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McMurdo Ltd, the UK based manufacturer of marine safety, communications and NAVTEX equipment, will be showing its extensive range of McMurdo, ICS and Pains Wessex branded products on Stand A.420/E at Posidonia 2004. 

Key products on show include the McMurdo S4 RESCUE Search and Rescue Transponder (SART). This is a compact, lightweight radar transponder designed for liferafts, and has recently received Lloyds Register type approval. The S4 has a toughened casing, and is buoyant and water resistant to 10 metres. It has a five year battery pack and audible and visual indicators to show that it is working, with a built-in self-test facility. 

Also on display will be the ICS NAV5plus dual channel NAVTEX, that allows simultaneous monitoring of both NAVTEX frequencies (518 kHz and 490 kHz). The equipment has recently been bought by the Royal Navy see below for more details.

Other products on show include the ICS TOUCHCOMM TC2, a compact and easy to use area A2 communication system. Compliant with IMO GMDSS requirements, the ICS TC2 features an ergonomic design and touch screen technology, which allows control of both the VHF and MF/HF radios via one common control panel. 

Designed specifically for use within A2 areas by any vessel required to comply with IMO regulations, the ICS TC2 is also suitable for use in A3 areas by vessels that are not required to fully comply with IMO carriage requirements, such as large yachts, fishing vessels and smaller naval vessels. 

Pains Wessex brand pyrotechnics will also be on show at the McMurdo stand. Approved to SOLAS specifications, these include the Pains Wessex Manoverboard 360, Pains Wessex Speedline 250, Pains Wessex Mk7 Red Handflare, Pains Wessex Lifesmoke Mk5, and Pains Wessex Para Red, Maroon and Illuminating Parachute Rockets.

The Pains Wessex Ship's Bridge Distress Kit and Ship's Lifeboat Distress Kit, containing a selection of commercially approved pyrotechnics, have been specially developed to provide an easy way of ensuring a vessel is carrying the correct flares.

McMurdo’s popular Emergency Position Indicating Radio Beacons (EPIRBs) include the E3 406 EPIRB, a product that combines safety technology with award winning aesthetic design to meet the needs of commercial and leisure users and the G4 which has integrated GPS.

The E3 and G4 EPIRBs come with a quick release bulkhead mounting bracket for use in carry-off situations. There is also an optional fully enclosed automatic float free housing, which is GMDSS compliant. Both have the ability to self-test to check the battery is working correctly without removing the automatic outer casing, and battery changes are only required every five years. 

Also on display will be the McMurdo range of lifejacket, liferaft and lifebuoy lights. This includes the L5 and L6 lifejacket lights and L120 Lifebuoy light. The L5 range of lifejacket lights are available in one-piece or two-piece configurations for an easy fit into lifejackets. The L6 is a one-piece, manually activated lifejacket light supplied with a mounting clip. The L120 lifebuoy light is a cost effective, tamper proof, impact and corrosion resistant light.

For personal safety, McMurdo has a range of safety items including the Fastfind and Fastfind Plus Personal Location Beacons. These are designed to provide individuals with the highest chance of being found in an emergency. The Fastfind Plus features a built-in GPS receiver combined with a homing signal. In the event of an emergency, an alert signal is transmitted to COSPAS-SARSAT satellites and forwarded to a rescue co-ordination centre typically within three minutes.

Another personal safety product from McMurdo is the Guardian Manoverboard Wristwatch System. This is a combined digital wristwatch and manoverboard beacon and has all the functions of a conventional watch including an alarm, backlight, date and stopwatch. It is water resistant to 50 metres.

In the event of the wearer falling overboard the signal will trigger an immediate audible alarm to a vessel or helicopter equipped with a receiver or direction finder, giving plenty of time for the mother ship to locate the casualty. The rescue can then be made without the need for assistance from the search and rescue services. The miniaturized transmitter is powerful enough to send a signal to a vessel up to 1.0 nautical mile away and up to 15 nautical miles to a helicopter.

