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KME launches shipping flat screen displays

Kent Modular Electronics (KME) of the UK has launched two flat screen displays for shipping which need good vibration resilience and low electromagnetic interference. 

Both monitors have been certified to IEC 60945. 

They are 19 inches and 21.3 inches and designed for arm or pedestal mounting in bridge control rooms. There are only two controls – power and brightness – there is also an automatic dimming function so the display dims itself to decreasing ambient light levels. 

The 21.3-inch monitor has 1600 x 1200 pixels (Ultra eXtended Graphic Array) – the 19-inch has 1280 x 1024 pixels (Super-eXtended Graphics Array). Both have anti-reflective toughened safety glass. They are certified for operation at –15 degrees Celsius and vibrations of up to 0.7g at 100Hz. 

Simrad launches compact AIS system

http://www.simrad.com
Maritime electronics company Simrad (part of Kongsberg) has launched an AIS system. It does not have the minimum keyboard and display but is designed for being integrated into radar, ECDIS and ECS system. 

The system can carry free SMS messages (where this functionality is supported by the ground stations). 

JRC plans new bridge system

http://www.jrc.co.jp
Japan Radio Company has plans on the drawing board for a new Integrated Nautical Safety System.

The aim is to reduce accidents caused by ships manoeuvring (incorrect course or speed) and accidents due to grounding. 

The system aims to improve the workstation and man/machine interface. All instrumentation and controls needed to perform manoeuvring, course change and speed change are within easy reach, and immediately readable. 

The controls used most frequency are closest within reach. 

There is an electronic chart display, able to show 2 different areas of sea at once, in different chart scales. For example, one display could be used to monitor ship progress.

There is a track control system, which can monitor the precise position of the ship, taking inputs from GPS, speed log, gyrocompass, rudder order. It can minimise differences between the actual route and the planned route on the CDIS.

There is a sophisticated conning display. It has the standard nautical display (position, spend, ETC, heading, air, wind, course, pitching, rolling, course rudder). Then there is a docking display, showing speed in 3 axis, bow thrusters (pitch, RPM and power), stern thrusters (pitch, RPM and power) and a graphical display of shipsize image. 

An alarm display has screens for ARPA alert (radar), lost target, off course / route, power failure, CPU failure, radar ECDIS and conning display communication failure.

Seafarers can put together different elements of the conning display and ECDIS onto the same screen as personal preference. 

Marimatech launches new docking system

http://www.marimatech.com
Danish maritime electronics company Marimatech has launched a portable vessel piloting and docking system, E-Sea Motion. 

It can calculate the ships’ speed accuracy to +/- 1cm per second, and rate of turn to +/- 0.02 degree per second.

The software receives data from 2 different DGPS receivers on the vessel, communicating by wireless data communication or cable. Both of the DGPS receivers are portable and can be carried in the pilot’s kit (total weight of 3 items is under 5kg). The units have a built in magnetic clamp so they can be attached to any guard rail.

It will be tested onboard Bergesen OBO (oil tanker / bulk ore) ship Berge Atlantic.

The pilot has a touch screen, handheld computer with an electronic chart on it, designed to be waterproof and robust.  It can use C-MAP or S57 (official) electronic charts. 


The receiver can also pick up positioning data from GLONASS, 

The system has a replay facility, if it is necessary afterwards to find out exactly what happened. 

IMO launches online training institutes directory

http://www.imo.org

The International Maritime Organisation has launched an online directory of maritime training institutes, dubbed "Compendium of Maritime Training Institutes" (CMTI).

Each country is putting together its own information for the database; 

The site address is http://www.imo.org/home.asp?topic_id=518.

The idea is that seafarers can search for training institutes and IMO and donor countries can figure out where they need to spend more money.

There is also a list of maritime technical research projects going on around the world called "MARTECAID" [MARitime TEchnical Co-operation AID].

The idea is that research companies can use the service to find out ways they can get funded, and people funding research can make sure that the same research isn't being done by someone else already. It also helps governments and organisations to monitor how money is being spent. 

The site address is http://www.imo.org/home.asp?topic_id=489

The sites have been developed by IMO's "Technical Co-operation Division," under its "Integrated Technical Co-operation Program", which focuses on human resources development and "institutional capacity building." 

