NEW PRODUCTS SECTION – pages 2-3 

Seamanship launches Security Manager PHOTO 

www.seamanship.com
Seamanship has launched “Security Manager”, a comprehensive software package designed to help commercial ships gain protection against terrorist attacks and to comply with ISPS requirements in time for the deadline, to the Northern European market. 

It is a development of a well-established product, “Safety Manager”, currently installed in more than 400 ships worldwide and is part of Teledata’s suite of shipmanagement applications, for which Seamanship is the sole agent in the UK.

“Security Manager” runs on any standard PC, and includes planning tools, an implementation plan including anti-terrorist action exercises, full tracking of the maintenance and modification of equipment, security data transmission from ship to shore, and secure recording of all data.

Managing director Iain MacNeil says; “Time is running out for many merchant fleets – but the right software can enable them to hit the deadline. 

“Security Manager is the most user-friendly security management software available in the world today. It works on Microsoft Windows, which everyone is familiar with. Unlike cumbersome paperwork, Security Manager makes dealing with security issues easy and quick.”

KME launches shipping flat screen displays PHOTO 

HAVE PHOTO 

http://www.kme.co.uk
Kent Modular Electronics (KME) of the UK has launched two flat screen displays for shipping which need good vibration resilience and low electromagnetic interference. 

Both monitors have been certified to IEC 60945. 

They are 19 inches and 21.3 inches and designed for arm or pedestal mounting in bridge control rooms. There are only two controls – power and brightness – there is also an automatic dimming function so the display dims itself to decreasing ambient light levels. 

The 21.3-inch monitor has 1600 x 1200 pixels (Ultra eXtended Graphic Array) – the 19-inch has 1280 x 1024 pixels (Super-eXtended Graphics Array). Both have anti-reflective toughened safety glass. They are certified for operation at –15 degrees Celsius and vibrations of up to 0.7g at 100Hz. 

Simrad compact AIS system PHOTO 

http://www.simrad.com
Simrad has launched a new AIS system with display and controls integrated with the AIS Class A Mobile Station. The AI71 is based on identical technology to Simrad’s existing AI70, but does not require an external Minimum Keyboard Display (MKD) for operation. 

The AI71 has a four line display capable of displaying all text based AIS information. It can be interfaced with Radar, ECDIS and ECS as standard, in order to display AIS data over electronic charts and radar images.

“The AI71 is a cost-effective solution to meeting AIS regulations, but it also provides a powerful tool for navigation, safety and security in its own right,” says Paul Comyns, marketing manager, Simrad. “The integrated MKD makes the unit compact and easier to place onboard, but still able to offer complete AIS functionality.”

Norselight’s new bow light for fast ferries PHOTO 

www.norselight.no
Norwegian light manufacturer Norselight has launched the BL35 MX xenon bow light, which it claims is one of the most powerful on the market. The light is available in two configurations, one for single hulled craft and one for catamarans. It has been developed in cooperation with several fast ferry operators.

The Norwegian Coast Guard Rescue service has ordered the BL35MX for several vessels and plans to upgrade its whole fleet.  NORSElight confirms major deliveries to leading coastal fast ferry operators OVDS, TFDS, Helgelanske Traffikkselskap and Finnmark Fylkesrederi. 

“The majority of deliveries have been on the retrofit side, but owners are now requesting our products at the newbuild stage,” says Ulf Jonassen, sales manager at Norselight. 

“These systems are extremely efficient and with intense daylight-like beam produced, they improve the vision of the navigator substantially over traditional halogen lighting systems. Navigator concentration is stimulated contributing to safety and comfort.” 

JRC new bridge system PHOTO 

http://www.jrc.co.jp
Japan Radio Company has plans on the drawing board for a new Integrated Nautical Safety System.

The aim is to reduce accidents caused by ships manoeuvring (incorrect course or speed) and accidents due to grounding. 

The system aims to improve the workstation and man/machine interface. All instrumentation and controls needed to perform manoeuvring, course change and speed change are within easy reach, and immediately readable. 

The controls used most frequency are closest within reach. 

There is an electronic chart display, able to show 2 different areas of sea at once, in different chart scales. For example, one display could be used to monitor ship progress.

There is a track control system, which can monitor the precise position of the ship, taking inputs from GPS, speed log, gyrocompass, rudder order. It can minimise differences between the actual route and the planned route on the CDIS.

There is a sophisticated conning display. It has the standard nautical display (position, spend, ETC, heading, air, wind, course, pitching, rolling, course rudder). Then there is a docking display, showing speed in 3 axis, bow thrusters (pitch, RPM and power), stern thrusters (pitch, RPM and power) and a graphical display of shipsize image. 

An alarm display has screens for ARPA alert (radar), lost target, off course / route, power failure, CPU failure, radar ECDIS and conning display communication failure.

Seafarers can put together different elements of the conning display and ECDIS onto the same screen as personal preference. 

Marimatech launches new docking system PHOTO 

http://www.marimatech.com
Danish maritime electronics company Marimatech has launched a portable vessel piloting and docking system, E-Sea Motion. 

It can calculate the ships’ speed accuracy to +/- 1cm per second, and rate of turn to +/- 0.02 degree per second.

The software receives data from 2 different DGPS receivers on the vessel, communicating by wireless data communication or cable. Both of the DGPS receivers are portable and can be carried in the pilot’s kit (total weight of 3 items is under 5kg). The units have a built in magnetic clamp so they can be attached to any guard rail.

It will be tested onboard Bergesen OBO (oil tanker / bulk ore) ship Berge Atlantic.

The pilot has a touch screen, handheld computer with an electronic chart on it, designed to be waterproof and robust.  It can use C-MAP or S57 (official) electronic charts. 


The receiver can also pick up positioning data from GLONASS, 

The system has a replay facility, if it is necessary afterwards to find out exactly what happened. 

IMO online training institutes directory 

http://www.imo.org
The International Maritime Organisation has launched an online directory of maritime training institutes, dubbed "Compendium of Maritime Training Institutes" (CMTI).

Each country is putting together its own information for the database; 

The site address is http://www.imo.org/home.asp?topic_id=518.

The idea is that seafarers can search for training institutes and IMO and donor countries can figure out where they need to spend more money.

There is also a list of maritime technical research projects going on around the world called "MARTECAID" [MARitime TEchnical Co-operation AID].

The idea is that research companies can use the service to find out ways they can get funded, and people funding research can make sure that the same research isn't being done by someone else already. It also helps governments and organisations to monitor how money is being spent. 

The site address is http://www.imo.org/home.asp?topic_id=489

The sites have been developed by IMO's "Technical Co-operation Division," under its "Integrated Technical Co-operation Program", which focuses on human resources development and "institutional capacity building." 
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MCA funds navigational errors research

www.mcagency.co.uk
The Maritime & Coastguard Agency (MCA), in collaboration with Southampton Institute, is funding a three year scholarship for research into navigational errors, leading to a PhD.

The scholarship provides £12,000 towards maintenance in addition to payment of fees. The closing date for applications is 30 April 2004 and is open to qualifying UK/EU students only. 

The research will aim to analyse the influence and effectiveness of Bridge Resource Management (BRM) on watchkeepers, in particular identifying and elucidating the role of the watchkeeper, their decision-making process, and the use of navigation equipment in modern vessels.

Norwegian approval for Seagull ECDIS on board training

http://www.seagull.no
The Norwegian Maritime Directorate (NMD) has approved ECDIS onboard training from Seagull. 

Previously available only in the classroom, Seagull has made its ECDIS training more easily accessible and cost effective with an onboard training course package. The content of the training course covers all theoretical subjects and practical onboard exercises in the IMO model course 1.27.

Course topics covered are an introduction to ECDIS, chart accuracy, route planning programming and evaluation and practical use of ECDIS. 

The practical exercises seek to improve the working knowledge of onboard ECDIS system components such as the alarm and warnings system, steering system, and system limitations and possibilities. 

Upon submission of successfully completed course work, an ECDIS Certificate of Competence is issued. To receive a certificate, the CBT trainee’s reports and answers to the practical questions and exercises are submitted to Seagull for assessment and certification.

New director within MARIS

www.maris.no
Norwegian navigation systems company MARIS has appointed Ian C. Vendrell to head business development and further expansion of the company. 

Mr. Vendrell has spent in excess of 25 years in the marine electronics field and has been with the successful establishment and build-up of two international business units, one in maritime surveillance (VTS) and the other within Civil Aviation surveillance within Kongsberg Norcontrol.

He recently held the position of managing director of Kongsberg Maritime Pty, which he established in Singapore, was also responsible for the establishment of the Kongsberg Group’s activities in the Middle East. 

He joined MARIS as director of business development on March 1st, 2004 with the responsibility for business strategy, organization development and the international sales and marketing of MARIS products and services to the Merchant Marine, Para-military and luxury yacht market.

Norcontrol IT invests in radar research

www.norcontrolit.com
Norcontrol IT has purchased a controlling interest in the Norwegian radar technology company Applied Radar Physics (ARP). 

ARP, located in the Norwegian research centre at Kjeller, has been involved in radar technology for over 15 years. 

It will now contribute to  Norcontrol’s research activities in radar tracking technology, developing products such as the VET5070 tracker recently ordered by the Canadian Coastguard. 

McMurdo lights on QM2 PHOTO

http://www.mcmurdo.co.uk
Cosalt Safety and Protection, the UK distributor for McMurdo pyrotechnics, electronics and lights, was awarded the contract to fit the new Queen Mary 2 with important safety equipment for her maiden voyage in January 2004.  

The company supplied 6,061 of its Premier lifejackets fitted with McMurdo's L7 tamper proof lifejacket lights. 

This is the second maiden voyage order from Cunard following the fitting of the Queen Elizabeth 2 with lifejackets for her maiden voyage in 1969. Cosalt's relationship with Cunard and McMurdo dates back to the 1950s. 

“We are absolutely delighted that Cunard has continued its long term relationship with us, by placing the order for the Queen Mary,” says Alasdair MacIntyre, sales director at Cosalt.

The L7’s size and design it can be neatly inserted into a holder imbedded in the lifejacket foam.

This ensures the lifejacket remains low profile, which improves the safe evacuation of passengers, should an emergency occur. The design allows for easy fitting of replacement lights into the holder after their 5 year service life.

McMurdo UK Navy order

http://www.mcmurdo.co.uk
McMurdo Ltd has won a contract from the Royal Navy (UK) to replace existing NAVTEX equipment with new ICS NAV5plus receivers. 

The ICS NAV5plus is a high quality dual channel NAVTEX receiver which allows simultaneous monitoring of both NAVTEX frequencies (518 kHz and 490 kHz). 

The ICS NAV5plus is suitable for all vessels that are required by legislation to fit a GMDSS printing NAVTEX receiver.

In addition to receiving and printing NAVTEX messages, it has an RS422 data output suitable for connection to integrated bridge or PC charting systems.

A Warship Support agency spokesperson  commented, “NAVTEX is fitted fleet wide to vessels of the Royal Navy, to comply with the requirements for Global Maritime Distress and Safety System.  

This includes vessels from the Invincible Class Aircraft Carriers, to Frigates and small Training Craft. NAVTEX is currently being replaced with ICS NAV5plus NAVTEX, when fitting opportunities become available.  This commenced with the Single Role Mine Hunters during the summer of 2003.”

Keith Bradford, sales and marketing manager at McMurdo, said "McMurdo has successfully supplied and supported the Royal Navy's GMDSS safety equipment, comprising of EPIRBs, SARTs and handheld VHF radios, for the past decade. 

As a result of this experience, when looking to upgrade the existing in-service NAVTEX, the Royal Navy chose McMurdo to supply its new dual frequency ICS NAV5plus NAVTEX receiver, which is currently being installed throughout the fleet.”

New appointment at McMurdo PHOTO 

http://www.mcmurdo.co.uk
Rory Davis has been appointed by McMurdo Ltd as sales and marketing manager for Commercial Marine Electronics. 

Rory will be managing the worldwide sales and support of McMurdo’s entire range of commercial marine electronics. This includes McMurdo’s AIS, TC2 and TC4 range of communications products, ICS NAVTEX equipment, McMurdo EPIRBs and Personal Location Beacons (PLBs).

Based at the company’s headquarters in Portsmouth, UK, Rory will be traveling worldwide to support McMurdo’s international network of distributors.  No stranger to long distance travel, he served as a Navigating Officer in the Merchant Navy and later gained valuable experience in marine electronics sales at Kelvin Hughes.

AIS functionality for PC Maritime Navmaster PHOTO 

www.pcmaritime.co.uk
PC Maritime has developed AIS capability into its existing Navmaster product range of electronic chart display systems, allowing the display of AIS targets and associated information onto electronic charts. 

The number of targets that can be tracked is unlimited and can be filtered between dynamic data (position, speed over ground), static data (MMSI, name call sign) and voyage data (cargo details, destination, ETA). 

Existing customers can add the capability to their installed systems as a software upgrade, and for new customers there are a number of options to meet different market needs.

For vessels which already have ECDIS but with AIS fitted with only the minimum keyboard display, a stand-alone low-cost Navmaster ECS is available to provide a graphic display of AIS targets onto charts rather than the 3-line keyboard display. 

For pilots, the AIS enabled Navmaster terminal can be connected direct from a pilot’s laptop to the ship’s AIS via a pilot cable. The pilot can then receive AIS data onto his own laptop independently of the ship’s bridge system, giving him all relevant information in one place clearly displayed onto electronic charts.

For smaller ports without a dedicated traffic management system, there is a stand-alone “AIS Viewer” package to provide a cost effective traffic monitoring system. 

The AIS Viewer provides organisations such as harbour authorities with the ability to monitor vessel traffic on electronic charts and obtain standard information such as vessel’s name, call sign, MMSI number, position. 

The AIS Viewer software works on standard PCs with MS Windows and continuously records all data, featuring a replay facility should further analysis be required. It is compatible with raster and vector charts (ARCS, ENC, C-Map CM93) and can be self-installed.

Primar Stavanger provides easy access to ENC rules PHOTO 

www.primar-stavanger.org
In cooperation with leading hydrographic offices and several maritime administrations, Norway-based Primar Stavanger has collected and collated information about all relevant IMO SOLAS and flag state regulations concerning carriage requirements for paperless navigation using official ENCs and ECDIS into a “harmonised collection”.

This is intended to make it easier for operators to move away from the use of private electronic charts and to start using official ENCs. 

Current coverage in the article embraces Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Greece, Latvia, Norway, Poland, Singapore and Sweden. 

The article will be updated later with details from Russia and forthcoming contributors to the Primar Stavanger official service, with any additions appearing on the Primar Stavanger web site and in its newsletters.

CAE bridges for Korean navy warships PHOTO 

 www.cae.com
Canada based CAE has been selected by Daewoo Shipbuilding and Marine Engineering Co. Ltd. (DSME) to supply shipboard control systems for a further KDX-II class destroyer for the Republic of Korea Navy (ROKN), having already collaborated with DSME on two previous similar vessels. 

The complete system will be delivered in 2005 and is worth around CND $6 million.

CAE’s integrated platform management system (IPMS) is used by 18 navies and 130 warships worldwide. 

It monitors and controls all of the ship's platform machinery, such as propulsion, electrical distribution, auxiliaries, steering, and damage control. 

“The DSME shipyard and the ROKN are longstanding customers, and this contract certainly reinforces CAE's position as a key supplier,” says Rashid Khan, CAE's executive vice-president for marine control systems.

“The Korean navy's continued confidence in CAE's systems has played a key role in building our reputation among the world's largest naval forces.” 

Kongsberg upgrades simulators in Iceland PHOTO 

www.kongsberg.com
Three maritime colleges in Iceland will receive the latest Kongsberg simulators. 

The Vélskoli Íslands college in Reykjavik and the Verkmenntaskólinn á Akureyri institution will both replace their existing Kongsberg engine room simulators with full mission engine room simulators, while Stýrimannaskólinn í Reykjavík will upgrade its current full mission bridge simulator to the latest DNV class B model.

Transas navigation equipment for ferry newbuilds in Croatia PHOTO

www.transas.com
Transas has signed a contract with Uljanik shipyard, Croatia, to equip four ferry new buildings with its onboard navigation systems. 

Each ferry will be fitted with GMDSS equipment, ARPA/Radar system, Automatic Identification System, autopilot, gyro- and magnetic compasses, log, echo sounder, Global Positioning System (GPS) and Ship Security Alert System (SSAS). 

The contract will be implemented before 2006 and the first ferry is scheduled for commissioning at the beginning of 2005. The new sea train-ferries will operate in the Caspian Sea basin, and will significantly improve freight services in the area of the North - South transport corridor from India to North Europe. 

Polish coastal surveillance contract for Atlas

www.stn-atlas.de
Atlas Elektronik, part of Bremen-based BAE Systems, has received an order worth €5m ($6.1m) for a coastal surveillance system to protect the Polish coastline. 

Around 85% of the cost of the project is being financed through the European Union (EU), which is already financing similar projects in other prospective member countries such as Bulgaria and Romania.

The pilot scheme will provide surveillance from the Russian border to the Hel peninsula, north of the Gdansk Bight, with extensions planned based on decisions to be made in 2005. 

The system will include radar sensors for sea and air surveillance, infrared sensors for thermal imaging and radio sensors including GMDSS facilities. As well as a new data management system capable of data exchange with other maritime authorities.
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Evergreen ISPS certification for entire fleet

Evergreen Marine Corporation, one of the world’s largest containership operators, has achieved ISPS certification for its entire 75 vessel fleet. This was achieved with the assistance of more than 200 ABS auditors that have been trained to assist shipowners meet the IMO security requirements

Evergreen began its certification efforts in October last year, “In the interest of security and safety worldwide, it was a company goal to reach compliance before the deadline. To be able to achieve this goal three months early, and with the cooperation of ABS, ensures that our people, our customers and the world shipping community are aware of Evergreen’s commitment to this process,” comments Capt. Shiuan-Yu Kuo, Evergreen Marine Corp. Chairman.

“With other companies struggling to meet the fast approaching deadline, this early compliance to the ISPS code for such a large global fleet speaks to the deep commitment of Evergreen for systems certification in support of safety, security quality and the environment,” says ABS President and CEO Robert Somerville. “Our longstanding relationship with Evergreen, through which we have provided classification services, ISM audits and certification to the rigorous combined ABS Safety, Quality and Environmental Management System (SQE) requirements helped speed the adoption of these new security measures.”

A third of ship security plans filed by Panama’s fleet 

To date 2,239 ship security plans (SSP) have been approved and 600 more are in process to receive approval, from a total of 5,526 vessels under the Panamanian flag requiring the ISPS Code certification. 

SSP approval rose by 150% in March as vessels rush to meet the May 1st deadline, which according the AMP shows the effectiveness of the system it has established to ensure compliance.

The subsequent verification process will now be carried out by the thirteen companies authorized by the AMP to carry out such verification onboard. 

Already 87 ship security plans have been verified while the Panama Maritime Authority (AMP) has issued 30 five-year International Ship Security Certificates (ISSC) to vessels that have completed all the requirements.
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Crew calling discounts extended via Inmarsat

www.francetelecom.com
www.xantic.com
www.stratos.com
Several Inmarsat service providers have increased the amount of time that seafarers can enjoy ‘happy hour’ reduced price phone calls, extending the time from the previous 10pm to 2am GMT to all weekend and all night. 

From April, seafarers will have up to 12 hours of cheaper talk time on week days and all the time at weekends.

Previous happy hour schemes typically operated for around four hours during the week, and were scheduled in the early hours of the morning (UTC/GMT). 

The new schemes will give western seafarers benefits, with reduced price weekday evening calls starting from 7pm with France Telecom’s Opti-time scratch and phone cards and lasting for 12 hours until 7am and 8pm with Xantic and Stratos cards lasting for 10 hours until 6am.

The tariffs at the happy hour rate can be as low as 1€/min. Compared to a 20 minute call at peak rate, Fleet and Mini-M users will have 30 minutes or 50% more time during happy hour for the same money.

However, the same 20-minute peak rate call over Inmarsat-B will last for around 150% more time or 50 minutes during happy hour.

Universal happy hour cards have a fixed tariff of 0.99$/min and are available in either 20 or 60 minute formats. They are single use cards and cannot be topped up.

France Telecom’s ‘Universal Happy Hour’ card operating hours have also been extended. The discounted time slot, which will now run for 10 hours beginning during the week at 8pm and continuing all day at weekends. 

France Telecom’s Opti-time calling cards were launched in November last year, and offer each user a dedicated mailbox, per second billing and a fixed tariff for land line or GSM calls anywhere in the world. 

The card also informs the user of the credit remaining in seconds rather than monetary terms making it easier to avoid being cut off in the middle of a call.

The cards also have a variety of top-up options available. To buy more call time, seafarers can either order a new access code to be delivered to them by secure email (the virtual card concept), or can keep a single card code and order a top-up by calling customer services. 

Stratos has started offering 10 hours of cheap call time on weekdays and all day weekends equating to 98 out of 168 hours per week at the lower rate. 

“With CrewCalling Nights & Weekends discounts from Stratos, prepaid calling card users will now enjoy 67% more talk time using Inmarsat mini-M and 40% more talk time using Inmarsat-B/-M and Fleet services,” said Jim Parm, Stratos president and CEO. 

“Plus, Stratos' CrewCalling does not include surprise charges, such as connect fees, hold-time charges, or charges for unanswered calls.”

France Telecom 6 per cent maritime growth

www.francetelecom-mobilesat.com/
France Telecom recently announced its 2003 results, reporting an overall 20% share of the market (land and maritime) for Inmarsat, Iridium and Thuraya mobile satellite services. 

In the maritime specific sector traffic (in minutes) was up by 6% compared to 2002 (Inmarsat and Iridium) with a market share on Inmarsat-Fleet of 20%.

It also commented that “the introduction in 2002 and 2003 of the Fleet range (Inmarsat-Fleet 77, 55 and 33) and the marine version of the Iridium handset have proven to be extremely popular with maritime customers.”

Iridium’s family first PHOTO 

www.iridium.com
Iridium has extended its Family First plan of discounted call days throughout 2004. The Family First plan provides discounts of 35% for satellite phone calls on the first day of each month and on major holidays. 


The discounts are automatically applied to calls made with Iridium Crew Calling prepaid scratch cards, are valid for 24 hours, based on GMT, and are independent of the location of call origination or call termination.

  
 For 2004, the holidays covered under the Family First plan will include Lunar New Year (January 22), Eid al Adha (February 1), Valentine’s Day (February 14), Easter Sunday (April 11), All Saint’s Day (November 1), 

Dipawali (November 12), Eid al Fitr (November 13), Christmas (December 25), New Year’s Eve (December 31) and New Year’s Day (January 1). 

  

 “Crew members who work on ships and boats at sea live a lonely life, separated from family and friends for long periods of time,” says Christina Clifton, executive vice president, sales and marketing, for Iridium Satellite LLC.  

“Our Family First program was developed to make it easier and less costly for them to phone home via satellite on a regular basis.”

Iridium’s new fax service

http://www.iridium.com
Iridium announced his month the launch of a new satellite fax service that will permit subscribers to send and receive faxes from any location in the world directly to and from any standard fax machine, as well as connect WiFi networks to Iridium.

The Iridium fax service supports inbound and outbound faxes through the uniHub interface, which has been developed by On-Go, Inc. of Bethesda, Maryland, USA.  

UniHub is a plug-and-play solution that extends the functionality of Iridium satellite phones, to include fax and other data services such as WiFi integration.  

In addition, uniHub includes a broad array of data capabilities such as allowing users to receive text-based emails through their Iridium phone and an attached fax machine, as well as bundling data from onboard devices such as a ship’s GPS receiver and transmitting it via email to a shoreside Internet destination for ship tracking and asset management solutions.

Globe Wireless opens new office

www.globewireless.com
Globe Wireless has established a new regional sales office in Maracaibo, Venezuela, with Ubaldo Diaz being appointed as account executive responsible for the Latin America Region. 

Mr. Diaz, who has extensive experience of the local maritime market, was most recently employed as sales manager for Latin America with Globalsat mobility before moving to work for Globe Wireless.

"Ubaldo has a solid industry background coupled with an excellent understanding of the Latin American market," says David Arsenault, senior vice president of sales and Marketing for Globe Wireless. 

"This appointment is an indication of the Globe Wireless commitment to continue to grow and serve the important Latin American Region".  

USCG issues Inmarsat-C advisory warning

http://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/moa/docs/book.htm
http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/marcomms/gmdss/vms-4.doc
The USCG has issued a warning that urgent marine information, weather warning and navigational warning broadcast messages, distress-related messages, as well as routine messages may be lost if a printer is not connected to and maintained with the Inmarsat C

terminal, or if floppy drive maintenance is not regularly performed on the terminal.

Additionally, certain non-GMDSS-approved software (e.g. windows-based software) may freeze up if this maintenance is not performed. The guidelines can be viewed at the address above.

USCG notices to mariners on Internet only

http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/lnm/default.htm
The U.S. Coast Guard will now issue the Local Notices to Mariners (LNM) exclusively via the Internet, in order to improve service and reduce costs. 

From April 1, 2004, the U.S. Coast Guard will no longer print and mail copies of each LNM.  Recently, the Aids to Navigation (AtoN) Manual (COMDTINST M16500.7) was revised to authorise elimination of printed LNMs.  

Broström uses Virtek CommBox on 40 vessels PHOTO 

www.virtek.no
Belgian shipping company Broström has awarded Virtek Communications, based in Norway, the contract to install its CommBox  ship shore communications solution on 40 vessels. 

Broström spent almost a year evaluating the various systems available that met its needs, which included a cost effective e-mail solution, and a land based means to remotely control its entire network on-board all 40 vessels.

In addition, the solution will handle dial-up, MPDS, leased lines and future developments, and meets Broström’s new infrastructure requirement of fitting into a 19” rack on-board. 

SES shipmanagement solution selected by Ethiopian shipping

www.vardakis.com
Ethiopian Shipping Lines S.C. (ESLSC) has selected SES’ SES-OFFICE software for its headquarters in Addis Ababa and SES-VESSEL onboard all vessels. 

SES’ local systems integration and implementation partner Ernst & Young Ethiopia in collaboration with SES’ team will implement a complete solution for all departments according to ESLSC’s requirements.

The project began recently with the preparation of “a business needs assessment” analysis and will continue with the installation and implementation of SES-OFFICE and SES-VESSEL within April 2004. 

The system will cover Financial, Chartering, Technical, Operation, Purchasing, Human Resource, and Quality control functionality.

NYK Shipmanagement uses Seagull Security Training

www.seagull.no
NYK Shipmanagement has ordered the Seagull Security training package comprising of the Seagull Administrator module, CBT-module 115 (Ship Awareness) and CBT-module 121 (Ship Security Officer) for training its Ship Security Officers.

Captain T. Inoki, company security officer says, “At NYK Shipmanagement, we place immense value on the skill sets and knowledge of all our personnel. This is to ensure that you will receive the best standards to protect all assets and cargo. 

All training is highly focused; committed to maintain a very high standard of proficiency and awareness. Seagull Security Training Package is the obvious choice because it ensures a harmonized standard of training across our fleet and reaches out to all our crews and not only to those who have been to a shore based course.”

Seagull’s Ship Security Training Package is certified by three of the leading classification societies – ClassNK, Germanischer Lloyds and DNV, including recognition by various leading flag states.

