FAL 28/19

FAL 28/19

ANNEX 3

Page 1

IMO’s views on e-business

The IMO’s 

The IMO’s Facilitation Committee, for the Convention on Facilitation of International Maritime Traffic, discussed using e-business for clearance of ships at its 29th session (January 7-11). 

Recommended practices and standards for dealing with stowaways have been adopted as amendments to the Convention on Facilitation of International Maritime Organisation 

Ships should be searched for stowaways on leaving high risk ports and measures to stop them from getting onboard should be tightened. 

Any stowaway found on board must be provided with adequate provisioning, accommodation, medical attention and sanitary facilities, with appropriate measures taken to ensure their security, general health, welfare and safety. 

Masters do not need to deviate from their planned voyage to seek the disembarkation of stowaways discovered onboard ship after it has left territorial waters of the country where the stowaways embarked. 

Stowaways inadmissible in the country of disembarkation should be returned to the country where they boarded the vessel. 

A Diplomatic Conference on Maritime Security is scheduled for December 2002, to adopt new regulations to enhance ship and port security and averting shipping fomr becoming a target of international terrorism. 

The committee reviewed a report of a correspondence group on e-business matters, which found that enforcement of usage of electronic tools for clearance of ships was hampered by the lack of appropriate national legislation; costs involved; lack of information sharing between different government authorities; the large number of parties involved; lack of examples of usage; commercial pressures; and the level of governmental commitment. 

The Committee previously agreed that EDI should be encouraged to the point where it is used exclusively for ships arriving and leaving at port. It approved a strategy to promote the use of electronic means to exchange information wuth the objective of harmonizing and simplifying procedures. The aim is the total electronic clearance of ships and cargoes. 

The committee agreed that sharing of information about implementation of EDI by governments would help raise awareness and lead to a better understanding of how implementation of these tools might contribute to management of information, increasing security through advance information and making risk analysis and necessary controls easier and more economically viable. 

The Committee re-established the intersessional correspondence group on E-Business matters to continue to act as a focal point on EDI matters.
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