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The Posidonia 2004 exhibition in Athens, June 7-11, looks set to be the biggest yet with over 1,500 shipping-related companies from over 70 countries already having booked exhibition space. 

The Greek shipping market is also looking overwhelmingly healthy with more than 400 ships ordered by Greek interests since 2000, accounting for an investment of almost US$7bn. 

In the first three months of 2004, Greek shipowners invested $2.366bn in newbuilding projects and the current new ship orderbook stands at over 300 vessels, set to be operated by 75 different companies, and accounting for almost 18% of all work being undertaken by the world’s shipbuilders.

This investment was matched by deals struck by Greek operators in the second-hand ship market, as a substantial renewal of the Greek fleet continues. 

According to the Union of Greek Shipowners, this fleet renewal has not only required an investment equivalent to two annual Greek budgets, but has lifted Greek shipping to the forefront of the shipping industry’s drive for ‘quality shipping.’ 

This flow of new tonnage into Greek hands means Greek ownership accounts for over 4,000 ships, representing a massive 174 million deadweight trading and on order, and providing direct employment for almost 200,000 people ashore and 120,000 people at sea. 

http://www.posidonia-events.com
Software / satcoms

Satamatics shows Ocean Alert SSAS

www.satamatics.com
Satamatics is exhibiting its Ocean Alert Ship Security Alert System based on Inmarsat-C.

The system has already been supplied for installation in thousands of ships throughout the world, and has type approvals from American Bureau of Shipping, Germanischer Lloyd and the UK’s Maritime & Coastguard Agency.

Sandy Lumsden, maritime solutions product manager at Satamatics, comments, “The timing of the Posidonia Exhibition, falling immediately before the IMO’s compliance deadline, gives us an ideal opportunity to present Ocean Alert’s benefits to the global shipping industry.”

Telemar’s marine broadband 

www.telemar.com
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Telemar Scandinavia will introduce a new range of broadband services for maritime use, based on DVB/IP technology. 

The solution uses broadband digital TV-satellites to provide the shore-to-ship data link, at 512 kbit/s, giving data and TV-reception simultaneously through the same satellite link. The return-channel, a ship to shore data link, is established through a low bandwidth connection via satellite or a mobile telephone network. 

The broadband segment is based upon TCP/IP and currently uses Hotbird4 with a pan-European coverage including the Mediterranean, and Thor II covering Northern Europe and the North Atlantic from Iceland and upwards.

Also on show is the Telemar Broadband multi-cast service, which enables simultaneous distribution of large amounts of data, such as manuals, documents, media etc, to dedicated fleets of vessels, without the need for a return-channel.

Asymmetric broadband services are already available for land-based users through Telemar, using the DVB-RCS technology. The DVB-RCS satellite terminals combine up and down-stream channels, providing capacities of 750/250 kbit/s or up to 1500/300 kbit/s. Maritime versions of DVB-RCS are scheduled to be available in 2005.

EMS Satcom

www.emssatcom.com
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EMS Satcom, manufacturer of satellite terminals, will be demonstrating its Fleet 55i terminal that integrates Inmarsat Fleet 55 and Iridium communication services through a LINUX-based PC application from SeaWave LLC of Rhode Island, USA. 

The terminal also provides management functions to reduce cost and improve overall operational efficiency.

Also on show will be its SSAS (Ship Security Alert System), based on the COSPAS-SARSAT network, which means it has no associated on-going running costs.

Danaos 

www.danaos.com
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Danaos Management Consultants will demonstrate its newly released Enterprise Edition which is the first ERP system for shipping, the company claims. 

It will demonstrate Danaos advanced VSAT Communication Solution, connecting vessels always on-line to the corporate network.

It will show Danaos extensive range of professional services aiming to effectively develop Danaos systems for your enterprise.

It will also demonstrate a integrated unified communication solution based on CISCO IP Telephony and Danaos Info@GATE messaging system.

Shipnet

www.shipnet.no
ShipNet’s commercial director, Neill Tomlin, area sales manager Southern Europe,  Tomas Hozman, and marketing executive, Liv Irene Loland will be available on the stand to answer questions and guide costumers through the ShipNet product portfolio. 

According to Shipnet, “Greece is an important target market for us and we look forward to be present at this important Global Shipping Arena.” 

ShipNet’s solutions cover all aspects of both Commercial and Technical Management of vessels including Pre- and Post-Charter Calculation, Contract  Management and Analysis, Vessel Operations and Management, Procurement and  Planned Maintenance, Procedure Manuals Automation and Safety Management  along with a full suite of Accounting and Finance Applications and Utilities.

ShipNet’s shipmanagement solutions comprise modules for planned maintenance, handling all types of equipment registers and keeping track of work orders and task lists, vessel and voyage reporting, including registering and distributing vessel performance and consumption data, safety and ISM, requisitioning and purchasing, with integration of vessel and shore side, financial management with a specialised multi-currency, multi-company system and masters accounting for controlling vessel cash flow. 

Charts / navigation

L-3 MPRI Ship Analytics

www.shipanalytics.com
L-3 will be demonstrating its Liquid Cargo Handling Simulator with a full range of models on display including LNG and LPG. The simulator covers every aspect of the handling of bulk liquids both ashore and at sea.
 
A new Marine Engineering Product line includes engine simulators for diesel and steam propulsion plants and part task engineering simulators for electrical power generation and refrigeration plants. 
 
Also on display will be the L-3 CRISIS Incident Response Management System for planning, training, simulation & real-time disaster management. 

Transas highlights simulators, navigation and VTS

www.transas.com
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Transas will showcase its recent developments in the field of maritime simulators, navigational equipment and vessel traffic services. 

Transas specialists will be present to answer any questions regarding Transas Simulation, Navigation, VTS and security systems. 

Among the wide product range on the stand there will be recently upgraded versions of Navi-Trainer 4000 Shiphandling simulator, the now fully certified MT-1 UAIS and some new ECDIS/ECS features. 

A virtual ship simulation will be presented live for the first time, including the latest Transas 3D visualization technology for ERS 4000 and incorporating the full mission bridge simulator, engine room simulator, GMDSS simulator and liquid cargo simulator. 

The presentation will highlight the benefits of the ‘virtual ship’ concept, which is based on ERS 4000 and Navi-Trainer 4000 shiphandling simulator integration.

A new Navi-Bridge system, combining Transas Navi-Sailor 3000 ECDIS, Navi-Radar, Navi-Conning, Transas MT-1 AIS transponder and Weather Wizard for weather monitoring, will also be demonstrated.

In cooperation with SRH Radio Holland, Transas will exhibit the latest Navi-Harbour and Navi-Traffic VTS systems, as well as the Ship Guard SSAS solution and Fleet View online system for fleet tracking. 

For small ports and security area monitoring Transas will introduce the Navi-Monitor system, which fully complies with the requirements of the International ISPS code.

Sodena

www.sodena.net
Sodena offers charting software systems, and can offer training packages by using navigation and radar simulators. 

The company’s systems equip more than 4,000 fishing vessels around the world, including in China. 

Both the merchant navy (with companies such as Brittany Ferries or CGM) and the national naval forces of certain countries (France and Singapore), as well as coast-guard vessels (French Customs and Indonesia’s naval patrol units) and oil industry users, have purchased Sodena systems. 

The ECDIS is available for retrofit and is able to use several chart providers, such as S57, ARCS, BSB, ChartWorld, and C-Map. 

The maritime GIS platform is able to display (2D & 3D) and to store data on the seabed or at surface level, including information relating to sea-surface temperature, the weather forecast, tidal stream, and floating objects. 

Sodena offers image-processing services (through Sodena’s NetRadar), and the possibility to display radar images on remote systems such as ECDIS. Sodena is also a specialist in Inmarsat communications, making it possible to download/upload data regarding route planning, weather forecast, surface conditions.

Shipboard electronics

McMurdo

www.mcmurdo.co.uk
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McMurdo Ltd, the UK based manufacturer of marine safety, communications and NAVTEX equipment, will show its S4 RESCUE Search and Rescue Transponder (SART), a compact, lightweight radar transponder designed for liferafts, and has recently received Lloyds Register type approval. 

The S4 has a tough casing and is buoyant and water resistant to 10 metres. It has a five year battery pack and audible and visual indicators to show that it is working, with a built-in self-test facility. 

Also on display will be the ICS NAV5plus dual channel NAVTEX, that allows simultaneous monitoring of both NAVTEX frequencies (518 kHz and 490 kHz). The equipment has recently been bought by the Royal Navy see below for more details.

Also on show will be ICS TOUCHCOMM TC2, a compact and easy to use area A2 communication system. Compliant with IMO GMDSS requirements, the ICS TC2 has an ergonomic design and touch screen technology, which allows control of both the VHF and MF/HF radios via one common control panel. 

It is designed specifically for use within A2 areas by any vessel required to comply with IMO regulations. 

Pains Wessex brand pyrotechnics will also be on show at the McMurdo stand. Approved to SOLAS specifications, these include the Pains Wessex Manoverboard 360, Pains Wessex Speedline 250, Pains Wessex Mk7 Red Handflare, Pains Wessex Lifesmoke Mk5, and Pains Wessex Para Red, Maroon and Illuminating Parachute Rockets.

The Pains Wessex Ship’s Bridge Distress Kit and Ship’s Lifeboat Distress Kit, containing a selection of commercially approved pyrotechnics, have been specially developed to provide an easy way of ensuring a vessel is carrying the correct flares.

McMurdo’s Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacons (EPIRBs) include the E3 406 EPIRB, a product that combines safety technology with award winning aesthetic design to meet the needs of commercial and leisure users and the G4 which has integrated GPS.

Another personal safety product from McMurdo is the Guardian Manoverboard Wristwatch System which triggers an audible alarm if the wearer falls overboard. It is also a digital wristwatch with alarm, backlight, date and stopwatch. It is water resistant to 50 metres.

Kongsberg maritime focuses on tanker technology

www.kongsberg.com
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Kongsberg Maritime will focus on its solutions for tankers and LNG carriers at the exhibition, with its full range of automation, monitoring and control and manoeuvring systems. 

Kongsberg will have two core Integrated Automation Systems on display, the DataChief C20 can be configured for low complexity alarm systems to highly integrated alarm and monitoring systems with advanced process control and power management. 

Applications include alarm and monitoring, auxiliary control, power management, ballast and cargo automation, air condition control and information management.

It will demonstrate the SVC-400, a distributed monitoring and control system for larger vessels, especially LNG and cruise vessels. Its functionality includes vessel control, process control, utility system control, thrusters control and safety. 

It will demonstrate AutoChief C20, a propulsion control system for medium and low speed diesel engines. Its design has simplified the operator interface to enable complete control of the engines. 

Straightforward integration with the DataChief C20 machinery automation system enables the sharing of essential sensors between the systems, requiring only one interface to the main engine. 

It will show its radar based cargo level gauging system, available in two configurations, one for chemical and oil tankers, and another for gas LNG and LPG tankers. 

Functionality of the systems includes cargo tank ullage, cargo tank inert-gas pressure, vapour line pressure, cargo tank temperature, cargo line/manifold/pump pressure and temperature, draft, trim and list, ballast and service tank level, ballast pump and line pressure, Custody Transfer System for LNG carriers and cargo tank high level alarm system and load calculator. 

A new Water Ingress Detection system is based on an improved GL-100 radar based level gauge and Kongsberg will release a new sensor at Posidonia. The GL-10 is intended for water level detection on cargo holds, ballast tanks, and dry spaces of bulk carriers.

It will show the FleetMaster Electronic Logbook, which was released in summer 2003 and has already been ordered on 43 vessels, many of which have replaced their paper logbooks completely. Its digital format offers time and cost saving advantages, with the ability to safely automate many repeat entries. All logbook information can be sent to the shore office via satellite or internet based communications.

SAM Electronics

www.sam-electronics.com
Hamburg-based SAM Electronics will be presenting the latest aspects of its range of navigation systems on the stand of its Greek representatives, MIE Company Ltd. 

Among the key systems featured will be the new Multipilot 1000, a type-approved multi-function console combining ARPA, ECDIS, conning and automatic steering control functions.  

Also highlighted will be current VDR, Debeg UAIS and integrated navigation developments covering the established range of NACOS navigation command units incorporating radar-controlled track-keeping facilities.

The latest shaft alternator technology featured includes details of a new series of PWM (Pulse Width Modulation) controlled systems which it claims offer improved rates of power generation at lower cost without any requirement for a synchronous compensator. 

These are designed for installation aboard all ocean-going vessels and minimise the required numbers of components while aiming to reduce installation, cabling and fuel consumption costs.

Enraf Auxitrol Marine

www.enrafmarine.fr
Enraf Auxitrol Marine, which is headquartered near Paris, specialises in safety sensors and systems. 

It will demonstrate its tank-gauging systems, pressure-measurement devices, temperature sensors, gas detection and overfill protection systems, water-ingress detection devices, safety systems for cargo pump-rooms, cargo tank high and overflow protection systems, and vapour pressure monitoring systems.

