers. The company aims to become the leading reefer logistics partner to New Zealand’s exporters of perishables.

GoReefers New Zealand will focus mainly on fruit, but eventually cover all perishables exports such as meat, fish and dairy produce. It will soon launch a local website with information about local shipping schedules, cargo insurance, cargo handling and online freight negotiation. 

Channel Logistics deal with EuroLog

http://www.channellogistics.com

New York based maritime software company Channel Logistics has signed a deal with Euro-Log USA, an e-logistics company, to work together developing an ocean logistics supply chain management system called Ocean-Log. 

The software enables shippers, charterers and third party logistics companies to manage their freight procurement and business relationships.

Bureau Veritas opens virtual outlet on GoReefers

http://www.goreefers.com

Internet platform GoReefers recently signed an agreement with class society Bureau Veritas, which, amongst other things, sees Bureau Veritas launching an outlet at the ReeferPlaza shopping mall.

Services available for order include: Pre-Shipment inspection, Container Inspection & Sealing, Sampling, Quantity & Quality Confirmation, Claims Verification, Traceability Audits, HACCP Certification and Vessel Classification. 

--------

Maritime operations, 4,5,6 

Offshore wins $5m contract with Danish Navy

http://www.osl.com

Vancouver-based electronic navigational company Offshore Systems International Ltd has won a $5m contract to provide its Electronic Chart Precise Integrated Navigation System (ECPINS) and related navigation products to the Royal Danish Navy. 

The contract was put together with the help of Furuno Danmark AS, a subcontractor of Offshore Systems. OSI is particularly pleased about this contract, because it is the first NATO ECDIS (electronic chart display and information system) contract it has won outside Canada. 

The contract includes IMO type-approved ECDIS systems, ECPINS systems, radar processors, voyage data recorders and navigation recorders. Offshore will handle supply, installation and commissioning of equipment and systems. 

--------

Queen Mary 2 chooses Kelvin Hughes bridge system

http://www.kelvinhughes.com

Cunard Line has announced that a Kelvin Hughes fully integrated bridge system is to be installed onboard its new ship, Queen Mary 2. Construction of the 345 metre long vessel is due to commence in January 2002, with a launch date at some point in 2003.

The flat screen bridge system, supplied by Kelvin Hughes, will comprise eight screens, which integrate and control the navigation systems, radars, dynamic positioning system and engine monitoring capability. 

--------

Princess Cruises chooses onboard blood analysis service

http://www.abaxis.com

ABAXIS, a California-based company which supplies blood analysis systems, will be fitting 12 of its systems onboard Princess Cruises vessels. The ABAXIS system will replace slide-based technology previously used by Princess for onboard blood analysis. 

Using the system, Princess will be able to obtain blood test results in 15 minutes. "This agreement validates ABAXIS' business model, proving that a diverse market exists for our Piccolo blood analysis system,” says ABAXIS. 

Each of Princess' shipboard medical centres is staffed by up to two British-certified doctors and up to five British-certified nurses, all of whom are full-time maritime medicine specialists. Princess ships also carry up to seven portable automated external defibrillators, which are strategically located in passenger areas to assist in the treatment of sudden cardiac arrest.

RTM Star Centre to train Silversea Cruises engineers

http://www.star-centre.com

Florida-based maritime training centre STAR (simulation, training, assessment and research) has signed a deal with Silversea Cruises to develop a simulator-based engine room resource management course. The course will include team building, situational awareness, effective communications, stress management, fatigue, and cultural diversity.

The Silversea engineering team will learn ”the secret of anticipation and situational awareness; how to obtain relevant information early; building a detailed and shared mental model of the situation; how to be prepared; how to make realistic decisions sensitive to constraints; how to share the workload; and, how to monitor progress by cross checking each other,” STAR claims. 

--------

Nautical Institute holds computer based training conference

http://www.nautinst.org

The Nautical Institute has announced plans to hold its second computer based training at sea (CBT@Sea) conference on November 7-8, 2001 in London. 

The fee is UKP £350 for two days, reducing to UKP 300 for Nautical Institute members. A special dinner on the night of November 7 is charged at UKP £45. 

--------

Belgium joins Primar

http://www.primar.org

Primar, the offical European regional electronic navigational chart (ENC) co-ordinating centre, has concluded a co-operation agreement with the Hydrographic Office of the Flemish Region (Belgium).

This means that 13 national hydrographic offices are making their ENC data available through Primar, and Primar builds its role further as a central house for most ENCs in Europe. It nearly completes Primar’s coverage of the southern North Sea. 

C-MAP charts work on Litton ECDIS

http://www.litton-marine.com

Electronic charts company C-MAP has announced that its proprietary CM-93 format electronic charts now work on Litton Marine’s ECDIS (electronic chart display and information system). 

C-MAP claims that it produces the world’s most complete and accurate vector electronic chart database. The charts can be updated automatically over a ship-shore communications link. 

The charts are highly compressed, with one CD covering the whole world, including all ports, harbours and coasts. 

-------- 

Kongsberg wins orders in Japan

http://www.norcontrol.no

KMSS Ship Control, part of Kongsberg Maritime Ship Systems, has received an extensive order from Nippon Yusen Kaisha NYK. The Japanese ship owner aims to fits its 135 vessels with the KMSS Autronica BS-100 fire detection equipment.

Autronica is a type approved and includes features such as historical event logging, software, which distinguishes between real fire conditions and a “non-fire” phenomena as well as a system that allows faulty or damaged detectors to be reported without compromising the functioning of the equipment as a whole.

KMSS has also reported orders for its AutroCARGO Tank Level Gauging and Custody Transfer Systems worth around $1m.

--------

United Arab Shipping uses AMOS

http://www.xantic.net

Middle East shipping line United Arab Shipping Company (UASC) has ordered AMOS maintenance and purchasing system, developed by Xantic (previously SpecTec). 

The system will be used at the company’s head office in Kuwait and its regional office in Dubai; 23 vessels will be fitted with the shipboard version, AMOS Express. UASC will also be using the AMOS ship-shore communication system for e-mail and data transfer. 

UASC comments that it intends to allow seafarers to use the system, e-mailing friends and family members from onboard. 

--------

MedAire founder Arizona’s entrepreneur of the year

http://www.medaire.com

Joan Sullivan Garrett, CEO of MedAire, which provides remote medical assistance to vessels, has been named Arizona’s Entrepreneur of the Year in a ceremony sponsored by accountants Ernst and Young. 

S G Brown launches voyage data recorder 

http://www.tssuk.co.uk

S G Brown Ltd, part of Vosper Thornycroft, has launched a voyage data recorder to meet IMO requirements. It interfaces with bridge, navigation and engine room equipment onboard the vessels and can store data for up to 4 months of operation. 

--------

A P Møller orders training systems from DMI

http://www.dmi-online.dk

A P Møller, parent company of shipping line Maersk, has ordered 16 SimFlex onboard training software licenses for seafarers from the Danish Maritime Institute (DMI). 

The systems will be used in training cadets in rules of the road and general ship handling. The system was tested onboard vessel Sally Maersk as part of European Union-funded research into possibilities for distance learning for seafarers on duty. 

--------

Atlantis Interactive launches ShipCheck

http://www.maritimeprogress.com

Maritime software company Atlantis Interactive has launched ShipCheck, software to help shipboard staff carry out inspections of vessels and associated equipment. The software indicates which equipment requires inspection and which specific problems and defects need to be corrected. 

--------

Ship Analytics launches LPG training simulator

http://www.shipanalytics.com

Ship Analytics has launched a training simulator for liquid petroleum gas (LPG) simulators, covering all necessary operations onboard a refrigerated LPG vessel. 

The simulator has a special “instructor module,” with a knowledge management system compiled from many skilled LPG operators, which allows the system to assess the efficiency of student operations, analyse operating procedures and recommend refinements. 

The operator can simulate full control of all the items included within a system, including valves, pumps and monitoring equipment. 

--------

Autoship Systems supplies SPS to Westwood Shipping

http://www.autoship.com

Autoship Systems has signed with Westwood Shipping Lines to develop a Stowage Planning System (SPS) for seven new break bulk/container

vessels. According to Autosip, the SPS will aim to improve the efficiency and flexibility of both stowage planning and cargo tracking operations. 

--------

Surplus parts on tribon.com

http://www.tribon.com
Shipyard design software company Tribon Solutions has put functionality on its Tribon.com portal for trading surplus materials between shipyards under an auction.

Belfast based shipyard Harland and Wolff has already initiatied 182 auctions, Tribon reports, and plans further auctions on valves and cable material. 

MAREX makes moves towards independence 

http://www.marex.com

Recreational boating e-procurement company MAREX reports that it will be equalising the relationships it has with boat builders and suppliers which trade on the system. 

“For many months, the recreational marine industry has been telling us that Marex’s perception in the marketplace was not one of neutrality, and that our relationship with Genmar Holdings, Inc. was perceived as an impediment to moving forward with competing boat builders,” says Marex. 

“We were advised that putting all boat builders and suppliers on equal footing would allay concerns with new customers going forward,” the company says. “Genmar has agreed to sign a new premium builder’s contract to replace the original agreement entered into in April of 2000.”

“Further, Genmar has agreed to give back to Marex all 2,937,337 warrants it was issued pursuant to the Warrant Agreement signed in April of 2000. Genmar remains a shareholder in Marex through its stock ownership in the company.”

Marex recently slashed the number of staff on the payroll from 71 to 46 in a bid to reduce costs. In the second quarter of 2001, $6.8m orders were pushed through the system, an increase of 76 per cent over the first quarter of the year. 

Norwegian Maritime Equipment grows 50 per cent

http://www.nme.no

Norwegian Maritime Equipment (NME), a dealer in second-hand equipment to the maritime industry, comments that it expects to achieve a turnover of NOK 50m this year ($5.5m), an increase of 50 per cent on the year 2000. 

Half of the turnover is generated over the company’s website, it says, which is currently receiving 2,000 requests a year for information about parts. The requests are responded to automatically.

Clients include Bergesen, Mobil Oil, Santa Fe, Single Buoy Mooring, Acomarit, Nortrans Offshore, Stolt Offshore, Seabulk Offshore and Smedvig Offshore. 

MeCA website Launched

http://www.meca.org.uk

The Maritime e-Commerce Association (MeCA), founded in March 2001, as a non-profit making consortium of companies dedicated to promoting and developing e-business and online trading in the maritime sector, has launched www.meca.org.uk.

The site features discussion forums and a resource centre for maritime companies to actively participate in the development of electronic industry standards and get the most out of e-business.

“Uniquely, the site provides an independent forum for maritime companies to add their valuable expertise and experience” says Martin Taylor of MarineProvider, who is the acting chairman of MeCA.

--------

Ship-shore communications p6

Xantic launches MPDS

http://www.xantic.net
Ship-shore communications company Xantic (formed from Station 12, SpecTec and Telstra) has launched a mobile packet data service (MPDS) over its Inmarsat Global Area Network (GAN) service. It is not yet available for maritime. 

MPDS enables continuous online connections. Users only pay per actual transmitted data packets, rather than for the time spent online. There are no costs involved for reading received information. 

Xantic has rationalised its internet services. The Telstra BigPond onboard internet service will be discontinued on October 1 with customers moved over to Station 12’s WebLink free of charge. 

Xantic has launched ChatCard, a prepaid voice calling card intended for seafarers. The card works for calls over Inmarsat -A, -B, -M, mini-M and GAN; a 500 unit card is priced at $70 and can be used for 12 months after the first phone call. 

Shipping company Spliethoff and Seacrew Rotterdam comments that it is already using the system. 

Thrane and Thrane introduces eCMail

http://www.tt.dk

Danish satellite communications company Thrane and Thrane has launched eCMail, a Windows based messaging system for Inmarsat -C communications. It describes eCMail as being similar to Microsoft Outlook. It works with Thrane and Thrane’s Inmarsat C Capsat communications hardware. 

The software can be downloaded free of charge from Thrane and Thrane’s website, at http://www.tt.dk/ecmail.

American Eagle uses ChartCo

http://www.chartco.com

American Eagle Tankers, a subsidiary of Neptune Orient Lines (NOL) has signed up with ChartCo’s ChartManager satellite chart update service. After a three-month trial period, American Eagle ordered 19 installations for its entire fleet.

The company says it chose the ChartCo service because of its good value, safety benefits and the positive feedback from the crew during the trial. Lim Tau Kok, general manager of Neptune Ship Management Services explains, “Safety and environmental protection are two of our main policies.

Rydex provides IMC news service

http://www.rydex.com

Ship-shore communications company Rydex, part of Inmarsat Ventures, is now providing an IMC news services for seafarers. 

Seafarers can receive international news and country-specific news from Greece, India and Philippines. Weather information is also provided. The news can be provided in either plain text or Adobe Acrobat (pdf) format. 

--------

XANTIC provides messaging to Easylink

http://www.xantic.com

Messing company Easylink Services Corporation, which recently acquired maritime messaging company GN Comtext in a bid to enter the maritime industry, has announced a co-operative agreement with Xantic (previously SpecTec and Station 12). 

Under the agreement, Xantic will provide ship-shore messaging services to Easylink over its Inmarsat land earth stations in the Netherlands and Australia. The primary service is expected to be high volume telex. 

--------

Network Telex launches multi-message product

http://www.telex-net.com

Network Telex, which claims to provide Telex services to 65 per cent of UK shipping companies with a telex line, has launched a multi message product, which integrates telex with e-mail, fax and GN Comtext communications.

Users can create messages in whatever e-mail software they have, including Lotus Notes and Microsoft Exchange, send it to a specific e-mail address@telex-net.com, and the message can then be transferred to fax or telex. The copmany charges £200 per annum for an account plus call charges.

Recent orders include Oceanic Shipping and Chartering and Andros Maritime, London; Seatrade Reefer Chartering, Belgium; Lorentzen Shipping, Brazil; Rennies Group, South Africa; Diamond Shipping, Kenya; United Arab Shipping Co, Dubai and Inchcape Abu Dhabi Coastguards, Canada.

--------

Seattle AIS conference

http://www.marineexchangesea.com

The Marine Exchange of Puget Sound, Seattle (USA), is hosting a seminar about Automatic Identification Systems (AIS) for vessels on October 10 this year. 

It will cover issues such as compatibility of equipment, costs involved in purchasing and maintaining this equipment, what happens to the information collected by the regulators, who pay for the infrastructure to operate the system and much 

more. 

“We see that none of these [AIS] manufacturers have made a radio that will comply with the IMO, in other words that will speak from one to another,” comments Bob Bohlman of Marine Exchange of Puget Sound. “There are a tremendous amount of hidden costs involved here and we are just trying to make the "salesmen" won up to that fact and tell the maritime industry what the real costs are going to be.” 

“Who, for instance is going to pay for the base stations all around the various harbours that will be needed to handle messages every 2 second from ships underway?” asks Mr Bohlman. 

GN Comtext sold to Easylink Services

http://www.gn.com

http://www.easylink.com

Easylink Services, a provider of messaging services, formerly known as Mail.com, has acquired GN Comtext from Danish GN Great Nordic. 

The development was caused by ‘years of unsatisfactory financial performance by GN Comtext”, says Great Nordic. For Easylink, the acquisition promises expansion opportunities in Europe, which has so far only provided 20 per cent of the company’s revenue. Easylink also hopes to increase its emphasis on the maritime industry as a result of the deal. 

Easylink promises to try to keep GN Comtext’s customer base, particularly regarding messaging services. Mr Fallon says, “Easylink is committed to messaging business more than GN Comtext was. Voice business is peripheral to our company’s mission as we are focused on the data side.”

Emphasis on electronic data messaging for a wide range of industries also means that former commitments such as the ITF crew calling project, with involvement of Stratos, “are less likely to be pursued” under the new company. 

Stratos to provide fixed-to-mobile Iridium service

http://www.stratos.ca

Stratos, a provider of communications solutions to the maritime industry, has launched a fixed-to-mobile satellite communication service, StratosConnect, to all Iridium satellite telephones and handsets.  

With this service, customers can call directly to any Iridium satellite phone, dialling directly through Stratos’ satellite earth stations to satellite phones at much lower rates than long distance telephone service providers. 

"Stratos has already shown a deep commitment to leveraging the Iridium network to provide superior global communications to users everywhere,” says Carmen Lloyd, president and CEO of Stratos. 

