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Thrane and Thrane acquires Eurocom

http://www.tt.dk
Maritime electronics hardware manufacturer Thrane and Thrane has acquired 88.6 per cent of shares in EuroCom Industries, which owns Sailor and Skanti. Thrane states that its ultimate objective is to acquire the entire share capital of Eurocom. 

Thrane and Thrane now employs 650 staff, in Kgs. Lyngby and Aalborg, Denmark, and Virginia Beach, USA.

“The purchase of EuroCom Industries will further strengthen Thrane & Thrane’s strong position as one of the world’s leading manufacturers of maritime communication equipment,” says Lars Thrane, CEO of Thrane and Thrane. 

“As a result of the acquisition the combined company will be able to provide its distribution partners and the market with a broader maritime product portfolio, including the three internationally recognized brands Thrane & Thrane, Sailor and Skanti”. 

“Today no other manufacturer within maritime communication can match our strong combined product program.”

Thrane and Thrane, Sailor and Skanti have worked closely together for over 20 years. 

Eurocom and Thrane have jointly developed GMDSS consoles, integrating the VHF and MF/HF radios from Sailor and Skanti with Thrane and Thrane’s Inmarsat –C. 

“The business logic behind the successful partnership has always been complementary products lines and mutual respect for the competences inherent in the two organizations,” says Peter Høy, EuroCom’s CEO.

“This business logic has never been more valid than today”.

Global Marine installs Broadband Maritime VSAT

www.globalmarinesystems.com
www.broadbandmaritime.com
PHOTO

Global Marine Systems, which claims to be the world’s largest submarine cable maintenance and installation company, installed the Broadband Maritime VSAT broadband system on its cable ship CS Retriever in Subic Bay, the Philippines last month. 

Global Marine operates 14 cable ships, 1 installation barge and 34 submersible vehicles.

The CS Retriever is stationed in the Philippines and provides repair and maintenance services for cable owners in the South East Asia and Indian Ocean Cable Maintenance Agreements (SEAIOCMA) region. 

The vessel is manned by 80 officers, crew and representatives. 

Steve Aspinall, general manager information Systems operations and support with Global Marine Systems, noted that Broadband Maritime was selected because, “We wanted a system that allows permanent connection to our data network, whilst allowing low cost worldwide crew calls, improving both efficiency and crew morale,” he says. 

Commander Dave Foster noticed immediate benefits from the system, commenting that, “…provision of Broadband Maritime VSAT has significantly enhanced our operational capability with real time email to office, 24 hour Internet and high quality voice calls at very competitive rates.”

“Ship staff particularly appreciate the voice value and internet. Most importantly, provision of VSAT better fulfils our customers’ communication needs. We have also been particularly impressed with the Broadband Maritime after sales customer service.”

Special projects manager moves to McMurdo ICS Systems

www.mcmurdo.co.uk
Brian Tyekiff has been appointed as special projects manager for McMurdo’s ICS Systems Division.  

Prior to joining McMurdo, Brian was regional business manager at PW Defence Limited. 

Based at ICS System’s offices in Arundel, Brian’s main focus will be on specialist projects for the ICS network of coastal radio stations. 

AT&T wireless communications on cruise ships

www.mtnsat.com
www.attwireless.com
AT&T Wireless and Maritime Telecommunications Network (MTN) have joined to introduce a wireless communications service available on cruise ships. 

The joint venture, Wireless Maritime Services, is to develop and launch an “affordable” communications offering that will combine MTN’s internet cafés, wi-fi, shipboard newspapers, and AT&T’s experience in delivering wi-fi and cellular phone services to consumer and business travellers.

The companies are currently working with several cruise lines, they say.

“We will make it possible for cruise passengers to place and receive calls, use short message service, and access the internet using their own wireless phones, just as they do at home,” says AT&T Wireless International. 

“We offer our customers the largest global voice and data coverage area of any North American carrier, and through this agreement we hope to extend service to the high seas.”

Iridium introduces global satellite fax and enhanced messaging service

www.iridium.com
www.on-go.com
Iridium Satellite has launched a new satellite fax service that will permit subscribers to send and receive faxes from any location in the world directly to and from any standard fax machine, as well as connect WiFi networks to Iridium.

The Iridium fax service supports inbound and outbound faxes through the uniHub interface, which has been developed by On-Go. 

UniHub is a plug-and-play solution that extends the functionality of Iridium satellite phones, to include fax and other data services such as WiFi integration. For inbound and outbound faxes, the Iridium phone is connected via uniHub to any standard fax machine or fax modem.

Call setup and routing are totally automatic and transparent to the user. Fax calls are routed through Iridium’s global constellation of 66 orbiting satellites.  

In addition, uniHub includes data capabilities such as allowing the user to receive text-based emails through an attached fax machine, and the bundling data of from onboard devices such as a ship’s GPS receiver and transmitting it via email to a shoreside Internet destination for ship tracking and asset management solutions.

Iridium extends discounts for crew calling

http://www.iridium.com
Iridium has expanded its Family First discount plan so that 35 per cent call price reductions are available at weekends as well as the first day of each month and major holidays from April 24, 2004. 

The system allows seafarers to use a pre-paid card to make calls priced at a single flat rate per minute, regardless of time of day or location.

The discounts are applied automatically and are in effect for 24 hours based on GMT, regardless of the location of call origination or termination. 

In addition, Iridium has announced a program that will permit its service providers to waive the monthly fee for new Crew Calling customers until 2006.

“We are adding Saturdays and Sundays to the Family First discount plan and eliminating the monthly fee for Crew Calling to make it easier than ever for crew members to keep in touch with their families and friends while at sea,” says Will Kraus, director of marketing for Iridium.

Xantic e-ChatCard simplifies distribution of prepaid cards

www.xantic.com
An electronic version of the Xantic ChatCard is available in pdf format or numbers only, making it easy, fast and cost-efficient to send onto a vessel. 

All Xantic ChatCard customers can now generate e-ChatCards using the ChatCard Online service, removing any hassle on the part of the shipowner in administering the system or handling physical prepaid cards.

All existing ChatCard Online functionally, such as the ability to top up, can be used for e-ChatCards in the same way as for the physical ChatCards. 

France Telecom SkyFile C improves Inmarsat-C service

www.francetelecom.com
France Telecom has developed SkyFile C, a new “e-service” for Inmarsat-C which it claims optimises message transmission and reduces costs, particularly for messages sent to fleets of vessels. 

“It makes global communications via Inmarsat-C more user-friendly, secure, reliable and economic and France Telecom hopes it will also boost usage of Inmarsat-C, the most widespread Inmarsat service in the maritime sector,” says the company.

SkyFile C does not require any pre-installed software on the terminal and registration is free of charge. 

Users can send and receive SMS to and from any GSM phone worldwide, and transmission costs can be reduced by up to 37%, since ship-to-shore and shore-to-ship messages can be sent in 5 bit-mode, enabling the user to send up to 51 characters instead of standard 32 in each e-mail.

There is also split-billing for simplified cost-allocation, allowing separate bills for private and professional connection fees, reducing the administrative burden. This allows the user to decide whether all shore-ship and ship-shore e-mail communication costs should be invoiced to the respective sender or to the Inmarsat-C terminal owner.

Traffic control is achieved due to a set of filters which limit the sending and reception of e-mails. Unwanted e-mails (SPAM and black & white lists) and virus are blocked and messages can be limited by setting a maximum size for attachments received, or by deleting certain non-essential elements contained in the header i.e. date, subject.

SkyFile C also enables vessel tracking through polling and data reporting via X.25, PSTN (standard telephone network) and e-mail. With a solution that is compatible with Thrane & Thrane Capsat Manager. SkyFile C is also compatible with Thrane & Thrane Easy Mail.

Thuraya Achieves Coverage Area Expansion Southward in Africa

www.thuraya.com
Thuraya Satellite Telecommunications Company has expanded its satellite telecommunications southward in Africa, thereby providing blanket coverage to Kenya, Uganda, and Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gabon, Rwanda, Burundi, Angola, Zambia, Malawi, Mozambique, the Seychelles, Zimbabwe, and Tanzania.

The expanded service, which is now commercially operational, augments the African footprint, bringing the total number of countries under the new Thuraya footprint to more than 110 countries, spanning Europe, North, Central Africa and large parts Southern Africa, the Middle East, Central and South Asia, and from end of this year, will further grow to cover the Far East as well. 

The expansion was made possible through the successful launch of Thuraya’s second satellite into orbit in June of last year, which was followed by a smooth transfer of traffic from the Thuraya 1 to the modified Thuraya 2 satellite. 

The decision to extend the African footprint deep into Southern Africa comes as part of Thuraya’s commitment to providing coverage to 90 percent of the continent. 

