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CMA 2003: What’s in store for IT?

DECK

Our preview of what’s in store with IT at March’s Connecticut Maritime Association conference

BODY

The Connecticut Maritime Association’s (CMA) Shipping 2003, is to be held in Stamford, Connecticut, March 17-19. 

The Digital Ship is sponsoring a session, “dot.gone, but is IT rising,” (Tuesday March 18, 2:15 pm, TRACK 3) where survivors of the dotcom boom, and subsequent crash, will bring you up to speed on current shipping operations technology and how it can lead to more efficient processes in the shipping industry.

If we were to pinpoint a date when the whole shipping dot com thing kicked off, it would have to be during the CMA exhibition in March 2000. 

LevelSeas was newly launched; MaritimeDirect was in the embryonic stage; Setfair hadn’t yet been announced; ShipDesk was gathering a team together and GoCargo had already tasted the difficulties of the task ahead. All of these companies have since disappeared, taking an estimated $250m investment with them. 

The survivors are a very different group. At CMA 2003 we focus on Ulysses Systems, which began in March 2000 as a piece of software developed by Lyras Shipping to help seafarers manage their tasks; Heidenreich Innovations, which was discovering the possibilities of information technology for Heidenreich Marine in March 2000; ShipServ, which in March 2000 was only beginning to form; and MariTrac, the result of a partnership between an early dotcom formed around March 2000 and RealMarine, the marketable version of the industry’s oldest and most evolved e-procurement platform, developed by Wallem Shipmanagement.

The Digital Ship asked some of those IT companies exhibiting at CMA 2003, what they had in store for this year and beyond. 

SUBHEAD

WNI Oceanroutes

http://www.oceanroutes.com/
WNI Oceanroutes is a marine services division of Weathernews, Inc., the world’s largest publicly-traded full-service weather company. The company has been serving the maritime industry for 50 years, delivering Optimum Ship Routing services as well as onboard technology and software solutions, like ORION and SATURN.

WNI Oceanroutes will preview its Optimised Bunker Service at CMA Shipping 2003. Aiming to meet a perceived need for increased fuel efficiency, with the rising cost of bunkers, Optimized Bunker Service was designed to aid Captains more effectively adjust their vessel speed throughout a voyage in order to save money on fuel costs. 

The service works as an add-on component to the WNI Oceanroutes’s Optimum Ship Routing service, which provides clients with the optimum route based on weather conditions, time constraints, way points, etc. WNI Oceanroutes tracks every environmental factor that could produce a change in a ship’s transit and notifies shipowners and captains of any diversions or speed adjustments via weather advisories and status reports.

Together, both Optimum Ship Routing and Optimised Bunker services are designed to enable Captains to travel on the safest, most efficient and cost effective routes, using winds, waves and currents not only to save time, but to save fuel as well. 

At the end of a voyage, WNI Oceanroutes provides clients with an End of Voyage Report, detailing how a ship performed during its voyage, and summarising the weather and sea conditions encountered along the way. Additionally, the team can work with shipowners to calculate fuel consumption and speed performance.

SUBHEAD

ABS Nautical Systems 

http://www.abs-ns.com
ABS Nautical Systems is headquartered in Houston, Texas, USA and has regional offices in Piraeus, Dubai, Singapore, and Rio de Janeiro. The company provides fleet management software for the marine and offshore industries. 

At CMA 2003 ABS Nautical Systems will be showcasing its SafeNet suite of software products, which will be available for demonstration at the ABS booth. According to the company, the Windows-based program was designed to make fleet management easier and more efficient. 

The ABS SafeNet suite can function on a "stand-alone" basis, or as a fully integrated business management system sharing data between different operating departments. The software modules handle a full range of operational management tasks and eliminate the need for repetitive data entry through sharing information. 

The ABS SafeNet Marine modules include Operational & Technical, Commercial, SQE Compliance and System Administration, with these including aspects such as payroll, purchasing and inventory, and maintenance and repair. 

The latest release of SafeNet was released late last year. According to NS Director of Operations Gerry Nielsen, the most significant change was to the ISM & Code Compliance Module. The nonconformity documenting capabilities were enhanced with the creation of a new document called a Corrective Action Report (CAR). With CARs, a user can create their own categories (via index terms) to document any type of nonconformity. In addition, a new Query and Reporting facility was provided. 

SUBHEAD

Applied Weather Technology

www.appliedweather.com
Californian company Applied Weather Technology (AWT) will use CMA Shipping 2003 as an opportunity to demonstrate their capacity “to provide accurate forecasts and weather related services to the industry.” 

According to AWT sales manager, Carl Hausheer, over 700 vessels rely on AWT’s weather data daily. “In addition to the benefit of reducing fuel costs and saving time, our services help reduce heavy weather damage, injuries and increase crew morale,” claim AWT. 

AWT’s services include the Bon Voyage System onboard routing service, a user-friendly icon-driven graphical marine weather briefing system; conventional weather routing; post voyage analysis; vessel monitoring and web based fleet tracking. AWT are the providers of Stratos’ “StratosOne” and ChartCo’s “MetManager” weather services.

SUBHEAD

SUNY Maritime College

www.sunymaritime.edu
America’s first maritime college, founded in 1874, the State University of New York (SUNY) Maritime College, offers undergraduate degree programs in Engineering, Business Administration/Marine Transportation, Marine Environmental Science, Humanities, International Transportation and Trade, and a Master’s degree in International Transportation Management. 

SUNY Maritime’s curriculum features an annual Summer Sea term career training aboard Empire State VI to international ports of call and U.S. Coast Guard license and non-license programs.  

SUNY Maritime College is a regular attendee at CMA Shipping and this year will showcase its recently established Online Education centre (http://www.sunymaritime.edu/online), a full service, interactive, distance-learning campus, and its Centre for Simulation.
“At Maritime, we strive to provide a continuum of training that is based on the philosophy that experience combined with practice equals a greater degree of efficiency and success,” says Vice Admiral John R. Ryan, USN (Ret.), president of maritime.  

“We achieve this by augmenting experience, whether you’re a professional working on a tanker, barge or tug or a Maritime student who has sailed on our annual eight-week, Summer Sea Term aboard the Empire State VI, with practice on the most advanced skill-building technology in the maritime industry.”

At SUNY Maritime’s Centre for Simulation and Marine Operations “experienced professionals fine tune their navigational skills and neophyte mariners are groomed and prepared for the challenges at sea.” 

The main components of the Centre include a full-mission bridge simulator and fully equipped, multi-station Electronic Chart Display and Information System (ECDIS) and Automatic Radar Plotting Aides (ARPA) Labs. 

“This state-of-the-art training technology is a vital component of the student’s education and training and the College’s intensive, hands-on curriculum,” said Maritime of its bridge simulator. 

