Clarksons Bunker Group becomes OceanConnect UK

http://www.oceanconnect.com

In an unprecedented move from the old school to the new school, the UK bunker purchasing group of shipbrokers Clarksons is now part of OceanConnect UK. Clarksons has also increased its equity holding in OceanConnect. 

Clarksons has been an investor in OceanConnect since the outset and the two companies have worked very closely together, with Clarksons bunker brokers supporting auction-type transactions made over the OceanConnect site. The two companies announced a joint marketing services agreement in March 2001.

However instead of automated transactions made over OceanConnect being supported by human brokers from Clarksons, the brokers will now be directly employed by OceanConnect. 

The move adds five professional bunker brokers to OceanConnect's London group: Mike Ball, Trevor Matthews, John Hawkes, Robert Law and Lee Pritchard. Ocean Connect will handle all transactions previously served by the Clarksons bunker group. The group will operate independently of Clarksons.

Meanwhile, shipowner Dampskibsselskabet Norden, described as "one of the oldest and largest shipowners," operating around 60 tankers and bulkers, has joined ship fuel online trading site OceanConnect as an equity partner.

"We established this partnership because OceanConnect has provided Norden with benefits far beyond traditional fuel brokering," says Norden. "The savings to date have been tremendous.  In light of these results, we wanted to partner with the company that is changing the way bunkers are purchased."  

"We have been using OceanConnect for over a year, and we are saving money on fuel, our largest variable cost.  We're acquiring equity because we know the value of OceanConnect's service. OceanConnect finds the best possible deal, and gives us outstanding pre- and post-fixture support.  

Maersk buys 160 Transas ECDIS

http://www.transas.com
Shipping line Maersk has placed an order for Transas electronic chart display and information systems (ECDIS) running onboard 160 vessels. The contract was signed between Transas Scandinavia and INFOCOM Systems, a technology subsidiary of A P Møller, Maersk's parent company. 

The vessels will be supplied with a Navi-Sailor 2400 ECDIS with radar overlay over the electronic charts. They will also have a full world folio of Transas' own electronic charts and a subscription to the Transas chart correction service. Transas will supply its weather forecast information service, Weather Wizard, onto each ship. 

Transas is also supplying an office ECDIS system for the A P Møller head office in Copenhagen and 6 simulator training systems for installation at Maersk training centres. 

Installations of the systems will be carried out by Maersk engineers. Transas Scandinavia will arrange a dedicated installation training course for Maersk Engineers in Gothenburg. 

Maersk has been evaluating the system since February this year, when it installed a Transas ECDIS, including a Weather Wizard application onboard its container vessel M/S Chastine Maersk. 

The trial lasted three months, with the vessel running between Europe and Asia. 

According to reports received from Chastine Maersk, this weather forecast service has had a highly beneficial input on the optimisation of the container ship's route planning process.

On November 29, 2001, four Transas employees from the St. Petersburg office were officially commended by being awarded with Admiral Lazarev Silver Medals for their outstanding contribution to the 'development of information technologies in navigation'. The medals were issued by the Maritime Council of St. Petersburg, which is an association of the city's chief marine officers and maritime officials.

Samsung develops first electricity-powered LNG vessel

http://www.shi.samsung.co.kr

Samsung Heavy Industries has completed what it believes to be the first electricity powered liquefied natural gas (LNG) vessel. 

The vessel is 147,000 cubic metres capacity and has propellers powered by electricity, generated by burning the LNG in the cargo hold, rather than having a separate supply of fuel. 

Samsung claims that the LNG-powered ship is more economically efficient than using conventional ship fuel. The turbine is 30 per cent more efficient than conventional engines, which leads to $1m a year savings in fuel costs; further, by powering the ship in this way there is an additional 9,000 cubic metres cargo carrying capacity. 


By burning LNG fuel rather than conventional ship fuel, the amount of carbon oxides generated in boiler combustion is very much reduced. 

IMO addresses maritime security

http://www.imo.org

The International Maritime Organisation (IMO) has announced its plans to address the maritime security issue. It follows a high interest in maritime security at the IMO's 22nd assembly, in London November 19-30.

During the assembly, the delegation of the United States identified a number of specific areas that it felt should be considered, including automatic identification systems on ships; security plans on ships, port facilities and off-shore terminals; identification, verification and background security checks for seafarers; and ensuring a secure "chain of custody" for containers from their port of origin to their destination.

It will hold a maritime security conference in December 2002, adopting new regulations on ship and port security intended to "avert shipping from becoming a target of international terrorism." This conference will meet alongside the scheduled session of the Maritime Safety Committee (MSC). An intersessional working group will meet 11-15 February next year. 

A resolution calls for a review of existing legal and technical measures to prevent and suppress terrorist acts against ships at sea and in port, and improve security onboard and ashore. 

The assembly also agreed a boost of £1.5m to the organisation's technical co-operation program, to "help developing countries address maritime security issues."

------

Moves to create US ship movements database 

http://www.misnadata.org 

The Maritime Information Service of North America (MISNA), a non-profit organisation dedicated to facilitating flow of maritime information, is now providing seven day advance information about US bound ship traffic to the US Office of Naval Intelligence. 

The members of MISNA are maritime associations from 10 major North American seaport communities, including the Marine Exchange of Los Angeles/Long Beach; the Port Bureau and Marine Exchange of the West Gulf (Houston); the Marine Exchange of the San Francisco Bay Region; the Merchants Exchange of Portland (Oregon); the Marine Exchange of Puget Sound (Seattle); the Marine Exchange of the Delaware River and Bay (Philadelphia) and the Chamber of Shipping of British Columbia (Vancouver). 

MISNA tracks and records the movements of over 65 per cent of the total approx 75,000 US vessel calls each year. It collected real time ship movement information from each of the five founding West Coast member port communities and developed a centralised information database. 

"In terms of our overall data gathering and analysis needs, MISNA can save the government countless hours and eliminate a great deal of redundant effort," says a US Navy spokesperson. 

"In areas of seaport information, it became apparent very early after the events of September 11 that maritime associations are the best resource for critical vessel information," said Robert T. Bohlman, MISNA president. 

"Our constituencies in both the private and public sectors have recognized that having timely, accurate access to this information is critical to our nation's ability to not only remain competitive in the increasingly complex global marketplace but also to protect and enhance our seaport security." The group will now work to continue to expand its membership as well as seek to provide additional services to the commercial maritime transportation system users. 

"Now more than at any time in the history of international shipping, instantaneous access to accurate information is as important to our maritime infrastructure as are cranes and warehouses," he says.

iShipExchange and Mariner's Annual partner

http://www.ishipexchange.com

Hong Kong based maritime e-procurement provider iShipExchange and the North American Mariner's Annual have announced the signing of a marketing partnership agreement.

The agreement aims to extend the supplier and customer bases of both companies and to expand their respective marketing opportunities. Mariner's Annual serves over 500 manufacturers and suppliers of marine-related products and equipment, and distributed nearly 8,000 copies of its 2001 Ordering Guide to potential buyers.

Donald Staffin, VP of business strategy and development for iShipExchange said: "This partnership will develop, increase and promote our supplier/buyer database and provide a unique quality of content, from a supplier's viewpoint, on a worldwide basis."

Thrane and Thrane discontinues Nera acquisition

http://www.tt.dk

Thrane and Thrane has decided not to go ahead with its planned acquisition of Nera SatCom AS. No reason has been given. 

Thrane comments that for the 6 months ending October 31, 2001, it expects a turnover of DKK 510-520m ($61m-62m), with an operating profit of DKK 25-30 ($3-$3.6m). 

The company will now focus on extending its position as a leading developer and manufacturer of communications equipment for Inmarsat, including development of a Radio Access Network (RAN) and user terminals for a Broadband Global Area Network (BGAN) running over Inmarsat's next generation satellite system.

Nera has already stated that it is considering legal action against Thrane and Thrane. "Nera's perception is that this is regarded as a clear breach of agreement. We consider it to be very serious that Thrane & Thrane breach an agreement which both is signed and approved by the board of directors, and which expressly obliged them to work actively to give effect to the agreement," comments Nera CEO Bjorn Ove Skjeie.

Xantic and GMA to distribute maritime medical assistance

http://www.xantic.net

Xantic, a provider of marine satellite communications and management systems has agreed together with Global Medical Assistance (GMA) to distribute GMA's medical assistance package via Xantic's messaging service, AmosConnect. 

The Medical Assistance Package is designed to provide medical care for seafarers in non life-threatening cases via an integrated parcel of hardware and software. The package contains details of every crew member. 

In case of an incident the captain is walked through an on-screen program which asks relevant questions such as blood pressure, the patient's temperature and full details of the injury/illness. A digital camera can also be used. Recordings, documents or a complete medical file can be transferred to shore via email. GMA's doctors will then be able to formulate a diagnosis (including treatment plan), which is sent back to the vessel.

France Telecom acquires Inmarsat activities of DeTeSat

http://www.francetelecom-mobilesat.com 

Inmarsat land earth station operator (LESO) France Telecom has acquired the Inmarsat communications activities of fellow LESO DeTeSat, a subsidiary of Deutsche Telekom. Agreement was originally reached between the two parties in July this year.

DeTeSat's Inmarsat traffic will be routed via France Telecom's earth stations in Pleumer Bodou and Aussaguel. The activities are grouped under a new company in Germany, France Telecom Mobile Satellite Communications, directed by Jean-Louis Charléty, currently director of France Telecom's Mobile Services Unit. 

The new company will employ 30 former DeTeSat employees and be dedicated to marketing Inmarsat voice, data and image services and providing customer services. France Telecom has a 16 per cent market share among the LESOs for Inmarsat operations. 

The new company expects to offer lower prices, due to economies of scale resulting from the acquisition. It expects 20 per cent growth in turnover during 2002. 

France Telecom has already launched a new service, Navimail, which provides vessels with data files (e-mail attachments) giving information about wind, pressure, waves, sea surface temperature, security bulletins and satellite images. To use the service, users request a free CD-ROM from France Telecom with software they install on their shipboard computer.

