ELECTRONICS / SATCOMS

OSI supplies ECDIS for Teekay fleet

www.osilcorp.com; www.teekay.com

Offshore Systems International Ltd. has signed an agreement with Teekay shipping for delivery and installation of up to 25 electronic chart systems beginning in 2004. 

The systems will include an Electronic Chart Display and Information System (ECDIS) and OSI’s ECPINS product (Electronic Chart Precise Integrated Navigation System) that gives ship navigators an accurate, real-time display of position and progress on electronic charts. 

Teekay is the owner of the world's largest independent crude oil tanker fleet with 157 vessels including 15 newbuilds to be delivered in 2004 and 2008, transporting more than 10 per cent of the world's sea-borne oil.

“This contract marks the return of OSI to the commercial deep-sea shipping market. ECPINS has been the gold standard for navigation in the confined waters of the Great Lakes for more than a decade, and we're pleased that one of the world's foremost deep-water fleets has come on board,” said John Jacobson, President and CEO of OSI. 

“We are delighted by Teekay's selection of OSI and we look forward to helping them meet their commitment to providing their clients with safe and efficient services. For our part, we see this as the beginning of the same kind of long and productive business relationship with Teekay that we enjoy with many of the world's navies.” 

The military version of ECPINS has been installed or is contracted to be installed on more than 250 naval vessels among customers which include the Canadian Navy, Royal Australian Navy, Royal Danish Navy, Royal Navy (U.K.), Royal New Zealand Navy, and U.S. Navy. Initial purchases total approximately CDN $3 million.

This includes a CDN$800,000 contract with the Canadian Navy for the deployment of navigation systems on new training vessels, with deliveries to commence in April 2004, and initial orders totalling around CDN$3million to deliver ECPINS-M software to the UK Royal Navy fleet in mid-2004. 

This is as part of team including Lockheed Martin UK and Kelvin Hughes, and the total value of the contract including long term support and options for auxiliary systems and software development is approximately CDN$17million.

OSI recorded largely unchanged profits for the fiscal year 2003, with a slight decline of 17% in earnings to CDN$11.5million (US$8.1million). OSI explains that its revenue can fluctuate periodically as it relies on the timing and needs of military contracts. 

“In fiscal 2003 we strengthened our position in naval navigation and continued building from this niche into new areas to expand our market opportunities and ultimately improve revenue stability,” said John Jacobson, President and CEO of OSI. 

OSI has also recently re-launched its corporate website with new corporate identity and branding.

Broadband Maritime Installs VSAT on General Maritime’s “Gabriel”

www.broadbandmaritime.com

General Maritime, owner and operator of 42 mid-sized tankers, has installed a proprietary Broadband Maritime VSAT system on one of its tankers, the Gabriel, which is a double side hull Aframax tanker working primarily in the US Gulf and Latin America. The system gives an always-on high speed data connection for a fixed monthly fee.

Broadband Maritime completed an installation for Danaos shipping last year, with 25 further vessels scheduled over the next year.

SeaDigital’s crew calling card on land and sea

http://www.seadigital.com
US company SeaDigital has launched a seafarer phone card together with Telenor Satellite Services, which can be used on both land and sea. 

At sea, the phone calls must be made through Telenor Land Earth Station if using Inmarsat; the card works with Inmarsat –A, -B, -M, mini-M and Fleet. Calls can also be made through Iridium and Thuraya using the card if the shipboard equipment is available. 

On land, the card works in 17 countries, including Australia, Spain, Turkey, Germany, Netherlands, Portugal, France, Taiwan, Italy, USA, Canada, Switzerland, Greece and UK, with this list „expanding every month,“ the company says. 

This means that seafarers do not need any local coins to make calls from payphones in ports, or can make phone calls using a private phone line (for example in the office of the ship’s agent) which the seafarer pays for rather than the owner of the line. 

The company says that the specific cost of the phone calls is at “very low cost.” 

SeaDigital is offering to provide and install Inmarsat terminals free of charge onboard “specially designated ships.” 

Shipping companies can order any amount of cards they like, and are only required to pay for them once they have been activated (ie after they have been sold to the seafarer). The cards expire one year after the first call on them has been made. 

The company is in the process of setting up its distribution network and is looking for resellers of their product.

McMurdo search & rescue transponder

www.mcmurdo.co.uk
McMurdo S4 SART (Search And Rescue Transponder), a compact, lightweight radar transponder designed for liferafts, has received Lloyds Register type approval. SOLAS requirements mean that all Ro-Ro passenger ferries must install at least one SART for every four liferafts by 1st July this year.

The S4 has a toughened casing, and is buoyant and water resistant to 10 metres. It has a five-year battery pack and audible and visual indicators to show that it is working, with a built-in self-test facility. 

Sperry Marine Dual Channel Radar

www.sensor.northropgrumman.com

Sperry Marine has introduced a new multi-mode navigation radar system that can combine the radar picture from two different antennas into a single display. This can be particularly useful in inclement weather, since the operator can see both X-band and S-band without having to constantly switch between different radar screens.

The system can display an integrated picture of two antennas even if they are located several hundred metres apart and rotating at asynchronous speeds. The system can therefore also eliminate blind arcs caused by blockages from the ship’s or platform’s superstructure, and provide 360-degree visibility of the surrounding area. This can make it easier to track radar targets, since they can no longer be lost in a blind spot.

Transas launches first VTMIS in Thailand
www.transas.com
A Transas Navi-Harbour VTMIS system installed in the port of Map Ta Phut in December 2003 is the first functional VTMIS in Thailand. It uses both radar and AIS systems, and VHF radio for communications, and includes a Navigational Assistance Service, which provides ships with recommendations regarding their navigation in the VTMIS service zone.

Maris introduces “best value” SSAS

www.maris.no

MARIS has signed a contract with Satamatics to sell a ‘best value’ SSAS Solution, Ocean Alert. Ocean Alert automatically transmits a ship’s location at regular intervals via the Satamatics network (using Inmarsat D+), while also monitoring multiple security-alert activation buttons that can be deployed around a vessel. 

In an emergency situation, triggering any of the covert activation points will immediately transmit automatic SMS text and email alert messages to the fleet operator’s chosen points of contact and to the flag state appointed authority. Position reporting frequency will also be automatically increased to every 30 minutes until the emergency has been resolved.

Norcontrol IT to supply Korean coastal VTS

www.norcontrolit.com

Norcontrol IT will supply a Korean language version of its VTS system for a coastal surveillance contract on the west coast of Korea. Norcontrol has been active in Korea through its local agent Chang Sang IT for several years and has recently incorporated AIS into five Korean ports that already use its VTMIS5060 system. 

The Jindo coastal contract will be a high end installation consisting of five radar sites, two AIS base stations, VHF direction finders and communication system and a weather system. Norcontrol will also supply the database to store and distribute vessel traffic data. 

Growth for Lillie & Gillie

http://www.lilleyandgillie.co.uk
Lilley & Gillie, best known for its magnetic navigation products, has seen a growth of 45% in its manufacturing business (as opposed to its charts and other services), over the past year. Manufacturing has been centralised in Birmingham following the acquisition of  Thomas Walker and Son Ltd, with the product range being standardised to the appearance of the Walker instruments.

The company was aided by the growth of the Euro, which improved the position of its products against its main competitors in Germany, and a renewed need to keep a properly adjusted magnetic compass as a backup navigational instrument due to SOLAS regulations. Lillie & Gillie also provide full repair and alignment services.

Last year also saw the introduction of a web-based chart management system that allows fleet managers to co-ordinate chart distribution through the Lillie & Gillie website. It is also extending its Chernikeeff speed log product range, currently comprising the MK 4 and MK 5 Speed Logs, aimed at the military market.

Bridge simulator order for Imtech, IHC and Marin

www.imtech.com

www.ihcsystems.com

www.marin.nl

A consortium consisting of Imtech Marine & Offshore B.V., IHC Systems B.V. and MARIN (Maritime Research Institute Netherlands) has been awarded the order to supply a bridge simulator to the Province of West-Flanders (Belgium), intended for the Centre for Maritime Education in Zeebrugge.

The three consortium members combine experience in integrated bridge systems, ship automation equipment, automated dredging systems and ship simulation, model testing and hydrodynamics. In addition to training ship crews for conventional vessels such as container and passenger ships, it will also be possible to train crews for dredgers and fishing vessels.

The simulator is based on the UniMACS 3000® integrated bridge concept from Imtech Marine & Offshore, and will be equipped with a 330 degree round presentation screen, an extensive instructor’s console and a debriefing station.

Seawave new website

www.seawave.com

Seawave has redesigned its website based on user feedback and web analytics to help visitors find the information they need more efficiently. In addition to new features, the most popular ones from the previous site are now easier to access, including SeaWave dealer information, product pages, technical White Papers on reducing the cost of marine communications, customer testimonials and, new user sign-up.

Existing users can still log into the mySeaWave Web portal which offers worldwide land access to the same e-mail address used at sea, full colour weather maps, detailed billing information, account maintenance, and knowledgebase.

Software 

Jo Tankers uses MTS as its e-commerce provider

www.jotankers.com
Jo Tankers and Red Band, both Norwegian shipowners, have begun 2004 by committing to projects integrating their current purchasing systems with their suppliers’, using e-commerce services provided by Marine Transaction Services (MTS). 

In addition Bergshav Management has agreed to extend its existing MTS e-commerce agreement for an additional 2 years, planning to include more suppliers than they have done up till now.  

Terje Hesthamar, purchasing manager for Jo Tankers, believes that the future of marine e-commerce lies in integrated solutions, and adds that several of his suppliers already use MTS and are looking forward to increased benefits by having additional customers using the same tool.

SES uses Linux platform

www.vardakis.net
Shipmanagement Expert Systems has extended its SMART vessel / office integration software to be compatible with the Linux operating system. Linux is a rival to MS Windows that is free, with support services available for an additional fee. It is often used in university environments and is seen by many to be more reliable than Windows.

SMART is a client-based application and will run as a server (in the office) under Linux, as an alternative to Windows NT or XP, or Microsoft Server, while the client software (in the office and on the vessel) will still only use a Windows environment. SMART has been certified under ISO 9001:2000 to meet quality assurance requirements.

ABS-NS secures new clients

www.abs-ns.com

Chile’s main supplier of maritime fuel transportation, Sociedad Nacional de Oleoductos Ltda (SONACOL) will convert all its existing fleet management IT systems to ABS NS SafeNet.

ABS NS will also supply New York-based oil barge company Bouchard Transportation with its Maintenance & Repair, Purchasing & Inventory and Financial Reporting modules for two offices and up to 60 assets. Bouchard’s fleet contains some 31 barges and 17 tugs with its area of operation including all four coasts of the U.S. and the Great Lakes. 

Another New York-based operator, McAllister Brothers, which operates 70 tugs and 12 barges operating along the east coast between Maine and Puerto Rico has expanded its three year use of ABS NS software by adding on the same modules to manage all of its offices and marine assets.

QM2 using Manpower MAPS

www.manpowersoftware.com

Cunard’s QM2, the largest cruise ship ever built, is using Manpower MAPS to recruit, train and assign the 1250 crew onboard. MAPS has also been implemented at Cunard’s offices in Southampton and Miami and onboard the Cunarders Queen Elizabeth 2 and Caronia and the three ships of the Yachts of Seabourn fleet.

Cunard Line is now using MAPS to plan the allocation, travel and certification of crew across all its vessels. This will include an integrated crew record database, available across the entire organization including onboard the vessels, with visibility of the status of training and certificates for each crew member. 

Manpower has also recently signed an agreement with Maersk Data to carry out customer implementations and promote sales of MAPS into the shipping, government and transport sectors in Europe, USA and Asia.

BIMCO launches Online Repair Contract & Vessel CD-ROM

www.bimco.dk

BIMCO is steadily extending the range of idea 2003, an online charter-party editing system that currently contains a library of 43 shipping forms, designed to ease the process of drawing up a contract. You don’t have to be a BIMCO member to use the system, simply paying an annual subscription and a fee whenever you print out a document, and so far it has 530 clients.

The latest addition is REPAIRCON, a standard ship repair contract that was originally launched as a printed form last year. Shipowners and repair yards can use the system to conclude repair contracts online and exchange finalised documents by e-mail.

Idea's Business Development Manager, Jan Henrik Monsen, commented, “BIMCO has committed itself to a programme of providing the industry with a broad range both of BIMCO and third party forms via the Internet. Because idea 2003 is not physically installed on your pc you can access your charter parties from any machine that has access to the internet. So if your computer breaks down you don't lose all your charter parties, you simply log on to your idea 2003 account from any other computer and carry on working”.

Bimco has also just released the latest version of its vessel CD-ROM, which gives onboard staff a copy of a wide range of the databases and information from the BIMCO website, including World Ports, Warranties Limits, Load Line Zones, Advice on Ice Navigation, Trading Restrictions, Ship Security, ISM & ISPS Code guidance.

A new feature this year is the adding of the BIMCO SEASCAPES, which is a general introduction to the shipping business with the purpose to educate people with less or no shipping experience, and the BIMCO standard contracts and clauses. The CD-ROM is prices at DKK 680.00 (approx. USD 111.00) with bulk order discounts available.

Containers

Horizon Lines and Honolulu Freight Services deliver web tracking service

www.horizon-lines.com

www.hfsnet.com/ 
Horizon Lines and Honolulu freight services have implemented a web-based supply chain integration application, FreightTracker, that provides customers with a single source of information to track their shipments. The solution also helps cut costs by reducing paperwork and manual data entry through electronic exchange of information. 

Horizon Lines is the largest U.S. flag ocean carrier while Honolulu Freight Services is one of the largest shippers to the Hawaiian Islands. FreightTracker uses XML, a standard language for exchanging data over the Internet, to share customer freight status information between the two companies. It will ultimately allow Horizon Lines to more easily integrate with other shippers.

The solution was the first in ocean shipping implemented using Visual Studio .NET 2003 and the Microsoft .NET Framework, a suite of programming tools for building web-enabled applications. Horizon Services Group worked with TVC Consulting to complete the project and integrate it with Horizon’s enterprise management system.

“Microsoft is excited Honolulu Freight Services utilized Visual Studio .NET and the .NET Framework to build its FreightTracker application," said Jennifer Ritzinger, Lead Product Manager on the Developer and Platform Evangelism Division at Microsoft Corp. “This new solution enables Honolulu Freight Services to streamline its business processes and ultimately cut costs.”

Nordana line integrates information with FWL Tech

www.fwltech.com

www.nordana.com

Nordana Line has selected the FulfillmentSCE software from FWL to be the basis of its new information system. The solution brings into a single database quotations, bookings, transport, documentation and customs clearance data, and will provide transparency of information to shippers. Users can connect via an Internet browser to the single central database.

Nordana Line is a multipurpose RoRo liner carrier based in Rungsted, Denmark, and has more than 50 mostly independent agents around the world. FWL is a specialist provider of e-commerce services to the transportation and related industries with customers including CMA CGM, Yang Ming and Exel.

