Crew superquiet time extended
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Inmarsat land earth station operators France Telecom, Xantic, Stratos and Telenor/Marlink have all announced extensions to the seafarer "super quiet time," where they can obtain reduced cost calls, from 10pm to 2am GMT to all weekend and all night. 

The timing varies slightly between the companies: France Telecom offers 7pm to 7am with its  Opti-time scratch and phone cards whilst Xantic, Telenor and Stratos offer reduced rates from 8pm to 6am.

Exact tariffs vary between the LESOs, but as low as 1€/min. 

Typically, a 20 minute call at peak rate over Fleet and Mini-M will cost the same as a 30 minute call during happy hour. However, the same 20-minute peak rate call over Inmarsat-B will cost the same as a 50 minute call during happy hour.

Universal happy hour cards have a fixed tariff of 0.99$/min and are available in either 20 or 60 minute formats. They are single use cards and cannot be topped up.

NEW STORY

France Telcom Opti-time

http://www.francetelecom-mobilesat.com

France Telecom’s Opti-time calling cards were launched in November last year, and offer each user a dedicated mailbox, per second billing and a fixed tariff for land line or GSM calls anywhere in the world. 

The card also informs the user of the credit remaining in seconds rather than monetary terms making it easier to avoid being cut off in the middle of a call.

The cards also have a variety of top-up options available. To buy more call time, seafarers can either order a new access code to be delivered to them by secure email (the virtual card concept), or can keep a single card code and order a top-up by calling customer services. 

Telenor A to Fleet program

Telenor Satellite Services has announced an "Inmarsat A to Fleet" incentive program, giving shipping companies up to $3,000 free airtime when upgrading their onboard satellite communications from Inmarsat -A to Inmarsat Fleet 77.

The free airtime offer applies to customers who upgrade to Telenor Fleet F77 from Inmarsat A service before December 31, 2004.  Free service must be used within 12 months following the activation of the new Fleet terminal. 

Inmarsat plans to end Inmarsat A analog service in December 2007.

