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Kongsberg develops Maritime e-campus project
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Norwegian maritime electronics company Kongsberg has launched maritime-ecampus, a tool for managing e-learning services over the web.

http://www.maritime-ecampus.com/
The tool is intended for use by maritime education and training organisations, providing them with ready made software they can use to advertise their courses and administrate them online. 

On another level, maritime-campus.com is a website in its own right, operated by Kongsberg. It provides links to all the schools that use the software to manage their own training programs, as a portal for maritime education and training.

“A school can have its own website,” comments Serge Côte, senior project manager e-learning with Kongsberg. “Students can log on.”

Kongsberg offers training establishments three different options. They can put their own courses on their site; Kongsberg can create a set of online starter courses for them; or they can order courses from Kongsberg or other suppliers and put them on the site. 

Crucially, teachers and instructors still manage the courses and exercises available to their students and can track their progress. 

There are “virtual classroom” facilities which can be used for live training sessions, enabling different seafarers to share the same application and enter discussion groups. 

SUBHEAD

Providing the courses  

The portal can be used to actually provide courses themselves, including bridge simulation and theory learning and training exercises, all supplied over the internet. 

It means that seafarers can take their courses whenever it suits them, including onboard the vessel itself, if it has a good enough internet connection. 

Most of the courses have learning elements (where the student actually learns something) and self testing elements (which evaluate how much has been learnt); the results can then be forwarded to an instructor, who can decide if the student passes or fails. 

The involvement of a human instructor, training school and possibility of grades / rewards in the learning process can add a great deal of motivating force to the student, rather than being just faced with a CD-ROM running on a single computer. 

The portal can even be used to provide simulation courses to users with a fast enough internet connection. Retention rates for simulation courses have been estimated at 80 per cent, compared to 20 per cent with theory. “They are a more powerful teaching and learning tool,” comments Mr Côte. 

Because of the cost of developing simulations, students cannot normally take use of simulation software over the internet without first registering themselves to a course. 

