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PSA Logistics Introduces N2N™ Solutions To Boost Security And Efficiency Of Cargo Container Shipments

PSA Logistics, a wholly-owned subsidiary of PSA Corporation, launched the e-logistics suite of N2N™ Smart Container Solutions today. N2N™ is designed to extend and complement Smart and Secure Tradelanes (SST), an industry initiative driven by PSA and other port operators that collectively have container terminal operations at over 70 percent of the world’s ports. N2N™, with SST addresses the security, visibility and efficiency requirements of container shipments real-time.

The SST initiative enables supply chain partners to more effectively secure their shipments and comply with U.S. government programs by building on existing infrastructure of web-based software that’s uniquely integrated with automatic identification technologies. 

N2N™ is launched through PSA Logistics’ Container Security Trials (CSTs). Through CSTs, PSA Logistics provides manufacturers and all players in the global supply chain with powerful and comprehensive new tools to address security concerns raised by U.S. government programs, namely Container Security Initiative (CSI) and the Customs Trade Partners Against Terrorism, (C-TPAT) and Operation Safe Commerce.  

To date, CSTs are being carried out on five Global 500 corporations and their shipping lines that ship containers from factories in Thailand, Indonesia, China, India, Malaysia and Singapore to destination ports and warehouses in Europe, USA, Canada and Australia. 85 CST containers have been shipped; the first containers were shipped out of Thailand, China & Indonesia by 7 November 2002 and the first containers arrived in Australia and the United States of America by 19 November.  These are part of the 500 containers already signed up for the global N2N™ project. PSA Logistics is currently in discussions with other corporations interested in participating in future phases of the CST program.

Mr Robert Yap, Executive Vice President (Logistics)/ (Information Technology), PSA Corporation said, “N2N™ harnesses the capabilities of some of the world’s best logistics technology and service providers. It leverages on the momentum of Smart and Secure Tradelanes to ensure both the security and efficiency of global seaport commerce. This covers all inter-linked segments in the supply chain, from point of origin to ultimate destination, and whether inventory is in-transit or at rest.  N2N™ will demonstrate to our valued CST participants that the operational benefits of proven information-driven software and automated hardware will outweigh investments in improving cargo security.”

Background

N2N™

N2N™ partners with PORTNET®, Sun Microsystems, Manugistics, EXE Technologies and Intermec Technologies to offer a full range of component software applications and automatic identification hardware, such as electronic seals.  The components provide end-to-end visibility, management and security of containers, transforming them into “smart boxes”, or “portable warehouses”. These e-logistics solutions, which are modular and customisable, are implemented through PSA’s global network of ports and logistics operations. It is also linked with PORTNET® – PSA’s internet-based port community system where trading partners collaborate and share critical logistics information.  The real-time tracking as well as active electronic seals are provided by Savi Technology as part of the Global SST security initiative.  
N2N™ will also adopt an approach that supports open, international standards and protocols for information technology and electronic seals. The approach will enable its powerful infrastructure and applications to seamlessly link with the systems of importers, manufacturers, logistics service providers and government regulatory bodies.  

N2N™ enables users to maximise efficiency, reduce paperwork, and eliminate human error while providing automated freight booking and improving security, planning, inventory management, and speed-to-market as well as reducing storage costs. 

The suite of N2N™ Solutions includes the following:

· N2N™ Connect links manufacturers, distributors and logistics providers to deliver optimum transport planning and flexible real-time cargo management.

· N2N™ Secure helps shippers to comply with container security requirements and deliver their containers faster by avoiding unnecessary security inspections.

· N2N™ Hub strategically positions containers in PSA’s yards, which are closer to the final destinations, thus enabling shorter time to market.

· N2N™ Book, powered by PORTNET®’s CargoD2D, is an online freight booking system that uses a neutral platform for shippers to interact with shipping lines, forwarders, truckers and other logistics providers. 

EXE

Through integration of EXE’s suite of supply chain execution softwares, inventory visibility is extended to both Full Container Loads and Less-Than-Container-Load (LCL) shipments. It revolutionises the concept of warehousing by turning containers-in-transit into virtual warehouses by allowing companies to manage online containerised inventory.  With EXE's supply chain execution software, the availability of accurate and timely manifest information is made possible by integrating the company's existing Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) Systems with the Warehouse Management Systems (WMS).

Intermec Technologies

Intermec is a leading Advanced Automatic Identification & Data Collection (AIDC) Solutions Provider, offering AIDC Consultation and Systems Integration Services to ensure accurate and timely data capture for security profiling. The company’s pioneering RFID and Bar Code Solutions allows N2N( solutions to be extended to Less-Than-Container-Load (LCL) shipments, comprising multi-company and multi-product cargo within the same container.

Manugistics

Manugistics leads the industry in delivering innovative pricing and supply chain software solutions. The company provides comprehensive solutions for supply chain management, service and parts management, pricing and revenue optimisation, and supplier relationship management. The Manugistics best-of-breed transport management software is the main engine that powers the N2N™ suite of solutions and has made N2N™ one of the world's first transport management solution for sea freight cargo.

Savi Technology

Savi Technology is a leader in real-time solutions for the security and management of supply chain assets, with over a decade of logistics infrastructure experience building the world’s largest Radio Frequency Identification tracking software and networks for the U.S. Department of Defense, which is a key solution provider for Smart and Secure Tradelanes.  Savi Technology provides RFID hardware technologies uniquely linked with a powerful software platform and applications that manage, monitor and secure assets, and global supply chain security and real-time asset management, and is a key component of the container security trials currently undertaken by PSA Logistics.
Sun/ i-STT

Sun Microsystems, Inc. is the leading provider of industrial-strength hardware, software, and services that make the Net work.  Together with i-STT, Sun provides the platform and servers that provide robust, scaleable, stable and highly secure hosting environment for N2N™ Solutions.

PSA Group

PSA operates the world's largest container transhipment hub in Singapore. It provides every shipper an unrivalled choice of 250 shipping lines with connections to 600 ports in 123 countries. Besides its operations in Singapore, the PSA Group participates in 13 overseas port projects in 8 countries: Belgium, Brunei, China, India, Italy, Korea, Portugal and Yemen. Globally, the PSA Group is targeted to handle around 25 million TEUs in 2002. For information on PSA Logistics, visit www.psalogistics.com.
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Official Opening of Fuzhou-Jiangyin International Container Terminal Co., Ltd

Fuzhou-Jiangyin International Container Terminal Co., Ltd was officially opened on 18 Dec 2002 by Mr Cao De Gan, Vice Governor, Fujian Province, and Mr Hong Chang Ping, Director, Fujian Provincial Transport Commission. A total of 300 guests attended the opening ceremony. Among them were government leaders from Fujian Province, Fuzhou Municipality, representatives from the Port Administration Commission, Port Authority, Port Inspection Bureau, shipping companies and freight forwarding companies. 

Fuzhou-Jiangyin International Container Terminal Co., Ltd is a joint venture between Fuzhou Port Group, PSA, Lin’s Group of Indonesia and Fuqing Port Development and Construction Company. The joint-venture company will leverage on PSA’s expertise and experience in container operations and management to develop Fuzhou-Jiangyin International Container Terminal into one of the most efficient and advanced container terminals in south-east China.

Located on the northern shores of Fuqing Xinghua Bay, Fuzhou-Jiangyin International Container Terminal is endowed with favourable draft and marine conditions, and is one of the few deepwater ports in China. The first berth has a quay length of 375 metres, a 14-metre draft and a navigation channel of 15.5 metres deep. Covering an area of 350,000 square metres, the berth has a projected handling capacity of 500,000 TEUs a year, while the yard has a storage capacity of 30,000 TEUs. With two post-panamax quay cranes of 50-tonne lifting capacity each, five yard cranes and two front-loaders, it is well equipped to service fifth generation or bigger container vessels. There are no tidal constraints for vessels entering or leaving the terminal. 

To support the terminal’s development, customs clearance procedures are currently being streamlined, while investments are actively being sought for the 400,000 square metres Logistics Park located behind the terminal. With favourable natural conditions and a high potential for growth, Fuzhou-Jiangyin International Container Terminal is well-poised to provide efficient and reliable services to its customers and attract international shipping lines to connect Fuzhou to the rest of the world. 

Background

PSA operates the world's largest container transhipment hub in Singapore. It provides every shipper an unrivalled choice of 250 shipping lines with connections to 600 ports in 123 countries. Besides its operations in Singapore, the PSA Group participates in 13 overseas port projects in 8 countries: Belgium, Brunei, China, India, Italy, Korea, Portugal and Yemen. Globally, the PSA Group is targeted to handle around 25 million TEUs in 2002. 

Fuzhou Port Group was established in January 2001 after the corporatisation of Fuzhou Port Authority. Fuzhou port is one of two ports designated by the Ministry of Communications for trial direct shipping with Taiwan. As economic reforms and market liberalisation continues apace, Fuzhou Port has formed several joint ventures in port operations and services with foreign partners. Its joint venture with PSA is the biggest by far.  

Lin’s Group is a multi-national conglomerate established jointly by Mr Lin Shao Liang and Mr Lin Wen Jing of Indonesia. Its businesses span South East Asia and China, with investments in such industries as cement, flour, petro-chemicals, real estate, etc.

Fuqing Port Development and Construction Co Ltd was established in 1997. It is involved in port infrastructure construction, port management and operations, and port technical consultancy services, etc.
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