SSAS and ship security news 

Satamatics builds up OceanAlert distribution

www.satamatics.com
Satamatics is developing an international distributor network for its Ocean Alert Ship Security Alert System based on Inmarsat-D+, which has already been supplied for installation in thousands of ships throughout the world, and has type approvals from American Bureau of Shipping, Germanischer Lloyd and the UK’s Maritime & Coastguard Agency.

Ocean Alert is being marketed in packages including hardware, airtime, and online tracking and monitoring. A dedicated Ocean Alert website allows fleet managers to keep track of their fleet movements and to nominate contact addresses for receiving alerts.

Satamatics recently appointed Marconi Selenia Marine to handle distribution in Italy, Spain and the UK. 

“Before accepting this appointment, we researched a number of competitive systems and concluded that Satamatics' Ocean Alert SSAS was the strongest contender by far,” says Dave Evans, director of Marconi Selenia Marine. “We firmly believe it leads the way on end-user pricing, while the cost benefits are combined with market-leading technology,” 

Other distributors include Intermarine and Radio Marine Electronics of Greece; MARIS of Norway and Patronics of Singapore. 

WCC Launches SSAS Compliant Maritime Security Solution

www.ssassolutions.com
www.wcclp.com
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World Communications Center (WCC), a provider of satellite voice and data communications, has launched MariTrack, a ship security and communications system combined with an Iridium phone.

“WCC’s MariTrack solution provides ship owners and managers of ocean-bearing vessels with one turnkey solution to meet their multiple security needs,” says Weldon Knape, CEO of WCC. 

The unit costs $3600, plus a further $30 to $55 per unit if online tracking / logging is required.

The online system enables shipping company office employees to monitor ship location, see logs of any ship alerts, and also see logs of calls made by seafarers. Each seafarer has an individual user ID number. 

Radio Holland and Royal Dirkzwager launch SSAS

http://www.radioholland.nl

Radio Holland and Royal Dirkzwager, in a combined effort, have launched a ship security alert system. The package includes SSAS hardware from Radio Holland (Inm D+, mini-C, Inmarsat -C or SSAS). 

Immediately after announcing the product launch, the partners picked up an order for 28 units from shipowner Vroon.

Royal Dirkzwager operates a manned 24 hour security alert monitoring service; on receiving the alert, it will pass on the message to security response centres and pre-defined ship security officers / management staff. It will also provide reports and arrange periodical testing of the "alerting" chain. 

Also in the package is the Radio Holland Ship@Sight online tracking and fleet monitoring service, enabling the customer to access information about his ships and send short messages to and from the ships, seeing the position on vector charts. 

Security

Canada supports maritime defence development

http://www.osil.com
http://tpc.ic.gc.ca
The Canadian government has announced a $3.76-million strategic investment in a research and development initiative dedicated to improving geographic display capabilities in defence navigation and control systems. 

The investment is undertaken by Technology Partnerships Canada (TPC), a special operating agency of Industry Canada, with a mandate to provide funding support for strategic research and development, and demonstration projects that will produce economic, social and environmental benefits for Canadians.

The investment is part of a $12.5-million, multi-year project being undertaken by Offshore Systems Ltd. to advance the implementation of electronic charts into navigation systems and to integrate electronic geography into other applications of military command and control. 

The technology will support enhanced safety, security, communications and navigation in maritime defence operations.

PANAMA calls public tender for Seafarers’ ID

www.amp.gob.pa/amp/english.html
The Panama Maritime Authority (AMP) has called a public bid, April 7, 2004 for a new identification document that will be provided to Panama’s seafarers, officers and seamen. 

Proposals will be received by May 20 and it is expected that within 15 days the AMP will make its decision as to the winner. 

According to the AMP the new document, which will take the form of a passport, will “integrate the latest security standards and use them as a legal document for all seafarers on board Panamanian vessels.” 

The project will include an internal re-structure of the entire issuing process through the Panama Maritime Authority’s four regional centres in New York, Manila, London and Panama. 

When the system is operational it will replace the current seafarer ID.

“The primary objective is to serve the international maritime community with more updated information related to personal data and background checks,” says the AMP. 

“All the security standards that have evolved from both the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and the International Labour Organization (ILO) recommendations, minimizing the possibility of it being forged.”

