PORTS

Tideland Maritime VTMIS at Corpus Christi

www.tidelandsignal.com
Tideland Maritime Systems has won a contract to supply the port of Corpus Christi, Texas, with a complete vessel traffic management and information system (VTMIS) from Norcontrol IT. 

The contract is a result of a teaming agreement between Tideland and Norcontrol IT, which started in July 2003.

The complete system will consist of camera surveillance, two radar-tracking systems, an AIS base station, and a microwave communication link. The information will be collected and displayed using the Norcontrol IT VTMIS 5060.

Norcontrol wins Swedish VTS contract and upgrades Spanish VTS

www.norcontrolit.com
Norcontrol IT has been awarded a new VTS installation contract by the Swedish Maritime Administration to supply upgrades to the Swedish West Coast VTS, including replacement of the existing Norcontrol VTS 5000 system at Gothenburg Port. 

The new VTS system will be operational at the latest by January 12, 2005 and will include the VTMIS5060 with information being gathered from 7 Radar sites along the Swedish West Coast, in addition to AIS information. Norcontrol IT will also supply and install 6 operator workstations to form the core of the operations room.

“This is the third time Norcontrol IT has been chosen by the Swedish Maritime Administration, and is based on the fact that we are very satisfied with the systems and service they have supplied in the past,” comments Anders Bjäringe of the Swedish Maritime Administration. 

Norcontrol IT has also been selected to supply upgrades for the VTS system at the port of La Coruña in Spain. A new system based on Norcontrol IT’s VTMIS 5060 will be in place by August 2004 with added AIS data and information management functionality.

Kongsberg installs surveillance system at Aberdeen harbour 

www.kongsbergmaritime.com
Aberdeen Harbour is using an Internet Protocol (IP) based observation system that supplies high-resolution camera pictures and AIS information to the harbour authority. Harbour personnel in any office can identify and monitor all shipping traffic at the harbour over their internal LAN.

Remote control and monitoring over the Internet from any location is available with high quality MPEG 4 images and AIS information being received over a typical 256Kbps ADSL link. A demonstration is available live on the Kongsberg website.

A Kongsberg Seatex AI71 AIS unit has been integrated with the camera system, allowing the remote observer to view live AIS information in conjunction with the live video feed, assisting the operator to identify potential threats and dangers.

“In the short time that the IP system has been available to the market, we have demonstrated its capabilities to several potential customers including the US DoD,” comments Will Attfield, Commercial Manager, Kongsberg Maritime Ltd.

Object Video supplies US port surveillance systems

www.objectvideo.com
ObjectVideo has won a contract to install its intelligent video surveillance (IVS) to protect the perimeter of Port Everglades and the Jacksonville Port Authority. ObjectVideo is a leader in intelligent video surveillance software with customers including the Department of Homeland Security's Customs and Border Protection, the Department of Defense, the U.S. Air Force, and the Department of Energy.  

Port Everglades selected ObjectVideo VEW for its patented "video tripwire" technology. The system runs all objects in a camera's view against threat-specific pre-programmed rules.  

When an object violates a rule, for example, a small boat loiters next to a ship or a bag is left unattended at a cruise ship terminal, the software alerts port security personnel by phone, pager, email or an alert console.

"We intend to take advantage of the most innovative technologies and means for keeping our port secure," said Mel Becena, security administrator for Port Everglades.

 "I believe the level of sophistication that ObjectVideo VEW provides including features such as its video tripwire are essential in making our port security proactive."

ObjectVideo was also recently been named in the 2004 Red Herring 100 list of the most promising private companies leading in innovation, technology and strategy.  Past winners include Google, eBay and Salesforce.com

Saab offers VTMIS solution

www.transpondertech.se
Saab TransponderTech AB and Navielektro ky, a provider of VTMS solutions, will cooperate in promoting their products for the VTMS and Coastal Surveillance Systems market. The two companies have a long co-operation in the field of AIS system technology and were the first in the market to supply a system for fusion of AIS and radar tracks.

The VTMS systems will be promoted under the Saab brand name and the team will aim to become a major player on the world market.

E-BUSINESS

Bunkerworld expands in Singapore

www.bunkerworld.com
Bunkerworld has opened a new office in Singapore, the world's largest bunkering centre. The move comes as part of Bunkerworld's strategy to provide the global bunker industry with first hand news and price information for over 220 ports in a real time format.

“In moving to Singapore we are providing our over 5,000 registered users with a value-added service in line with an industry that continues to evolve into a fast-moving and multi-faceted market place,” says Matt Cape, Managing Director of Bunkerworld.

“Bunkerworld can now provide an online service that caters for users working daily in the Asian marine fuels market with a value-added news and pricing service online in local time – a factor no other information provider in the marine fuels market can claim,” he adds.

CargoSmart launches China website

http://www.cargosmart.cn
CargoSmart, a leading portal and integration provider for the ocean container transportation industry with over 13,000 registered users, has launched a website for its customers in China, to cater to the fast-growing China market.  

According to the company, a website in Chinese and tailored to the China market makes it easier for customers in China to make their shipment transactions online and to share their shipment information with other associates in their supply chains.

HITT and Fairplay in online information joint venture

www.aislive.com
HITT, a leading provider of traffic management and navigation systems and Lloyd’s Register- Fairplay, have formed a joint venture company “AIS Live Limited”. The company will focus on developing on-line shipping information services for port communities and authorities. 

The initial services will provide users with on-line access to the details of vessels visiting their ports enabling them to plan effective port related activities. In addition to a range of subscription services, a free access element is to be provided.

The joint venture will develop the services already provided to a growing number of port communities from aislive.com, an existing website developed by HITT on which real-time information about vessel movements can be viewed. This information will be linked to the Lloyd’s Register-Fairplay maritime database, which contains details on over 91,000 commercial ships, and over 50,000 owners, managers and operators.

The aislive.com network currently provides real-time information from a number of locations with the most extensive network providing information on vessels transiting the English Channel and Dutch coast. 

Horizon lines implements online hazardous cargo declarations

www.horizonservicesgroup.com
Horizon Services Group has launched NetCaptain HazDec, a web-based application to allow shippers to submit dangerous goods declarations via the Internet. The HazDec tool is designed to eliminate errors and reduce communications costs and lost documents for shippers while improving compliance and maritime safety. NetCaptain is free for all Horizon Lines customers. 

Chevron Texaco implements ShipNet

www.shipnet.com
Chevron Texaco, one of the largest global energy companies, has entered into an agreement with ShipNet to provide solutions to manage all Chartering, Operations, Voyage Accounting and vessel reporting world wide.
ELECTRONICS 

Kongsberg launches bulk carrier water ingress detection system

www.kongsberg.com
Kongsberg Maritime is launching a new Water Ingress Detection System specifically for bulk carriers. The system uses new patented GL-10 water detection sensors, which have been designed by Kongsberg Maritime to operate without fault in the harsh conditions found in the cargo holds and other areas of a ship where water ingress may occur.

CAE receives CDN$6 million in marine orders

www.cae.com
CAE Valmarine is to supply marine controls for Royal Caribbean Cruise's Ultra Voyager, the world's largest passenger ship. The contract will include a complete machinery automation system and a heating, ventilation and air conditioning system. CAE Valmarine has already supplied automation systems for all five of the earlier Voyager-class ships. 

In addition, CAE Valmarine has received its first-ever order for a dynamic position system, which will be installed in an offshore supply vessel belonging to Norway's Ostensjo Rederi AS. The dynamic positioning system automatically allows vessels to hold their positions by means of propulsions and thrusters. 

CAE Valmarine also has a contract for an integrated ship automation system for a fast attack vessel owned by the Finnish navy. The package includes machinery monitoring, controls and alarms, valves, pumps and power management for delivery in June 2005.

CalMac orders for PC Maritime Navmaster

www.pcmaritime.co.uk
Scottish ferries operator Caledonian MacBrayne has purchased a further five Navmaster Professional systems; a total of ten CalMac ferries are now equipped with the terminals. 

CalmacMarine Superintendent Captain Norman Jones comments, ”What we wanted was a user-friendly and very efficient electronic chart system for our major vessels.  We originally trialled other systems but found that PC Maritime’s Navmaster was the most suitable. 

 We bought the first system in 2000 and since then have bought more systems for newbuilds and existing vessels.  We particularly like the fact that PC Maritime will take note of feedback and comments, and we have seen improvements in the Navmaster system which are the result of our masters’ suggestions.“

PC Maritime plans to submit a new version of Navmaster to DNV for ECDIS Type Approval this autumn, which will enable the company’s existing customers to upgrade, but the company will continue to offer Navmaster Professional as a lower-cost ECS option.
Transas installs simulators in China

www.transas.com
Transas will complete two Navi-Trainer Professional 4000 installations in China. The first project is for Zhoushan Navigational School / OOCL, which currently has a Navi-Trainer 3000 simulator purchased in 2001. The second contract is for Guangzhou Maritime College and will include one main bridge and three secondary bridges. The installation will take place in October 2004.

Jotron compact AIS receives type approval

www.jotron.com
The Jotron TR-2500 AIS has been type approved by BSH, and is claimed as “the world’s smallest and most compact AIS”, weighing 2.8 kg. “Various authorities have already commented very positively on our user interface along with the synchronization capacity with other vessels. Our background as manufacturers of compact and rugged easy-to-use VHF-equipment has helped us considerably when developing our new TR-2500 AIS,” says International Product Manager Arne Berdal.

Kelvin Hughes orders and appointment

www.kelvinhughes.co.uk
The biggest slip-launched ship ever produced in Croatia, the crude oil carrier MT Alan, has been fitted with a MantaBridge IBS supplied by Kelvin Hughes. The vessel, a 166,739-dwt crude oil carrier, was built by Brodosplit-Brodogradiliste of Split and is now in service with Tankerska Plovidba.

In another order, two new ferries being built for the Shetland Islands Council at the Northern Yard in Gdansk, will be fitted with bridge systems. The first of the 65m ferries the “Daggri” has been delivered and is due to be fully operational for this Summer. They will both operate between Toft and Ulsta, serving the Northern Isles of Shetland. 

Kelvin Hughes has also recently selected Seacoast Electronics, Inc. as an authorised manufacturer’s representative in the USA. They will offer the complete line of quality products and systems manufactured by Kelvin Hughes including the range of radars, electronic chart systems and voyage data recorder (VDR) system. 

Seacoast has already delivered Kelvin Hughes its first Voyage Data Recorder order for a US new construction. The system will be supplied to the SBX offshore platform, which is under construction at the AMFELS Shipyard in Texas. 

Navy contracts for Kongsberg

www.kongsberg.com
In co-operation with Kongsberg Maritime, Norwegian automation specialist Data Process Automasjon has secured an order for the delivery of a new platform management system to the Royal Norwegian Navy. The contract is worth NOK 24 Million and includes systems for eight 'Oksnøy' and 'Alta' class Mine Counter Measure Vessels (MCMVs).

The orders are based on the Kongsberg Maritime DataChief® C20 automation system and contain new systems for management of all platform systems onboard, including propulsion, water jets and power generation. Included in the contract is a data network with specially adaptedworkstations and software for each vessel. The network will collect data from all automation systems on board.

Kongsberg Maritime and Data Process Automasjon enjoy a long-term relationship and have already collaborated on several refits of maritime systems for the naval fleet. The project will be carried out in close co-operation between the two companies, mainly in Narvik, Horten and Bergen.

Meanwhile, the US Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland, has installed a Kongsberg Maritime 'Version 2'  Full Mission Shiphandling Simulator based on Polaris ship simulation software. In addition, two Polaris Bridge Simulators have been delivered to US Naval bases in Yokosuka and Sasebo, Japan.

Kongsberg Maritime has also received a contract for the automation systems for the new Airbus parts transporter, the Ville de Bordeaux, built at Jinling Shipyard in Nanjing, China. The core of the system is the DataChief C20 alarm, monitoring and control system and Power Management System (PMS). The Ville de Bordeaux is a RoRo vessel and will be operated by a joint venture company of the ship owners Louis Dreyfus (France) and Leif Hoegh (Norway). It will carry parts for the new A380.

Kongsberg Maritime launches new simulation software

www.kongsberg.com
Kongsberg Maritime has launched  the latest version of its Polaris bridge simulation architecture, Polaris 4.4.0. The fully scaleable Polaris 4.4.0 software forms the basis of either PC based desktop simulation systems or multi-channel full mission simulators based on real-life bridge consoles and layouts.

Nauticast and Sperry Marine collaborate

www.nauticast.com
Nauticast and Northrop Grumman Sperry Marine have signed a major global service deal,  effective as of 1st May, 2004, for Sperry service engineers to service Nauticast AIS equipment on ships.

“We are very proud to join up with one of the leading maritime service suppliers on a worldwide basis,” says Peter Martin, Executive Director of Nauticast GmbH. “In addition to our current network of nearly 100 service stations worldwide, this alliance enhances our service offering by a further 70 Sperry Marine service outlets”

 “Our customers are going to benefit from a standardized global installation pricing structure which will enable them to plan their installation costs accurately – irrespective of location,” continues Martin. “The Sperry Service Stations will charge our customers a fixed fee for all internal transponder installation, mounting, cabling, interfacing and commissioning work on a very competitive price – an enormous benefit in terms of convenience, service availability and cost-control for all Nauticast customers.”

NMEA product of the year award

www.nmea.org
 The National Marine Electronics Association (NMEA) has released nomination forms for the Annual Product of the Year awards, which are presented every year at the NMEA Annual Convention.

NMEA manufacturing members are invited to nominate products in 25 different categories, including autopilot (commercial and recreational), compass (electrical and gyro), electronic cartography (raster and vector), and GPS/DPGS navigators. Nomination forms must be returned no later than July 15th.  

This year’s awards will be presented at the Annual Convention’s banquet and awards ceremony on Saturday, October 23 at The Registry Resort & Club in Naples, Fla.

Lilley & Gillie acquires 50% of PC Maritime

www.lilleyandgillie.co.uk/
In a move to strengthen its portfolio of navigational products, leading Admiralty chart agent John Lilley & Gillie Ltd has acquired 50% of PC Maritime, with 50% retained by founders and owners David & Anne Edmonds. 

Lilley & Gillie (with sister companies DPM UK, DPM Singapore and Walker Instruments) supplies chart services and navigation instruments worldwide while PC Maritime’s core product, Navmaster, is a proven electronic chart system used by leading shipmanagers and owners. The combination provides a complete electronic navigation package of chart data, ECS or ECDIS software and hardware. 

“I am very pleased we are combining forces with Lilley & Gillie,” said PC Maritime’s managing director David Edmonds. 

“We have strong domestic sales for the Navmaster product line, and we can now strengthen export sales by means of Lilley & Gillie’s distribution network as well as through other channels we are establishing. 

“Lilley & Gillie’s investment in PC Maritime will allow us to offer improved services to our customers, so that they can acquire a range of products from a single source. We will continue to operate independently in the leisure market where we have products suited to yachtsmen.”

Lillie & Gillie introduces new range of walker Indicators

http://www.lilleyandgillie.co.uk
John Lilley & Gillie Ltd is introducing a new complete range of analogue and digital Walker Indicators for the commercial vessel market. 

The new range of Walker Indicators comes in both an analogue and a digital version, with 17 analogue models covering the indication of wind, log, clinometer, clock, rudder angle and heading information, and 4 digital models which will cover wind, weather, nautical and ship’s head. 

Costa Cruises and Stena use McMurdo lifejacket lights

www.mcmurdo.co.uk 

McMurdo has won an order to supply 20,000 L6 lifejacket lights to cruise ships in the Costa Fleet.  

The order was secured through McMurrdo’s Italian distributor Canepa and Campi. Stena Line has also selected the R6 lights to fit on its ferries placing orders through McMurdo’s Swedish distributor Torgersen Marine AB.   

The L6 one-piece, manually activated light is small, compact and robust.  It emits a flashing light that meets the latest IMO SOLAS requirements, and is designed as a ‘fit and forget’ product within a five year replacement cycle.

Sperry Marine supplies bridge systems for SeaFrance ferry

www.sperry-marine.com
Northrop Grumman Sperry Marine will supply the bridge navigation and communication systems for a new SeaFrance high-performance vehicle passenger ferry which is being built at Alstom’s Chantiers de l’Atlantique shipyard in Saint Nazaire, France. The new ferry, to be christened SeaFrance Berlioz in honor of the famous French composer, is scheduled to enter service in February 2005.

The ship will be fitted with a Sperry Marine multi-console Voyage Management System, including an ECDIS, interswitched BridgeMaster E navigation radars, a networked self-tuning adaptive autopilot and main steering system, VDR, AIS, gyrocompasses and other navigation sensors and systems.

Sperry Marine has also recently supplied the navigation and communication electronics for a new specialized ship that has been designed to convey giant components for Airbus’ next-generation A-380 aircraft. The new ship, Ville de Bordeaux, was built in China’s Jinling shipyard and is being delivered to French shipowner Louis-Dreyfus Armateurs.  

Sperry Marine incorporates trainer into its IBS

www.sperry-marine.com
Northrop Grumman Sperry Marine has introduced an embedded training system designed to support on-board training for ships equipped with the Sperry Marine integrated bridge system. The Integrated Bridge System Trainer (IBS-T) is an embedded simulator system that runs on the ship’s installed equipment to provide realistic training for the ship’s navigation department and bridge watch team, and can be easily retrofitted.

The IBS-T can be used to run a wide range of scripted simulations on the ship’s integrated bridge system, including radar displays, naval electronic chart display and information system (ECDIS-N) and steering/control displays.  Visual images of the scenario are projected onto a large screen at the front of the bridge for added realism.  Training can be conducted in port or at sea. 

Transas equips tankers in Croatia

www.transas.com
Transas has delivered a comprehensive equipment set to the first of two P-960 project tankers to be built at the Brodosplit Shipyard, Croatia. M/T “Sakhalin Island” is supplied with a complete Transas Navi-Sailor 3000 ECDIS, and is enhanced with navigational consoles, ARPA/Radar and Navi-Conning display. 

This is the first time Transas has supplied a tanker with a Track-Control System. The system, in conjunction with positioning sources, heading and speed information, is intended to keep a ship automatically on a pre-planned track under various conditions and within the limits of the ship’s maneuverability and with minimal participation from the navigator. The route plan for the system is generated in the Navi-Sailor 3000 ECDIS-I system, while the system itself is connected to the automatic helm.

Wynn Wipers for Sapphire princess

www.wynn.co.uk
Wynn Marine's Type 1762 wiper system and Series 3000 control system have been installed onboard the Sapphire Princess, a new 116 000 ton, 2670-passenger vessel for Princess Cruises built by Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Ltd.

Sapphire Princess is the first vessel to use the Series 3000 LCD 'Touch-Screen' controller. It offers a fully programmable user interface for up to 50 wipers and associated bridge equipment, and allows wipers to be controlled singularly or in groups.

SATCOMS

Iridium expands capacity

www.iridium.com
Iridium Satellite has been granted permission by the FCC to expand its frequency spectrum with access to an additional 3.1 MHz to meet the increasing demand for its satellite voice and data services. The FCC had previously given Iridium temporary authority to operate in a segment of the band on an emergency basis.

The company is still looking for more bandwidth however, and the FCC has also issued a Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (FNPRM) to examine the feasibility of granting Iridium access to a further 2.25 MHz of spectrum. 

Iridium to Iridium calls cut costs

www.iridium.com
Iridium In Network calling, involving calls to and from an Iridium terminal onboard or on shore, can be made at a considerably lower cost than through conventional public switched telephone networks (PSTN) according to the company.  Calls in the shore-to-ship, ship-to-shore and ship-to-ship directions are directly transmitted from end to end through the Iridium satellites without having to go through a gateway or switching station.  

Will Kraus, director of marketing, observes that the cost savings can be considerable, due to Iridium’s simplified global cost structure for satellite calls.  “The return on investment is such that the shipowner can recoup the costs of equipping the ships and shore offices with Iridium phones in a very short time,” he says.

The Iridium satellite terminal in the shore office, like the shipboard terminal, can be connected into the central telephone switching system, so that satellite calls can be initiated and received at normal phones.

France Telecom introduces VPN service

www.francetelecom-mobilesat.com
France Telecom has expanded its range of value-added services with a satellite-based VPN (virtual private network). The VPN solution is available on Fleet family terminals and enables maritime users to connect securely to their corporate business network on land, via either ISDN or MPDS transmission mode. 

To supply this solution, France Telecom upgraded the technical architecture at its land earth station in Aussaguel, near Toulouse, adding an authentication server which identifies the user. France Telecom has been collaborating with the crew of a Spanish government-owned vessel for a year to test the VPN technology via a Fleet-55 terminal. The Vizconde de Eza, a ship conducting research into fishing and environmental matters, is the first maritime vessel to use a fixed IP address with Fleet.

With the solution, the ship’s engine, propellers etc. can be monitored from the shore. In the event of a problem on board, on-shore staff can evaluate the situation and decide whether or not to send out a technician. This avoids costly and time-consuming delays in situations where seafarers are able to solve the problem themselves. 

In addition, thanks to the VPN solution, the team of scientists on board is now able to send and receive data quickly and easily whilst at sea. Before the installation of the Fleet-55 terminal, they were obliged to process data transmission at the port.

Thuraya introduces pre-paid card

www.thuraya.com
Thuraya Satellite has launched “Call for all” a prepaid calling card service which offers a solution for people who wish to use Thuraya satellite services without actually owning the phone itself. The service is aimed at facilitating group usage of any Thuraya handset.

 “Call for all” prepaid calling cards, which offer about 19 minutes of talk time, can be used from any Thuraya phone. The caller simply dials a toll free number to access the service and the account is charged based on the duration and destination of the calls made by the user.  

Marlink enhances online management tool

www.marlink.com
Marlink has introduced new cost-saving enhancements to its account management tool, MarlinkOnline, available exclusively to Marlink customers. Maritime customers can now select and view invoices or call data for individual vessels or for their entire fleet with information that is updated every 24 hours.  

MarlinkOnline is a secure Web-based tool allowing both maritime and land-based customers to more directly manage their Marlink communication accounts by permitting authorized users to review and analyze their monthly invoices and daily account usage, as well as print call records and invoice details.

Another enhancement to MarlinkOnline is the WebDial feature that enables users to initiate voice calls online via the Web.  Marlink's WebDial permits the user to direct calls to any terrestrial or cellular phone and to determine the account to be billed for the call.  By using this feature, Marlink estimates that customers can experience cost-savings of as much as 25 percent for calls initiated through WebDial.

Xantic launches prepaid messaging & Internet accelerator service

www.xantic.net/prepaidmessaging
http://www.xantic.net/ea
Xantic has announced a new service for sending emails and SMS messages to Inmarsat-C terminals. Xantic Prepaid Messaging is a prepaid solution, offering online payment and online customer support facilities. Messages can be sent from any email address or GSM phone (SMS) served by Xantic’s roaming partners. 

The service provides a gateway between the Internet and the Inmarsat-C network. The gateway is equipped with a virus filter and users can lookup the history on payments and messages sent.

As an incentive to register with the new Prepaid Messaging service, Xantic is offering customers 10% extra free credit if they upload the balance of their prepaid numbers before 15 August 2004. 

Xantic has also recently launched Easy Accelerator, an application that makes browsing the internet via satellite faster and cheaper. Available free of charge from Xantic’s website, Easy Accelerator optimises internet and intranet usage by reducing the size of the selected web page content. 

A proxy computer located at a Land Earth Station ‘downsizes’ pictures, for example, by up to 80 percent, depending on the settings chosen. Audio files and text can also be reduced. As a result, browsing is much faster and the user’s satellite costs can be decreased by as much as 90 percent. 

Inmarsat has co-financed the development of this new service. “We are very pleased with Easy Accelerator as it can be used for internet and intranet access from any Inmarsat service,” comments Carole Plessy-Gourdon, Business Solutions Unit manager at Inmarsat.

“Easy Accelerator is easy to set up, simple to use, reduces satellite costs and is free,” adds Ronald Spithout, Vice President Marketing & Sales at Xantic. “It is an excellent value added service for our portfolio, especially for use with MPDS and Regional BGAN.” 

Telaurus and Easylink in strategic partnership

www.telaurus.com
Telaurus and Easylink have entered into an agreement that will provide Telaurus with additional routes to market in areas where Easylink is strongly represented, and will provide Easylink with marketing rights for the se@COMM range of products under its own Ocean Connect Brand.  

The latest release of se@COMM-F features real-time messaging, transparent, volume based pricing, and simplicity of use.  Users will also have the ability to select between the MPDS and Voice circuits that Fleet offers, giving the most effective means to send their messages, according to their size and urgency.

Teamtalk appoints sales director

www.teamtalk.com
PHOTO

TEAMtalk Satellite has appointed Graeme Brown as Sales Director, based at the company’s head office in Liverpool, UK. Graeme Brown joins TEAMtalk Satellite with over 18 years’ experience in the maritime industry, having formerly held positions within Inmarsat Ventures and BIMCO.

SECURITY

EMS markets first Cospas-Sarsat SSAS

www.ems-t.com
EMS Satcom has launched an SSAS system that automatically sends an alert via the COSPAS-SARSAT network. According to the company operating over this network gives EMS’s SSAS a distinct advantage over other systems on the market with cost savings due to the absence of airtime charges. 

EMS has provided ground equipment and management systems for use with the COSPAS-SARSAT satellite system since its launch in 1981.  “Given our heritage with the COSPAS-SARSAT system, we are very pleased to be able to use this technology in the development of our SSAS,” says Jay McMillan, director of sales and marketing for the Maritime and Land Groups of EMS Technologies, SATCOM Division.

OceanAlert SSAS for Crescent Marine

www.satamatics.com
Satamatics’ Ocean Alert Ship Security Alert System (SSAS) is being installed by Crescent for all its new-build projects, and the company is also retrofitting the system in a further two ships in July and a further three before the end of the year.  Crescent Marine Services manages a fleet of ten tankers, two Ro-Ro vessels and one cement carrier. 

SOFTWARE

BASSNet for RCA Shipmanagement

www.bass.no
RCL Shipmanagement is using the BASSnet suite for its purchasing, crewing, payroll, safety, maintenance PMS and documentation systems. According to the company, “on evaluation of several available software packages in the market, the BASSnet suite was selected due to the great overview it provides to managers of fleet-wide operations.”

Info@Gate installed at Century Chartering

www.chipcraft.net
Chipcraft.net, a leading provider of maritime industry software has confirmed the installation of the Info@GATE communications management package, with London broker Century Chartering. Developed by Danaos Software of Greece, Info@GATE has been customised for brokers and integrated with their vessel positions application.

“When you buy a piece of software, you have to make sure it fits your business model, not the other way around. We found that Info@GATE suited our business requirements, but Chipcraft went the extra mile to ensure we have a good match with working practices and a seamless join with previous software investment,” says shipbroker David Tarsey, a director at Century Chartering.

Primar Stavanger releases Chart Manager 1.0

www.primar-stavanger.org
A new harmonised catalogue, ordering and vessel chart management tool has been launched by Primar Stavanger, the official electronic chart service, together with its Electronic Chart Centre AS (ECC) service provider partner.

Chart Manager 1.0 replaces the former chart catalogue and will be used by the Primar Stavanger distributors to manage sales and distribution of ENC services to the commercial market. It provides a graphical interface to the ENC coverage available from Primar Stavanger. Registered distributors can also access on-line ordering of ENC permit files, allowing them to manage their own customers directly via the Primar Stavanger server.

Chart Manager also includes coverage of the latest expansion in the scope of the service including all the ENCs available from the International Centre for ENCs (IC-ENC) in the UK.

Tsakos and Leda use Seagull onboard training

www.seagull.no
Tsakos Shipping and Trading (TST) will implement Seagull’s onboard Computer Based Training (CBT) to further advance a leading commitment to fleet-wide training and education.

All TST vessels will be installed with a hand-picked series of CBT courses covering topics related to safety, navigation, marine engineering and cargo handling. Mr. Athanasios Rozakis and Cpt. Vasilis Iliopoulos of TST explain that the decision was made following a careful evaluation of the Seagull product and the benefits of enhancing the onboard training. 

Meanwhile Germany’s Leda shipping is using Seagull’s onboard security training for crew and officer certification. Master Dagobert Emil Johannes Zach on board Leda’s M/V “Bremer Forest” was recently issued SSO certificate number 3000, marking a significant milestone for Seagull.

Leda manages 60 vessels for Briese Schiffahrts as well those belonging to an impressive list of other companies. LEDA current manages the marine crew and maintenance for approximately 100 vessels.

Videotel warns of gas tanker crew shortages

www.videotel.co.uk
Videotel has produced three new distance-learning courses for specialised training on oil tankers, liquefied gas carriers and chemical tankers to follow on from its existing tanker familiarisation course.  

“Colleges will find it difficult to cope with the large numbers of students who will need to enrol,” says Len Holder, Videotel’s chairman, “and many officers already serving on ships will have difficulty in finding the free time to take extra courses.”   

Videotel’s courses are suitable both for trainees already serving on tankers and gas carriers and for experienced seafarers who are transferring from other specialised vessels. They will be delivered using computer-based training (CBT). 

The students’ work is independently assessed, ensuring that all certificates issued meet international standards. Videotel already has a successful track record in CBT courses, having over 1,300 students enrolled on its Shipboard Security and Safety Officer courses. 

Other

Hatteras Yachts Makes MedLink Kits Standard

www.medaire.com
MedLink, a service of global assistance provider MedAire, Inc., has reached an agreement with Hatteras Yachts that will make MedLink’s “First Responder” medical kit a standard feature onboard every new yacht built.  The agreement will cover both luxury sportfishing convertibles and motoryachts and will give new Hatteras yacht owners improved resources for managing onboard illness and injury.

The First Responder medical kit is ideal for treating a wide range of medical emergencies, from allergic reactions, fever and rashes to severe trauma and heart attack.  The kit is organized with color-coded, see-through window pouches for quick selection of appropriate items and is designed to stabilize any urgent medical situation where an immediate response is the priority.

Wartsila to provide training courses

www.wartsila.com
Wärtsilä has signed a co-operation agreement with the Sydväst Maritime training academy in Turku, Finland, for the Wärtsilä Land and Sea Academy (WLSA) to provide accredited training courses. 

It is now possible for WLSA to offer around 70 different maritime training courses. The co-operation with Sydväst Maritime has provided WLSA with access to 'state-of-the-art' bridge simulator technology. Recently WLSA acquired the latest in engine simulators which means that WLSA now has the capability and capacity to deliver both ship handling and engine room training courses.

WLSA will now offer a complete 'one-stop-shop' centre for maritime training solutions to Scandinavian, European and Russian maritime companies. This total training solution means that all deck, navigational, engineering, galley, safety and security training are located in one establishment. This centre can be visited by WLSA's customers so they can view the training facilities and evaluate the courses for themselves.

IMO recommends fund for African search and rescue

www.imo.org
According to the IMO Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) an international fund is urgently needed in order to establish search and rescue (SAR) services along the African coastlines, including the setting up of up to five regional Maritime Rescue Co-ordination Centres (MRCCs) and 26 Maritime Rescue Sub-Centres (MRSCs). 

MSC Chairman Mr. Tom Allan (United Kingdom) said the Committee would recommend to the IMO Council, which meets in June, that an international SAR Fund is established as soon as possible to support the establishment and continued maintenance of the MRCCs and MRSCs in Africa. 

The aim is to ensure that the basic communications infrastructure and trained personnel are put in place in order to co‑ordinate any search and rescue operation and to assist any persons in distress at sea in the waters of the Atlantic and Indian Oceans adjacent to the African coast.

“I am delighted with today’s decision of the Committee to recommend to the Council the establishment of an International SAR Fund.  Once established, such Fund will assist countries which do not have the resources to put into place an adequate SAR infrastructure and will then fill a gap in IMO’s efforts to establish the global SAR plan on a realistic, efficient and effective basis.  The issue is one of a profound humanitarian nature and the Committee’s decision has a historical value,” Mr. Allan commented.

IMO is currently developing a pilot project under its Integrated Technical Co-operation Programme (ITCP) to establish and operate a regional MRCC in Mombasa, Kenya and two MRSCs in the Seychelles and Tanzania.

