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Headline news 

Seafarer internet baby

http://www.missiontoseafarers.com

The Mission to Seafarers reports that a Ukranian seafarer saw his two month old son live for the first time, over a webcam. He was using a recently installed videoconferencing facility in an internet café at the Mission to Seafarers in Seal Sands, North Tees, UK.

Staff and fellow seafarers were in tears as they watched the father smiling and waving at his son, the Mission reports. "He was crying with joy. It was just lovely," comments port chaplain Ken Cornforth.

-----

Clarksons Bunker Group becomes OceanConnect UK

http://www.oceanconnect.com

In an unprecedented move from the old school to the new school, the UK bunker purchasing group of shipbrokers Clarksons is now part of OceanConnect UK. Clarksons has also increased its equity holding in OceanConnect. 

Clarksons has been an investor in OceanConnect since the outset and the two companies have worked very closely together, with Clarksons bunker brokers supporting auction-type transactions made over the OceanConnect site. The two companies announced a joint marketing services agreement in March 2001.

However instead of automated transactions made over OceanConnect being supported by human brokers from Clarksons, the brokers will now be directly employed by OceanConnect. 

The move adds five professional bunker brokers to OceanConnect's London group: Mike Ball, Trevor Matthews, John Hawkes, Robert Law and Lee Pritchard. Ocean Connect will handle all transactions previously served by the Clarksons bunker group. The group will operate independently of Clarksons.

Meanwhile, shipowner Dampskibsselskabet Norden, described as "one of the oldest and largest shipowners," operating around 60 tankers and bulkers, has joined ship fuel online trading site OceanConnect as an equity partner.

"We established this partnership because OceanConnect has provided Norden with benefits far beyond traditional fuel brokering," says Norden. "The savings to date have been tremendous.  In light of these results, we wanted to partner with the company that is changing the way bunkers are purchased."  

"We have been using OceanConnect for over a year, and we are saving money on fuel, our largest variable cost.  We're acquiring equity because we know the value of OceanConnect's service. OceanConnect finds the best possible deal, and gives us outstanding pre- and post-fixture support.  

Another recent new equity participant is maritime fuel company Chemoil, which claims to be the world's largest independent ship fuel supplier, has taken equity in bunker e-procurement service OceanConnect. It will use OceanConnect as its exclusive online system for buying and selling fuels. 

Chemoil cited the fact that OceanConnect offers both human broker expertise and online facilities as a main reason for its involvement.

Chemoil launched its own bunker procurement portal, Efueloil.com, in November 1999, together with Japanese trading house Itochu. However the venture did not work, mainly because it was not seen as being independent from Chemoil. 

Maersk buys 160 Transas ECDIS

http://www.transas.com
Shipping line Maersk has placed an order for Transas electronic chart display and information systems (ECDIS) running onboard 160 vessels. The contract was signed between Transas Scandinavia and INFOCOM Systems, a technology subsidiary of A P Møller, Maersk's parent company. 

The vessels will be supplied with a Navi-Sailor 2400 ECDIS with radar overlay over the electronic charts. They will also have a full world folio of Transas' own electronic charts and a subscription to the Transas chart correction service. Transas will supply its weather forecast information service, Weather Wizard, onto each ship. 

Transas is also supplying an office ECDIS system for the A P Møller head office in Copenhagen and 6 simulator training systems for installation at Maersk training centres. 

Installations of the systems will be carried out by Maersk engineers. Transas Scandinavia will arrange a dedicated installation training course for Maersk Engineers in Gothenburg. 

Maersk has been evaluating the system since February this year, when it installed a Transas ECDIS, including a Weather Wizard application onboard its container vessel M/S Chastine Maersk. 

The trial lasted three months, with the vessel running between Europe and Asia. 

According to reports received from Chastine Maersk, this weather forecast service has had a highly beneficial input on the optimisation of the container ship's route planning process.

On November 29, 2001, four Transas employees from the St. Petersburg office were officially commended by being awarded with Admiral Lazarev Silver Medals for their outstanding contribution to the 'development of information technologies in navigation'. The medals were issued by the Maritime Council of St. Petersburg, which is an association of the city's chief marine officers and maritime officials.

Samsung develops first electricity-powered LNG vessel

http://www.shi.samsung.co.kr

Samsung Heavy Industries has completed what it believes to be the first electricity powered liquefied natural gas (LNG) vessel. 

The vessel is 147,000 cubic metres capacity and has propellers powered by electricity, generated by burning the LNG in the cargo hold, rather than having a separate supply of fuel. 

Samsung claims that the LNG-powered ship is more economically efficient than using conventional ship fuel. The turbine is 30 per cent more efficient than conventional engines, which leads to $1m a year savings in fuel costs; further, by powering the ship in this way there is an additional 9,000 cubic metres cargo carrying capacity. 


By burning LNG fuel rather than conventional ship fuel, the amount of carbon oxides generated in boiler combustion is very much reduced. 

France Telecom acquires Inmarsat activities of DeTeSat

http://www.francetelecom-mobilesat.com 

Inmarsat land earth station operator (LESO) France Telecom has acquired the Inmarsat communications activities of fellow LESO DeTeSat, a subsidiary of Deutsche Telekom. Agreement was originally reached between the two parties in July this year.

DeTeSat's Inmarsat traffic will be routed via France Telecom's earth stations in Pleumer Bodou and Aussaguel. The activities are grouped under a new company in Germany, France Telecom Mobile Satellite Communications, directed by Jean-Louis Charléty, currently director of France Telecom's Mobile Services Unit. 

The new company will employ 30 former DeTeSat employees and be dedicated to marketing Inmarsat voice, data and image services and providing customer services. France Telecom has a 16 per cent market share among the LESOs for Inmarsat operations. 

The new company expects to offer lower prices, due to economies of scale resulting from the acquisition. It expects 20 per cent growth in turnover during 2002. 

France Telecom has already launched a new service, Navimail, which provides vessels with data files (e-mail attachments) giving information about wind, pressure, waves, sea surface temperature, security bulletins and satellite images. To use the service, users request a free CD-ROM from France Telecom with software they install on their shipboard computer.

Heidenreich co-operation with LevelSeas

http://www.levelseas.com

Shipping company Heidenreich Marine (Heidmar) has formed a co-operation agreement with e-chartering company LevelSeas, to integrate its Q88.com and Qbulk.com questionaire tools into LevelSeas.

The Q88 and QBulk tools automate the questionaire procedure, which goes between the charterer and the shipping company, asking a series of standard questions before the fixture can be completed, such as whether the vessel has been involved in an accident and what the cargo tank arrangements are. 

By linking the systems together, oil companies can combine the process of actually making the fixture (on LevelSeas) with the process of asking the necessary questions (on Heidmar's system). 

"Questionnaires are an integral part of the fixture process," says Heidmar. "Integrating with a chartering platform like LevelSeas is a good fit for both of us." 

"Heidmar have developed excellent products which are both user friendly and easily integrated with LevelSeas. The questionnaire system is valuable for both dry and wet markets and simplifies the fixture process," says LevelSeas. 

Heidmar originally developed the questionnaire system for its own use, and has been using it for three years. It launched the first product Q88, for tankers, onto the market in June 2001. There are currently 117 different questionnaires available, being used by over 100 subscribers on 860 vessels. A follow up product, QBulk, was launched in December 2001 for the dry bulk markets.

SUBHEAD

Also with Chinsay

Heidmar has also entered into a co-operation and license agreement with shipping software company Chinsay.

Under the terms of the agreement, Heidmar's Q88 system for filling in ship questionnaires online will be offered to Chinsay users; also Heidmar will subscribe to use Chinsay's "Recap Manager," a tool for shipping companies to work together with brokers to put together the "recap" document online.

The two tools complement each other well, because they can both be used in the ship fixing process.

SUBHEAD

Qbulk.com

Heidenreich Marine launched a version of its online questionnaire completion tool for the dry bulk market, dubbed Qbulk.com. The service is free of charge until July 1, 2002, after which each subscriber will be charged a "nominal annual fee per ship." 

The tool is intended for dry bulk shipowners, to help them complete vessel questionnaires to give information to charterers and port terminals. Parts of the questionnaires can be completed automatically because they are connected to a common database. 

The website also allows the user to search the database for specific information about each vessel. 

It follows Q88.com, a similar tool for the tanker market, which is now established. Q88.com currently has 117 questionnaires, being used by over 100 subscribers for 860 vessels.

IMO addresses maritime security

http://www.imo.org

The International Maritime Organisation (IMO) has announced its plans to address the maritime security issue. It follows a high interest in maritime security at the IMO's 22nd assembly, in London November 19-30.

During the assembly, the delegation of the United States identified a number of specific areas that it felt should be considered, including automatic identification systems on ships; security plans on ships, port facilities and off-shore terminals; identification, verification and background security checks for seafarers; and ensuring a secure "chain of custody" for containers from their port of origin to their destination.

It will hold a maritime security conference in December 2002, adopting new regulations on ship and port security intended to "avert shipping from becoming a target of international terrorism." This conference will meet alongside the scheduled session of the Maritime Safety Committee (MSC). An intersessional working group will meet 11-15 February next year. 

A resolution calls for a review of existing legal and technical measures to prevent and suppress terrorist acts against ships at sea and in port, and improve security onboard and ashore. 

The assembly also agreed a boost of £1.5m to the organisation's technical co-operation program, to "help developing countries address maritime security issues."

------

Navionics introduces new electronic charts range

http://www.navionics.com

Electronic chart company Navionics has launched a new product line of electronic charts, dubbed XL. The new range typically have three times the coverage per file and a third of the price of Navionics' previous product. 

The charts will be available from January 2, 2002 with coverage of North American waters, priced at $199 each, with smaller charts for $129. Similar charts will be published for Canada, Central and South America and Europe early next year. 

The charts are produced at a special facility in India, where 400 people are employed. 

-----

Moves to create US ship movements database 

http://www.misnadata.org 

The Maritime Information Service of North America (MISNA), a non-profit organisation dedicated to facilitating flow of maritime information, is now providing seven day advance information about US bound ship traffic to the US Office of Naval Intelligence. 

The members of MISNA are maritime associations from 10 major North American seaport communities, including the Marine Exchange of Los Angeles/Long Beach; the Port Bureau and Marine Exchange of the West Gulf (Houston); the Marine Exchange of the San Francisco Bay Region; the Merchants Exchange of Portland (Oregon); the Marine Exchange of Puget Sound (Seattle); the Marine Exchange of the Delaware River and Bay (Philadelphia) and the Chamber of Shipping of British Columbia (Vancouver). 

MISNA tracks and records the movements of over 65 per cent of the total approx 75,000 US vessel calls each year. It collected real time ship movement information from each of the five founding West Coast member port communities and developed a centralised information database. 

"In terms of our overall data gathering and analysis needs, MISNA can save the government countless hours and eliminate a great deal of redundant effort," says a US Navy spokesperson. 

"In areas of seaport information, it became apparent very early after the events of September 11 that maritime associations are the best resource for critical vessel information," said Robert T. Bohlman, MISNA president. 

"Our constituencies in both the private and public sectors have recognized that having timely, accurate access to this information is critical to our nation's ability to not only remain competitive in the increasingly complex global marketplace but also to protect and enhance our seaport security." The group will now work to continue to expand its membership as well as seek to provide additional services to the commercial maritime transportation system users. 

"Now more than at any time in the history of international shipping, instantaneous access to accurate information is as important to our maritime infrastructure as are cranes and warehouses," he says.

iShipExchange and Mariner's Annual partner

http://www.ishipexchange.com

Hong Kong based maritime e-procurement provider iShipExchange and the North American Mariner's Annual have announced the signing of a marketing partnership agreement.

The agreement aims to extend the supplier and customer bases of both companies and to expand their respective marketing opportunities. Mariner's Annual serves over 500 manufacturers and suppliers of marine-related products and equipment, and distributed nearly 8,000 copies of its 2001 Ordering Guide to potential buyers.

Donald Staffin, VP of business strategy and development for iShipExchange said: "This partnership will develop, increase and promote our supplier/buyer database and provide a unique quality of content, from a supplier's viewpoint, on a worldwide basis."

UK, Spain and Singapore back Equasis

http://www.equasis.org
Equasis, the online database of quality and safety information for the world merchant fleet, has now received additional funding from the UK, Spanish and Singapore governments.
Equasis was originally established following a memorandum of understanding signed in May 2000 by the European Commission, US Coast Guard, and the maritime administrations of the UK, France, Spain, Singapore and Japan. However, until now the venture has been solely funded by the European Commission and French government. 
Funding will also be shared by UK, Spain and Singapore, with the two remaining partners, Japan and the US Coast Guard, investigating how they can get involved.

Vikingrecruitment.com launches

http://www.vikingrecruitment.com

Viking Recruitment, a maritime recruitment agency for British deck and engine officers, has gone online with a website created by MCM Net. The site features an online application form, relevant links and various downloads, including training manuals and specimen contracts.

K-Line plans bunker ordering system

http://www.k-line.com
Japanese shipping line K-Line has announced plans to develop its own online bunker ordering system. The system will be developed by K-Line's IT subsidiary KIS Corporation.
The ambition is to improve efficiency of bunker purchasing and share associated information, from request for bunkering to account settlement. The system will work over K-Line's intranet and website. 
K-Line has decided to strengthen its IT support by merging its 40 per cent owned IT subsidiary KIS Corporation with another IT company called TOPS Software, to create a new organsation called "K" Line Systems, effective Jan 1, 2002. This new company, with about 100 IT staff members, will gradually take over all IT activities, including support, of the shipping line.

----
Crowley implements STCW for all its mariners


http://www.crowley.com

After two-and-a-half years of preparation, Crowley Maritime Corporation has implemented International Maritime Organization (IMO) Standards of Training, Certification, and Watchkeeping (STCW95) for all mariners aboard Crowley-owned seagoing vessels in compliance with the IMO's February 1, 2002 training deadline.

"IMO convention amendments require that persons going for licenses and merchant mariners documents show competence through exams and practical demonstration of skills," said Chris Sawin, Training Manager, Crowley West Coast Contract Operations. 

"Crowley operations and training personnel have made these requirements a priority, and by implementing training early, with the cooperation of the mariners and the training institutions, we have successfully met the February 2002 deadlines as outlined by the convention."

------------

Seamanship training software on 150 ships

http://www.seamanship.com
Seaman Ship (previously Todday Publications), a Scottish maritime training software company, reports that it currently has software onboard 150 vessels. 
The company recently launched two new products for Marine Engineer Officers: Chief Engineers Assistant, a training module for onboard engineers, covering monitoring fuel, water and lubricants, as well as voyage planning, maintenance and personnel management. It has also launched a module called "engineering examiner," for studying US Coast Guard engineer exams, the STCW officer of The Watch other exams. 
The business was originally founded in July 1999 in Glasgow, UK by Iain Macneil, a seafarer with 14 years experience at sea, who saw the need for up to date information for deck and engineering officers. The business currently has 10 staff, half working on developing products and the other half in sales. 
The keynote product is CORIFS (compendium of reference information for ships), a software tool intended to work onboard vessels. CORIFS includes a library of reference information and training materials.
The reference information includes UK, US and other maritime regulations; guidance and information notices; codes of safe practise; information about hazardous chemicals, IMO documents, first aid information. The training section includes training for deck officers, engineers. There is also software for passage.

Litton Marine renamed Sperry Marine

http://www.litton-marine.com

Maritime electronics company Litton Marine has been renamed Sperry Marine. 

Sperry Marine (then called Litton Marine) was purchased by Northrop Grumman Corporation last year. The brand name Sperry was previously owned by Litton, along with its Decca and C.Plath brand names, the names of companies that had been acquired along the way. Sperry Marine was originally founded by Elmer Sperry, inventor of the first marine gyrocompass. 

-----

Dutch association in www.seaquipment.com 

http://www.seaquipment.com 

SeaQuipment.com, an online catalogue for maritime products and services intended for the shipbuilding industry, has announced a co-operation agreement with FME-CWM, a Netherlands association of 3,000 companies in metal, plastics, electronics and electrotechnical industry. Under the agreement, members of FME-CWM will receive a 50 per cent cost reduction when participating in SeaQuipment.

Tribon launches 3.0 

http://www.tribon.com 

Tribon.com, an online parts database and acquisition management system for shipbuilding, plans to launch release 3.0 in January 2002. This release has improved search functionalities and easily downloadable components, with a new browser tree and component structure. 

The searching system, Tribon says, "makes it very easy to search and find information about the components and their suppliers as the search functionality is structured very similar to shipyards' contract specifications."

Meanwhile AMOT Controls, which manufactures control systems and safety equipment for vessels, has announced an association with Tribon Solutions, which has developed an online database for parts associated with shipbuilding. Under the agreement, AMOT Controls will provide its part information through the Tribon system.
LISCR launches "on the record" website

http://www.liscrontherecord.com

LISCR, the US company which manages the operations of the Liberian ship registry, has launched a website at www.liscrontherecord.com, to try to improve confidence in its operations, following allegations that money from LISCR was used to fund various activities in Liberia. 

The web page also gives information about initiatives at LISCR to try to improve transparency of funds, boost safety and security and improve services to shipowners.

Shipbrokering.com "right on target"

http://www.shipbrokering.com 

Shipbrokering.com has announced it is "right on target" with its plans to provide three key applications online: ship & cargo matching, distance tables and voyage estimating.

Other additions to shipbrokering.com include the sections maritime employment, a guide to port service providers, an online address book, freight market information and current bunker prices.

-----

Record statistics for shippingjobs.com

http://www.shippingjobs.com

Maritime employment portal shippingjobs.com has reported 371,566 successful hits for the entire site in November 2001. The number of page views was 123,320, and the site counted 8,052 unique users, 1,615 of which visited more than once.

-----

Port of London website updated

http://www.portoflondon.co.uk

The Port of London has launched a new website, providing details about cargo handling services in London, commercial facilities, cruise ship visits, details of ship arrivals and departures, pilotage and towage arrangements, Notices to Mariners, current and predicted tides and information about policy, regulatory and strategic issues.

Ship shore communications and software news, 3000  

Thrane and Thrane discontinues Nera acquisition

http://www.tt.dk

Thrane and Thrane has decided not to go ahead with its planned acquisition of Nera SatCom AS. No reason has been given. 

Thrane comments that for the 6 months ending October 31, 2001, it expects a turnover of DKK 510-520m ($61m-62m), with an operating profit of DKK 25-30 ($3-$3.6m). 

The company will now focus on extending its position as a leading developer and manufacturer of communications equipment for Inmarsat, including development of a Radio Access Network (RAN) and user terminals for a Broadband Global Area Network (BGAN) running over Inmarsat's next generation satellite system.

Nera has already stated that it is considering legal action against Thrane and Thrane. "Nera's perception is that this is regarded as a clear breach of agreement. We consider it to be very serious that Thrane & Thrane breach an agreement which both is signed and approved by the board of directors, and which expressly obliged them to work actively to give effect to the agreement," comments Nera CEO Bjorn Ove Skjeie.

Xantic and GMA to distribute maritime medical assistance

http://www.xantic.net

Xantic, a provider of marine satellite communications and management systems has agreed together with Global Medical Assistance (GMA) to distribute GMA's medical assistance package via Xantic's messaging service, AmosConnect. 

The Medical Assistance Package is designed to provide medical care for seafarers in non life-threatening cases via an integrated parcel of hardware and software. The package contains details of every crew member. 

In case of an incident the captain is walked through an on-screen program which asks relevant questions such as blood pressure, the patient's temperature and full details of the injury/illness. A digital camera can also be used. Recordings, documents or a complete medical file can be transferred to shore via email. GMA's doctors will then be able to formulate a diagnosis (including treatment plan), which is sent back to the vessel.

Navionics and SevenCs work together on charts 


http://www.sevencs.com 
Italian electronic chart company Navionics has announced a joining forces with German electronic chart technology company SevenCs. The two companies will work together to produce and distribute electronic charts for commercial shipping market. 

Navionics claims to have the "most extensive database in the world of digital charts for the leisure boating market," whilst SevenCs claims to have been "one of the foremost technical contributors in the development of IHO-IMO standards" for electronic charts. 

SevenCs produces an ECDIS software engine which is used by many commercial ECDIS systems. The two companies will create an electronic chart database which can be used on type-approved electronic chart display and information systems (ECDIS) onboard commercial vessels. The product will be distributed from December 2001 with coverage of Europe and North America, leading to full world coverage during 2002. 

"From now on we will be able to supply our customers with a complete turn-key service, starting from our well established ECDIS Kernel, and ending with top quality electronic charts and updates for the entire world".

ChartCo offers ENC update service

http://www.chartco.com
Maritime data broadcast service ChartCo is now broadcasting updates to official electronic navigation charts (ENCs) to ships, under a new service dubbed oceanXpress. 
The updates can be incorporated automatically into ENC files on certain chart display systems; it currently works with the Kelvin Hughes Nucleus 5000/6000 ECDIS.
The service also broadcasts updates to the Primar catalogue of which ENCs are available, enabling vessels to maintain an up to date catalogue of ENC cells onboard. 
ChartCo is working on a partnering agreement with the UK Hydrographic Office, to provide weekly updates for the Admiralty Digital List of Lights. It will be available when UKHO releases its full global service in spring 2002, avoiding the need to correct the list manually. 
RMS St Helena, a vessel running between the UK, Capetown and the island of St Helena in the South Atlantic, will be receiving ChartCo's daily news service, ChartManager paper chart update service and MetManager weather report services, which are broadcast through Inmarsat.

Marine Society launches European Computer Driving Licence 


http://www.marine-society.org.uk

The Marine Society, a UK-based support organisation for seafarers, has launched a special version of the "European Computer Driving Licence" (ECDL). Seafarers can study for the course and take an exam, working remotely, either at home or onboard ship.

The courseware is developed by UK IT training company BCD Communication Ltd, a provider of ECDL training courseware. The course costs £100 + VAT for seafarers, incorporating a book "ECDL made simple," an interactive CD-ROM, with 6 months telephone and e-mail support and a mock test for one year.

The course covers basic concepts of computing, including using computers, managing fields, word processing, spreadsheets, databases, presentation and communication. Only the communication module requires access to the internet. 

Tests can be taken onboard ship, at the Marine Society headquarters in London or at any accredited test centre. If taking the test onboard ship, the results are printed out onboard and then posted to BCD for marking (ie no ship-shore data communication service is required). The cost of taking tests at sea is £10 per test (one test for each of 7 modules).

GN Comtext ex-employees buy back the business 


http://www.nordic-it.com 

MCSWin, the ship-shore messaging and e-mailing system marketed by GN Comtext, has been bought back by some of the original employees who developed it. 

MCSWin is a windows application which can handle e-mail, fax and telex communications, sending the messages by least cost routing where applicable (internet, satellite). 

It was originally developed by a company called MARK International Group, which was subsequently acquired by GN Comtext in 1996; GN Comtext was then acquired by messaging company Easylink earlier this year. 

Now Easylink has sold MCSWin and the associated MXServer software, including dedicated development and technical support teams, intellectual property rights, customer base and service contracts, to Nordic-IT, a company formed by former employees of MARK International who developed the system. 

Nordic IT is run by Lars Hansen, who was regional manager Europe for GN Comtext until its acquisition by Easylink. Nordic IT promises to target the maritime market, specifically in software and messaging. The short-term strategy is to I) to improve product support through further recruitment and training of staff, ii) to develop the systems further iii) to launch a further range of maritime software applications and iv) manager customer software development. The system will continue to interface with the EasyLink private global messaging network. 
AP Møller purchases SPOS weather system

http://www.spos.nl

Shipping line A P Møller, parent company of Maersk, has ordered the SPOS weather information and route optimisation system for 67 vessels, including 40 vessels it owns and 27 it charters. 

A P Møller is already using the system onboard 20 vessels only two weeks after making the decision, SPOS reports. The system is also used by shipping lines NSCSA (National Shipping Company of Saudi Arabia) and P&O Nedlloyd. 

The system sends weather forecasts to the ship by e-mail, which are displayed on the screen as weather and wave maps. A route optimisation system, developed together with Shell Research, shows the best way to navigate the vessel. 

Meteo Consult says that the system initially found favour with tanker companies, when first launched four years ago; it then gained favour from general cargo and ro-ro car carriers. Now it is being used by container shipping companies. 
           

Matrix Maricom only authorised partner for Stratos Mobile in India


http://www.matrixmaricom.com

A company called Matrix Maricom has been launched in India to be the "only authorised partner in India for Stratos Mobile Networks." One of the first objectives of the company is to develop a crewmail solution targeting Indian seafarers.

TEAMtalk satellite launches crew mail service


http://www.teamtalksatellite.com

TEAMtalk Satellite (previously IMC) has launched a seafarer e-mailing service, dubbed "P-Mail". It is based on the crew calling system which TEAMtalk has been selling to cruise shipping customers. Each seafarer has an individual e-mail address; they are told how much the message will cost to send before they send it; it can be used to send attachments; it creates an individual account for each seafarer, which can then be charged back to the shipping company payroll department. 

The system can be installed on a computer in a crew recreation area, away from the bridge. Seafarers are under no time pressure while actually writing e-mails. The system even includes functionality for the shipping company to earn some revenue itself, to cover its own administration costs.

The billing can all be handled from shore; ship officers do not have to sell cards onboard. Seafarers can keep the same e-mail account if they move to a different vessel. Seafarers on the same vessel cannot access each other's e-mail (although the shipmaster can see all messages if he wishes to). 

The service works particularly well if files are being transmitted using the main vessel communications network (probably Inmarsat B or A), with all messages going from ship to shore being batched to reduce costs.. At $2 a minute at 9.6 kbps, a 250 K message, which can include 25 two page e-mails, will cost $2.80 to send. However the system could be configured to charge $1 per message (actual cost to shipping company 11¢), 

TEAMtalk suggests that allowing the shipping company to make a considerable profit on its seafarers communications could actually prove a "win-win" solution for everybody, if it means that a system will actually get fitted onboard.

IMC was acquired in 1999 by TEAMtalk, a UK company which is mainly involved in generating news about sport. TEAMtalk employs 90 full time journalists with offices in has offices in Charlotte, Chicago, Glasgow, Fort Lauderdale, Leeds, Liverpool, London, Munich and Stockholm.

TEAMtalk was founded in 1988, originally to provide sports news and commentaries over premium rate telephone lines; these services still account for 35 per cent of the group's revenues. TEAMtalk raised funds of £46m in its IPO in April 2000, when it was demerged from original parent UK internet company IMS Group.

Telenor gets Inmarsat's approval for Fleet 


http://www.eik.com 

Norwegian Inmarsat land earth station operator (LESO) Telenor claims to be the "first" LESO to get approval from Inmarsat for commercial operation of its Fleet communications service, which covers Mobile Packet Data. 

It means that the Eik land earth station in Southwest Norway will be able to handle commercial traffic as soon as onboard terminals become currently available, expected in the first quarter of 2002. 

Former GN Comtext executives launch Maritime Consultancy Network

http://www.mcn.eu.com

Philip van Bergen and Gregor Ross, formerly VP strategy & business development and VP maritime operations at GN Comtext, have collaborated to launch Maritime Consultancy Network (www.mcn.eu.com).

Mr Van Bergen and Mr Ross bring in a combined business and seagoing experience of 60 years and aim to provide the maritime industry with mainly technology-based services.

"Gregor and I first met as cadets and have been collaborating on something ever since - whether on opposite sides of the table as buyer and supplier, or together in the same company, as at GN Comtext.  Following the sale of GN Comtext it just seemed natural for us to once more join forces in this exciting new endeavour," says Mr van Bergen.

Assignments undertaken by MCN include strategic business and market planning, start-ups, project evaluation, strategy workshops and interim management.  One of MCN's early interim management contracts is management of the secretariat function for MeCA, the Maritime e-Commerce Association (www.meca.org.uk).

SAIT-RadioHolland management buyout

http://www.zenitel.com

A management buyout has occurred at maritime electronics dealer SAIT-RadioHolland Marine, from part owners Zenitel. It has been sold to managers of SAIT-RadioHolland, financed by an unnamed "international financial institution." The divestment is in line with Zenitel's strategy to focus on core activities. 

The business history is immensely complex. The marine division of radio communications company SAIT-RadioHolland merged with STN Atlas Marine Electronics in October 1999, to form EMG Euromarine Electronics GmbH. Zenitel, then called SAIT-STENTO, took a 50 per cent stake in the business, with the other 50 per cent held by Rheinmetall Group. 

SAIT Communications, the communications arm of SAIT-RadioHolland, was demerged by Zenitel to Inmarsat land earth station operator Telenor in March 2001 for EUR 22.94m.

Zenitel comments that it is currently in the process of divesting the remaining stake in EMG EuroMarine, including STN Atlas Marine Electronics.

SAIT-RadioHolland management buyout

http://www.zenitel.com

A management buyout has occurred at maritime electronics company SAIT-RadioHolland Marine, from part owners Zenitel. It has been sold to managers of SAIT-RadioHolland, financed by an unnamed "international financial institution." The divestment is in line with Zenitel's strategy to focus on core activities. 

The business history is immensely complex. The marine division of radio communications company SAIT-RadioHolland merged with STN Atlas Marine Electronics in October 1999, to form EMG Euromarine Electronics GmbH. Euromarine also includes ECI, parent of SP Radio and Skanti.

Zenitel, then called SAIT-STENTO, ended up with a 50 per cent stake in Euromarine, with the other 50 per cent held by Rheinmetall Group. In 1999 the company decided to divest all marine activities because they were non-core to its main information technology business.

SAIT Communications, the communications arm of SAIT-RadioHolland, was demerged by Zenitel to Inmarsat land earth station operator Telenor in March 2001 for EUR 22.94m.

Zenitel comments that it is currently in the process of divesting the remaining stake in EMG EuroMarine, including STN Atlas Marine Electronics and ECI. 

----

Xantic and GMA sign content delivery agreement

http://www.xantic.net
Satellite communications company Xantic has signed a distribution deal with GMA of Belgium, which offers a remote medical assistance service to seafarers.
Under the deal, Xantic will distribute GMA's medical assistance software package over Xantic's AmosConnect messaging system. 
The software package contains health details about every seafarer onboard; when an accident happens, the ship captain is taken through a series of questions on screen, asking about blood pressure, temperature and details of the illness. 
This information, along with digital photographs of any injury and other relevant information is e-mailed back to GMA's medical specialists who can provide advice 24 hours a day. 
The doctors can respond, again using AmosConnect, with a tentative diagnosis and assist in the planning of treatment, recording messages in a patient Electronic Medical Record. 
The software can also be used to manage the on-board medical chest as required under ISM regulations.

----- 
---------------------

Ulysses opens Singapore office

http://www.ulysses-systems.com
Maritime software company Ulysses Systems has opened an office in Singapore. Ulysses was originally founded by Lyras Shipping, a shipping company, with many ex-seafarers among its staff. 
The ambition is to help seafarers spend less time fiddling with paperwork and software, and more time running the ships. The software is provided configured to what every individual seafarer actually does on their job, with their daily tasks. 
Instead of providing software in a series of different modules (eg planned maintenance, crew and payroll, inventory), the task assistant turns the idea on its head, providing all the functions each individual seafarer needs, according to their specific job functions (chief engineer, master, procurement officer and so on).
Ulysses has worked together with specialist psychologists and artificial intelligence experts to build the system, taking into account how the mind works, how a job is processed and how learning occurs, rather than curriculum-based, drill-orientated methods used in today's work processes. 
Users can customise the software, but they normally find that it meets their needs straight out of the box, configured for the specific job functions of crew onboard, following its use with Lyras Shipping. 
The software can also be used to help ISM (International Safety Management) compliance, because it keeps records of every form, message, policy and procedure. This record can also be used as a corporate memory. 
-----
Sait-Stento changes name to Zenitel

http://www.sait-stento.com
Onboard maritime communications company Sait-Stento has announced that it is changing its name into ZENITEL. The new trade name is supposed to " support the company's global ambitions and create brand awareness and recognition. "

The name change was made public on the official inauguration of the new worldwide headquarters in Zellik, near Brussels, Belgium.

ChartCo offers ENC update service

http://www.chartco.com
Maritime data broadcast service ChartCo is now broadcasting updates to official electronic navigation charts (ENCs) to ships, under a new service dubbed oceanXpress. 
The updates can be incorporated automatically into ENC files on certain chart display systems; it currently works with the Kelvin Hughes Nucleus 5000/6000 ECDIS.
The service also broadcasts updates to the Primar catalogue of which ENCs are available, enabling vessels to maintain an up to date catalogue of ENC cells onboard. 
ChartCo is working on a partnering agreement with the UK Hydrographic Office, to provide weekly updates for the Admiralty Digital List of Lights. It will be available when UKHO releases its full global service in spring 2002, avoiding the need to correct the list manually. 
RMS St Helena, a vessel running between the UK, Capetown and the island of St Helena in the South Atlantic, will be receiving ChartCo's daily news service, ChartManager paper chart update service and MetManager weather report services, which are broadcast through Inmarsat.

Alatto Technologies sends weather data to mobile phones

http://www.alatto.com
Alatto Technologies of Dublin, Ireland, has completed a trial project, gathering weather data from buoys in the Irish Sea and sending it out to mobile phones and portable digital assistants, where the data was displayed graphically. 
The project was part of a trial of 3G mobile services held on the Isle of Man, an island between Scotland and Ireland. Alatto is currently seeking a business partner to help take the project beyond a trial stage. 
----
Free guide to internet access onboard vessels

http://www.thedigitalship.com/webguide
The Digital Ship guide to making best use out of internet access onboard vessels, produced in association with Inmarsat, is now live at http://www.thedigitalship.com/webguide. 
Information and recommendations are provided, including downloading cost, for sites which could prove useful to seafarers. This includes medical and ship safety information; ship supply management services; classification society data; weather and tide data; seafarer training services; seafarer community sites; port webcams, information and city guides; local, general, sport and shipping news and online banking. 
The guide is produced in association with the forthcoming Inmarsat Fleet service which is likely to make web browsing onboard vessels much more cost effective. The guide can both be perused online and downloaded as a pdf file free of charge. 
----
Xantic connects Inmarsat -C with mobile phones 

http://www.xantic.net
Ship-shore communications and software company Xantic has signed a contract with Norwegian company Unified Messaging System (UMS), to connect its Inmarsat-C ship-shore communications system with short messaging service (SMS) messages which can be delivered to mobile telephones. 
Xantic claims to handle 40 per cent of international Inmarsat-C traffic. The service works in both directions (SMS to Inmarsat -C and Inmarsat -C to SMS). Fees are charged per message, with no registration or subscription fees. 
The service is intended to enable easy communication between vessels an on shore agents, suppliers and families.

New Australian marine weather broadcast system

http://www.bom.gov.au/marine/marine_weather_radio.shtml

The Australian Bureau of Meteorology has announced new weather voice and fax broadcast arrangements from July 1, 2002, using a new network of HF radio transmitters. See website above for more details.

Hitachi boost for Orbcomm

http://www.orbcomm.com
Japanese electronics organisation Hitachi has announced plans to work together with satellite communications company Orbcomm. 
The two companies will work together to manufacturer and market subscriber communicators and provide Orbcomm systems in Asia-Oceania region. 
Hitachi will enter a co-operative agreement with Stellar Division, a US company which designs and manufacturers Orbcomm communicators; it also plans to participate in third party capital expansion planned by Orbcomm Japan, making Hitachi the second largest shareholder in Orbcomm Japan. 
Products being planned include ship navigation control systems, equipment information service for industrial and construction machinery; weather observation services in remote islands and GPS locating services. 
Meanwhile heavy machinery manufacturer Caterpillar, which also produces ship engines, has renewed its licensing agreement to transmit tracking and monitoring data over Orbcomm about equipment operations. Caterpillar's communication system, dubbed "Product Link", is for communications between onboard machine systems and Caterpillar dealers and customers.

----------
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Ship Analytics International sells simulation to Harrison and Dorchester


http://shipanalytics.com

Shipowner and manager Bibby-Harrison Ltd of Liverpool, UK has recently purchased the WISE Cargo system from Ship Analytics International to provide onboard training to ship officers.

The system simulates all of the cargo-related systems on a particular vessel or at a particular plant. This modelling gives the operator full control of all system components (valves, pumps, and monitoring equipment), providing training in emergency procedures and routine handling protocol.

Furthermore, Dorchester Maritime has purchased the system and is implementing the facilities at its training centres in the UK and Poland.

The Maritime Academy of Mumbai, India, has contracted Shipping Analytics International to supply a second Liquid Cargo Handling Simulator. 

The modelling capability of the system provides training in emergency procedures and routine handling protocol for all related cargo handling and ballast transfer operations.

STAR Center upgrades mission bridge simulator


http://www.star-center.com

RTM STAR (Simulation, Training, Assessment and Research) Center has announced the upgrade and modernization of its 247 degree "field-of-view" Full Mission Bridge Simulator. The simulator is located at STAR Centre's Dania Beach, Florida facility and is based on a design by Kongsberg Maritime Ship Systems Inc. (KMSS).

The 247-degree Full Mission Bridge Simulator has been upgraded with KMSS equipment and features the capability to simulate Azipod equipped vessels in addition to other traditional propulsion systems. The bridge equipment also features four radar/ARPA units, two of which have the option to display ECDIS.

The capability of STAR Centre's two Full Mission Bridge Simulator's enables both training and research tasks including work in areas such as shipboard resource management, ship handling, rules of the road, emergency response, tug operations, vessel and harbour familiarization, and port design.

MarineSafety and Offshore Systems provide ECDIS training

http://www.marinesafety.com

MarineSafety, a naval training and research company, and Offshore Systems International, a marine electronic navigation company with focus on the defense industry, have announced that they will offer ECDIS-N (Electronic Chart Display Instrumentation Systems-Navy) training to the U.S. Navy.

Transas offers simulator course in Shetland 


http://www.transas.com 

Electronic chart company Transas has won a tender to design, supply and install a maritime simulation complex at the North Atlantic Fisheries College, Scalloway, Shetland. 

The system will replace the customer's existing simulation facilities by Norcontrol, Transas says. The simulator will have a 180 degree screen, two radars, electronic chart display, and ship controls. 

Two other bridges will also be supplied, which can operate as separate vessels, in particular, as tugs, for complex tug operations in conjunction with the main bridge. 

Transas will create simulations covering the full pilotage area of Sullom Voe and the local harbours of Lerwick and Kirkwall on Orkney Island, running complex mathematical calculations to simulate how LNG carriers would behave.

Meanwhile Transas is celebrating the sale of its 1000th radar integrator board. The board was sold to Maersk Sealand Line as part as what Transas believes to be the biggest ever electronic chart display system order of all time, comprising 320 complete ECDIS packages. 

The board digitises radar information, to allow it to be displayed on an electronic chart display or saved on a hard disk. It was first launched in 1999. The advantages of the board, Transas says, are its high quality processing algorithms and low price. 

Transas Marine USA has commissioned a new Navi-Trainer Professional 4000 full mission ship simulator installation at the City Park Campus of Delgado Community College in New Orleans. 

According to the college, the simulator is the represents a major step forward in facilitating the effective training of marine personnel in the area. It is the first of its kind in Louisiana.

The simulator consists of an instructor control and monitoring station, main bridge simulator and debriefing facilities. The main bridge is equipped with conning controls for a number of different vessel types appropriate for the region, an ARPA radar, electronic chart system, and visualization over a horizon of 225 degrees.  

Transas has also received an order from the Port of Larne, UK, to install a vessel traffic system. 

The system was chosen, Transas says, after a long and thorough market review, when P+O, operator of the port, concluded that it is the most functionally powerful and cost effective system available. 

The system has electronic chart displays, BridgeMaster E radars, vessel tracking capabilities, a facility for review and reply of incidents, an audio recorder PC and a VTS database. 

------

STN Atlas launches new AIS system

http://www.stn-atlas.com
German maritime electronics company STN Atlas has launched a new automatic identification system (AIS), called Debeg 3400. It works standalone or as part of an integrated bridge, transmitting data about ship operations and receiving data from other targets. The received data can then be integrated with radar data to create a display of all ships nearby. 
The system was trialled in Alaska onboard Holland America and P&O Princess cruiseliners. Orders have already been received for a series of new container vessels being built at Hanjin for Hapag-Lloyd.
Meanwhile German maritime electronics company STN Atlas has sold a full mission ship-handling simulator to the Chilean Naval Academy, Valparaiso. The system will be used for training and certifying both civil and naval personnel, with a replica ship's bridge and 210-degree screen. The contract was put together in association with the Danish Maritime Institute. 

Indo-China shipmanagement purchases Kelvin Hughes radars


http://www.kelvinhughes.com

The Indo-China Ship Management Company has purchased Kelvin Hughes Nucleus3 radars for the retrofit of two vessels. A product tanker in Dalian, China, is being fitted with a Nucleus3 6000 radar, and a cargo vessel in Cammell Laird Shipyard, Gibraltar, is being fitted with a Nucleus3 5000 radar.

The radars can track up to 50 targets at once, with a tracker ball and push button control. 
-------------

Polaris Electronics orders DSC VHF radios from McMurdo


http://www.mcmurdo.co.uk
 
UK marine electronics manufacturer McMurdo Ltd has secured an order for 600 of its F1 digital selective calling (DSC) VHF Radios. The order was placed by Danish company Polaris Electronics, which will be marketing the F1 VHF Radio to marine leisure vessels, small fishing boats and workboats in Denmark, Faroe Islands and Greenland.

The F1 DSC VHF Radio features a two-stage 'all ships' distress call facility. When connected to a GPS, this provides the vessel details and position to all other ships in the vicinity as well as the shore, in an emergency.

KMSS wins contract for monitoring and control system


http://www.kmss.no

Kongsberg Maritime Ship Systems (KMSS) has won the contract to supply its integrated monitoring and control system to two Suezmax tankers currently under construction at Split Shipyard, Croatia.

The delivery will include the KMSS AutroCargo GL-100 radar based cargo level gauging system. Ballast and Service tank level gauging will be monitored by the KMSS GT302/303 pressure transmitters.  

The monitoring and control system will be managed from the KMSS DataChief C20 machinery automation system, an automation system where signal interfacing and processing are shared among a number of Distributed Processing Units communicating on a redundant Controller Area Network.

The delivery also includes two Local Operator Stations (LOS) connected directly to the Controller Area Network. 

Kelvin Hughes equipment on ro-ro ferries


http://www.kelvinhughes.com

Finnish shipbuilders Aker Finnyards Oy is installing Kelvin Hughes equipment on ro-ro ferry newbuilds Northlink Orkney and Shetland Ferries (Scotland) and As Hansateee Grupp (Estonia).

The installations include the Kelvin Hughes Ninas 9000 integrated bridge system (IBS), the Nucleus 3 electronic chart display and information system (ECDIS) and the NDR 2002 voyage data recorder. Both installations include radar flat screens on the ship's wings, with Kelvin Hughes' navigator chairs. 

The NDR 2002 voyage data recorder includes functionality to allow the stored data to be used for vessel operations purposes. This was a major reason in the choice of the system by Northlink Ferries.

Hansatee Grupp comments that one of the main reasons for choosing Kelvin Hughes was its attitude to innovation, traditions and reputation in the market. 

Meanwhile the UK Royal Navy has agreed to purchase Kelvin Hughes radar equipment on three offshore patrol vessels. The vessels will have two Kelvin Hughes Nucleus3 5000 ARPA X and S band radars, which have automatic tracking of up to 3 targets at any time with the Kelvin Hughes patented tracker ball and push button control.

SES sells software to Ecuadorian fleet

http://www.vardakis.com

Greek maritime software house Shipmanagement Expert Systems has completed delivery of a shipmanagement software system to Ecuadorian state-run shipping company Flota Petrolera Ecuadoriana (FLOPEC).

The software integrates all aspects of FLOPEC's operation, SES says, including logistics and services.  SES has coded all equipment, spare parts and consumable storage onboard FLOPEC's three classes of tankers as part of the development, covering 6,000 maintenance jobs and over 35,000 spare parts. 

"FLOPEC is one of the very first South American shipping companies to be fully computerized, and is a pioneer in this respect," says SES.

------

Kelvin Hughes to sell Saab AIS

http://www.kelvinhughes.com

Maritime electronics company Kelvin Hughes has signed an Original Equipment Manufacture (OEM) agreement with Automatic Identification Systems (AIS) manufacturer Saab Transponder Tech.

Kelvin Hughes will now be selling Saab's AIS systems along with its own voyage data recorders and integrated bridge systems. 

HydroComp enhances propeller modelling tool

http://www.hydrocompinc.com
Marine performance analysis software company HydroComp has launched new capabilities in its propeller modelling tool. The new version has software to define suction and pressure surfaces of different chord length, and a cupping "wizard" in its design builder. 
-----
nView launches virtual bridge

http://www.nview.com
nView, which develops automation systems for recreational vessels, has launched a "Virtual Bridge" display system for its SiMON ship's monitoring systems. 
The "Virtual Bridge" comprises four large flat panel displays mounted end to end, running from the same computer. Information from the ship's operating systems is shown on the displays, which link together like one enormous screen.
. 
Users can see radar display, electronic chart and SiMON information all together and move the information around the display with a mouse. 
The SiMON system collects data from systems all over the vessel and formats it for display on the ship's computers.

container shipping e-business news, 1600 

LINE launches Transport Link

http://www.line.net

Logistics Information Network Enterprise (LINE), the maritime e-business service based around Hong Kong, has launched Transport Link, a truck load matching service for truckers working between Hong Kong and Mainland China via Guanlan Inland Container Depots at Shenzhen. 

They can use the service to find backload cargoes, with the ambition being to minimise empty container trips, rather than making the journey between Hong Kong and Shenzhen only carrying a load one way. The service is endorsed by Shenzhen Customs. 

-----

First web enabled container terminal system 

http://www.mtls.com 

Maher Terminals Logistic Systems, the information technology arm of US container terminal operator Maher Terminals, has sold what it claims is the "worlds first completely web enabled" container terminal management system to clients Massport (Massachussetts Port Authority, Boston) and Rio Cubato, Brazil. 

All of the processing, managing the throughput of containers in the terminal, is hosted and managed remotely by MTLS, communicating with the terminal over the internet. Authorised clients can access the container terminal management system over the internet, accessing cargo status, creating bookings and running reports. 

Running the system remotely means that the terminal is saved the trouble, expense and gathering of expertise required to run it itself. Smaller terminals can be automated without the significant expense of installing their own computer system to run it. This service can then be charged per container handled through the terminal rather than by upfront fee, making it much easier for smaller terminals to account. The data communications are made over special leased lines, not over the internet. 

The connection between the data processing centre and the Massport by a special T1 direct line. All port terminal employees in Massport have their own flat screen terminals.

Exel uses GT Nexus 

http://www.gtnexus.com 

Freight forwarder and logistics company Exel, which handles 300,000 ocean container shipments annually, has selected GT Nexus to supply its computer systems for worldwide seafreight operations. 

It will deploy the system at ocean services operating stations in Hong Kong, Frankfurt and Cleveland, Ohio. The ambition of GT Nexus is to help take out cost and improve service, through having a better supply chain. It will do this through improved logistics information quality and timeliness and streamlined transaction processes.

CSX Lines introduces Elite Booking 2.0

http://www.csxlines.com

CSX Lines has introduced Elite Booking 2.0, an online tool that combines the booking and shipping instructions processes into one.

Customers can now update information, including reference numbers, commodity weights and container volumes, up to the time that a container is received against a booking. Freight bill information is visible and printable as soon as the rating process is complete.

This tool was developed by Horizon Services Group, a wholly owned subsidiary of CSX Lines.

Kühne & Nagel joins bolero.net

http://www.bolero.net

Cross-industry trading platform bolero.net has announced that Kühne & Nagel, a logistics groups headquartered in Switzerland, has signed up to the system.

Kühne & Nagel will initially work with Otto Versand, a German mail-order group, on introducing bolero.net into shipments of clothes from Asia to Germany. The Kühne & Nagel group has a network of company-owned bases in 90 countries and uses all modes of transport.

Meanwhile South Korean shipping lines Hyundai Merchant Marine, Hanjin Shiping, Korea Shipping, Keoyang Shipping and Pan Ocean Shipping has signed up to use secure electronic document trading company Bolero. 

They will use Bolero to communicate with South Korean steel company Posco and metals and mining companies BHP Billiton and Rio Tinto, which already use the system, covering in particular imports of iron ore and coal from Australia to South Korea. 

Following trials, Posco commented that it expects to see a reduction in the financial and time cost involved in certification, data management, and greater security in its business transactions, following its use of the system. 

"This is the first time bolero.net has been used by the dry bulk shipping community and we see it as a significant move in our development," says Bolero. "The move also signals our continued commitment to increasing our market share in the region, with many of our largest live implementations so far taking place with Asia Pacific transaction chains."

Europe Combined Terminals uses Cosmos system

http://www.cosmosworldwide.com

Europe Combined Terminals (ECT), which claims to be Europe's "biggest and most advanced container terminal operator," has decided to equip its terminal in Rotterdam with the Visual Gate System (VGS) developed by container terminal software company Cosmos. 

The VGS automates the procedure of checking and registering trucks and containers driving through the terminal gates. It uses high-resolution digital cameras, connected to an Optical Character Recognition (OCR) system, to automatically read container numbers, ISO codes and the truck's license plate. 

The system was implemented following a 12-month test, where the system was proven to accurately read 95 per cent of numbers; the recognition rate increased to 99.5 per cent when combined with a verification system, checking the numbers against data already in the terminal database. 

OCR systems have been in use at container terminal gates for a number of years, but the problem has always been the limited accuracy. If the system can only read to 95 per cent accuracy, it does not provide a great deal of benefit because every number still needs to be rechecked manually. However a 99.5 per cent accuracy level means that a manual check is not so important.

Trucks can pass through the gate in an average of 12 seconds, to make a maximum capacity of 300 trucks per hour per hour per lane. The maximum throughput is 450 trucks per hour per lane. 

ECT will open two visual gates operational in the first quarter of 2002.

CMA CGM uses Celarix 

http://www.celarix.com
Shipping line CMA CGM has announced that it will be using Celarix software to manage its rates internally, rating bills of lading automatically from the service contracts. Celarix will perform all tariff and contract publishing activities. 
----
Deutsche Afrika-Linien joins INTTRA 

http://www.inttra.com

INTTRA, a provider of B2B ocean freight services, has announced that DAL Deutsche Afrika-Linien GmbH & Co has become the thirteenth carrier to join its global logistics network. 

The addition of DAL enhances INTTRA's coverage of the European-African trades, and extends its reach to more than 42% of the world container capacity, according to the company.

INTTRA will manage, host, and transmit DAL bookings, events, and schedules by directly connecting with DAL's internal systems. J. Graf Strachwitz, managing director of DAL says, "INTTRA is the most efficient answer to today's e-commerce requirements, and allows our customers to manage their container shipments from one portal."

GT Nexus launches orders product line

http://www.gtnexus.com

GT Nexus, a provider of e-logistics solutions has launched GT Nexus Orders. The new service aims to deliver "improved control and visibility to a company's global logistics, from the point purchase orders are issued, through production, global transportation and delivery."

The new product line is geared towards managing the supply chains of importers and exporters, in particular. Two other tools are also available. 

GT Nexus Planning is a suite of six applications facilitating transportation planning through management of rate requests, bids, contracts, freight optimisation, forecasting and allocation of freight across service providers.

GT Nexus Execution is a suite of four applications that standardizes schedules, freight booking, document management and shipment tracking across multiple carriers.

-----

OT Africa Line invests $5m in software

http://www.otal.com

Shipping line OT Africa Line, part of Bolloré Maritime Division, is investing $5m in iQ-Ship, a software system developed by supply chain company Qiva. It will use the system to simplify and automate internal processes. 

The application will be deployed in several phases, starting with shipping line activities and then being expanded to cover the European agency network, followed by Asian and African networks.

Lloyd Triestino adds track and trace facility to its website

http://www.lloydtriestino.it

The Italian container shipping line Lloyd Triestino has upgraded its internet website with a new facility that enables its customers to track the current status of their shipments via either the bill of lading number or the container number.

The new application has been introduced in response to customer demand and is a key element in a programme that is aimed at continual improvement of the company's e-commerce capabilities, says LT.

CargoSmart allows users to control coverage

http://www.cargosmart.com
Online container management portal CargoSmart, backed by shipping line OOCL, has developed functionality to allow system administrators at importer and exporting companies to control what information users can see about shipments.
Administrators can select each user's coverage by carrier, location, cargo type and traffic mode. 
The ambition is to ensure that information and notifications can be delivered quickly to the people who need to see it, without wasting the time of people who don't. It is also intended to help maintain information security. 
The system is already been used by Canadian forest products exporter Canfor, to improve the efficiency of is shipping logistics processes. "Having current, relevant shipment milestone information automatically delivered to our groups will save us time and help us serve our customers better," says the company.
----
eModal in Charleston and Jacksonville 

http://www.emodal.com
Port information service emodal.com is now providing information for the Port of Charleston and Jacksonville Port Authority. 

----
GloMaP offers private and open platforms

http:/www.glomap.com
Hamburg-based online container shipment management service GloMaP has divided its service into open and private platforms. 
Carriage of small consignments of cargoes (up to 20 containers) are negotiated on the open platform; parties may deal with companies they know, or new partners; the platform acts as a sales channel.
Larger consignments are negotiated over a private platform. The negotiation functionality is more complex, often including contracts covering a specific period of time, with only specific carriers being invited to participate. The tool is intended to help manage large contracts with permanent, familiar business partners. 
----
Port of San Francisco selects Decision Support Technologies

http://www.dst-usa.com

Decision Support Technologies has been chosen by the Port of San Francisco to provide a solution to the port's property management and billing system needs. The solution consists of PROPworksT, DST's integrated property and revenue management software, and related consulting services.  

PROPworksTM modules to be implemented are Agreement Management, Company/Contact Management, Billing and Invoicing, Sales Management, Space Management, and Oracle Financials Interface.

-----

