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Transas supplies simulator to Eurasia

www.transas.com
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Transas, in cooperation with Elcome, the official Transas distributor in India, has signed a contract with Eurasia shipmanagement for the supply, installation and maintenance of a Navi-Trainer Professional 4000 full mission ship handling simulator facility in Powai, India. 

Transas says the simulator will be “the most comprehensive in the country.”

The simulator complex will be housed in a 2,500 square feet area at the Eurasia office in Powai, and the Navi-Trainer Professional 4000 will be integrated with a full mission engine room simulator ERS 4000 and full mission GMDSS simulator, TGS 4100. 

This integrated simulator complex will be supplemented with liquid cargo handling simulators covering the full range of Oil, Chemical, LPG and LNG operations as well as oil spill response training.

According to Transas, “The complex will become the largest of its kind installed anywhere in India, providing unmatched flexibility in terms of the number of areas simulated, ship types and engine models. 

“Modelling techniques will make available to the trainees new highly specialized training tasks, such as mooring and towing, pilot operations, entering and leaving docks, oil spill response and search and rescue operations.”     

MARIS VDR2000 for ONASSIS Yacht ‘Christina O’

www.maris.no
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Norwegian maritime electronics company Maris has provided its VDR2000 voyage data recorder to the model to the cruise yacht “Christina O.”

The vessel was originally built in 1943 as a Canadian convoy escort and was purchased by Aristotle Onassis in 1954. Following its purchase in 1998 by Mr. Papanikolaou, a family friend, and a US$ 54 million refurbishment, it is again cruising the Mediterranean.

“We are thrilled to reintroduce the fabled ‘Christina O’ in all her original splendour”, says Mr. Papanikolaou.

“Having been a passenger aboard the yacht in my youth, I feel a special pride in bringing her forth to sail into the new millennium. Now after more than a quarter century, the yacht returns to sail into a new era in her original grandeur complemented by today’s latest technology.’

Dole goes back to C-MAP

www.c-map.com
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Dole Food’s in-house vessel management group Reefership Marine Services has returned to using C-Map electronic charts, after terminating its original contract with the company in 2002, C-MAP says.

A decision was made to go back to C-MAP vector charts at the beginning of 2004. There are currently 6 vessels using C-MAP vector charts. 

According to C-MAP, Dole understood that the British Admiralty raster charts, ARCS, were legally accepted as an aid for navigation, but later found out that this was not the case.

It says it experienced many problems installing raster onboard and once the installation was complete further problems were encountered with the radar overlay.

“Many captains approached the management and complained about the unsatisfactory quality of charts,” says Dole. 

“More specifically, the problems lay with the inability of raster charts to allow zooming functions, as well as the removal of unnecessary chart information, thus making them sometimes difficult to read.”

Furuno supplies 300 AIS systems for Tidewater

www.furuno.com
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Furuno USA, the largest U.S. supplier of GMDSS equipment, has been awarded a contract to supply over 300 of its FA100 Automatic Identification Systems (AIS) to New Orleans-based Tidewater Marine, the world’s largest offshore service company.

Tidewater Marine provides transportation equipment for international oil and gas exploration, drilling and production operations. 

The vessels will be retrofitted with Furuno’s FA100, which has a Minimum Keyboard Display, AIS Transponder and GPS Receiver.  

Tidewater Marine and Furuno had previously worked together in 1997-98 on their GMDSS Global Retrofit Program, where more than 200 GMDSS equipment suites were installed on Tidewater vessels throughout the world. 

Furuno USA is also providing a useful information service on AIS through its website, including regulations, approvals and certifications, the U.S. Maritime Traffic Safety Act of 2002, and a “very comprehensive AIS FAQ Document”.   

Man B&W electric engine deals

www.manbw.com
Kawasaki Kisen Kaisha, Ltd (Japan) has adopted the latest generation of MAN B&W Diesel’s 12K98ME electronically controlled engines for its new 8,000 TEU container ships, to be built by IHI Marine United Inc. in Japan during the period 2006 to 2007.

It is the first time that MAN B&W Diesel ME engines will be installed in ships built by IHI Marine United.

“K”LINE decided on the MAN B&W ME for several reasons, but predominately because the MAN B&W MC series has already been adopted for most of its vessels, the company says. This means sharing of parts can be more efficient, and its crew has already been trained in their use.

The electronically controlled MAN B&W ME type engine has already been adopted by “K” LINE for three 5,000-unit car carriers to be completed by the Chinese shipyard NACKS in 2005.

NACOS bridge system orders for SAM Electronics

www.sam-electronics.com
Hamburg-based SAM Electronics has received orders from Chinese, German and South Korean yards for a further 13 NACOS navigation command (bridge) systems, featuring radar-controlled trackpilots, ECDIS and other proprietary sensors. 

The order comprises eight 35-4 systems for a series of 95,000-gt tankers being built by Samsung Heavy Industries for delivery to Evergreen Marine of Taiwan in 2005-6.  

Similar systems have also been ordered for two 29,000-gt products tankers nearing completion at Jiangdu Yuehai Shipbuilding’s yard in China on behalf of International Andromeda Shipping. 

Also in Germany three 21,353-gt products tankers under construction at the Lindenau yard in Kiel for German Tanker Shipping and Seychelles Petroleum respectively are to be equipped with Series 45-4 systems; the vessels are due for completion in 2004-6. Almost 940 systems have now been sold worldwide.

Norselight safety equipment for Leif Høegh and NOL 

www.norselight.no
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Several major ship operators have upgraded their fleets with lighting systems to meet ship security lighting requirements, including a deal for 116 searchlights on 58 vessels, to Leif Høegh and NOL. 

Two lighting units, (SHRI 1000D) and the remote controlled Xenon searchlight (XS 1000), are fitted on both the shore side and waterside.

The direct operated metal halide searchlight SHRI 1000D was ordered by Leif Høegh, to adequately enable ship personnel to detect activities beyond the ship. 

It can be used at a variety of distances, enabling watch keepers to quickly detect any intruder and instantly change light function from very close to far, illuminating objects up to 2000 metres away.

The XS 1000 searchlight, ordered by NOL for its complete fleet of 32 vessels, features a beam range four times that of a Halogen light and is capable of rotating 340° in both vertical and horizontal planes, allowing freedom to direct light anywhere. 

It produces a powerful strong light beam, and reduces the vision of an intruder dramatically making it more difficult to approach the vessel.

US type approval for McMurdo AIS

www.mcmurdo.co.uk
The MT-1 Automatic Identification System (AIS) from McMurdo has gained full type approval in the US. 

This marks the completion of the final stage of the approval process and now means that the MT-1 is approved as being suitable for the AIS carriage requirements of vessels sailing in US waters. 

It is already fully approved for use in Europe, having recently received its EC Quality System certification and EU MED Ship Wheel Approval.

Marine Press of Canada distributes Japanese charts

www.marinepress.com
www.jms-inc.jp
The Japanese Hydrographic Association (JHA) has made an agreement with Marine Press of Canada to distribute its Japanese charts and ENCs. 

This will allow shipping companies outside of Japan easier access to Japanese charts. 

Recently, a series of Japanese charts in the English language was produced by JHA to further facilitate the use onboard international vessels.

JHA also provides digital Japanese tracings to Marine Press. These corrections are included in the Digitrace service, which is a popular tool for the management of chart and publication corrections electronically, currently used onboard over 500 vessels worldwide.  

“With Digitrace onboard, the mariner can get Notices to Mariners within a couple of days. We are confident this system contributes to safer operations”, say representatives from Kyoei Tanker Co, which uses the service. 

Kyoei Tanker Co made the decision to subscribe to Digitrace for its fleet of six tanker ships after a successful trial. 

AVEVA to acquire Tribon Solutions

www.avava.com
AVEVA Group plc, a British engineering software and services group formerly known as Cadcentre, has announced the proposed acquisition of Tribon Solutions AB, the leading global supplier of IT solutions for shipbuilding and marine design.

AVEVA’s strength in the plant design and ship outfitting areas will be combined with Tribon’s shipbuilding expertise. 

According to AVEVA, “The acquisition of Tribon and the compatibility of the two technologies will therefore offer what the directors believe to be a complete proposition for the global shipbuilding and marine design industries.”

AVEVA has been providing IT solutions and services to the process and power plant industries since 1967 and has a large share in the market for CAD designed facilities in the North Sea, as well as in the global power, petrochemical and pulp and paper industries.

Commenting on the proposed acquisition, the chairman of AVEVA Group, Richard King, says, “The acquisition of Tribon will extend our business into the adjacent and complementary sector of shipbuilding.

“The directors believe that the enlarged group will be able to offer the market a range of engineering IT products and services which will be unrivalled.”

