Transaxiom and INTTRA Provide Single Point of Entry to Logistics Supply Chain

 

 – INTTRA-LINK extends ocean transportation capabilities to more than 10,000 axsFreight users worldwide –
 

Copenhagen, Denmark – January 14, 2003 – INTTRA (www.inttra.com
), the leading provider of business-to-business ocean freight transportation e-business services, today announced the successful integration of its INTTRA-LINK solution with the axsFreight application from Transaxiom (www.transaxiom.com). The joint offering adds capabilities such as multiple ocean carrier booking, shipping instructions and the integration of global track and trace for INTTRA carrier shipments directly into the Transaxiom multi-modal transportation software solution.

 

Frank Holmstrup, Chief Executive Officer of Transaxiom, said, “INTTRA is clearly the market leader now and, with its industry-wide backing of the world’s leading carriers, in our opinion INTTRA will strengthen its position in the global ocean carrier market and extend its business to cover other valuable processes within the logistics chain. In coupling our axsFreight solution with INTTRA-LINK, we have extended a single point of entry for global supply chain management to our customer base of approximately 10,000 forwarders and consignees worldwide.”

 

Transaxiom is a worldwide provider of freight forwarding and logistics IT solutions for the transportation industry. In addition to its multi-modal transportation operational systems, the company has developed logistics solutions such as purchase order management, supply chain management, track and trace systems, management information and customer relationship management. The axsFreight application can run on multiple platforms, including AS/400, UNIX, and NT, but can also be used as an ASP solution or in a LAN or WAN environment. At present, Transaxiom has nearly 325 installations in 79 countries worldwide.
 

Henrik Dam Larsen, General Manager Europe for INTTRA, added, “In response to the expressed needs of Transaxiom customers, we have completed the integration of our two systems. Today, axsFreight users can benefit from ‘behind the scenes’ connectivity to INTTRA’s transportation network of leading ocean carriers. I anticipate that joint INTTRA/Transaxiom customers will benefit from streamlining booking and shipping instructions across multiple carriers as well as providing direct visibility to ocean-going cargo to trading partners around the globe.”

 

INTTRA offers a standardised ocean logistics execution platform to shippers, consignees and logistics providers around the world and is sponsored by many of the world’s leading ocean carriers. The INTTRA network provides connected access to almost 50 per cent of all global ocean containerised shipments through connections to leading software or via INTTRA-ACT and INTTRA-LINK. INTTRA is used  globally and has managed more than 1.4 million bookings and 6.4 million container events since its inception.

 

About Transaxiom

A transport and IT logistics software provider, Transaxiom’s (www.transaxiom.com) vision is to establish itself as one of the world’s leading IT suppliers to the freight forwarding and logistics industry, delivering implementation and training to a level beyond our customers’ expectations. Our expertise is developing and enhancing a fully automated global solution with high security, logical re-use of information and standard set-up for a fast return on investment. AxsFreight, our fully integrated regional and global IT solution, secures your success by enabling you to focus on your own core business.
 

About INTTRA
Incorporated in January 2001 and financially sponsored by a group of leading global carriers and logistics providers, INTTRA drives efficiencies into the ocean transportation industry by streamlining and standardising traditionally inefficient processes. INTTRA enables shippers, freight forwarders, third party logistics providers, brokers, importers and industry portals to manage the booking documentation and tracking of cargo across multiple shipping lines in a single integrated process. With headquarters in Parsippany, NJ, U.S.A., and offices in Copenhagen, Denmark, and Hong Kong, China, INTTRA meets today’s demand for simplicity, transparency, neutrality and confidentiality across the global supply chain, and delivers connectivity by establishing global shipping standards. The collective INTTRA carrier network includes Alianca, ANL, CMA CGM, Columbus Line, Crowley American Transport, DAL Deutsche Afrika-Linien, Hamburg Süd, Hapag-Lloyd, Maersk Sealand, MSC Mediterranean Shipping Company S.A., NYK Line, P&O Nedlloyd, Safmarine, and United Arab Shipping Company.
 
For additional information, contact your INTTRA participating carrier or visit INTTRA’s Web site at www.inttra.com.
 
INTTRA, INTTRA-ACT and INTTRA-LINK are trademarks or registered trademarks, service marks or registered service marks of INTTRA.  All other product and company names mentioned herein may be trademarks of their respective holders.
 
#            #            #
 
OR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Noble Group Wins 3 iNOVA Awards for Website Excellence

14th January 2003 Hong Kong – Hong Kong-based Noble Group Limited, one of

Asia's largest diversified commodities trading companies, received three

awards in the 2nd Annual iNOVA 2002 Awards for excellence in website design

and execution. The awards were announced in New York City on December 19.

The Group’s Fleet Management division won a Gold Award for its web-based

ship monitoring system, which one of the judges noted: "What more would

managers and ship owners want? This site has everything for them." The

company’s online information and deal-matching service, RawMart.com, won a

Silver Award while the Noble Group’s corporate website, www.thisisnoble.com,

received a Bronze Award.

“I am extremely proud to receive these awards as it demonstrates the success

of our internal IT department and our commitment to technology and

innovation,” said Noble Group CEO Richard Elman.

More than 260 entries were received from 11 countries, according to the

founder of the competition, Reni Witt from New York-based MerComm Inc. Gold,

Silver and Bronze and Honours awards were presented to the top one-third of

entries. Grand Awards were given to the top entry in each of seven

categories.

The Grand Award for corporate websites went to Zeeo Interactive while J.

Walter Thompson took the top honour in the online advertisement category for

its “Committed to the Cause” ad for Ford Motor Company. Other Grand Award

winners were Investis (UK) for the online annual report it developed for

Orange SA Interactive and Mercer Human Resource Consulting of Canada for its

work on MetLife Insurance Company's pension website.

Websites were evaluated for content, design and technology. Preliminary

judging was carried out by 35 web developers, site builders, creative

directors, graphic designers, communications managers, interactive media

specialists and executives from agencies developing corporate websites.

ooOoo

Note to Editors:

Noble Group Limited is Hong Kong-based, Singapore-listed and Asia's largest

diversified commodities trading company which principal activities comprise

six designated operating divisions: Agricultural, Energy, Finance, Minerals

and Ores, Logistics and Technology. The Group links producers and consumers

on a global basis, uniquely integrating sourcing, marketing, processing and

transportation of industrial and agricultural products and e-commerce

through www.rawmart.com.

Noble Group now operates a network of over 30 offices worldwide. These are

located in Abidjan, Amsterdam, Beijing, Bangkok, Buenos Aires, Calcutta,

Chennai, Chicago, Hong Kong, Ho Chi Minh City, Jakarta, Johannesburg, Kochi,

Karachi, Lausanne, Los Angeles, London, Manila, Melbourne, Moscow, Mumbai,

Newcastle, New Delhi, Portland, Shanghai, Shenzhen, Singapore, Stamford,

Sulawesi, Surabaya, Tokyo and Zurich.

Noble is listed on the Singapore Exchange Securities Trading Limited,

(NOBL). For more information about Noble, please visit: www.thisisnoble.com.

Enquiries:

Ms. Louisa Tam

Noble Group Limited

Tel: +852 2861 3511

Fax: +852 2527 0282

Email: noble@thisisnoble.com

Mr. Brad Smolar

SponsorAsia Limited

Tel: +852 2522 0268

Fax: +852 2573 2473

Email: brad@sponsorasia.com

NORTHROP GRUMMAN TO SUPPLY
NAVIGATION SYSTEMS FOR MARINE VESSELS IN BRAZIL
 
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA - January 13, 2003 - Northrop Grumman Corporation's (NYSE: NOC) Sperry Marine business unit has recently won orders to supply navigation electronics for four new marine vessels in Brazil.

Sperry Marine will supply a complete suite of bridge electronics for three 

2,500 gross ton vessels being built at the Fels Setal shipyard in Rio de Janeiro for Delba Maritima Navegacao.  The company will provide interswitched BridgeMaster E 250 and 340 radars, a gyrocompass, autopilot, speed log, echosounder, anemometer and differential global positioning system (DGPS).  The three new anchor-handling tugs are scheduled for completion in 2003 and 2004.

Sperry Marine will also supply an integrated bridge system for a new tugboat being built at Eisa shipyard in Rio de Janeiro for Norsul.  The company's equipment will include a Voyage Management System with electronic chart display and information system, interswitched BridgeMaster E radars, a gyrocompass, autopilot, DGPS, echosounder, speed log, steering hydraulics and Voyage Data Recorder (VDR) with InfoBridge software for transferring VDR data from ship to shore.  Sperry Marine will also supply speed logs and echosounders for two notched barges, which will transmit speed and depth data to the tug's pilothouse.

Sperry Marine, with worldwide headquarters in Charlottesville, Va., is part of Northrop Grumman's Electronic Systems sector.  The business unit provides smart navigation and ship control solutions for the international marine industry under the Sperry Marine, Decca and C. Plath brand names, with customer service and support through offices in 16 countries, sales representatives in 47 countries, and authorized service depots in more than 250 locations worldwide.

Headquartered in Baltimore, Md., Northrop Grumman Electronic Systems is a world leader in the design, development and manufacture of defense and commercial electronics systems including airborne radar systems, navigation systems, electronic warfare systems, precision weapons, airspace management systems, air defense systems, communications systems, space systems, marine systems, oceanic and naval systems, logistics systems and government systems.

 
Note to Editors:
To receive an electronic version of this press release, please e-mail Jim Rhodes or Mary Swetits at info@rhodescomm.com
#   #   #
 
 
Members of the news media may receive our releases via e-mail by registering at:
http://www.northropgrumman.com/cgi-bin/regist_form.cgi
 
LEARN MORE ABOUT US:  Northrop Grumman news releases, product information, photos and video clips are available on the Internet at:  http://www.northropgrumman.com.  Information specific to the Electronic Systems sector is available at:  http://sensor.northropgrum.com. 
 
A copy of this press release in Microsoft Word is attached.
 
==

For Immediate Release

Horizon Services Group Completes Implementation of

AMS Filing Solution for New 24-Hour Rule

DALLAS, Jan. 13, 2003 ‹ Horizon Services Group, the leading developer of

logistics management technology for ocean shipping, has completed

implementation of a system for submitting U. S. Customs AMS data in

compliance with the new 24-hour filing rule.

The new EDI standards required by Customs and a new web-based data interface

were integrated into Horizon Service¹s existing AMS system. The upgrades are

designed to help carriers and NVOCCs of any size comply with the new rule.

Horizon is the first third-party service provider certified by U.S. Customs

to meet the new criteria.

³Our new AMS solution makes Horizon Services one of only a handful of

companies that can act as a Customs third-party AMS service provider,² said

Rick Kessler, chief operating officer of Horizon Services Group. ³Our system

is unique in that it can handle the requirements of any company, from the

largest carrier to the smallest ocean transport intermediary.²

Horizon technology facilitates a direct EDI feed out of large in-house

systems but also supports small to mid-size carriers and NVOCCs by providing

a web interface for entering shipment data into AMS.

Horizon relied on its long established relationship with U.S. Customs during

the upgrade process. Leveraging its experience, the company has been able to

facilitate a smooth transition for CSX Lines to comply with the new 24-hour

rule and will offer its solutions to other companies to speed compliance.

³The short timeline for compliance really put the industry in a tough spot,

but no one can turn their backs on the need for better maritime security in

today¹s world,² said Duncan Wright, strategic sales and development, for

Horizon Services. 

The 24-hour AMS rule requires all ocean carriers or NVOCCs to present a

complete cargo manifest to U.S. Customs at least 24 hours prior to cargo

loading on vessels calling at a U.S. port. The rule extends to imports as

well as to cargo remaining on board the vessel for subsequent discharge at a

non-U.S. port. 

About Horizon Services Group

Horizon Services Group was formed as a wholly-owned subsidiary of CSX Lines

in 2001. Horizon Services manages all CSX Lines' systems, from back-office

operations to customer relationship management applications. In 2002, the

company expanded sales of its IT applications for managing the complex

processes associated with ocean shipping and intermodal logistics to

companies active in all aspects of ocean shipping logistics.

Contact: 

Gordon Forsyth 

BSY Associates Inc.

(973) 226-8580 
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HIT launches new ship planning system - Guider

[10 January 2003 - Hong Kong] - HIT officially launched its brand new ship planning system, Guider. The new system is a major advancement over its predecessors the SHIPS/CWPS systems.

"With the speed and volume of operations at HIT, the ability to effectively react to changing scenarios is important. Guider was designed with these factors in mind," commented Eric Ip, Managing Director of HIT. 

Incorporating customer feedback, Guider was developed in-house through a collaboration between the departments of Terminal Operations, Operations Development and Information Services.

No longer operating on a mainframe, the new PC platform is both user-friendly and remarkably versatile. With Guider a user can open several voyages on a single workstation simultaneously, all working within a conventional Windows environment.

Also improved is the flow of information between HIT and the shipping lines as Guider is capable of providing electronic reports in several different formats.

Looking ahead to the mega vessels of the future, Guider has the ability to handle vessels over 10,000 TEU in size. The system also is equipped with a powerful "Wizard" function, used to quickly define a vessel's structure and profile. The result is a 25 percent reduction in the time required to create a ship profile.

"Shipping Lines benefit from HIT's enhanced efficiency as they can rely on HIT to meet their demands, be it last minute changes or requests in the future," added Eric Ip.

Guider has been designed to accommodate future enhancements, as they are developed, ensuring that continuing improvements will be available well into the future.




LOG-NET Expert To Participate in Global Freight Data Standards Panel at Next Week's Transportation Research Board Conference

-Connie Mead Will Provide Inside Perspective on Global Transportation Issues in an E-Business World -


LITTLE SILVER, N.J. (January 10, 2003)  - -

WHO:    Connie Mead, director of Implementation and EDI Consulting, for LOG-NET Inc., an industry leader in international Web-based supply chain execution solutions.

WHAT:   Will participate in an expert panel at the Transportation Research Board Conference hosted by the National Research Council, a private, nonprofit institution that is the principal operating agency of the National Academy of Sciences and the National Academy of Engineering.  The session will explore global freight data standards in an e-business environment and will offer strategic insight from leading industry sources.  Topics will include: freight transportation, intelligent transportation systems, and intermodalism.

WHEN:   Wednesday, January 15, 2003, 10:15 - 12:00 EST

WHERE:  Omni Shoreham Hotel, Washington, D.C. -- 202-234-0700

DETAILS:  Prior to joining LOG-NET, Mead served as an independent consultant to the transportation industry, where she worked with customers, suppliers/vendors, and transportation entities to implement electronic data interchange (EDI) business solutions.  Her consulting activities included determination of the best EDI messages to meet the business need, preparation of implementation guidelines based on EDI standards, technical assistance in using implementation guides to support programming efforts, and reviewing test data for adherence to message standards.   From 1971 until 1995, she held numerous positions with American President Lines, including:  manager of information resources, North America headquarters; manager of EDI and customer relations systems; and documentation manager. Mead is frequently a featured speaker at industry conferences.

About LOG-NET, Inc.

Founded in 1991, LOG-NET, Inc. of Little Silver, N.J. was established to provide the finest trade, transportation, and logistics information systems.  The company has grown from a supplier of custom logistics solutions into a developer of integrated trade management applications active in more than 20 countries around the world.

LOG-NET's management and design team is comprised of individuals with leading-edge technical skills and practical operating experience in logistics and operations management.  This in-depth understanding of trade and logistics, balanced with the highest levels of technical capability, is reflected throughout the company's products and services.

For more information, please visit www.LOG-NET.com.

                                                           # # #
Media Contacts:

Jeanne Achille                 
The Devon Group                
(732) 542-2000, ext. 11        
jeanne@devonpr.com                     


 
NMEA ANNOUNCES NMEA 2000 LEVEL B CERTIFICATION

SEVERNA PARK, Md. (January 10, 2003) - The National Marine Electronics Association (NMEA), a trade association of marine electronic professionals, announced today that it is introducing a Level B Certification for easier and potentially reduced cost implementation of the NMEA 2000 interface.

NMEA 2000 devices are certified to a level of compliance to the NMEA 2000 Standard. The level of certification is determined by the functionality of the device to the network, and by the information the device must provide or receive from the network. The new certification level allows manufacturers to design NMEA 2000 into new or existing products with minimal investment in engineering time or product components due to the reduced requirement for large amounts of memory capacity.

"A manufacturer's product is not limited to only Level A or Level B," said Larry Anderson, NMEA Standards Committee chairman. "A product certified to Level B may offer one or more of the Level A capabilities if desired. This new flexibility allows manufacturers to scale their product to the necessary NMEA 2000 Certification Level."



About NMEA
Founded in 1957, the NMEA is an internationally recognized trade association of manufacturers, distributors, dealers, sales representatives and other professionals in the marine electronics field. Among its achievements, the NMEA has led the way in establishing technical standards for data exchange in marine electronics, with the widely accepted NMEA 0183 data protocol, NMEA 2000 and certification standards for marine electronics technicians. For more information, visit the NMEA Web site at www.nmea.org or call (410) 975-9425.

XENEX ANNOUNCES WINHORIZON SOFTWARE LAUNCH

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


HAMILTON, BERMUDA (January 10, 2003) – Xenex Innovations Ltd. (the “Company” or “Xenex”) (TSX Venture: XX), announced today the release of the new Windows 2000 / NT XP-based radar/electronic charting system, WinHorizon. WinHorizon is the result of many months’ effort to move our highly successful, innovative RAD 7 and RAD 9 software to the Windows platform.

WinHorizon combines sophisticated radar and Automated Radar Plotting Aid (“ARPA”) functionality with raster (BSB/NDI) and vector (CM93v3, S57) electronic chart support and navigation features (EBL/VRM, route planning and monitoring). This powerful combination puts all necessary navigation information in one easy-to-process display. WinHorizon can track 30 ARPA targets with auto and manual acquisition zones and can be configured as either a slave or a master, providing complete radar control of all makes of transceivers. WinHorizon is also capable of networking multiple users to a single transceiver via standard PC TCP/IP Ethernet Protocol.

Xenex is a high tech company commercializing the PC Radar Technology with initial application focused on the marine navigation industry. Additional applications for the PC Radar Technology include surveillance, search, detection, guidance, military, nautical, aeronautical and security industries.

For further information, please contact: Joseph Jinn, President & CEO, at (604) 985-6047, Ext. 108 or Keith Patey, Corporate Relations Manager, at (604) 985-6047, Ext. 103 or kpatey@xenex.com.

ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

“Joseph Jinn”


Joseph Jinn

President & Chief Executive Office

TEAMTALK SATELLITE ANNOUNCES 

SUPER BOWL XXXVII COVERAGE

TEAMtalk Satellite is kicking off the New Year with special coverage of

Super Bowl XXXVII to be played on Sunday 26th January at the Qualcomm

Stadium in San Diego.

As the countdown begins for the biggest day in the U.S. sporting calendar,

TEAMtalk Satellite has launched a high quality, low cost package, which will

ensure that those at sea have access to all the news and gossip in the

lead-up to this major event.

The Super Bowl XXXVII Special is a daily 2-page bulletin, which will

commence on Monday 20th January with match reports, game stats and team news

from the Conference Championships. From Tuesday 21st January onwards

TEAMtalk's coverage will build up to the big day with previews, team and

player news, stats and records, facts and figures and gossip. The last

update will be on Monday 27th January with the Super Bowl match report

alongside game stats and analysis.

TEAMtalk Satellite's Head of International Sales, Ian Davies said: "We are

delighted to launch this season's series of Special Editions with such a

popular event as Super Bowl XXXVII. Ship operators will not want their

passengers or crew to miss out on the biggest sporting day of the year and

we are delighted to be able to provide it for them. Our Special Edition

package for the year covers a wide variety of sporting events ranging from

the English and European soccer competitions to the Monaco F1 Grand Prix and

will also follow Wimbledon and the World Athletics Championships."

TEAMtalk Satellite is widely acknowledged as the expert in the provision of

news to the maritime sector. The TEAMtalk SatNews team publishes 55 editions

of news, in 10 different languages, every day.

ends

 <<super bowl press releases.doc>> 

Sue Henney 

Marketing Manager

TEAMtalk Satellite Ltd

www.teamtalksatellite.com

Tel: +44 (0)151 236 4124

F: +44 (0)151 236 9907

The information in this email & its attachments is confidential to/owned by

TEAMtalk Satellite Ltd & subject to copyright laws. If you are not the

intended recipient please delete this e-mail immediately. It is the

responsibility of the recipient to ensure that the onward transmission,

opening or use of this entity will not adversely affect any systems or data.

CSX LINES CHOOSE ULYSSES FOR QUALITY AND SAFETY
To ensure best practice in quality and safety management, CSX Lines announced today its decision to deploy the Task Assistant™ Quality and Safety package from Ulysses Systems on all 17 vessels and in land-based offices. A detailed review of all major Safety Management Systems (SMS) available to the maritime industry found that Task Assistant was not only the most effective, but could also provide the most significant cost and time savings.

"We chose Task Assistant primarily because of its potential to reduce confusion and help focus our crews on the critical, task-specific instructions contained in our Safety Management System," explains Michael Bohlman, Director Marine Services, CSX Lines. "With Task Assistant they can quickly reference the material they need for each specific task without having to wade through all the procedures and policies that are in place."

CSX Lines currently publish their SMS in pdf format. Although this provides an easy to use front-end, it is an extremely labour intensive process to set up all the links that need to be in each document to maintain the system-critical connectivity between documents. Updating these links every time a document changes is a drain on resources that is eliminated by Task Assistant™. Task Assistant™ allows manuals to be easily written, up-dated and controlled with minimal effort.
Ulysses Systems developed Task Assistant™ with continuous practical maritime input from the managerial staff and crew at all levels of a traditional shipping company. The task-orientated design intuitively provides the user with all the information and tools that may be needed to perform the specific task at hand. Not only does this significantly reduce the time taken to perform a task but also reduces training time tremendously and integrates all IT steps into a continuous intuitive business process.

"With Task Assistant, our clients are satisfied that they have gone far beyond procedural compliance to ensure they have minimised risk as much as possible and above all can readily demonstrate this to clients," comments Panteleimon Pantelis, Director, Ulysses Systems (UK) Ltd. 

CSX Lines, LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of CSX Corporation, is based in Charlotte, N.C., with 20 offices throughout the United States. CSX Lines provides domestic ocean-liner service and operates 17 U.S. flag vessels with 23,000 containers along six service routes between the continental United States and Alaska, Guam, Hawaii and Puerto Rico. CSX Lines also operates port terminals in Anchorage, Kodiak and Dutch Harbor, Alaska; Honolulu, Hawaii; San Juan, Puerto Rico; and Apra, Guam. 

Ulysses Systems was established in 1996 to provide business technological services to the marine industry based upon advanced information systems that help people work intuitively without special software training. Task Assistant™ is the award-winning software that makes information processing fundamentally more efficient and provides cost savings in the order of $70,000 per vessel per year purely from minimizing information gaps.

ends.

NOTES TO EDITORS

Task Assistant  has won the following awards:
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Lloyd's List-SMM Awards 2002 


Runner up in the in the category of Communications & IT.
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Seatrade Award for Innovation 2000


Task Assistant - an innovative project which will significantly improve the efficiency of ship operations.

[image: image3.png]CITIS




CITIS Award for Innovation in Maritime IT, 2000

Task Assistant - the innovative IT product which has made the most significant contribution to improving ship operation.

Ulysses Systems

With headquarters in Livonia, Mich., Ulysses Systems Inc. is a leading provider of computer products and services that now offer business intelligence solutions to a variety of industries.  With about 100 employees worldwide, the company also maintains offices in Europe, South America and the Far East.  For more information, visit www.ulysses-systems.com
For further information, artwork, photos or transparencies please contact:

Sue Terpilowski

Ulysses Systems PR Account Director

Edward Cook

Ulysses Systems PR Account Manager

IMAGE Line

11-12 Great Sutton Street

LONDON

EC1V 0BX

(t) + 44 (0) 20 7689 9009

(f) + 44 (0) 20 7689 8008

(e) pr@imageline.co.uk
Please find attached the latest press release from Norcontrol IT

[Relevance:International]

A NEW LEVEL OF VTS TRAINING – NORCONTROL IT ACADEMY INTRODUCES eLEARNING

Norcontrol IT has launched a new system designed for training new Vessel

Traffic Service (VTS) Operators and providing refresher training.

Developed by the NCIT Academy the VTS Operator Console (VOC) eLearning

course is an interactive, web-based eLearning system for training

operators of the Norcontrol IT VTS Operator Workstation and next

generation VTS Database application (VDB).

With many VTS operations relying on relatively few workstations –  that

are in use 24/7 –  the training of new operators often means purchasing a

whole new dedicated training workstation. Such a solution is impractical,

expensive, and now thanks to the NCIT Academy, unnecessary.

Both the VOC and VDB courses are compatible with most normal PC’s. "The

beauty of this type of training is that it can be conducted anywhere you

can plug in a computer," says Todd Schuett, the NCIT Academy training

consultant. "All you need is a CD-ROM drive or Internet access."

The VOC eLearning course provides a guided, interactive environment that

simulates what a VTS operator will see and do when using the VTS Operator

Workstation. Likewise, the VDB eLearning provides a guided interactive

environment that mirrors the appearance and functionality of the actual

VDB. Trainees can also test their skills in a scored evaluation of each

exercise. Both courses were developed using the eLearning design tool

XHLP.

Untutored training is a new concept in VTS. "The danger with eLearning is

in teaching and reinforcing mistakes," says Schuett. "With our program, we

’ve negated that danger. It’s not possible to proceed when you’re doing

something wrong. And you don’t have to worry about messing up the actual

VTS software while you’re learning."

The release of this new VTS training tool highlights the commitment to

customer service and emphasis on technology that makes Norcontrol IT one

of the leading players in the field of Vessel Traffic Management and

Information Systems. For more information on this and other Norcontrol IT

products, visit the Norcontrol IT website at www.norcontrolit.com.

Ends

January 2003

Further details from:

Steve Guest

Norcontrol IT

Tel: +44 (0)1454 774466

Email: steve.guest@norcontrolit.com

www.norcontrolit.com

Saul Trewern

Saltwater Communications

Tel: +44 (0)1202 669244

Email: saul.trewern@saltwatercoms.com
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We hope that you find the information we send you informative. However, if

you wish to unsubscribe from the saltwaterpr.com subscription service

please visit

http://www.saltwaterpr.com/_asp/subscribe/unsubscribe.asp.
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( BW)(WA-SCST/HPH) Smart and Secure Tradelanes Ships First

100 `Smart Containers' Across Pacific Ocean With Real-Time Tracking

and Detection

    Business Editors/High-Tech Writers

    SEATTLE & HONG KONG--(BUSINESS WIRE)--Jan. 9, 2003-- 

  World's Largest Public-Private Logistics Security Initiative Ships

 `Smart' Ocean Containers Loaded with Tons of Consumer Goods That are

Electronically Sealed and Tracked by Global Security Network Software

 for Real-Time, End-to-End Visibility Through Ports of Hong Kong and

Seattle; Hutchison Port Holdings Deploys Software and Radio Frequency

 Identification Infrastructure From Savi Technology to Provide Major

       Retail Customer with End-to-End Visibility and Security

The first wave of "smart and secure" ocean containers filled

with merchandise to replenish store shelves for the New Year have been

transported over the Pacific Ocean between major ports in Asia and the

U.S. West Coast. These milestone shipments mark the successful

operational deployment of Smart and Secure Tradelanes, the world's

largest public-private initiative to improve the end-to-end security

and efficiency of container transportation. This unique partnership is

sponsored by the Strategic Council on Security Technology, a global

advisory resource and catalyst for cargo and includes a rapidly

growing list of partners, including major shippers, port and terminal

operators, transportation service providers and technology solution

providers.


   The groundbreaking SST initiative repurposes infrastructure,

processes, and technology used by the U.S. Department of Defense to

deliver both productivity and security benefits to ports, terminal

operators, service providers, carriers, and shippers. By leveraging

existing proven methods within the context of an open system which

allows for innovation and expansion, SST has created a solid baseline

infrastructure that vastly improves security and productivity now and

can be enhanced over time as new technologies and enhanced processes

are deployed.


   Over the past month, SST partners have shipped more than 100

40-foot long ocean containers, which have carried automotive parts,

electronic equipment, toys and other consumer product goods, have been

equipped with electronic seals that detect security breaches and

instantly communicate their status and location over radio frequencies

to a web-based software security network. The first 100 of these

"smart and secure" containers have been shipped between the ports of

Hong Kong, Singapore, Seattle and Los Angeles and Long Beach over the

past six weeks.


   The most recent shipment just days before the New Year

included

ten container loads of store merchandise that was managed successfully

by Hutchison Port Holdings (HPH) - the world's largest port operator

-- on behalf of a major U.S.-based retailer and that involved a number

of HPH partners, including Savi Technology, Maersk Logistics and

Mitsui OSK. The real-time solutions provided for the initial SST

roll-outs managed by HPH came from Savi Technology, which is providing

Radio Frequency Identification hardware (SmartSeals, Readers and

Signposts), as well as inter-linked software, including the Savi

SmartChain(TM) Platform and Transportation Security System software

application.


   "As the largest port operator in the world, we have a vested

interest in making sure that ocean-going cargo operations worldwide

are conducted in the safest and most efficient manner," said John

Meredith, Group Managing Director of HPH, a founding member of Smart

and Secure Tradelanes, which was announced last summer by Sen. Patty

Murray (D-WASH) on Capitol Hill.


   "We're excited about working closely with some of the

world's

major companies in this initiative, and we're encouraged by the

progress and initial results of the first container shipments between

Asia and the U.S. West Coast," Meredith added. "SST is a model we

expect to continue to roll out in critical trade lanes worldwide." HPH

is a wholly owned subsidiary of Hutchison-Whampoa Ltd. (SEHK: 0013),

the world's largest port operating company, managing 30 ports in Asia,

Middle East, Europe, Africa, and the Americas, which are the leading

ports of origin for the total import container traffic to U.S. ports.


   "The Port of Seattle is excited to be a part of this program

to

safeguard our cargo, our citizens and our economy," said Port of

Seattle Chief Executive Officer Mic Dinsmore. "As one of the nation's

primary gateways for international trade, we think this technology

represents a major step in securing the supply chain from factory door

to the showroom floor."


   "In just a few months, Smart and Secure Tradelanes has gone

from a

concept to a concrete reality using sophisticated wireless and

Internet technologies in one of the world's most complex environments

- the global supply chain," said Gen. John Coburn, U.S. Army (Ret.),

and chairman of the Strategic Council on Security Technology.


   "I'm very proud that so much progress has occurred so quickly

to

implement this international security initiative, which is closely

coordinated with U.S. government programs such as CSI (Container

Security Initiative) and C-TPAT (Customs Trade Partnership Against

Terrorism). It's gratifying to see that battle-tested technologies

developed for the U.S. Department of Defense now are being leveraged

to protect lives and livelihoods in the commercial world." Coburn,

formerly the commanding general of the U.S. Army Materiel Command, was

instrumental in building DoD's Total Asset Visibility network, the

world's largest active RFID supply tracking system that manages

270,000 conveyances moving through over 40 countries.


   SST is leveraging and extending the physical infrastructure,

technology and experience of the TAV network that was primarily built

and is operated Savi Technology. This 6th-generation technology is now

being applied to SST, making SST-sponsored containers the most highly

secured and efficiently managed in the world. These unique containers

have been locked at their point of origin with electronic seals

(E-Seals) that function like mini-computers because of integrated

circuit boards in them that automatically store, process, receive and

transmit information via radio antenna to a powerful software platform

and robust applications. As a result, event-driven information is

automatically transmitted on the location, status and security of

containers, which also provides a documented audit trail of the

shipments.


   The initiative now involves implementation at 11 major ocean

tradelanes worldwide, and has grown to about 35 partners, including

the world's three largest port operators handling 70 percent of world

trade - Hutchison Port Holdings (HPH), P&O Ports and PSA Corporation;

major shippers such as Target Corporation (NYSE: TGT); transportation

service providers; and best-of-breed technology solution providers

such as QUALCOMM (Nasdaq: QCOMM), SAIC, Parsons Brinckerhoff, and Savi

Technology, which serves as the primary solution provider of the

hardware and software.


   SST is a phased, industry-driven initiative using an open

technology platform working in coordination with U.S. Customs,

Transportation Security Administration, Operation Safe Commerce,

C-TPAT and the Container Security Administration to improve the

security and productivity of cargo shipments.


   In the most recent shipment managed by HPH, about a dozen

"smart

and secure" containers started their journey at a consolidation center

near the Port of Hong Kong, where more than 2 million containers

account for over 20 per cent of imports into the United States. After

authorized personnel loaded and bolt-locked these 40-foot long

containers, they became "smart and secure" when electronically sealed

with Savi Technology's EchoPoint 645 SmartSeals.


   The sealing "event" was automatically recorded by a handheld

device, which enabled authorized personnel to capture and verify key

information, such as the time, date, location, container

identification, booking and contents (manifest), with shipment

information already keyed into the Transportation Security System

developed by Savi and operated by HPH. Key data points were then

electronically verified and available for Customs authorities to

determine pre-loading inspections. The "smart and secure" containers

were then moved to a container yard where they waited to be loaded

onto the right vessels.


   Throughout this pre-loading process, strategically placed

RFID

readers continuously monitored their location and security status (and

verify information) up until the time they were scheduled for

departure. With no irregularities recorded, these containers were

loaded onto a vessel with some 5,000 other conventional containers

that looked the same but weren't electronically secured.


   After the typical 10-day journey across the Pacific Ocean,

the

vessel transporting these containers berthed at the Port of Seattle,

where another series of strategically placed RFID readers recorded

their location and security status, enabling the shipments to be

verified and certified in near real-time by all relevant U.S.

authorities. Once cleared to exit the Port of Seattle, the smart

containers were loaded onto the chassis of a regional carrier and

transported to a third-party distribution facility outside the Port of

Seattle. The distribution center, which is also equipped with the same

SST technology, continued to capture key events and transmit them to

the Savi Transportation Security System software, where real-time

information is accessed by pre-authorized parties in a secured

Internet environment. Authorized personnel then unlocked the SmartSeal

using an encrypted code, the event was recorded and transmitted to the

Transportation Security System software, enabling complete information

verification and the instant creation of a documented audit trail of

the entire process.


   From there, the merchandise was shipped to retail stores

throughout the Northwest - safely, securely and efficiently - just in

time to replenish store shelves for 2003.


   About the Strategic Council on Security Technology


   The Strategic Council on Security Technology is an

international

assembly of top executives from the world's largest port operators,

major logistics technology providers, four-star generals, former

public officials and prominent transportation consultancies. Acting as

an international resource, the Strategic Council on Security

Technology is committed to helping ensure greater supply chain

security through best-of-breed practices and technologies while

working with a variety of other industry associations.


   About HPH


   Hutchison Port Holdings (HPH) is the world's leading port

investor, developer and operator with interests in 15 countries

throughout Asia, Middle East, Africa, Europe and the Americas. Today,

HPH operates a total of 169 berths in 30 ports together with a number

of transportation related service companies. With industry recognized

core competence in the effective and efficient management and

operation of container ports, the HPH Group handled 27 million TEU in

2001.

    --30--wg/sf*

    CONTACT: Strategic Council on Security Technology           

             Mark Nelson, 408/743-8000       

             mnelson@scst.info    

             or

             Hutchison Port Holdings          

             Michelle Lu, (852) 2619-7557                  

             gca@hph.com.hk                   
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