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Bröstrom to use ShipNet's vessel reporting system and maritime workstation

www.shipnet.no
 

Broström AB has entered into an agreement with ShipNet AS for the ShipNet Vessel Reporting System and Maritime Workstation. 

 

Broström AB and its affiliated companies, including Broström SAS in Paris and Iver Ships AS in Sandefjord, will use the solution on board all vessels its vessels for the daily reporting to the ShipNet Operational System as well as complete management and control of all documents and forms. 

 

The ShipNet Vessel Reporting System is an on-board system for the reporting of daily noon positions and arrival/departure reports for the continuous updating of the ShipNet Operational System, including a position book and a post-fixture voyage account. 

 

ShipNet Maritime Workstation is a forms/document management and control system. The Broström Group will utilise this system to mange and control all reporting from/to the vessels in a structured and cost efficient way.

Ships should submit crew and passenger lists by e-mail from vessels says IMO

www.imo.org/includes/blastDataOnly.asp/data_id=7127/19.pdf
 

The International Maritime Organisation (IMO) Facilitation Committee has published a circular (FAL.5 Circ. 19, March 2003) that e-mail addresses of various authorities in ports should be published to make it easier for electronic information exchange between shipmasters and the authorities. 

 

For example, IMO says the shipmasters could provide crew and passenger lists electronically to authorities in advance of the vessel's arrival, to help with security measures.

 

E-mail addresses of port authorities could be distributed to shipping companies via the IMO.

 

IMO agreed that the e-mail addresses should be for specific departments of government agencies in ports, not individual employees, and that member governments should indicate in what format they prefer the data (e.g. e-mail attachment, submission through online form, submission by EDI. 
Member governments are requested to provide the information by June 2003. 

 

$3000 free airtime if you upgrade from Inmarsat -A to Inmarsat Fleet

www.telenor-usa.com
Maritime land earth station operator Telenor is offering USD 3 000 free satellite communications airtime as an incentive for shipping companies to upgrade their shipboard communications from Inmarsat A to Inmarsat Fleet. 

The offer is available worldwide from April 1, 2003 until March 21, 2004. The free service must be used within 12 months following the activation of the new Fleet terminal. Contact thomas.surface@telenor-usa.com

Eight Fleet 77 orders from German shipowner for Sperry Marine

www.northropgrumman.com
Northrop Grumman has received orders from German shipowner Maritime Gesellschaft für maritime Diensleistungen mbH to supply new-generation satellite communication systems for seven ships.

The vessels – four container ships, three gas tankers and one chemical tanker - will be retrofitted with Sperry Marine's NAVICOM F 77 marine satellite communication terminals, replacing the existing analogue Inmarsat-A systems. 

Star Information Systems wins ASP Shipmanagement contract

www.sismarine.com
ASP Shipmanagement, an Australian shipping company, has chosen Star Information Systems to supply fleet management software for 20 vessels and the head office. 
ASP expects to increase efficiency and customer service through using the software. 
“The SIS system will enable us to institute uniform procedures for virtually all aspects of ship management throughout the fleet,” said Bob Bird, Chief Operating Officer, ASP.
“One of the problems with ship management in the past has been that different shipowners have different shipboard management systems which are inherited by the ship managers, who then have to deal with very wide variations for planned maintenance and procurement,” he said.
“The ideal for maximum efficiency is to have the same system operating on every ship, with direct linkage to the shore office.”
Star’s software will handle maintenance management, requisitioning, document handling, quality assurance, reporting and claims. Shipowners will also be able to use it to find out about voyage information, including speeds and fuel consumption. 
P&O Nedlloyd installs Digitrace

www.marinepress.com
Shipping line P&O Nedlloyd has decided to install Marine Press of Canada's "Digitrace" service to receive Notices to Mariners and tracings, following a few months of trials.

"Our decision was not cost driven in the first place - the main reason was to reduce the administrative workload both onboard the vessels but also in the office," says Stephen Bligh, General Manager Fleet of P&O Nedlloyd. 

"The vessels are impressed with the speed of information, the tools for working with corrections for charts and publications as well as the service from the supplier. 

"Important to note is that the total cost of the service - including communication costs - is actually lower than our previous paper system,” says Tjeerd de Vos, responsible for the implementation and Manager Nautical and Audits.

"With our new e-mail system and the technical development, this will improve even further" 

The information is supplied weekly by e-mail from Montreal based chart agent Marine Press of Canada. 

BalticExchange.com to focus on freight information

www.balticexchange.com 

 

The Baltic Exchange has formally announced that future development of its BalticExchange.com electronic platform will be geared around providing freight market related data. It will not be developing further the vessels and cargoes matching / data management service. 

 

The decision stems from a detailed review of its business strategy undertaken by the board earlier this year, which concluded that the Exchange should focus on providing certain core services to its members.

 

The provision of market information, including the daily fixture list, dry and wet indices and route rates - and the development of new indices and routes - publication of freight futures settlement prices and the development of mark-to-market pricing for derivatives are among the features on which the Exchange will concentrate using the e-platform.

 

Membership costs are now linked directly to access and use of the Exchange's freight market information. Strict copyright and distribution restrictions will be applied.  

 

There are two membership categories.  The basic one is for those who do not want access to freight market information and this will be cheaper than the existing fees.  
The second will offer access to the Baltic indices and related freight market information.  For example, some member companies may choose to use the information within the company only; others may choose the right to communicate freight market information to their clients.

 

MTN provides shipboard wi-fi for Holland America

www.mtnsat.com
Maritime Telecommunications Network (MTN) has won a contract to supply a wireless communications network for 12 cruise vessels with Holland America Line. 
It will build an 802.11b standard wi-fi network so passengers can use their wi-fi laptops anywhere and access the internet. 
MARITIME SECURITY BULLETIN 

Lloyds Register publishes ISPS pack

www.lr.org
Class Society Lloyds Register has published a free “ISPS Practical Pack” to help shipping companies handle their obligations under the International Ship and Port Security Code being implemented by the IMO. 
It can be downloaded from Lloyd’s Register’s website - follow the path ‘Marine Services’ and select ‘Maritime Security’.
It was developed together with shipping security experts IDS International and provides a methodology shipping companies can use when conducting ship security assessments. 
Lloyd’s Register’s security training courses commence shortly, with the first Company Security Officer course scheduled for May 12 in London and the Ship Security Officer course scheduled to take place exactly a week later on May 19, also in London. Further courses will be offered in locations around the world, including Singapore, Houston, Rotterdam and Piraeus.
Seagull launches ship security officer training

http://www.seagull.no
 

Maritime training company Seagull has launched a training package for the shipboard security officer, consisting of three courses on CDs and one in a classroom. 

 

A number of two day courses have been set up in Seagull's offices in Horten, Norway. 

 

The three CD courses cover using AIS, shipboard security awareness and the duties of a ship security officer. 

 

Liberian registry's inspectors are ISPS auditors

http://www.liscr.com
 

The Liberian Ship Registry is training its inspectors to perform verification audits for shipowners, operators and managers under the International Ship and Port Security Code (ISPS). 

 

It is also approving specific members of the International Association of Classification Societies as competent to carry out ISPS audits for Liberian registered vessels. 

 

50 Liberian inspectors are being trained over the next three months by a specialist international security specialist to do ISPS surveys. DNV, Germanischer Lloyd and ABS are named recognised security organisations. 

 

P&O Ports North America implements wireless container terminal data network

http://www.transcore.com
P&O Ports North America has implemented a TransCore wireless tracking system at its Port of New Orleans Napoleon Avenue Terminal, to monitor truck movements. 
The system, based on radio tags and readers, will be used to follow the movements of trucks into the terminal, including through the gate, where it will automatically deny or allow access. Every truck using the terminal must have a transponder tag. 
The system will work together with the P&O Ports Gate Entry Management System, which allows the trucking companies to pre-advise truck assignments and make service appointments. 
Many trucks already have Transcore tags fitted, because the same technology is used for road electronic toll payment systems in New Orleans. 
More participants in Savi’s “Smart and Secure Tradelanes” 

http://www.savi.com
 

Terminals in the ports of Rotterdam, Felixstowe and Antwerp have been equipped with readers for Savi Technology's tags, as well as the underlying software, under the "Smart and Secure Tradelanes" initiative. 

Rotterdam has 27 cranes equipped with tag readers, on an ECT terminal. In Felixstowe, 18 cranes are equipped. In Antwerp, the Hessen-Noord Natie terminal has tag readers fitted. 

 

Meanwhile port and terminal operator SSA Marine (previously Stevedore Services of America), has announced that it will participate in Savi's Smart and Secure Tradelanes initiative, putting in radio tag readers in its terminal in Seattle, Long Beach and Manzanillo Terminal (Panama Canal). 

 

China Merchants Holdings has agreed to install tag readers at the Port of Shenzhen, China, and Hutchison Port Holdings will put in tag readers and underlying software at the Port of Yantian, western Shenzhen.

The Port of Houston has joined the "Smart and Secure Tradelanes" initiative. 
From being a participant, it will install container tag reader infrastructure in the port, enabling it to read containers with Savi and other electronic seals attached to them. 
QinetiQ approves Sperry radars for AIS data display

http://www.northropgrumman.com
 

Sperry Marine's Decca BridgeMaster E marine radars have been type approved by QinetiQ for display for Automatic Identification System (AIS) data. 

 

"The BridgeMaster E is one of the first marine radars to be type accepted for display of AIS data," said John Robinson, who heads Sperry Marine's radar business group.

 

"The ability to display AIS data on the radar screen significantly enhances situational awareness for the navigator by providing real-time information on target ships' position movements and identity." 

 

The navigator can view additional information about a selected AIS target in a separate target tote window.  Any displayed AIS targets infringing the defined CPA/TCPA limits or entering a guard zone will raise an alarm to alert the watchkeeper.

 

The AIS function on the BridgeMaster E radar can be switched off at any time, reverting to the standard radar presentation.  

 

The BridgeMaster E radar is that it interfaces with the ship's AIS transponder via a simple IEC61162-2 serial cable link without the need for any additional pre-processor unit. 

Barber offers shipboard risk assessments and training

http://www.barbership.com
 

Barber Shipmanagement is offering services training seafarers to be security managers (through Indian Maritime Training Centre) and also ship security assessments and practical advice for purchasing any necessary shipboard security equipment and building up a ship security plan. 

